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PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EMTIOX. 



ir was a most gratifying recompense for the toils and 
sufferings of my arduous journey, to learn, on its first ap- 
pearance in print, that the public vouchsafed an anxious 
interest in my wild and lonely wanderings; and it now 
affords a consolatory balm to the aching consequences 
which that journey has entailed on me, to find that the 
scenes and adventures I attempted to pourtray, still retain 
some httle charm, faded though it be, sufficient to warrant 
me in telling my story over again; or, in the language of 
the stage, of modestly responding to the encore which has 
«^eeably penetrated to my quiet retreat. 

I trust I may be excused while putting forth this new 
edition of my "Excursion," if I take pride and credit for 
the truth and accuracy of the anticipated speculations in 
which I ventured to indulge in my former publication, re- 
specting the settlement of California, its capabilities for 
agriculture, its trade and commerce, and more particularly 
its vast mineral wealth. 

I originally stated my conviction that the gold foimd in 
the placer diggings were the mere crumbs of volcanoism, 
and that the great deposits of the precious metals were to 
he found deep in the bowels of the earth, and in the stu- 
pendous quartz stratifications, but only to be approached 
by the union of science and capital; and now, after a lapse 
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of two years since my visit to the mines, my predictions are 
in course of being fully verified. The amoimt of the golden 
harvest has been more than quadrupled, chiefly through 
the agency of wealth and science, as applied to the crush- 
ing of quartz and the sinking of deep shafts in the auri- 
ferous districts. Several English companies have been 
organized for this purpose; and I would say to them, let 
them be of good cheer: their mining investments will 
fructify a hundred-fold, if their operations are conducted 
with skill, energy, and honesty. 

The overland journey to Calif omia, though still an 
arduous one, is now divested of many of the dangers and 
difficulties I encountered. Eeplenishing depots are now 
established at convenient points in the wilderness; the 
faint Indian trail has become' a beaten thoroughfare ; the 
morasses no longer threaten to engulph the traveller; the 
rapid rivers are ferried over; the thicket is pierced; the 
forests felled; the rugged pass smoothed over; there's a 
well iA the desert; and the terror of retribution keeps the 
savage Indian in awe: nevertheless, our indefatigable tour- 
ists had* better continue to confine their excursions to the 
" beautiful Ehine," and the familiar alpine scenery of Swit- 
zerland, until the completion of the great central railway, 
and content themselves, in the interim, with a perusal of 
these pages, which are now submitted, in a cheap and 
amended form, by 

THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Hani out of Dock—Gale of Wind — Anchor in tkt River— DotcripCioa of the Com- 
pany—All get on good terma— Way next morning under Steam— Wind unabated 
— Brealdkat-table Scene — Sea Sickneta— Cure by Taccination— Sea ran so high 
obliged to take Pilot on— His Veelinga on the Subject— Barque bears down bound 
ibr Biistol, aaA takes him-4>readAa SqnaU off the Banks— Strange Uetearie 
PhenoooBDon— Description of the Passengers during tise Gale— Yanlne Pflot-boat 
and Pilofr— Short Shetehy Befcrtnoe to JNew York, betag dasiroos ta huray oo la 

. thePndrie— VUrft Boston— SiQ«rb River Steamer— fienateriai and Nigger EU>- 
qaaie&— Return to New T01&, and start for Alliany by Rail— Description of that 
Mode of Travelling- Cross the Hudson on the Ice— Awkw«rd Accident— Mr. 
Doheny in Albany— American Notions of Young Irelandism— Impostors— Laugh- 
able Occarrence. 

Wb hauled out of dock, at Liverpool, in that fine steam- 
ship the Sarah Sands, on the morning of the 20th of 
January, 1849, hut there was such a hurricane blowing 
from the west, it was considered not only useless, but ex- 
ceedingly dangerous, to put out to sea in the teeth of it. So 
the anchor was dropped in the river. We were not over- 
crowded with passengers, having just enough to constitute 
an agreeable party, chastened by the presence of some of 
the softer sex, whose charms and accomplishments dispelled 
Ihe tedium and monotony of the voyage. Amongst the 
gentlemen we had every variety and shade of character, 
"both grave and gay, lively and serene;" some most amus- 
ing blades of infinite mirth, who were wont "to keep the 
table in a roar;" and, as usual on all such occasions ar 
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congregations, a biUtj who unconsciously contributed to 
the cheerMness and good humour of the society. 

None were allowed on shore, as the captain resolved 
on starting the moment of the slightest lull; however, it 
blew on, with very little abatement, all day and night, and 
as the passengers had nothing else to do, they set about 
breaking the ice of formality with so very earnest a will, 
that by the time the midnight summons was tolled, all 
were on the most familiar terms possible: separating more 
after the manner of old friends than new-bom acquaintances. 

Before I had any idea of turning out in the morning, it 
not being quite light, I heard the windlass bousing up the 
anchor, and tlie wind also whistling through the cordage 
in C sharp : soimds that brought me on deck to see what 
was going on, when I found the ship just under way, with 
her propeller, not a rag of canvas being set, as the wind 
was dead ahead, still blowing great guns; but, as the ves- 
sel's trips were pre-advertised. Captain Thompson would 
not wait another tide. When the breakfast-gong sounded 
we were abreast of the Eock-light, pitching into it in most 
staggering style, and of those who clambered to that meal 
only two of itie passengers remained to finish: rather an 
early beginning, considering, I may say, that we -were still 
in fresh water, barely emerging from the chops of the river. 
But this sea-sickness is a strange, unaccoimtable malady — 
infectious, no doubt, like yawning — ^for no sooner did one 
gentleman evince a disposition to retreat, than another 
uttered a groan, with indistinct inquiry for the steward, 
which proved the signal for a most inharmonious chorus, 
during which all the performers made their exit, leaving 
the table cleared of .eveiy one but the ship's officers and a 
pair of case-hardened voyageurs, who found food for mirth 
in the muffled moans that issued from the distant berths 
and state rooms, our gallant commander jocularly remark- 
mg, "Who would not sell a farm and come to sea?" As 
with toothache, there is no commiseration for the victims, 
because there is no danger; and like it, too, it entails ex- 
quisite suffering, without any " safe or certain remedy" for 
its cure or even alleviation being as yet discovered, though 
I believe the British Association have turned their attention 
to the matter, professing to deal with it by some process of 
vaccination, which, however, they have as yet kept a pro- 
found secret. 
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The sea ran so high outside the light-ship we could not 
put the pilot on hoard his craft, and were, consequently, 
obliged to bring him on, in expectation of meeting a ves- 
sel down Channel to take him to port; but we took a last 
leave of the land off Cape Clear vdthout much subsidence 
of the gale, or an opportunity of transhipping him ; much, 
I should say, from all appearances, to his grat]]&cation, being 
anxious to see the New World on such favourable terms as 
a free passage, all found out and home, and his wages ac- 
cumulating during his absence. He was a fine, active, in- 
telligent young fellow, and soon became a general favourite, 
and not wishing to remain idle, proffered hi^ gratuitous 
services in any department; but Qie vessel carried so full 
and efficient a crew, they were most thankfully declined, 
reminding' me of an occurrence of a somewhat similar na- 
ture that happened to a friend of mine at the * Punch' office, 
where some excellent original jokes were politely handed 
him back on the same grounds. I don't know exactly how 
the pilot felt, but my friend, I know, was not a little mor- 
tified. 

The weather now began to moderate, but the pertinacious 
wind kept still confronting us until we reached a longitude 
about 800 miles to the westward, when we saw a large 
barque evidently bearing down for us, and our captain, not 
divining the object, hove to while she came within hail to 
ascertain her longitude, the weather being so hazy for some 
days back she could not get the sun. Everybody seemed 
to take an interest in the brazen colloquy but the pilot, 
who even retired from the deck, actuated by very opposite 
motives, lest his appearance might suggest the idea of send- 
ing hiii» home, if the barque happened 4o be bound for a 
British port. However, in his absence he was not forgot- 
ten; for when, in answer to the question, "Where are you 
bound for?" "Bristol" came down the wind, "Pilot, make 
ready to go aboard!" was sung out at the top of the cap- 
tain's voice. I never saw a poor fellow so chopfallen; tdl 
his efforts to affect indifference were wholly abortive, and . 
when taking leave, he hurried through the formula with a 
nervous precipitancy that let out the state of his feelings. 

We now got a favourable slant which carried us to the 
Banks of Newfoimdland, when one night, as we were all 
engaged, some at whist, some at chess, some in conver- 
sationj and others in hammock, going along smoothly, a 
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jmdden sensation st^ck us like that of the un€:s^dted 
stop of a vehicle travelling rapidly. We were tilted against 
each other; the candles reeled; the captain (whose watch it 
was helow) rushed on deck; and hefore we could coin a 
conjecture, the ship was labouring violently, and the stela 
roar of command, and the clattering of fleet on deck, and 
the hatlling of ropes, and the dread bellowing of the ele- 
ments, annoimced a tremendous squall, which took us 
aback, and would, no doubt, have resulted in a most dire 
catastrophe, only for the promptness and cool energy of 
the captain and his hardy crew, who had taken in studding- 
sails, reefed topsails, and got the vessel under easy canvass* 
before one of the passengers ventured up to inquire "What 
was the matter." Some of us Imagined ^e ship had be^i 
struck by lightning as well, for the mast-heads and yard* 
arm ends were studded with large meteors: a phenomenon 
new to us all; but no one dared ask a question; nor woidd 
it have been answered were it asked, for all the men and 
officers had ample employm^it for their faculties besides 
giving explanations of the sort. After about half an hour 
some heavy drops of rain began falling at intervals; then 
suddenly, as if by touching tbe lever of a shower-bath, it 
came down in a plashing torrent, tumbling in a perfect 
cascade from the little quarter-deck aft the wheel. The 
wind soon succumbed to its potency, the crested wavcfe 
were quickly beaten down into comparative quiescence, and 
in less than an hour from the £a*st shock, orders to make 
sail were passed, and the ship was steering her course 
under a clear and cloudless sky: so treacherous and fickle 
are the elements on the ttorbulent Atlantio at this season 
of the year* 

Of course nobody was alarmed. It was a grand spec- 
tacle, worth coming tlie whole voyage to witness: but some 
melodramatic gentlemen who had descanted most eloquently 
on the imposing sublimity and grandeur of ihe war of die* 
ments, as if wholly divested of collateral consequences^ 
. were a little before simultaneously seized with a desire of 
examining their prayer-books, whose gilt-edged leaves had 
never before been dissevered; our worthy butt, who was 
aroused from his pillow, demonstrating the entire absence 
^f any emotion on his part, by sitting in the cabin amongst 
tile ajffirighted ladies in a red worsted nightcap and a cut- 
away shirt; while Pat's charaoteristic exclamation, "Jiould 
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yeur toiigae, ye haythin! if ^e Lard Icnows youVe here, 
^'re all done for," might hme been most aptly applied to 
one genfi^nan, who became suddenly converted from the 
daric doctrines of materialism into a most sanctified pTO- 
fession of the Nicene Creed; bat 

The ctorfl got sie^, the deril a monikwmO&he; 
l!be deril gsft irell, the devil a monk was he. 

We had a good eleal of jokixig, and divers and smidiy 
bottles of mnHed port before we turned in for the night, 
and a r^iewal of the fum at the breakfast^able next morn- 
ing, asking ior homiMes from our devout brethren, and ez^ 

toiling tiae appearai^se of Mr. in his new evenix^ 

dostume. 

AH Ihe way across the Gulf Stream and the Banks there 
vsdB very vamble we»tiier, sliifty winds that freshened into 
i^alis, 9Xid cold rains that were condensed into snow, as 
we approttcbed the great western continent. We almost 
s^hted laxid and a pilot-bo«t at the same lime, in the early 
ibnm of a dear frosty morning, whkh proved to be one of 
the Ijfmg Island bhalEs ; but we were all sadly disappointed 
on being toki it was still two hundred and fi% miles to 
teidy Hook. The pilot soon clawed up the side, greeting 
ttie captaki in the national intonation: " Captain, bow d'ye 
ia^r aayhfDw?" but looked a wee bit gritty as a cluster of 
df iaxLOC^its hovered around him to decide their various 
bets as to "^how many buttons were wanting on his pea- 
jadket;" "how many gwesses he would make in a given 
ikme; ** how many cfdmlatiims he would enter into," and as 
to " whether he wore earrings or not" He gave us all the 
toe New Yoit news, and told us " we should meet cof^ 
fiftderable of field ice in-shore, as it was ih& most darned 
wmter Ihey had had for years back." 

I was exceedingly disappointed by the low, flat, naked 
appesrance of the shore as we approached the land, with- 
out a iMrfairal beauty to meet the eye m any direction, save 
Hie mariner s idol, a spacious and secure harbour. But 
this has been so frequently described, and is now so gene- 
rally visited, I shall not detain my readers with a fresh 
portrait, the more particularly as my object is to get him 
on the prairie with as little delay as possible ; neither shall 
I^^rouhie him wi&aay detailed opinions of the city, or my 
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impressions regarding the sirikiiig contrasts presented 'in 
the different phases of society and commerce betwixt 
America and the old country. I conformed to the maxim, 
"When at Rome, do as Rome does," as well as i could; 
being nearly as quick on my legs as my Yankee competitcwrs 
at the sound of the meal gongs, but left behind, like the 
dunce in the school-room, in tbe system of go-a-head mas* 
tication. I smoked my cigar with rather a sickening m^ 
dustry, but could never persuade my palate to relish the 
juice of the tobacco, or arrive at anything like artistic ex* 
cellence in squirting it through my teeth. I reared up my 
chair rather gallantly on its hind legs ; the recollection of 
an equestrian mishap, however, restrained me from emu- 
lating the excellence of those folk who can sit imder thie 
shadow of their own toes as complacently and coolly as if 
under the shade of a tree. But it appeared to me strangely 
incompatible with the refined delicacy and high-toned feet 
ing set down by themselves as peculiar to the States, to see 
a gentleman occupying an entire window, heels aloft on 
each side, and saluting a lady betwixt his legs: an attitude, 
to my mind, not peculiarly classic, and one which certainly 
behoves folks addicted to such a mode of salutation to 
have especial care about the state of their wardrobe. 

I saw aU the great sights, fi-om the Croton Waterworks 
down, and visited most of the public institutions, whie& 
appeared to me to be well managed except the post-office, 
i;^ch is still conducted on the old press-gang system. 
Strange, is it not, that in such a city the letter-carrying 
plan would not be adopted, affording as it does such useM 
facilities for delivery and communication? There was 
nothing going on at the theatres but low buffoonery, n«r 
are those establishments worthy of so great a city. I went 
"* special' with some ladies of my acquaintance to a prome- 
nade concert at the new Opera-house in Astor Place, tliat 
I might gloat on the boasted beauty of New York. How- 
ever, I found that, like Sheridan's charity, "it is of so do- 
mestic, a character it never roams abroad," though I was 
informed all the elite would* attend, and retiring loveliness 
be induced to tmveil itself there : so that I was obliged to 
leave the city without being permitted to gaze upon those 
Broadway belles whom Jonathan vaunts as the angels of 
humanity. 

During my brief sojourn in New York-I nut jup at, ei- 
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i^tll;^ permitted myself to be huddled into, one of those 
huge human pens in the Broadway, which there are called 
*^feouses," in contradistinction to the British syilbnyme of 
hotel, and found them even more distinct and different in 
tiieir system of management than in their name; no doubt 
according and harmonising with the spirit of "free and en- 
l^htened" habits and republican institutions, but strangely 
and uncomfortably at variance with the good old English 
style of conducting such establishments. As was my wont 
in the old country, I left my boots outside my bedroom 
door, where I found them in the morning, drooping as if 
in anguish at their total neglect, for it seems it is a matter 
of special contract with Sambo to have them attended to : 
tbe usual practice being to give them a daub and a rasp in 
the back hall after the owner is established in them for the 
dtrf ; dothes-brushing being accomplished in a similar way 
l^ a darkie with a pair of twigs, with which he beats a 
sut-tat-too all over you in time to the hum of one of his 
sable melodies. My bell was tardily answered by the 
wondering intrusion of a woolly head, which, in reply to 
i^ demand for hot water, grinned most laughbly a funny 
smile, and informed massa that "gemmen no shabe at 
home, but go to barber's;" so that I was constrained either 
to try the process in frigidum sine, or go down to break- 
h»t in the stubble ; before which a printed notification over 
&d mantel-piece caught my eye, whereby I was given to 
understand, that "unless I deposited the key of my rocmi 
srith the clerk at the bar, the proprietor woidd not be ao- 
loduntable for my luggage;" a piece of information that 
stamped our Anglo-American cousins in my mind with the 
additional attribute of being "free and easy" as well as en- 
li^tened. The only other national characteristic as con- 
nected with their "houses" that may be worthy of remark, is 
the habit of anti-prandial bibation ; for instead of composing 
themselves comfortably to enjoy the social glass fr*om off 
tlie naked mahogany, they crowd into the bar before the 
dinner-hom* to " swill their drinks," " suck their juleps," and 
"sink th^ir bitters." 

Being most desirous to see the scenery on the Hudson, 
I waited a few days, in the expectation that the ice would 
break up, and enable me to proceed to Albany by water; 
and those I occupied in visiting Boston, going down to Fall 
Biver by the Soimd, and thence by rail, choosing this route 



merely to have aa opportunity of travaUuig in tbut 
fieent boat, tbd Bay Stat^, that plies on tibie station. We 
have no ouch style of nver-boat on the Thames, Clyde, im 
Shannon. Her Mnmmg size, the gorgeous aod expaums 
msnnjer in which she is £btted« aod ^ extent and ingenntl^ 
of acGommodalAon, far and away ti:9nscend any pietoire ef 
imagination, while her power and speed wei^ pej&etly in 
keeping with her other qualities. 

Boston I admired much more than New York. It is« m 
truth, a fine city, fair to look upon, extensive in its eon^ 
merce» polled in its society, and governed by most exoA 
lent mimicipal laws and regulations : there are mic^e of th« 
true enjoyments of domestic life tibiere than m any other 
city of the Union I visited. Wealthy merohanto ttod svu^ 
cessfiil professional men aU live in their private houses, and 
keep their regulai: staJ9t of servants {or ''helps," as Jionathflft 
calls tJaem) quite in ike lE^ngiish fashion; some even ^ 
tempting liveiy, which, on its first appearance, eatused a 
great outcry, m an ouii^e against republicanism, erei^iog 
badges of servitude and distmetion, while equality s&chM 
be the invariaJde rule. I spmit a day in listening to ^m 
debates in the houses of the Senate and Assembly; but 
whether it >iras diat the subjects were barrel, or the grsii 
speakeis absent, I did not happen to hear any s^ciment 
of even mediocre oratory. I was, however, leccmpeDBei, 
in the evening by listening to the richest specimen of enei^ 
^ic declamation I ever heard, at a nigger prayer-meettng* 
during which the ebony preacher conveyed to me ^ da- 
licijous consolaAaon, *' dat eben the wild Inshman hub a sool 
to be sayed," 

On my return to New York, finding the JEiudson still 
impracticable &om ice, I stiuiad for Albany by rail, in a 
eanoage that answers Diekens's desecii^tion in e^sery pmih- 
cular; ihe temp^»ture of which was so smoth^ing from 
tiae heat of the stove and confined air, I tJbiHigh^ I shovU 
have an abtack of apople^ before I got to my destinatioir; 
&>r all doors were careftdly shut, emd no obs allowwd td 
open a window, while at every stop I was shot fix^m my 
seat against the opposite panel wilii a stunning concussion, 
Y^ankee drivers not caring to graduate their speed before 
stepping, as we do, but, Cutting off tlieir steam at one 
stroke, oome to a stand««till, with a shock as if the ma^ma 
ran Ult against a battery waUL which is not only escessmlgr 



jxa£am£(atM0 to the pasaengers, but, I should say, highly 
BS^urioiiB both, to the machinery and oarriages. The lega* 
ktkoiB, though, with cegard to lo^^e, are admiiable, and 
profvent both fraud and mistake: a. numbered copper label 
being affixed to each trunk or paccel,. of which the owner 
gets a dupUcate, which is re^uified to be produced at the 
tarminua before delivery. 

When. I arrived at Albany I found the station-house on 
lihe opposite side of the river to the town, so I employed 
a^ light spring waggon to take me o^er with my luggage; 
and. the moment I got up, seated on my portmanteau, the 
driver set off. at a gallop down a steep incUne to the riven, 
as I si:^posed to water his nags, there being no bridge in 
Ihe line; but in he dashed full speed, to my great dismay, 
splashing tiie water, which was full ei^it indies deep on 
die ice. I held my breath, and affected a composure that 
m$B every now and then awkwardly tested by a straining 
ffioack, as if the whole frozen platform was about breaking 
11^ £or the seascoi^Jbeing fully persuaded my hour was come, 
when one of the whe^ spun off, oversetting us with a 
stanaing crash, sending my portmanteau half scudding, 
half akating along like a miniature locomotive^ and spread- 
ing me out in a sprawling posture, uncertain whether run- 
ning or swimming was to be Ihe next move. I was soon, 
however, in pursuit of the fugitive horses towards the op* 
posite shore, leaving the driver to tow my traps intohas- 
£aur. 

In Albany I found the renowned Mr. Doheny, who had 
fObtained the use of the Hall of Assembly to give to the 
curious public '' a &dl and true account" of his chapter of 
^* moving: accidents by floods and field," at the small cost of 
£% cents a head. I made one of a large audience, who, 
it. was quite clear from their remarks and c(»nmenjtaries, 
^vere soberely congregated to hear his version of die matter, 
avid not from any interest in the proi^ots of his part^, or 
solicitude about the £ate of his companions. His adoress 
was well concocted; set up 'rather tall,' no doubt, as Jona- 
than would say; the striking incidents dramatically ar- 
jcanged, and delivered theatrically; but his most studied 
^Mf^Aa failed to excite a spark of enthusiasm; his hair- 
bsaadth escapes were unable to elicit a single thriU of sym- 
jath^;. his choicest flowers of oratory were culled in vain. 
,Tfae memory of the illustrious dead intexposedtas a gloomy 
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non-conductor; and while the Irish emigrant murmui^d 
his conviction that the death of O'Connell lay at the door 
of the Young Ireland party, the other section of the audi- 
tory muttered their distrust in the sincerity of the lead^*s 
of the revolt, sneering at the Tipperary rising as a parody 
on rehellion; that rising, forsooth, which was to wrest the 
brightest gem in the British diadem from the grasp of that 
powerful nation ; a campaign got up without concert, arms, 
ammunition, money, or organisation; opened with a few 
dozen of the ** hereditary bondsmen," ready to " strike the 
blow" from pure love of liberty, and the smallest taste in 
life of plunder; but no, they must not infringe the sacred 
rights of property while they are excited to overturn a dy- 
nasty, and annihilate law and order; the revolution must 
be accomplished without an outrage; 0*Connell would not 
have repeal " at the cost of a single drop of human blood;" 
Smith O'Brien would not accept a crown if it involved the 
sacrifice of a bleating lamb. " Tquch but one sheep," he 
said to his hungry heroes, " and I will withdraw from the 
cause:" rather an unpalatable proclamation to the boys» 
who were licking their lips in anticipation of the sweets 
and feasts they made sure of enjoying; so, when the com- 
missariat-general came back from the village with the few 
loaves and no fishes, together with the change in copper, 
the multitude had dwindled down most magically, leaving 
the hero of the memorable barrack-siege to wend his w»jr 
to the railway station and give himself up to the autho* 
rities. 

Thus began and ended that stupendous physical force 
demonstration which was to place the descendant of the 
great Brian Boroihme on the Irish throne, an independent 
sovereign, and inimdate the land with milk and honey. 
Could any sane or honest man, or set of men, expect any 
such result from such an effort? " Pooh, pooh! gammon! 
fridge! treachery!" responded Jonathan; "it is all very fine, 
Mr. Doheny, but rather steep for credit." 

While Mr. Doheny and some of his genuine brethren 
were giving their evenings at home in various localities, 
sevend impostors sprang up to minister to the public ap- 
petite throughout the Union, it appearing to be as easy a 
way as any going of gathering the dollars. Men, there- 
fore, who were some years in Uie States, but still retained 
enough of the brogue, blarney, and brass, to pass for mo- 
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dem refugees, started this game, which was prematurely 
detected in Cincimiati, where a Mr. O'Neil placarded him- 
self to appear on a certain evening. Having accordingly 
presented himself to a well-filled house, in a herculean 
frame, uncomfortably overdressed, and smoking with the 
vapour of hot rum-punch he commenced by saying, "La- 
dies and gintlemen, I arise up fominst yees, to descant 
upon the sorrows and troubles of my poor country. (Cheers 
and pshaws.) I strugglid many a long day for her, and 
was wUlin' to spill my own blood in her great and glorious 
cause, but the vyle Saodn invaydhir hunted me out from the 
bright jim of the say. (Loud cheers and hisses, and flutter- 
ing of whey-coloured wipers.) Och ! ladies, it*s aisy known 
there is some of the green-eyed* daughters of Ehrin 

amongst yees when I hear that cheer " (Interruption, 

hisses, and cries of "Give back the tin!" **Go on!" "Hiun- 
bug!" ** Walked into!") dining which the patriot bolted, 
getting out at a back-door. This produced a great scene 
of uproar, some hunting the premises, and others giving 
chase in the street; however, Mr. O'Neil made a most ef- 
fective display, for he successfully eluded pursuit with the 
entire proceeds. I did not remain long enough in the 
States to ascertain in how far the promulgation of this at- 
tempt aflfected the regrdars, but the feeling of disgust and 
suspicion it excited must have been, I think, sadly detri- 
mental to their prospects. 

* Qu<er«-^Dark-ejed daughters of ^rreen Erin? 
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CHAPTEE U. 

Start for BnflUo— Scene with a Yankee Railway Clerk— Reliered from m; Dilemma 
by some brother Exiles— Meet my Friend in Buflido with two Becruits— Increase 
of the Califomian Fever as I went West— Visit tiie Falls of Niagara— Great Fall 
In my precMMeiredKotlom regarding them— Paby Satpension Bridge— NOrel Te«t 
of its Saftty^-DeMr^rtikm oT the CanaAlaa. Btige-eeaph>- O l a neo at the Ce«Mrtrjr 
and T«WB»~Dflftvalt*-Canaa of its Statu QuaStrnt ior Hilea^aUmi^ Janat 
thenoe to Michigan Citjr^Deseriptioniof tii* Oomlry^Iiosa aoy W«rr-Meal 
some SoBv lodiaas— Get rigM again after some Fatigue and Anxiety— Beadi 
Chichago— Great Chidn of Inland Navigation— Fine Farming Country on Fox 
and Rock Rivers— Melanchcdy Occurrence in the Vicinity of Ciiielu^o — Dis- 
agreeable Travd firom that Town— Arrive at Jt^Mt— Strug^e on to Ottoway? s 
nice tiiriving Town— Its MaavfiRturas — City of Peru': wr e teh e d Flao»— Tlta 
FMUofllea ther»-Gek a Steamer to St. Loida^-.A«bettog Bteam4»ai THiiMfir 
St. Lonirs «^Ba CSty.^ 

Having made an appointment to meet a broili^ voyagas 
across the AilanUc on a certain day in BuiMo — one ^9^0 
piTomised tD'acoomp^ay me aeross the plains — ^Iweni to 
the railway-o^QiGe eady in the morning to ascertain tha 
time of the starting of. thie train £or thi^ city. On entec^ 
ing the apartment I saw before me on the counter thjd 
soles of a pair of boots, which I found were affixed to a 
long, thin-edged derk, who was poised below in an arm- 
chair, mumbling a cigar. 

" Is there an early train for Buffalo?" I asked. 

" I reckon," said he. 

"What do you reckon?" I rejoined, smiling, without 
meaning offence. 

" I reckon you sha'n't travel in it, anyhow,", said he, 
getting on his legs, in an angry mood. 

" I require to get to Buffalo by the earliest conveyance. 
What is tiie fare?" 

** No need for hurry. I'll let you wait till evening." 

" I observe by this notice," pointing to one on the wall, 
" that a train goes at nine o'clock." 

" Well, you'll not travel in it. I'll make you go by the 
dear cars. I see you can afford it." 

" You shall not coerce me to travel otherwise than as I 



choose^ and I warn you to re&ise me a ticket at youx peril," 
Z said, throwisg dSoim m^ ea^. But he coolly turmed 
avay, and commenoed reading a newspaper on the desk; I 
tried astd threaiiejied, but eOuid not extract another sjl- 
table from him, and ne^f&c was more provoked, £eeliiaig a 
tm^iiig at my fingecs' ends to haye " a go " at him; but I 
1h<>iight it tibie better course to remain, and represent his 
conduct to Hue directors. However, my anxiety to get for- 
WBPd was greater than my ii*e; for, in hurrying to ask the 
adndce of my landlord how I should manage under the cir^ 
auuBtances, I met in the gateway a hatch of my country- 
mien, '* eo&^og to dhnm their pasmgia," aa Ihey said, to 
awe of whom I gaore tiie eagle to purcfaaae an. extia ticket^ 
by which means I got on, much ^to: Ihe chagrin of thia 
antcM^icttiis servant,^ who absolutely dared to stop my Lug- 
gage; but this I summarily stopped by an ofrgwufientajm ad 

K pretty spacim^^a^ this of the laws and customs of the 
&ae i^ublie, ndiere a strao^^'s comfort and convenience 
are ^t the mercy of an impudent railway clerk, who can iur 
flsct the penance of extra cost and delay if you cannot com- 
pwh^id in a momaat his dele^i^le slang! 

It is n3eedla£» to tak& up time and spaee in describing 
tMvms and eidds of which M14ength. porti2atts ase cour 
tatned in evei:^ handbook; wbihd the country, being enve- 
loped in a i^nroud of goiow, debarred me from seeing any 
vaciety of feature worthy of notlee. I found my Mend in 
Bofiaki, with two Oalil[)mian secruits: Canadian gentle* 
meiiv who were most aoeeptable companions, being men of 
education: and ahiiity. AMiough the Califomian &ver pre- 
vailjBd ^ng the eastern seabomrd, I found, the further I 
imnt west) the mom intensely it became rami&ed; the 
SQeptici£an, too^ that accompanied it along the coast, va^ 
m^ied as I approadied the MiasissippL Thene were 
se^r^ parties in process of formation in Buffido^ who 
had prospectiMies published stating the nature ai Uieir en- 
gagemec^, and setting forth theii: rules and bye-laws; but 
thi^ were not exactily Ihe style oi men we chose to herd 
wid^ for four months^ bo we detamuned to hold on imtil 
we got to. Bt. liouis^ unless^ we happened to meet more 
aongeni^ s^Midts. 

As the lak» navigation to Detroit was elo^d, without a 
kfl^e of ita opeoaii^ for a month, we booked ourselves by a 
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stage ihat travels from Niagara over Canada — a long aacl 
tedious route, but the only one practicable at the time^- 
getting to the Falls by rail, where we stopped a few hours 
to survey the celebrated cataract; but, like most other 
American marvels, it falls, in my mind, far short of. its 
wondrous reputation. They are great falls, no doubt, mea- 
sming the body of water that tumbles over them; but they 
are neither nearly so high, nor so beautiful, as many of those 
in Switzerland, Ireland, and Scotland, that I had already 
seen. I saw them, too, in their most attractive guise, cor? 
niced round with huge grotesque icicles, the rocks fantas? 
tically fretted in crisp snowy (frapery, and sheets of disen- 
gaged ice plunging momentarily into the seething abyss 
below; and though I was vastly pleased, I was not exactly 
stupified with amazement, much to the annoyance of some 
Yankee gentlemen who were viewing them at the sam^Q 
time, vowing " they whipped all creation in the water land-, 
scape line." They present a grand spectacle, I admit; but 
are not, to use Jonatiian's own phrase, *' quite all they are 
cracked up for." 

My admiration was much more largely drawn upon by 
the exquisitely delicate suspension-bridge that spans the , 
rushing waters of the river, hanging at a distance in mid- 
air, as if by the slender threads of the silkworm, discernible 
only by the frequent weavings of its tiny wires; and eveQ 
when approached and surveyed closely, looks rather as if it 
was intended as a thorou^ifare for fairies than a human 
highway. Our luggage was trundled over in a barrow, but 
we were not permitted to follow until it reached the other 
side, which caused me to ask the toll-keeper did he not 
then consider it safe. " Oh, yes," he said, "perfectly safe; 
a woman crossed it the day before yesterday; but I must 
obey my orders." To this conclusive reasoning I made no 
reply, but waited until the porter reached tiie opposite 
side, where I wished I was myself, without the gratifica- 
tion of viewing the foaming river through the wires. 

There was a clumsy stage vehicle waiting on the Cana- 
dian, side, holding nine inside passengers, in rather uncom- 
fortable proximity with canvass flaps hanging down in lieu 
of windows, which neither answered to exclude the airs or 
admit the light. I never travelled in so disi^eeable a 
conveyance; and, to make the matter worse, we were 
doomed to a long tenure of it, as, from the state of the 



FBOH NEW YORK TO CALIFOBKIA. d§ 

roBidSy the -winter now breaking up, we scarcely ayeraged a ^ 
mile an hour, the wheels sinking the whole time up to ibfT 
fiaves. The trip to Detroit occupied us nine days |riS 
tights, and I calculate that we walked at least half iti^ dis- 
tance, being frequently called out in the middle oi^ cold 
raw night to trudge up to our knees through miiy roads, 
6t have the vehicle stuck in the same spot all the time. 

We passed through some magnificent country around 
St. Margaret's, Hamilton, and London, where the farms and 
&rmsteads are fully equal to any in the old country, and 
the land rated at as high a price. Detroit is a beautifully 
situated city, on the strait between Lakes Erie and St 
Clair, but its progress is retarded by the dogged obstinacy 
of the old French inhabitants, who own most of the pro- 
perty on which it stands, and, like the dog in the manger, 
win neither sell nor grant such leases as would induce peo- 
ple of enterprise to invest their capital, nor will they im- 
prove it themselves; nevertheless it is a fine and stirring 
city, presenting a very obvious contrast to the Canadian 
city of Windsor on the opposite side of the strait. 

I got from Detroit to Niles by railway; but thence to 
Chichago I was obliged, with seven others, to travel in an 
open waggon. There are some comfortable and improv- 
mg farmers about Niles, and along the northern part of 
Indiana to Michigan city. But after leaving this place, 
which is a dull, stupid village, built amongsft sand-hills, 
formed by the drift from the lake shores near which it 
stands, the road lies through a large forest; and as our 
progress was necessarily slow, there being no regular road, 
I took my rifle and started for a saunter, appointing to 
catch up at a distant landmark, and diverged off the path, 
in expectation of finding some deer, with which I heard the 
fbrest was well stocked; but after some hours' laborious 
beating about, without meeting game of any description, 
ffeathered or four-footed, I headed, as I thought, to the ap- 
pointed place. When I arrived there, I could not find any 
indication of travel, and being very much tired, sat down 
fbr an hour's rest; but as evening approached without any 
sign of the waggon, I became ratihier uneasy, firing my rifle 
at intervals ; and no shot being returned, I struck off in a 
westerly direction, in hopes of crossing the trail, fagging 
over five miles without discovering a trace, until I came 
suddenly upon some Indians, who were in a swamp, kill- 
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i&g T&wk ra^ Ili« skin of ^wiii»li is of some litU« viQue. i 
wwild have retked, but seeing they cfcserved me, I went 
t^Fvrards them, it being bad poBey to betray apprehen^OBv 
as it offcen leads to aggpession where otherwise yeu mi^it 
have escaped tmmolested. I made signs to them that I 
had lost my way, but they were sulky and uneomomunkaftiifev 
and either did not understand my gestures, or would give 
&€«nselves no trouble to inform me ; so I was obliged to rely 
on my own resources, still pursuing a westeitty tsoorse, resigOr 
edly considering how I shoold spend the night in tiae woods, 
when I heard the tinkling of some beMs in tibe cKs^^neei,, - 
and following the welcome sounds, iound a large clearance 
and a little hut, in which there was a lone nigger woman, 
who came near a mile widi note to point out a path that 
would lead me to where the few travellers ^o caaae that 
way were in tiae habit of stopping. It was three mile» 
faarth^, and though there was very good moonMght, I had 
considerable difl&cuky in picking out the trail, which was a 
very faint one. I, however, proceeded skrwly and cautiously, 
and when very nearty tired down, perceivefd a gHnmiering 
light, which pointed out the solitary hostdry, where my com- 
pa«D«)ns had put up. They were at supp^, and in dddbera- 
tion as to what course they should pursue regarding me a» 
I made my flqppearanoe, greatly knocked up, and with a 
greater desdre for rest than refreshment ; but a savcoiry plate 
of stewed beef and a bowl of good coffee elicited a oapacity 
I did not imagine I possessed. 

We reached Chichago next day, and found it in a state 
of partial destruction, from, an unprecedensted flood, that 
carried away stores, wharves, and piers, bursting with such 
violence in the inner harbour, that ships and steamers were 
stove in by ike force with which they were jammed against 
each otiier. Ohichago is one of the most rising towns in 
the Union ; and now that the canal connecting Lake Michi- 
gan with the IHinois and Mississippi rivers is open, mfust 
grow apace, as ships can, for the future, sail from the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico by means of inland 
navigation, the Illinois being a flne navigable river, flowing 
into the Mississippi about fifty miles above St. Louis* 
Some of the best farming. country in the States is in this 
region, particylarly along the course of Fox and Rock 
Rivers, the produce of which comes to market in Chichago; 
while large tracts of prairie around the dty are imder ciilM* 
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yadon, prodacing tiie ^nest desonpttoQ of grain and vege* 
tables. It is becoming a very jBKvourite nei^bourhood £or 
enodgrants to settle in; and were I to take up my abode in 
tke ooimtry, I should fix my quarters hereabouts, with land 
of superior quality, great fsu^ilities for transpcarti]^ produce, 
and good markets. 

In walking over the common in the afternoon I witnessed 
a Tory naelancholy occurvence, in the wounding of a lady of 
great respectability, who was leading her child by Ae hand 
for an evening stroll, when she was shot quite dose to me 
by a fellow who, wi^ a number of others, was indulging 
m rifle practice. He at first made an attempt to run for 
ibe suburbs, but afterwards waited imtil he was arrested* 
When I left n^it day, I heard the poor suifer^'s condition 
was nearly hopeless; to that people in that country, in* 
dined for an itfter-dinner saunter, had better arrange their 
itfbixs in the first instance, for I understand accidents ci 
Ibis descr^tion are of very frequent occurrence. 

The next day's stage lay over a low prairie, which pre* 
sented a sur£BK^ of pools, lakes, and flashes, from the late 
Ihows, that made it more a water than a land journey, and, 
as the fellow said who agreed to work his passage by driving 
canal horses, " I might as well walk as be aft^ trudging in 
^lat manner;" being compelled to proceed most of the way 
on foot, as the horses were unable to pull the waggon 
throng the miiy ground ; while, to add to our grievances, 
we were some miles from our quarters at sundown, and in 
endeavouring to pick out the most favourable wading places 
in the gloaming, were firequently a-swim in crossing the. 
sloughs. However, we reached an old Dutch settler's in 
OKfety, where we billeted omiBelves for the night. 

The following day we crossed a rough but interesting 
country parallel with the canal, and got to Juliett, a new 
town, in a tremendous thunderstorm. It was our intention 
to p^^rm the remainder of the journey to Peru by water 
in a small skiff; but the river was so swollen we were re- 
commended to put up with the inconveniences of an 
infamous road, and a worse conveyance, rather than risk 
the current. A pair of horses was all we could muster: one 
of whidi was as lame as a tree, middng a team barely equal 
to the luggage ; for it was only on firm level ground, and that 
in their turn, that the passengers got a lift; nor could we pro- 
care any change at the villajge where we spent the night. 
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go that there was no alternative but take the same convey* 
ance on to Ottaway: a nice thriving young town, seated at 
the confluence of the Fox and Illinois rivers, and remia*k- 
able for the quantities of window-sashes made there ; not 
in large establishments, but by a number of individual 
tradesmen, who send immense supplies to St. Louis. On 
inquiring the reason why sashwork was almost the exclusive 
employment, I had none assigned beyond this: that one 
carpenter, a few years back, began the trade, and as he 
succeeded, others commenced the same line of business, 
. others still constantly following, until it acquired the pre- 
eminence it now enjoys in that branch of trade. The canal 
enters the river a littie below the town, and a mile further 
down is the city of Peru, one of the filthiest and most 
abominable holes I ever set my foot in. It is one of those 
places got up by speculation; and I understand such was 
ihe rage at one time to become possessed of lots there, that 
they rose higher than in the oldest and most flourishing 
•cities in the States. But the bubble burst, and Peru, which 
was to have been worthy of its ambitious name, is now little 
better than an aggregation of noisome styes. It, however, 
-boasts a post-office amongst its public institutions ; but the 
postmaster is saved the rent of a house by carrying the mail 
in his hat, which he delivers as he chances to meet the 
parties in the street. 

We here got the steamer to St. Louis, which was crowded 
with a most motley, piebald lot of passengers, most of whom 
were bound for California, some by the land route, and 
.others by New Orleans and Chagres. The Illinois is a 
splendid river, free, for the most part, from any obstructions 
to navigation, such as shoals, snags, or sawyers, with a swift 
current, and literally strewed with water-fowl, mostly of the 
duck tribe. It is generally densely timbered along the 
banks, so that there are no fine views, and even in the few 
open places the scenery is not beyond an ordinary character. 
Its waters were prodigiously swollen at that time ; and at 
several of the little settlements at which we stopped to take 
in cargo, we came alongside the stores, and received the 
goods from the second, and, in some instances, from the 
third story. Our progress was very much retarded by those 
nmnerous stoppages, for we did not pass a solitary shanty 
that a shore bell (the signal of goods for shipment) was not 
rung, much to the annoyance of the passengers. Coal was 
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our ^1 all the way, supplied at the different stations, which 
abounds, and of a fine quality, along the course of the Il- 
linois, in a measure accounting for the continuance of the^ 
dense forests, as it is used in preference to wood. 

Towards the close of the second day, as the shades of 
evening were beginning to settle down, we observed a halo 
above fiie horizon, in the direction where the sun had sunk; 
but inw^ining it emanated from that luminary we thought 
nothing of it, till it became quite apparent, as we advanced, 
that it was a lurid flame, arising from some great burning 
pQe. A little further, and the confused hum of voices came 
along the still calm air : settlers enjoying some merrymak- 
ing round their large log fires. But no ! those are not the 
sounds of glee and mirth. Hark! there is anxiety in that 
shout: there, that is surely the scream of female terror. 
Yes; there is no mistaking it now; those are the hurried 
words of command; a catastrophe has taken place; and as 
we rounded a bend of the river we saw the fimeral pile of 
a steamer, the flames roaring and crackling, numbers of 
human beings clustered in the arms and branches of the 
trees that stood in the flood where she was driven when the 
fire was discovered, and many standing in the water up to 
their armpits, holding up females and children. It was a 
terrific sight to contemplate, for the sad wails impressed us 
with the melancholy conviction that human life was involved 
in the accident. We durst not approach ^too closely, but 
sent our boats off to relieve the sufferers, taking on board 
the ladies and children first; and long before the last man 
was on our deck, there was not a fragment of the ill-fated 
boat to be seen; the dark waters had closed over the last 
vestige of her huU. Providence, however, benignly spared 
all souls. 

She was a superb new boat, owned by the captain, a 
young man whose all was embarked in her; he was just 
married to a lovely girl, and was spending the first phase 
of the honeymoon on board the virgin craft, that had too, 
on the same morning, espoused her destined element, and 
sailed proudly and gaily away from St. Louis, with colours 
flying, bearing on her bosom the bridal party: sweet con- 
currence, arranged by the bridegroom in trustful lovingness 
of his youthful partner. They launched out together on 
the stream of life in the vessel of their hopes, and in the 
fair prospect that shone before them anticipated no reverse. 

c ^...... — ogle 
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•It would have been: a slighting of kind Fortune to doubt her 
continuous sincerity by insuring the boat; but the san^ 
sun that beamed on their first essay, simk sadly upon their 
fortunes. The poor captain bore his losses brayely; and 
if a shade of melancholy passed his brow, it was more in 
consequence of his wif&'s dejection than at the untimely 
wreck of his entire property. The great accession of ptis- 
^sengers left us in a very crowded state ; so much so, that 
.we had four sets of company at each meal; but we did not 
:8uffer Ihe inconvenience long, as we reached St. Louis the 
evening of the next day. 

St. Louis is a great commercial city, and is already styled 
the Queen of the West, from the r^idity of its growth a&d 
the steady increase of its commerce. The streets in the 
older parts of the town are, unfortunately, rather narrow 
for Ihe throng of business ; but all the modem ones are 
laid out witli great regularity, and sufficient width for any 
thoroughfere, built in a substantial and ornate style ^ 
«,rchitecture. The quays, however — the great arena of 
trade — ^are altogether too circumscribed for the require- 
ments of the great commerce of the place, and present a 
scene of everlasting and indescribable confusion, from the 
jostling and jamming of carts and waggons, and the shout- 
ing and altercation of ihe nigger teamsters ; nor from the 
high value of property in ttie neighbourhood, and the 
quality of the ^tores and buildings along with it, does 
there appear to be much prospect of amendment in that 
respect. 
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CHAPTER m. 



KMdqg^^speet of ffiavctx^t St. Loois^MBetan Old SehooHlBHowlv aoddtnt tiMn 
-^-/Takts saerto see ike lions-^Get our fiiU Coo^plenieiit of Recruits — ^Decline 
Equipping until we reaeli the Frontier Towns — Town filled witli Califomian 
Plaourds — ^Streets Uned wltli Califomian Implements — Newspapers crammed with 
OtHfbmlan Adt^rtisements— iHdd a meeting of the Company, tt wMdi I waa 
Qleeted GAptafB^—AU Movices fa Destot^Tncinellkig^Adopt a Costttne^Givtf* 
Dinner to our Friends — Attend a Migier BalU^eMripthmof tte AssenAlar-i. 

; -dvt <FuraM Oat— The<Oatse Ezplained*-Start for Independtnc*— Bteaa:>boat 
ComiiaBy-^-^tMir T«stea«nd Habits—The Blisaouri River and its Settlora— WUi 

. fowl; Wild l^hey — Rifle Practice — Jefferson City, the Capital of Missouri — 

' I Steam-boat Race; Nenreus Affair — Study of American Customs — Left behind at 
BoonviDe — iBxdtIng Race— Independence — Get our Outfit — Ptirehase Mules, 
'HMrses, aiid^'^agg<m8— iDlfflcidty 6f Managing our Mules — Nigger'Mode of deal- 
Inr^MthiliMA^Stan for ^e Ltee^Indian Tifbes; their BeoOne^RKyeiKros 

. mi§§ jAflfUfijUWtiXtfilNrtKs. 

'Ar^t. Louis I got, for. the first time, fairly into the region 
<lf sk^ery, the black, muggy face and woolly head of the 
nigger meeting me at every turn. Every menidl duty, and 
msekdy all liJ>our, are performed by this raee, who, slaves 
^ybough ^eybe, seem a rjolly, contented set, generally on 
ilie broad grin, ^poking. fun and jokes at one another; ren- 
.dmng kt^ next thing to impossible to pity their deplor- 
4i&le state, nH one can do, while they themselves appear so 
iproTokingly happy. But I was obliged to soothe my eon- 
«ei€n«&by: admitting to it, that notwithstanding the perverse 
^e^Dltentment of those unfortunate beings, slavery in the 
labstrsct and in tl^ory is a sinful, hideous, and abominable 
institution. I met here an old friend and schooK^Uow, 

F. W , who is established in the provision trade, which 

is the leading business of the place. It is quite a sight, 
visiting some of the stupendous curing establishments, to 
fobs&pfe the gigantic scale on which they are carried on, 
4Bftd the new and curious contarivances employed in ^e 
^jmcesfi \fy which a pig is killed, scalded, cut up, and re- 
loosing in salt, in the twinkling of an eye, so that &e echoes 
of his last grunt have not well died away ere he is tran«- 
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muted into bacon. All strangers visit those places as they 
do Barclay and Perkins's of London, or Guinness* of Dublin. 

In coming down the Illinois I made acquaintance of 
eleven young men, lately from England, bound for Cali-^ 
fomia; persons of respectability and education, with means, 
too, to fit out according to the standard my other friendsr 
and I had chalked out. We seemed mutually attracted td 
each other, and the moment the idea of imion was broached 
they immediately acquiesced, making our muster fifteenf 
while an accession of ten more at the City Hotel of I2i0 
same class completed the number we desired — twenty-five, 
all told; eight of whom were Yankees, two Scotchmen, 
and two Irishmen, leaving England represented in our 
party in the ratio of two to one. 

We first intended to fit out in St. Louis, lest the traders 
in the two towns on the extreme frontier might take ad- 
vantage of our having no other resoiurce, and run up pricesf 

but my friend, Mr. W , recommended us, at all events*- 

to postpone the purchase of mules and waggons until we 
reached Independence, as it has been for years back the 
great starting point for the Sante Fe and Chihuahua traders, 
where trained and seasoned animals were more readily pro- 
cured, and waggons suitable to the plains, built by mseia 
who imderstood, from long experience, all the requirements 
of such vehicles. 

As I before remarked, the farther west I proceeded, the' 
more intense became the Califomian fever. Califormji' 
met you here at every turn, eyery comer, every dead waB^ 
every post and pillar was labelled with Califomian placarte- 
The shops seemed to contain nothing but articles for Call- 
fomia. As you proceeded along the flagways, you required 
great circimispection, lest your coat-tails should be whisked 
into some of the multifarious Califomian gold-washing 
machines, kept in perpetual motion by little ebony chembv- 
ringing— 

O Sasanna! don't you cry for mie? 

Tm going to California with my wash-b owl on my knee. ' 

CJalifomian advertisements, and extracts from Califomia» 
letters, filled all the newspapers; and "Are you for Call-- 
fomia?" was the constantly recurring question of the day> 
so that one would almost imagine the whole city was otti 
wheels bound for that attractive region. ^ . ''^ 

.,yitizedbyLjOOgle : 
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"if Acting on Mr. W 's advice, we only purchased our 

fijSes, pistols, broadswords, and bowie-knives there; but as 
Ofur company was complete, it was resolved to hold a meet- 
ing to discuss the bill of fare, the rules of travel, and elect 
^ captain to see them enforced, the ballot for which post 
9if honour terminated in my favour by a unanimous vote/ 
f^d, though I felt gratified by the compliment, I did not 
exactly relish the responsibili^, never having had any ex- 
perience in desert-travelling; nor should I have accepted it, 
caily that all were equally inexperienced, and some one 
should undertake the duty. It was agreed to wear, in as 
fiur as we could, a uniform costume, green caps and jackets, 
with white trousers; and in selecting all our other appoint- 
^[^ents, we endeavoiu'ed to have them as similar as possible. 
-; We gave . a dinner the evening before we left to oiu* 
faends and acquaintances at St. Louis, at which we had a 
^tesA deal of Califomian spouting and singing ; but I con- 

^ved to get away early with Mr. W , to attend a 

Bigger ball, in honour of some African festival, which I was 
given to understand would be a rare treat to a foreigner, 
unused to the imitative gentility of the sable race. It is a 
^aatter of some difficulty for whites to get admission to 
^ose reunions, as jokes and tricks have often resulted 
from their presence; besides which, the niggers conceive 
^^ only desire to attend in order to ridicule tiiem. How- 
ever, Mr. W-^ — got tickets through some of his own 
^firkies, and we were admitted, but not without a rigid 
^^rutiny. Although it was fuU nine o'clock when we en- 
teied, there was no one in the ball-room but the stewards, 
strutting about in all the pride of lofty shirt-collars and 
4ecorations ; for this assembly of "AU-blacks " had their cor- 
lect notions about the fashionable propriety of late hoiu^ 
«i well as the titled frequenters of Willis's Great Rooms. 
Some of the earliest settings-down took place shortly after 
our arrival, the ladies, in low dresses tightened round the 
waist with an indentation more like a girth than a pair of 
stays ; all wearing little kerchiefs of bright colours round 
tjUeir necks, with a sort of semi-turban on the head, of a re- 
gular rainbow complexion ; and drops, of such dimensions 
md gravity as elongated the ears into the shape of jargonelle 
|!^«rs. Men and women wore white gloves, and their faces 
shone with a polish as if they washed in copal varnish for 
the occasion. There was also a deal of perfumery in^requi-^ 
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sitidn, but eau de Cologne and lav^der-water soon becfttkie 
too strongly diluted with other essences to retain theit 
virtues, bringing to mind Dean Swift's couplet— 

Not aU Arabi«<'8 spices would sufficient be; 

Thou smell'st not of their sweets — ^they stink of thee. 

The orchestra was at the end- of the room, and in front ofc 
it a refreshment counter, where mint juleps and oystB^^ 
patties were served out. There were several, old peopler 
amongst the company, all of whom had either a pair of bones, 
or a tin ratde in- the head of their canes, to beat time, as. 
they could not dance. Presently the fiddles abd banjos > 
struck up, when the floor was quickly tenanted; a move-» 
ment very soon followed by a hurricane of sneenng, during^- 
which I also caught the infection; but the noise of those 
nasal convulsions was partly drowned as the "fun became, 
fast and ftuious," raising up a dust which, seizing every* 
body by the nose, set musicians, dancers, and spectators 
into such a paroxysm of sneezing as brought all simulta* 
neously to a full stop. The ladies seemed ill at ease, too, 
between the shoulders, and many a fair heel was spasmodi- 
cally uplifted to allay the irritation on the other leg, while 
others kept nipping their dresses, as if to annihilate some 
foreign intruder in the lining: in fact, dancing and fiddling 
now became completely mei^ed in sneezing and scratching; 
I felt there was foul play somewhere, for my shins itched* 
most irresistibly; but I very soon found that the suspicion' 

alit upon Mr. W and myself; as the stewards in a body 

came up to us, sneezing, and gave us to tmderstand; sne6& 
ing, the sooner we retired the better fbr our comfort axtd 
safety, as there was a great and general inclination to infliefe 
condign punirfiment on us for what we had done, Thepo- 
was no use in attempting an explanation in the tempest oi' 
sneezing, and left this polished society to sneeze and scratch: 
themselves to their, hearts* content. We, however ascea^ 
tained next morning that? some mischievous wags mans^ed' 
to get into the bfdl-room dining the day, and (hedged the 
floor with hellebore and oayenne, which, sent floating in 
the atmosphere by the beating of the danoers, pioducdd'. 
the annoying results that led to ornr ejection. 

The journey from St. Louis to Independence is acoont^^ 
plished by water;- so we secured our berths on board thfr 
Sacramento; and though J was now tojysiit^yjYeU^fii^iasonrfE 
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totibte ve3Ka4ioiis of travels there was sueh a mob oa hoard! 
the boat, I would rather have walked, could I so have 
managed it, than be stowed away with ihem for a week. 
We had every variety of character, political and otherwise, 
Whig, Democrat, Loeofoco, Loafer, Owner, and Abolition- 
ist, in continiMd' disputation, wrangling about politics,' 
contending about ihe merits of their respective champions, 
and only coinciding in their mode of manufacturing tobacco 
juice. And I must say, all I before saw in that way was 
n^rely a type of tiie custom as compared with its invete- 
raay there; for they ate into a cake of tobacco as an English 
ploughman would into a cut of cheese, and this engendered 
^ch copious secretions of saliva, that the bilious cascades 
streamed out of the scuttle-hole, staining tiie painted sides 
of the vessel like yellow-ochre, and Mnearing the deck with 
disgusting blotches, which rendered footing perfectly inse- 
cure. The distinguishing feature of the habit being so. 
^K)minably filthy, a gentleman on board suggested guano 
a& a substitute,. being "quite as cheap and twice as nasty." 
We sailed twenty-five miles up the Mississippi, where its 
clear watears receive the turbid Missoiuri, up whose stream 
our course lay for near four hundred mil^. At the point of 
junction it is much the larger river of the two, though it. 
yields up its name to its more sl^ider partner. We lay 
to evepry night, for the snags and sawyers on it are so nur 
i9jerous and formidable, no pilot would undertake to run 
after sunset, unless with a full moon and a cloudless i^. 
Xbe country along its banks is, for the most part, thickly 
wooded and level, the soil generally rich and fertile; but it 
i9 eKcessively imhealthy, and the inhabitants or settlers are 
a.g^int race, with drab complexions, the exact reflection of 
Hj^. muddy current. It is not from the water, I believe,, 
they imbibe their maladies; for when it is allowed to settle, 
although it. lose^ its consistence, it retains its colour, and 
makes a well-tasted wholesome beven^e. There are num- 
her& of dry bars throughout the entire rirer^ which; keep 
shifting^ aad thus changing the channel perpetually. They 
are covered Yfk^ wild geese exdusively, for dunng the en- 
tire sail we never saw any other description. of' water-fowU 
the ducks seeming to have their dominion on the limpid 
UUnois, and the geese liieir kingdom on Ibe Misaoim. 
likhere wera.plenty of, wild turkeys in the woods; but fromi 
{|jipeoimfia that one of our pasfengera ^o%J|i^JiJ^^9> 
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here a very desirable bird, for it was all shanks and winga; 
the steward, to whom it was given to prepare for table, 
•asserting "the tarnation critter would soak more butter 
in basting than it was worth." I suspect, however, it must 
have been raised in the regions of malaria, for there is no 
finer or more delicate fowl when you get it in condition, as 
I afterwards did when crossing the plains. We frequentty- 
saw deer swimming across, both ahead and astern of us, 
which afforded the Califomians fine opportunities for rifle 
practice : indeed, throughout each day it was an uninter- 
mitting fusillade, except at meal hours ; and from the reck- 
less manner in which some directed their discharges, and 
the awkward way in which others handled their guns, it 
was next to a miracle that some serious accident did not 
take place, either on board or on shore. 

We passed Mountpleasant as we ascended the stream^ 
and Jefferson City, the capital of the State of Missouri, 
where we waited sufficiently long to explore the place. It 
is a small town, without much trade, or anything deserving 
of notice but the Senate House, which is more remarkable 
for its size and elevated position than its architectural taste. 
Wliile lying here we were overhauled by another boat be- 
longing to an opposition company, and as soon as she was 
discovered the bell was rung violently for ** all on board," 
and the fires were heaped with fuel for a race. I am an ad- 
vocate for speedy travelling, and like the sensation quite as 
much as Dr. Johnson, provided I am seated in a "post 
chaise;" but in this instance there was a large drawback on 
my pleasure, for instead of sitting behind a docile team, I 
was cheek-by-jowl with a high-pressure engine, in danger 
of being cooked to a bubble in hot steam, or blown as food 
for fishes into the cold river. I looked anxiously to the 
shore, and felt a longing desire for a stroll in the woods, 
which became more intense as the black smoke gurgled 
out of the funnel ; for though I did not study the science 
of "Fumography," in Paul Dogherty's school, by which "a 
man can tell by the smoke from the kitchen chunney what 
his neighbour has for dinner," I was sufficiently familiar 
with the miurky element to know there was an explosion 
in our pot if we persevered much longer. We have it on 
the authority of our ancestors, that a "hen on a hot griddle 
betrays a world of uneasiness," and I thought of the troubles 
of the poor bird as I fidgeted about the deck, with the hot 
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x«sin sticking to my shoe soles ; while to aggravate the cir- 
cumstances of our danger, though it was very evident we 
had no chance with our opponent, the order was still to 
heave on more coal and tar staves; and as she drew quite 
close upon our starboard quarter, the word was passed to - 
** try a side of fat bacon;" but the question of speed beinaf^ 
perfectly decided, the passengers unanimously remons- 
trated, and compelled the captain to postpone "the bustin' ** 
till some more favourable opportunity. 

From the number we had on board, and the consequent 
consumption of food, our stock of provisions began to run 
low, so that at the second and third tables there was neither 
milk nor butter, nor a sufl&ciency of fresh meat: a state of 
things which begat a more active competition than usual 
to secure places at the first table, making it a source of great 
danger to enter into the strife when the bell rang. I was 
generally content to await the second class ; and as I stood 
behind the more fortunate passengers, waiting for a vacant 
chair, had an excellent opportunity of studying the West- 
ern mode of dinner tactics; when it struck me forcibly 
that the only way of ensuring expedition is to learn to per- 
form all the evolutions with the same implement, a practice 
in which they all seemed adepts ; first cutting the morsel 
with their knives, then feathering them, sailor fashion, ari*d 
tucking in with them meat and vegetables at one and the 
same time, slipping it from the mouth into the " sarse," or 
sal^cellar, without losing a moment, a thing altogether im- 
possible werp they to wait to use the spoon. Nor do they 
pause for a change of plates, as if the several edibles and 
esculents went into different abdominal compartments ; but 
with strong common sense and true republican abhorrence 
of distinctions, make one answer all the purposes : placing 
their fish, flesh, and fowl, molasses and melted butter, vege- 
tables and bread, in proximate rotation; and instead of &e 
slovenly fashion of leaving stagnant juices to settle and 
congeal, they then wipe all dry with a sponge of soft bread, 
which serves as the tombstone of the meal, and retire from 
the table, without waiting to pick their teeth with their 
tobacco knives, an operation in which they appear to take 
great delight, spending a pleasurable post-prandial half 
hour in digging out the cavities and licking the blades. 

We stopped at Boonville, a very nice little town, to get 
ft. fresh supply of provisions, when a lot of us took advan- 
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t&ge of the period to look at a drove of mulee^ a dealer stfdd 
he h^ m a^padlook beyond th^ towcti On exanaiiung.tbein 
we found they were ai of the American breeds whieh did 
not suit, and returned lekurely towards the quay; but on. 
gettmg to the hill overlooking the river we sa^ the steamer 
underway, and a considerable distanee up > stream. Our 
first idea was to run and engage a boat to follow; but then, 
the absurdity of giving chase to a steamer with oars soon, 
again flashed upon us ; so with one impulse we started at , 
a* quick run along the hill-side, entering a thick for^t. be- 
yond the town, where we were vexatiously retarded by 
brush and logs. About three miles up,' the current of the 
river was fortunately concentrated into a. chacnel betwixt . 
an island and the shore, and ran with such exceeding velo- 
city that the steamer could do little more than stem it; so 
we soon began to close upon her, getting wiliiin hail before 
she got through the gut; but there was a long tail to our 
party, some being -so far behind, the captain was with diffi? 
culty prevailed* on to wait for them. We reached Lezing: 
ton the same ni^t, which is a stirring, thriving town, very 
prettily situated, with a^ne andtwell settled coimtry behind 
it; and next evening got to the point of debarkation, about 
three miles from the town of Independence, where a scene . 
of bustle and confusion ensued it; would, not be easy to, 
describe, as the time of staying was limited, the boat being, 
bound to St. Joseph, sixty mUes higher t^- Everyman 
acted as his own porter, and in the numerous^ colUsiona 
on the gangway, several articles dropped ovey . One en» 
counter took place in which the four belli^rents stumbled 
into the river, which, though not. deep ttioiigh to endanger, 
their lives, had the eflfect of cooling tlieir irascabiUty. 

Independenoe we found predsely what Mr. ^Wr^ — der 
scribed it: abundantly supplied with every article requisitai 
for our outfit; We placed ourselves enturely in the hands, 
of Mr. White, who is extensively engaged in the Mesdoan 
trade, with large branch establishments at Santa Ee and 
Ghihanha, and. having crossed the plains several times tott 
those jdaces, was', from his experience, enabled to give ua; 
many useful suggestions. We seeured from his waggpa- 
builder five of his best light waggons^ several of which; hfc 
had made in anticipation of the demand, and.on.hi^ recona-^- 
mendation, went^out to the residence of Codonfil Balston»to 
pvirchase our muies% He had aereral hmdxed^^rxno^aUy^ 
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of Mexican breed, out of which we made a- seieetion. 6£ ' 
fdrt^'five, being six for each team, and three spaue ones to 
each waggon, as relief animals, m case of fag^ping or acci- 
dent. We also purchased three ndmg-horses for eaeh mess, 
making fifteen, and a bell-mare to keep the mules together^ 
as, strange to say, they form a peculiar attachment to a 
horse, and still greater to a mare; the bdl-mare they will 
foUow through fire or water, superseding the necessity of 
herding or driving them. In cases of Mght, they crowd 
and crouch round her like a flock of ^eep, as if they ex* 
pected protection, betraying, too, at times, a most amusing 
jealousy in endeavouring to get next her ajs they travel along;, 
nipping; biting, and kicking each other, while the object of 
their alPection treats them with the greatest disdain, spum- 
ing their advances with her heels» which, however,, ne^ec 
proTokes retaliation, though they are quick enough to ra- 
sent an injury amongst themselves. 
Our animals in all amounted to> sixty-one, and. we ap- 
' pointed Easter Monday as the day to come and* take them 
away; mean time, we were very industrious in getting 
our other supplies. The town of Independence is nicely 
jdaced on elevated ground^ gently declining all around, witk 
finely-timbered hiUs swelling up beyond the slopes^ whioh 
now presented a most animated appearaiuse, their sides in 
enfery direction being studded with the tenta of intending 
emigrants, with- their animals picketed about, going to and 
&o all day, engaged in making preparations fos dieir ar 
duous journey; in the evening especially, when the several 
camp-fires were lighted up to cook the evening meal, the 
dusky forms flitting across the light, which illumioated, 
with its lurid glare, the grand natural arcades formed by, 
the stately timber, it was a sight strange yet pleasing to 
kok upon. Soft music^ t»o, with its meUowing duwm,. 
came gently floating on the evening zephyr across^ the vale, 
adding its sweet interest to* the scene. They were divided 
into several companies, some intending to trayel wi& oxen, 
some with nmles^ all canvassing for adherents^ in o^er- ta 
have as large trains as possible to be able to meet anjr 
Indian attack. Most of the companies numbered thirty 
messes, or waggons^ and several as high as fij%, while our^ 
little band onl|jr counted five ; but we were wdOL equipped^, 
eadi mmi carrying in his belt a revolver, a smoxd, aodi.. 
bo«eie»-kBi£iL; the moimted. meat having bepidoa aj^ur c# 
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holster-pistols and a rifle slung from the horn of their sacU' 
dies, over and above which there were several double Bjxi 
single-shot guns and rifles suspended in the waggons, in, 
loops, near the fore-part, where they would be easily acces- 
sible in case of attack. 

Few of the others intended starting before the first of 
May, as the spring was unusually backward, and they ap-. 
prehended a scarcity of feed; but on Easter Monday we 
went out to Colonel Ralston's for the animals, having en- 
gaged an experienced teamster and two nigger assistants to 
help us. We had not much trouble in catching them, after 
driving them into an angle of the enclosure, where we got 
hold of the bell-mare, which was led quietly into town with 
her train of mules at her heels, leaving us the* saddle-horses, 
to ride. When we got in we drove them into a large railed 
yard, which we hired for the purpose of getting them inter 
harness, and at this point our real troubles commenced; 
I may add, too, oiu* pains and penalties, for there was not 
one out of the entire who escaped unscathed from tiie task. 
They were a most refractory lot to deal with; not an animal 
of the batch letting on the gear without a fierce struggle, 
frequently mixed up with amusement; for it was most 
laughable to see a re^lar set-to betwixt a nigger and one 
of tiie mules : the mule rearing and lifting up Sambo, hang 
ing on by the ear, into the air, whg, the moment he reached 
the ground, ran at the delinquent with his head like a ram#^ 
butting him in the ribs, sometimes with such force as to, 
completely stun "de dam son ob a jackass," and in bad 
cases seizing the lug in his teeth, and holding on like 
grim death, while a collar was fitting or a breeching being 
adjusted. 

It was tolerably late in the day before our five teams 
were hitched up and ready for the road ; but as we got into 
line, a finely mounted and accoutred little troop, a man on 
each side of every waggon, in the plain but handsome uni- 
form, we looked rather gay, and had a respectable throng 
afcout us, who raised a valedictory and admiring cheer as 
we moved off, only twenty-five strong, nearly three weeks 
in advance of the remainder of the emigration. We only 
travelled eight miles, taking up our quarters near Colonel 
Bussell's rendezvous, who was to lead a very large company 
across the plains thai season. It was a fine night, our good 
stars seeming to shine auspiciously upon us. Discipline 
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was now commenced, and guard relieved every two hours. 
Ijiext morning we had another series of battles with the 
tnules; but we got them in, and in motion, without any 
breakage or accident, and proceeded over twelve miles of 
magnificent country to the Line : I don't mean the great 
globular girdle from which Mrs. Kamsbottom would give 
her eyes to get a few yards for a unick bell-pull, but the 
line of demarcation between the pale-face and the Indiani 
&e extreme margin of civilisation, the boundary agreed 
upon in solemn treaty between the government of the 
United States and the convocation of desert chieftains, as 
the last limit of encroachment, the point at which the plough 
of the hardy settler was to stop, where the hunting-groimd 
of the red-skin commenced, stretching away into illimitable 
space. 

The tribes close by the border are the Shawnees and 
Delawares, immediately beyond whom, on the Kansas, are 
ihe Pottawottomees : aU of whom are partly Christianised, 
and speak and imderstand a little English; but neither pre- 
cept, example, nor encouragement, can convert them into 
useful or industrious habits ; for though game has become 
very scarce on the frontier prairies, they prefer depending 
for sustenance on its precarious supply to raising food from 
the soil. They receive a pension from the States for the 
ground they have yielded up west of the Mississippi, which 
is paid them quarterly, .through the medium of States* 
officers, called Indian agents, whose duty it is also to pre- 
vent any whites from settling beyond the boundary, unless 
Aose who by intermarriage get tracts in right of their 
squaws. Smiths and carpenters, paid by the States, are 
settled at convenient points as far as the Kansas Biver, but 
not beyond, to make ploughs, farming implements, doors, 
sashes, and house furniture, or whatever else the Indians 
may require; but their labour is not much sought for in 
those matters: they are principally employed in doctoring 
old guns and powder-flasks, and repairing bridles, spurs, 
and stirrup-irons, as those neighbouring tribes pride them- 
selves on the appearance and efficiency of such-like arti- 
. des. They are kind and harmless, robust and good-look- 
ing, but' excessively addicted to drink when within their 
reach. We had them constantly in our camp, and spirits 
was the only thing they appeared to desiderate. 

We had here a fine field for training our mules, as we 



eould start off in any direction without fear of an orer^t 
•from gripe or pulley; «o every morning, the first tiling 
after brealJast, we all mustered to harness them, and give 
tiiem a good drive, lest idleness should cause them to re- 
.lapse into their original miilishness. We waited here five 
days, and hired an ox-waggon, laden with com for feed, to 
faecompany us as far as the Kansas, as the gmss was so 
short it woiild not afford sufficient pasture. During our 
.i^OFt sliay we fed the stodc almost exclusively on com, 
•whidh we got on veiy moderate terms from < the neighbomr- 
iing ^Ecrmers. Mules are exceedingly fond of it, partiotdarly 
:in the cob, and shell it off most cunningly, witiiout losing 
.a ^ndn. There is a tavern built at tiie point of departure 
:<5aUed the House of Eefuge, one*half of it being beyond 
the Line, and, consequentiy, beyond the pale of United 
>1fttates' laws; so that* once within that wing, you are beyond 
the grasp of the sheriff. It is, I understand, gen^[^y well 
tenant^i, and at the time of my visit had not a comer left 
for a costive debtor. 

We were confoundedly annoyed, morning and evening, 
by hordes of half'wild hogs, which the settlers suffer to 
.propagate ad infinUmn in the woods; a most unsightiy ani- 
imal: long and stilty, like tiie old Milesian pig, but with 
mai^ and tusks peculiarly wild-boarish. , They are bold as 
fbrasB, and fierce as tigers when provoked, dis^ying con- 
siderable sagacity as well; ior although they were not to be 
^een during the day, they came punctually morning and 
evening as we were feeding our mules and horses, devour- 
ing the com which we threw upon the ground. Some Of 
the. mules kept the interlopers at bay; but it required* our 
united efforts, armed with great bludgeons, to get tixe tre- 
mainder a quiet repast; and in doing so we were frequently 
turned upon by those ferocious brutes, who imbued me, 
diufing my short sojourn in their neighbourhood, witii a 
perfet^y Jewish antipathy to the whole swinish multitude. 

In our camp on the Line we became regularly drilled 
into the duties < and customs of our new life, and, by mutual 
agreement, took upon ourselves the several branches Qi 
labour involved in the journey: some consenting to drive, 
some to cook, otiiers undertaking to wash, patch, and mend 
clothes, harness, <l;c. &c. &c. but all obliged to take .tk«ir 
regular spells at guard. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Start 'Monday, \&h iApriU-.F«elfaag on Umndbtiig out on tbo Pmiie.«J>esorlpkli»n of 
liid Sten»^TIi» Lone Ekn^DtoAppointmant— BnU Creek..«oi]dBg Bain Storan 
-^PlMsiiig Soenoy-^Stiok in (he MucU^UnploMant QnarCm — WoMah Serenade 
■ . In dian Creels — Handsome Landscape — Indian Yisit^Croasing of tlie Waka- 
rosa: its Difficoltiea — Coon Point — Prairie Spring— Game — Absence of tlie 
Buffido : the Cause — Effect on Indian Population — The Shonganong — Bad Tra. 
irening — Break an Axle — ^Indian Settlement— Break a Tongue — Alarming Acci- 
dent — Blacksitiith's «hop and Residenoe-^Trouble afooftt getting Urn to Woric 
^-Iteadi the KanaM-^-Rlsk of OPosslng^Catah aome Fislu-Beaatifal Valky 
^ the Kiiwis tTBadiag Pott^^tjFle Of Trading «her»-.lndian Fops— Feny 
of tbe Sanaas — ^SeOeoklons— French Catholio Mkeion— DeTotedness of the Eev. 
Father to his Flook and Pupils— ConMmct a temporary Viaduct — Approach the 

. Pawnee Nation — Their Habits and Propensities — Attempt to Steal our Animals — 
''The Vermilion'* — Indian Interposition — Shoot Birds resembling Woodcock 
— Number of Wolves — Disappointment about the Portion of the Big Blue — 
Bad Camping' Ground — Miss one of our Men-^PfOtraoted and Iktiguhig Search.^ 
Cause of IdaStrajin^^Dlrectioni to prereaC Mch OooarreMM for the Future. 

■Oir Monday, the 16th of April, we fairly launtihed out on 
our long and arduous journey, like a small fleet leaving a 
•roadstead for ithe vast and trtickless ocean, and soon left in 
Hie dim distance the last haunts of our civilised brethren. 
An ineSfpreasiMe feeling of silent contemplation seemed to 
pervade the entire company, as we proceeded without ex- 
chaai|^ing an observation for some hours. It was tiie first 
*time* that any of us had traversed the lonely pathways of 
ihe desert; Mid the solemn stillness of iminvaded nature, 
cthe measureless immensity of the regions aroimd us, fenced 
'only by the horizon, produced! a contrast most striking and 
yaBpres8iV€,^giving birth to emotions that required to be cra- 
dled in thought and reflection before they took flight in 
utterance. 

As^I castmy eye over the broad surface of the prairie it 
'looked dike a perfect level; still it is a series of immense 
unduk/tions, like the hi^e^iazy swells of « the Atlantic in a 
Oftlm. Vegetation was oi^y beginning .to sprout ; but though 
the herbage -was short it was deliciously green : there was 
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no object to break the monotony of the view: no hill, no 
mound, no crag nor bush — ^until we came in sight of The 
Lone Elm : a solitary tree, that stands upon the margin of 
a pool, like an outcast from the forest. We approached the 
water as we would an imexpected. banquet, but, to our great 
mortification, foimd the putrid carcase of an ox rotting in 
the middle of it, emitting a stench that even caused our 
animals to taste it daintily. We reached a camping gi'ound 
twenty-eight miles from tiie frontier, called BuU Creek, the 
point where the Santa Fe trail diverges in a south-westerly 
direction, and found tolerable gi-ass about the stream, with 
a miserable habitation, and an Indian attempt at cultivsr 
tion. Though favoured with a fine day, as night came on, 
black heavy clouds and floating masses of watery vapour 
gave indication of a storm, which burst upon us just as we 
sat to supper, blowing a hurricane, and teeming down tor- 
rents of rain. It was perfectly useless to attempt pitching 
our tents, as they would be blown down; besides, the 
ground was running over with water, so that we could not 
sleep on it. We therefore took shelter in our waggons; 
and though I was thoroughly soaked when my guard was 
relieved, I went to sleep in my wet clothes, in a position 
not very conducive to repose, and awoke in the morning 
without any symptom of cold or sickness: a proceeding, 
that would have been regarded at home as a species of sui- 
cide. 

The morning opened finely, and we were after breakfast 
and in motion before seven o'clock; but the ground, satu- 
rated with the heavy rain, made the draught very severe. 
The country over which we passed to-day was more inte- 
resting, rising into more elevated slopes, and pleasingly 
diversified by the belts of timber that fringed the stream 
which ran across oiu* path. It rather surprised me to find 
those rivulets so few and insignificant, considering the 
vast amoimt of drainage they have to carry oflF; which 
shows there must be a very porous subsoil: for the deluge 
of the previous night had no perceptible effect on their 
current. 

We expected to reach the Wakarusa that night; but in 
crossing a deU where the water lodged, our waggons got so 
embedded in the mud, and the footing for the mules be- 
eame so soft and bad, we were obliged to completely unload 
them, jand carry the contents on ourbacks in small loads 
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over to where there was firm ground, which occupied us 
until dark, necessitating us to take up our quarters on the 
spot, without water, except that which welled up in the 
waggon tracks or wheel ruts, which did not impart a very 
agreeahle flavour to our coffee ; but we had an excellent 
substitute for fire-wood in the dry weeds that covered the 
swamp, which ignited readily, throwing out a great heat 
and a brilliant light, and, I suppose, attracting packs of 
wolves, who favoured us with a most tismal serenade 
dining supper, most provokingly prolonging it throughout 
the night, to the confiision of the dreamers, and rendering 
it necessary to have a sharp look-out for the harness, for 
those ravenous animals would tear up all the softer por- 
tions of the leather unless they were driven off. 

Next day we made a short stage, coming upon a fine fer- 
tile bottom, where, for the first time, we met anything like 
a growth of new grass. It was too tempting to pass by, as 
I thought a good cool repast after the dry, warm com feed- 
ing, would be refreshing and invigorating to oiu" animals. 
There was, besides a further temptation in the wild love- 
liness of the spot, with a limpid rivulet, called Indian Creek, 
flowing along the base of a bold bluff, capped with timber, 
which held the sweet meadow in its. embrace, on whose 
bosom the indigo plant, with its pale blue flower, and the 
wild pink verbena, were just beginning to imfold their 
beauties, spangling the verdant cai'pet with their variegated 
hues. In the distance, to the south-east, a ^^nse wood 
boimded the view, constituting a landscape that would not 
fail to charm the most enthusiastic admirer of natural 
scenery. We halted a second day in this lovely neighbour- 
hood, and had a visit fi*om some Indians, whose huts were in 
the forest for the convenience of game, tlie deer being con- 
strained to resort to the wood for pasture. As the natives 
in those districts bum the grass on the plains in order to 
concentrate them into a species of battue, they did not 
desire any food, but would take brandy if we gave it them : 
they were, however, content and gratefiil for some small 
presents of tobacco and beads. 

The Wakarusa was only five miles distant; but there 
were several sloughs that crossed oiu* route, compelling us 
to take long detours to avoid them, making our actual 
advance so inconsiderable, that it was noon before we got 
to the high banks overhanging that river, which is of a 
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tolerable size compared with the other creeks and rivulets 
we passed. I should mention that the term "Creek" is 
applied in western prairie life to little streams or broeks, 
though its general signification is that of bay or indenta- 
tion. The descent was a matter of extreme difecolty, from 
its excessive steepness and the sinuosities of the path; so 
we took out the two lead spans from each waggon, locked 
both hind-wheels, and held back with ropes attached to 
the axle; but even with these precautions it was a veiy 
risky undertaking. I stationed double teams at the bottom^ 
hitching them to the waggons before they got time to sink, 
which pulled them over, and up the opposite banks, by a 
liberal application of whipcord, and a storm of shouting 
and hallooing, at strange variance with the usual repose of 
the locality. This sort of obstacles materially enhanced 
the difficulties of our march, and made large gaps in our 
slow progress of waggon travelling. . 

The country now for some miles became hilly and 
broken, covered with a debris of gravel and loose round 
stones, of a darit reddish tint. There was one very elevated 
bluff, called Coon Point, at the foot of which stands aa 
abyss, with very good water; but we pushed on to a place 
called Prairie Spring, situated at the head of a grassy 
ravine, from which we started a small herd of deer that 
were slaking their thirst at the clear fountain. One of our 
party also flushed and shot a brace of prairie hens : a fine 
bird, somewhat larger than oiu* grouse, but resembling it 
closely in shape and plumage. The flavour of their flesh. 
was exquisitely delicate, forming a very welcome addition to 
our otherwise invariable fare of fried bacon. 

Some years back, herds of bufl&ilo used to room in unre- 
strained freedom over those plains, slain only as the wants 
of food and raiment pressed uppn the Indian ; but so soon 
as the fiu'-trading companies commenced the traffic for 
the hides, they were slaughtered without regard to the 
flesh, and the hides bartered for beads and baubles, until 
the incesssant warfare drove them back upon the banks of 
the Platte, leaving no substitute for food but the timid, wary 
deer. Whether the steady decrease in the Indian family 
is attributable to the decrease of their wonted sustenance, 
cannot be well determined; but it is quite remarkable that 
since that period the population has been gradualfy gettiog 
thinner, some of the tribes becoming wholly extinct. 



FROM KEW YORK TO CALIFORNIA. 51 

Next morning we ascended from the ravine to an ele- 
vated ridge of grassy land, along which we travelled ten or 
twelve miles, enjoying a magnificent prospect on each hand 
of the boimdless plains, intersected with their little aqueous 
arteries and lines of timber, that in some places resembled 
the studied planting of large demesnes ; and probably, at no 
very distant period, this untenanted paradise will be dotted 
with the abodes of the pale-face, and its solemn grandeur 
dispelled by the busy acti\ity of industry and commerce. 
We directed our coiurse to the upper crossing of the Kansas, 
at the Pottawottomee Mission, or trading post, as it is 
more generally called, diverging from tiie more frequented 
track towards a small river, called the Shonganong, 
when our travelling became very difl&cult, from the entire 
absence of any path and the softness of the ground. The 
first branch of that river was altogether impassabl<e, until 
we made a sort of corduroy sole, by cutting down trees and 
strewing their trunks on the bottom — ^an expedient we 
were also forced to adopt at the second branch, where we 
unfortunately broke an axle in one of the waggon's ; but, 
as we took the precaution* of bringing a spare one to each, 
dressed, and ready for putting on, save the iron shoulders, 
^ich we took from the broken one, it was not so bad an 
aecident as might be imagined: nevertheless, even with 
this fiacility, it occupied us till dark before all was set to 
lights. 

^ Thei« is a small settlement of Christianised Indians be- 
tween the forks of this river, under the immediate patron- 
^e of the missionaries ; but their attempts at fencing and 
cultivation give bad promise of ultimate success; and the 
rrmiage of their household was quite on a par with their 
agricultural progress. They had nice little log-houses 
erected for tiiem, plainly furnished with chairs, tables, 
dresser, &c. all of which served merely as ornaments, 
for they never use them, cooking their food in the 
primitive fashion, and squatting to th^ir meals in prefer- 
ence to sitting at table. They have herds of small horses, 
animals of great endurance, but cannot be induced to 
keep or attend to any cows about the settlement, which, 
i^eed, is not particularly well chosen, either in regard to 
the beauty of the situation or quality of the soil, being 
surrounded with slou^s and morasses, in one of which 
w« broke a waggon-tongue the following morning, and weE 
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nigh lost a span of lead mules, who all but disappeared m 
the mire, the middle span falling over them and snapping^ 
the tongue, obliging us to cut off the harness hurriedly, 
and drag out the topmost ones with ropes ; two men stand- 
ing up to their armpits in mud, holding up the heads of 
the others to prevent their suffocation. This second acci* 
dent caused great detention, for we had to apportion th6 
loading of the crippled Waggon amongst the other four, 
until we got as far as the smith's, about eight miles off, 
where we expected to have the fracture repaired. We now 
got into a very hiUy country, sparely covered with timber; 
some of the descents being so abrupt, that the waggons 
ran down on the animals, even though double locked in 
the rough. 

We found the smith at home, in a very comfortable 
dwelling, with an excellent forge, established in Mission 
Creek, which flows through and is fed by the drainage 
of those hills. Mr. Monday was surrounded with most 
of the comforts and necessaries of life; plenty of fine 
stock, abundance of fowl, excellent tillage, well-cropped 
gardens, and an illimitable scope of the finest grazing 
land. There were several Indians lounging about the 
premises and fiddling in the forge when we arrived, but 
none of them appeared to require the smith's services at 
that particular time, which led me to suppose we would 
have our job done off hand; however, Mr. Monday told 
me he durst not work for any but the Indians, unless by 
special leave from the States' agent, or the Indian appointed 
in that capacity by the tribe : rather a disagreeable piece 
of information, as the one was wholly inaccessible, and the 
other so very remote, that it would require two days to 
hunt him up. Monday, however, gave us permission to 
use his forge ; and, though none of us had attempted any- 
thing of the kind, we had no alternative but try; and had 
actually commenced hammering out straps for the fractured 
tongue, when, to our great delight, the Indian chief was 
descried riding up. Monday stated our mishap to him, 
and before he arrived, suggested the policy of a propitiative 
present; in compliance with which, I offered his highness 
a handsome sheath-knife, which he was graciously pleased 
to accept, telling Mr. Monday to inform us, " that as we 
were travellers going on a journey beyond the great hills, 
he gave permission to him to repair the damage," a p^- 



FBOM NEW YOBK TO CALIFOENIA. 53 

wssion for which Mr. Monday subsequently demanded 
payment at a very exorbitant rate. We reached the banks 
of the Kansas at dusk the same evening, and had a levee 
of Indians and yoimg half-castes from the trading post 
round our camp-fires the most of the night, on whom we 
had to keep a sharp look-out to prevent their pilfering 
propensities. 

The trading post is a small hamlet, composed of some 
half-dozen shops and a little straggUng subiu'b of wigwams. 
The shops are kept by white men, licensed to supply the 
Indians around with the flimsy, fantastic, and trumpery 
articles they require; liquor being specially interdicted, and 
very properly so. But the, same kindly soUcitude that pro- 
hibits the sale of spirits, should take some measures to 
• protect tho^e unsophisticated people from the gross extor- 
tion, the vile imposition, practised on tliem in Qiose estab- 
lishments, into which the whole of the Indian pension money 
finds its way : gaudy patterns of flimsy calico rating as high 
as the richest satin; saddles, bridles, and spurs, of the very 
commonest kind, fetching a higher price than padded or 
quilted articles of the same manufacture; and beads, rings, 
whistles, and Httle looking-glasses, all selling in the same 
ratio. They give them out on credit till the quarter-day 
comes round, when the poor Indian punctually hands over 
bis pension to Ihose unconscionable harpies. 
\, There are not many Indians living immediately at the 
trading post; but the day after we came to the Kansas, 
being Simday, swarms of them came on their ponies from 
the various settlements^ around, the older amongst them 
wrapped in paiti-coloured blankets, while most of the 
younger portion were given to grotesque dandyism, attired 
in ill-fitting American costume; the great feature of the 
dress, and the one on which they principally plumed them- 
selves, being very lofty shirt collars and projecting frills, 
adorned with great platter brooches of stained glass, which 
I supposed cost them as much as pure mother-o'-pearl. 
We were in expectation of getting a supply of mocassins 
here, but those educated country gentlemen now deem such 
occupations entirely beneath them, leaving mean emj^loy- 
ments of that kind to their unenlightened brethren in the 
far west. 

Early on the following morning we discharged oiu* tender 
waggon, dividing the com that remained equally amongst 
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aur own five, and moved down close to the >bank o€ the 
river, which is here over one hundred yards wide, tolerably 
deep, and flawing with a rapid current. One of the white 
traders, in anticipation of the emigration, having built what 
they c£^l a scow, a large flat-bottomed boat, capable of 
carrying a waggon loaded, together wilh the team — ^a very 
unwieldy craft, propelled with long poles and clumsy oars — 
we chartered it for the occasion raflier than run the risk of 
fording. The crossing entailed a vast deal of trouble and 
labour, first in getting the mules and waggons on b<MU2d» 
then hauling the boat up stream near half a mile,^. to a 
point where, the current taking a shoot to the opposite 
shore, the painter was cast off, and she was swept doimn 
more than half a mile before she made a landing; thea, 
after discharging her, she had again to be dragged up aloiig 
the shore a considerable distance,, drifting down again in 
the back'passage, a series of operations that had to be go&e 
through with the transportation of each waggon, and whidi 
tried our metal to the farthest. The loose animals we giot 
over by swimming; one of oin: party taking soil on ihe 
bell-mare, who very soon was siurounded by her "train .of 
attendants. 

We proceeded fi*om the river a few miles up the valley 
of the Kansas, encamping on a quick clear stream,, iiidiere 
we caught some fish. It is impossible to conceive a moxid 
lovely valley, lying between the river and a range of greea 
grassy hills of most pleasing configuration, on whose braw 
myriads of delicate flowers, attracted by the genial smiks 
of spring, were peeping up amidst the sprouting herbi^ge, 
with groves and clmnps of timber budding into folij^e, aod 
blossoming shrubs skirting the plain along the stream, 
making it look like a favourite resting-place of nature, where 
I feh I could bury all aspirations of ambition, and taking a 
long farewell of ^e busy world, spend the remainder of 
my days in sequestered happiness. And as, yieldirig to 
this blissftd feeling, I lay down outside my tent on my 
. prairie bed, gazing on the spangled canopy, which hung on 
high like a celestial chandeUer in the heaven of heav^is, 
the vastness of creation, and the omnipotence of the Al- 
mighty, filled my mind with a hdy reverential awe, a 
sweet transport of devotional meditation, I never before 
experienced, causing me to imagine, when breathing my 
prayers before this resplendent altar, that I was ixkore 
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dli^etfy communing with the throne of Divine grace than 
in the carved and gilded temples of man. 

There is a French Catholic mission at the extremity of 
the vale, ihe most advanced post of Christianity on the 
prairie, where the worthy minister has estabUshed a school 
in the litde log chapel; and as I entered I found him in 
the midst of his half-tamed scholars, labouring to impart 
the blessings of education, with a fervid zeal emanating 
from the purest sources of philanthropy, without any 
woridly incentive to feed it, or any reward but the conso- 
lations of a happy conscience. 

Another obstacle to our progress presented itself here, 
in an immense tree, which was blown down in a deep gully 
that crossed oiir path, just in the place where the crossing 
was easiest Its great size forbade any attempt at removing 
it; so we set all hands to work with spades and shovels, 
cutting an incline in each bank, which we accompUshed 
much sooner than I expected, the deep rich blAck loam 
l»ving neither a rock nor stone commingled with it, being 
dug into like a turf bank. We also cut down some middle- 
sized trees to fill it up, as it was so narrow at the bottom 
the waggon perches would be in danger of breaking. From 
this we had five or six miles of very bad travelling, over a 
half-dried morass, the wheels fi«quentiy cutting through 
the sod to the axles ; we managed, however, to pull through, 
ted reached first-rate camping ground before dark, on a 
nice cool stream, where the pasture was excellent and the 
scenery charming. 

As we were now drawing close to the confines of the 
Pawnee nation, a tribe notorious for their adroitness in 
thieving, I caused the animals to be picketed compactly, 
in order that the guard could watch them more securely : a 
precaution opportunely adopted ; for in the middle of the 
ni^ we were all aroused by the sharp crack of a rifle, dis- 
charged aitea* two of those savages, who crawled on their 
bellies in amongst the mules, and cutting two of the lariats,* 
^^®?e in the act of leading them oflT, when the uneasiness of 
the remainder brought one of the guard to the spot in time 
to prevent the theft. He only got a ^ance at :die Indians 
as they phmged into the thicket, but fired after them, with 
^«teit effect we had no ineans of judging. We saw several 
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rattlesnakes about our camp in the morning, and killed 
two of a very large size. 

We nooned next day at the Vermilion, a good-sized stream, 
running over a red sandstone bottom, that imparts the ap- 
pearance of a reddish hue to its waters, from which I sup- 
pose it derives its name, though in reality the water is as 
clear as crystal. Having made it a point, whenever I met 
any person who could talk English or make intelligible 
signs, to get all the information I could respecting our 
route, and in answer to my inquiries at the mission, being 
given to miderstand that from the Vermilion to the Blue we 
would not find either wood or water, I prudentially gave 
instructions that each waggon should take in a supply of 
those indispensable articles, when some Indians coming 
past, and observing, with their usual acuteness, what we 
were about, made signs to us to stop, motioning to us that 
" there was plenty of both beyond the hills, which we would 
reach this sun." At first I was disinclined to run the risk; 
but as we had some-very sharp ascents before us, and the 
loads were still heavy, I trusted to tlieir gestures, nor was 
I disappointed, as we found a sweet purling brook and 
plenty of firewood. 

We here shot several bkds, most exactly resembling our 
own woodcock in size, plumage, and conformation : in fact, 
there was no traceable dissimilarity, nor, according to my 
palatial reminiscences, was there any difference of taste in 
' the flesh ; but the haiuits and habits of the birds, associating 
in flocks on a naked plain, in the warm season, was so 
totally different from the woodcock, I could not believe in 
the identity. No one can appreciate the luxiuy of fre^ 
meat so well as he who has been for weeks on salt rations; 
and believe me I enjoyed my modicum of the game with a 
most exquisite gout. An apprehension of being devoiured 
by wolves disturbed our slumbers, such amazing numbers 
of them kept prowling and howling about our camp all 
night. We shot two of them of a large size; well-knit ani- 
mals, that would, I think, be a match for the strongest 
mastiff in a single encounter. They are very fleet, and 
possessed almost of the sagacity of the fox. 

At simrise next morning we were all astir, and had break- 
fast disposed of, in order to be in time at the " Big Blue" (a 
large river), and cross it before dark. It is laid down by 
explorers as thirteen miles from the Vermilion, leaving it, 
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by computation, seven from our camping-ground. We 
started early, and travelled steadily for three hours, making, 
according to our average of two and one-half miles an hour, 
some eight miles, when we met a lively limpid stream, 
shaded by fine elms and sycamore-trees ; but its dimensions 
forbade ^e idea of its being the "Big Blue;" so we con- 
tinued our course, constantly expecting to see indications 
of a large river ahead. The country all aroimd was black 
and naked, high, rolling, imbimit prairie; but we perse- 
vered until the sun's course and our poor animals were 
near run down, without discovering the slightest appear- 
ance of it; and although I sent out our horsemen in diffe- 
rent directions in quest of camping-ground, they were 
unable to find any better than a green stagnant pool, round 
the margin of which there was a dry, coarse gi*ass, that 
made sufficient fire to boil our coffee ; those who were under 
the control of appetites being obliged to eat their bacon 
raw. We skimmed off the slime from the water, and 
strained the dirty fluid through the tail of a waggon-sheet, 
which cleansed it somewhat; but it still retained an abomi- 
nable vegetable taste, which we endeavoured to smother by 
putting in an extra quantity of coffee. After helping our- 
selves we let the animals take their turn, and by the time 
they had done, the stuff left was of the consistence of mo- 
lasses, leaving us without the means of making a hot break- 
fest in the njonaing, and confining our fare to raw bacon 
Mid hard bread. 

In calling over the roll in the evening we were all alarmed 
at the absence of one of the party, who did not answer to 
his name, or return the signal of a gun-shot. No one could 
tell the cause of his lea\Thg camp, nor could I clearly ascer- 
tain if he came up with the train. Having no wood to light 
fires for his guidance, our only alternative was to sally out 
in various directions, hallooing and firing to attract his at- 
tention ; and after a two hours' search, he was found at a 
long distance from camp ; but as the party that met him 
could not communicate their good fortime to the others, 
they continued their search until morning, being, in reahty, 
unable to find their own way back to quarters until the sun 
got up, and even then not without gi^eat trouble : so difficult 
is it to make one's way to any particular point without any 
landmark to guide you in those interminable plains. The 
cause of all this trouble and anxiety followed a pack of 
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prairie hens until he lost his reckoning, and then getting 
confounded and alarmed as darkness closed upon him, set 
oS at a brisk pace, turning his back on the place he wished 
to gain. I was more annoyed at the occurrence, as most 
of the party were so fagged they were badly able to 
travel, without even the coinfort of a good breakfast after 
their night's fatigue ; but the inhospitable region where we 
were constrained us to push on in search of better qimr- 
'ters. I gave directions that, for the future, parties going 
out to hunt should be at least made up of three persons; 
for, independent of the danger of going astray, stragglers 
were in danger of being cut off by Indians, who from 
thenceforward were not to be overtrusted. 
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It was late before we started, but we made certain the 
river ran on the other side of a range of barren hills, about 
eight miles distant. It took us three hours to gain their 
summit, from which we had an extensive view, without, 
however, any sign or symptom of the Big Blue, as far as 
the eye could penetrate into the distance; so I reluctantly 
came to the conclusion that the river we passed last eveur 
ing was the one in question, but that we struck at a different 
point from others, whose estimate of distances confounded 
us. We observed from ihis eminence a dusky appearance 
in front, but were unable to determine at the time whether 
it was smoke or a low black cloud. However, as we approxi- 
mated, our doubts were soon resolved: it was smoke ema- 
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Bating from a prairie on fire right in our track, tite flames 
traveUing rapidly towards us, with a fayourable breeze. I 
immediately ordered the prairie to leeward of us to be fired 
in several places, and the bell-mare to be caught, who with 
the loose animals was betraying symptoms of alarm, that 
I feared would cause them to stampede: mean while the 
fire came down upon us, roaring, extending north and 
south about three miles, presenting a grand but terrific 
^>ectaole. The next move was to get the waggons into the 
space cleared by our own fire, and make the mules and 
horses firmly fest to the wheels. The smoke came drift- 
ing before the flames in dense hot wreaths as we secured 
the lariats, the animals snorting and shaking with dread; 
and some of them rearing in affright, and breaking the 
tieings, bolted away wildly, imtil they overtook the flames 
before them, when they rushed firanticly back, plunging 
in amongst those that remained. The heat now became 
excessively imcomfortable, for our line was not over fifteen 
yards from the edge of the unbumt grass to windward, and 
we could not back the waggons without loosening the ani- 
mals. As the devouring element came closer, burning 
wisps were carried in the air, endangering our waggon 
covers and the powder-casks; but the heat became so 
intense we were forced to leave them to their fate, and 
prosjirate ourselves, the smoke now gleaming with a murky 
flame, at a perfectly singeing temperature, producing a 
difficulty of breathing that threw Mr. M ^n (a gentle- 
man with delicate lungs) into convulsions. But those 
dreadful moments quickly passed away; a few more seconds 
and the last blade of grass was consiuned, and the monster 
that threatened to lick us into his flaming throat vanished 
with the wind, leaving a bald and blackened plain arotmd 
us. I had often read descriptions of prairies on fire, and 
thus became familiar with the proper mode of acting in 
such an emergency; but the graphic pen of Washington 
Irving, or the eloquent portraiture of Cooper, is tame 
and feeble as compared with the awful reality. 

It behoved us now to be on the alert, as but a few hours 
of the day remained, and, froxa the course of the fire, we 
could not expect to find any pasture for several miles. We 
therefore pushed along at a double-quick pace, until we 
descried a belt of timber on an apparently level plain, 
without hills or bluffs that would indicate a large river, 
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where we found a stream of considerable size, with vrht&i* 
the clearest I ever remember to have seen, even in a still 
well, and swarming with fish, which we could see as plainly 
as birds in the air, darting about as we went into the ford. 
There were marks of a recent Indian encampment on the 
banks, at which no doubt the fire originated, for the prairie 
was burned jtist to that point, and no farther. We formed 
om^ on the opposite bank, and had a glorious fish repast 
on shad and catfish, which I ate- for the first time, and 
found to be excellent. Having caught as many at a few 
draughts as furnished supper, and breakfast the next morn- 
ing, tiiis welcome change of diet put us all in good humour; 
and the evening passed away pleasantly, our wild bivouac 
resounding with the jocund song and the ringing lau^ 
at the expense of those who were obstinate in their ojn- 
nions that the river of yesterday was the Big Blue, one 
and all having agreed that the waters now flowing past us 
were those of that river, notwithstanding that its position 
did not tally with that assigned to it by trappers and ex- 
plorers, nor its volume correspond with the recorded dimen- 
sions of the Blue. 

Since our first night's drenching on Bull Creek, when 
we devoutly anathematised hail, rain, and sleet, we had not 
a shower or shade of lowering weather; but, like all capri- 
cious mortals, we had been heaving pluvial sighs ^r the 
last few days, which at long last attracted the sympathy of 
the elements, and brought down copious tears of compas- 
sion on our bereavement. 

Before retiring to our buffalo robes, all assembled in my 
tent to examine the vacuous map of those regions, and as- 
certain the probable distance to the Platte, as well as shape 
our course, and agree upon camping points. While thus 
engaged, the rain pattered more /heavily on the canvass, 
and at intends a low growling of distant thunder came 
along, like a mighty piece of ordnance in the heavens, rum- 
bling louder and louder as it approximated, tmtil it ex- 
ploded with a bursting crash above our heads, that promptly 
broke up our cotmcil of travel : brilliant coruscations from 
above flashing through the tent-cloth, betwixt the discharges, 
paling tlie weak light of the lamp ; and as I went to the 
door to look on this awe-striking phenomenon, black fields 
of cloud hovered in the sky, fringed with a halo from the 
bright fires that glared behind them, opening momentarily 
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m seams of livid light, and emitting spiral pillars of vivid 
fyte, adown which, fancy would discover torrents of electric 
fluid pouring into the tiiirsty earth. It was a scene of sur- 
passing sublimity, such as I never before witnessed; but 
its violence soon expended its fury, leaving us ere midnight 
a glorious starlit firmament. 

A most delightful morning succeeded, and all nature 
seemed refreshed from the rain : the plains clothed with 
a delicious verdure, the lovely flowerets expanding their 
virgin bosoms, and emitting their fragrance on the bahny 
air, the sod beautifully elastic for travelling, and even the 
animals I thought looking sleek and glossy. We had 
breakfast over, our waggons greased, and teams tackled 
by seven o'clock, and set out, as we thought, in quest of 
another river, the course of which is more accurately laid 
down than the Blue. After travelling about eight miles, 
we came to. a pebbly brook, flowing through a basin of the 
richest land we had met, not even excepting the fertile valley 
of the Kansas : its velvet carpet decked out in a most gor- 
geous garniture of floral beauty. The larkspur, the wild 
pink verbena, the wild blue bean, and various others strange 
to me. I looked about for the familiar primrose, but it was 
howhere to be found; nor do I think it might have hidden 
its head amongst any of its foreign competitors, whose 
sweet perfume was overmatched by the pungent odours of 
the wild onion, which I had met frequently before, but never 
in such quantity or maturity. We gathered a large quan- 
tity, which gave an agreeable relish to our standing dish, 
and were productive of other effects of a desirable nature 
in our long vegetable abstinence. In going up the hill, 
J observed an animal stealing away in the long grass that 
bordered the brooks, and taking an off-hand rifle crack at 
him, materially quickened his pace, and extracted a sample 
of his vocalism. It turned out to be a wolf; and seeing by 
his going lame that he was wounded, all the horsemen 
gave chase, running him so close that they kept peppering 
him with their revolvers imtil they brought him down ; but 
in the careless eagerness of the chase, a misdirected or 
rebounding ball struck the nose of one of the horses, which 
made so sudden a curve that he unseated his rider, Mr. 

J y, one of the most timid of our party, who was always 

holding forth about Indian surprises and ambuscades. A 
wag amongst the lot, seeing him fall, raised the shout of 
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"Indians, Indians!" and headed a retreat to the waggons 
at a furious pace, leaving my little friend "alone in his 
glory;" but* fearing the alarm might prore too serious a 
shock for his nerves, I went back to his relief, cantering np 
the rise to meet or hail him; however he was noT^ere to 
be seen. I then galloped across to the opposite hill, from 
which I had an extensive reconnoissance ; but still he was 
not within view. I next made the horsemen scatter about; 
returning myseK to the dead wolf, the place at which the 
accident occurred, and shouting lustily, the horsemen join- 
ing in the call at tiie top of their lungs, vrithout eliciting a 
response or appearance. I now began to feel somewhat 
nervous; but knowing from the time, distance, and expan- . 
sive view, he could not have been carried off by Indians, I 
ordered and commenced a close search, which, consider- 
ing that the herbage was short, and little or no cover for 
hiding, I felt assured would bring him to light; in fiact 
there was no place for concealment but a dry gully, about 
two feet and a half deep, bare of either reed or brushwood. . 
Up this I rode without discovering a trace, when I became 
exceedingly puzzled and imcomfortable. On returning, 
however, I observed a fresh break in the surface, which I 
dismounted to examine, one of my companions observing 
it occurred in the chase; but not seeing any horse trac^ 
near it, I stopped to scrutinise it closely, and conceived I 
saw a sort of pulsation, upon which I gave the long sod a 
drag, and down came about seven feet of a strip, revealing 
our missing friend, in a most pitiable plight. As soon as 
he recover^, he told us, believing the alarm to be genuine, 
he thought escape on foot beyond hope, and seeing the 
overhanging bank in the guUy, he crawled imder it, but 
giving its edge a pull the more effectually to perfect his 
concealment, he brought down a flake more than his 
strength was able to remove, and would have been smo- 
thered if there had been any loose earth or sand attached 
to it. At times, he said, he heard the muffled sound of 
voices, but could not distinguish Aether they were Indians 
or not; and such was his veneration for his scalp, he pre- 
ferred dying by the slow process of suffocation, radier than 
disclose his hiding-place. He was too much of a sufferer 
to be a fit subject for joking; nevertheless, it was impos* 
sible to refrain from laughter as we thought of idl the cir- 
cumstances, and saw that he was unhurt. _ . 
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We ascended from the basin to a high, undulating prairie, 
where there was a fine crop of upland grass, the first we 
met with. The soil was lifter than I had before seen, 
being only a few inches deep, on a dark flint-stone stratum, 
whidh occasionally peeped through the surfiice like the 
limestone tracts in tiie west of Ireland. We had not tra- 
velled far before I saw a range of timbered bluffs, and soon 
perceived a large valley, thickly wooded with maple, cotton 
wood, elm,. oak, and sycamore. This I set down as the 
camping-ground fifteen miles from the Blue, and cantered 
a-head to select a location for our night's lodging, when, lo 
and behold i I came to a real, veritable river, and no mistake, 
larger than the aggregate of all the creeks and streams we 
had passed. As Qie train came up " we looked each other's 
fiskces round," and from the prevailing complexion I saw we 
all tadtly acquiesced in the conviction that at long last we 
had arrived at the Big Blue, though many, many miles 
west of Hie position assigned it. It was a formidable stream 
to cross, as well from its, width as rapidity, but the in and 
out was tolerably easy. I rode on to take soundings, and 
select the shoalest ford, but had only proceeded a few lengths 
when I got fiairiy a-swim, and my horse, wheeling round 
widi the current, went over on his beam-ends, giving me a 
regular souse and a great start, as for an instant one of my 
feet caught in the stirnip, but fortunately got extricated, 
else I should inevi«tably have been drowned, as I would be 
incapable of making any exertion : a lesson which taught 
me, on all subsequent occasions, to cast my feet loose before 
going into rivers or swamps, to be free for any accident 
that might turn up. 

Makmg. certain from what occurred that the water would 
reach our waggon beds, and damage the provisions, those 
attached to the leading one commenced unloading, to pla^e 
on the top what was most susceptible of injury, when, me- 
lancholy to relate, a fine yoimg feUow, John Coulter, in 
drawing out a loaded gun by the muzzle, brought the cock 
sharply in contact with a box, which caused it to explode, 
sen^ng thirteen buck-shot clean through his body, instant 
deatli ensuing. The gloom that overspr®^ us all was 
greater, I imagine, than if he met his fate in the haunts of 
civilisation, where a Christian binial would consign his re- 
mains to consecrated ground. But we dug his lonely grave 
beside a large elm close to the spot where he fell, and, with 
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uncovered heads and teai'M eyes, lowered his rude coffin 
into its isolated resting-place, carving his epitaph on the 
bark of the tree that overshadowed this tomb of the wil- 
derness. What rendered reflection more distressing was, 
that we afterwards discovered a ford that superseded the 
necessity of any alteration in the loading. 

After a short but mournful pause, we commenced the 
passage, which was attended with considerable danger and 
difficulty; however, we got over without damage or accident 
One small lead-span in the third waggon got afloat, and for 
a moment looked as if they would be hurried into the deep 
below them ; but like good-'un^, they headed for the right 
spot, and pulled out without a stop. Not a sound of voice 
or whip was heard in the crossing, and the same respectM 
tribute of silence was continued throughout the night to 
the memory of our departed comrade, who was esteemed 
and liked more generally than any member of the. party; 
and as I marched roimd during my watch, imder the paJe 
scant light of a new moon, I never remember to have been 
so religiously impressed with the fleeting folly of earthly | 
piu-suits and anxieties, and the duty of at least dividing ' 
our solicitude and time in laying up treasures for a world 
to come ; and yet, when I asked my conscience would it 
undertake a pilgrimage of three thousand miles over desert 
plains, encountering crosses, endining mortifications, ford- 
ing dangerous rivers, sleeping on the wet groimd, tortiured 
by mosquitoes, in danger of the poisonous snake, and i^ 
prehensive of the savage Indian, solely in expectation of a 
reward hereafter, I could extract but a reluctant assent; 
while it bounded with impulse at the idea of an acquisition 
which admittedly makes the attainment of an eternal reward 
more uncertain and difficult: the camel and the needle giv- 
ing way to the needle that pointed out the course to the 
mammon of iniquity. 

Our camp to-night was close beside a grove which ap- 
peared to be the head-quarters of the mosquito tribe, for 
they hummed and buzzed in myriads about us, watching 
every opportunity of inflicting a wound. One is tolerably 
able, if his hands and attention are not otherwise employed, 
to defend himself in daylight; but their "inextinguishable 
hatred" pinrsues its victims throughout the night as well; 
and if sleep should close yoiu- eyelids, unlike the agreeable 
results of Queen Mab's titillations, you dream of needles 
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^Dtd daggers, and start into stinging consciousness from the 
terror of being impaled on bayonets. It was amusing, 
spite of all the torture, to listen to the remarks and excla- 
mations of the sufferers; and it is positively wonderful, 
that an insect so slender in all its proportions can inflict 
so severe a sting, drawing blood through your coat, even 
the thick skin of a horse not being proof against its scarce 
visible lance. Unlike the fly, which only settles on the ex- 
posed surface of the skin, they go up the legs of your trou- 
sers and luider the bed-clothes ; nor can any mosquito bar 
wholly exclude them, for theyv^dll worm themselves into an 
aperture that you would suppose too small to admit an ant. 
Though we were pretty well tired, sleep was out of the 
question; so we all arose and made a monster fire, round 
which we got some relief 

Next day we lay by, our animals luxuriating in fine pas- 
ture, and ourselves enjoying rich treats of shad and catfish, 
together with wild ducks and parroquets, which were very 
abundant. We saw some deer bounding through the 
brakes, but could not manage to get within range of them. 
There were great quantities of the Indian or prairie potato 
about : a small but highly farinaceous esculent, too sweet 
for most of our palates. The wild hop spread its vines 
thickly amongst the trees, and amidst them thickets of wild 
plums covered with blossoms that gave promise of great 
abundance, the finiit of which I understand grows to a good 
«ize, and is of excellent flavoiu'. Abundance of clover grew 
up amongst the indigenous grasses, some of which resem- 
bled closely our Italian rye-grass. 

The wind during the evening was very high, but re- 
sembled a hot blast in its temperatvire : so much so, that 
the first guard turned out immuffled, the others retiring to 
rest without any covering whatsoever. About ten o'clock, 
however, strange meteoric appearances began to present 
themselves in the north; the opposite point to that from 
which the wind was blowing gradually becoming more 
wide-spread and hvid; when suddenly a small black speck 
emerged from the horizon, and with the quickness of thought, 
the wind veered roimd to that quarter, increasing to a perfect 
hurricane, blowing down the tents, scattering hats, pots, 
kettles, blankets, and buffalo robes, over the plain ; tearing 
one of the waggon covers into shreds, and turning one 
clean over; while the embers and the coals carried about 
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set fire to tibe underwood, which soon spread into a'lakeO^ 
flame, invoMng several large decaying trees in the confla- 
gration. It was a terrific sight, and so afl&ighted the stotk, 
tiiat most of them pulled up their picket-pins, galloping 
about, snorting and puffing, and keeping us busily engaged 
imtil daylight in looking sifter Ihem. After morning broke, 
it took us some hours to hunt up our truant traps; bufc 
many were missing, which I think were carried into the 
flames and consumed. 

It was afternoon before the gale abated sufficiently to 
admit of travelling, and there was nothing of variety in the 
scenery, nor incident worth recording, unless it was a turitey 
chase, in which a fine bird was fairly run down. This 
bird, particularly when fat, cannot rise on the wing more 
than once, and then only for a short flight; but they make 
excellent use of their shanks, which are very lengthy; for 
by the time the one in question was caught, its pursuers 
were nearly piped out. It proved to be in very di^rent 
condition from that shot on the Missom-i, and as 'delicate 
as it was fat. 

About twelve miles from the Blue we came to a nameless 
creek of most inviting aspect, so for as ourselves were eon- 
eemed, but there was no grass — ^the district aroimd being 
recently burned, we pushed on a few miles farther, where, 
on the contrary, the pasture was abundant, but the wood 
and water remote. I shot a brace of prairie snipe, which, 
though out of season, were very much in place, and in ike 
course of the evening we killed three large ratdesnakes, of 
the most poisonous genus, quite close to our tents, whi(^ 
begat a nervousness lest some other members of that family 
should pay us a visit in our slumbers. There were several 
plants of the cactus, or prickly pear, about here, of a siase 
. that would make our home horticulturists stare, and acres 
of wild onion in an advanced stage of maturity. The night 
was bitterly cold, and morning found us all a-shiver, T^th 
"dn-ee of our horses missing: 3ie delay arising from which 
^^umstance was the more disagreeable, as the exercise 
of th»Arelling would have warmed and promoted the circu^ 
lation.\ 

AfteA taking a cast about, we hit on the track of the 
horses tcWards the water, where we made sure of fiaiding 
them; in ^which we were disappointed, and began to enter- 
tarn fears , +v^«<^ *^^ T^dians had got hold of them. But 
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rtidiiig a few miles farther to where I saw some timber, I 
joyfully descried the missing steeds, enjoying themselves 
in a magnificent pasturage; but by the time I got with 
tiiem back to camp it was close upon noon, and as it was 
tibe second morning after one entire day's rest that we had 
a late start, I resolved on travelling till sun-down, ap- 
faroaching which time we fortunately came to a clear, well 
timbered brook. The country all day was of a level, mono- 
tonous character, without a feature of interest to call for 
observation. 

For the first time we thought we here discovered symp- 
toms of buffalo, which put us all on the qui vive; some 
longing^for the sport and novelty of the chase, and others 
talking in juicy accents of the luxury of a fine hump-stet^. 
Our fires at night attracted some elk, bringing them within 
range, but as l£ey were in line with the animals, we durst 
not fire. At daylight we saw anotiier herd crossing a ridge 
0f rising ground, SBod three of our hors^nen started in par- 
suit; however, a^ there was no cover, they could not get 
within shooting distance. 

May morning opened calm and cloudless ; and as I looked 
aroimd on the measureless tracts of old withered grass, 
mbrofcen by any striking object, unenlivened by any living 
thiag, I thought of home, with its green lanes and hedge- 
rows of blossoming white-thorn evaporating its dew-ifis- 
tHled perfume in the rising sun ; and the weedkss crops, 
and the shanorock-coated fields, and the frisking lambs and 
ibe woodland choristers; but the cracking of the teamsters* 
whips as they started, recalled me fi-om this agreeable re- 
verie, directing my attention into a widely different channel. 

The country to-day was more rolling, with a tendency 
upwards, until we attained a considerable elevation, which, 
eommanded a charming prospect; more diversified with 
wood and water tiian any I had yet seen, relieving the 
wearied eye with its pleasing verdure. Knolls of gigantic 
dimensions, covered with fine timber in young foliage, 
bemg irregularly scattered over the plain, which was inter- 
sected witii mnnbers of streamlets, all tributaries of the 
Little Blue; clumps of trees standing here and there in 
the different angles formed by their courses. All it required 
to complete its pastoral charms being the flocks and herds, 
aad the neat but unpretending cottage of the shepherd peep- 
ing fi-om the shady grove. As we crossed the last of those 
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rivulets we let all the animals in and out of harness drink 
their fill, and took in a supply of wood and water, so that 
we could stop wherever the pasture was good. It was 
verging in the dim twilight when we reached a green sward, 
which, like the hospitable sign of a wayside Boniface, in- 
duced the wearied travellers to stop. 

A stand of prairie plover most opportunely made their 
appearance as we pulled up, all the tamer from the dim 
light. We received them with a simultaneous volley of 
balls and shot that brought down as many as thirteen brace. 
They were in splendid condition : a size bigger than our 
plover, and a shade browner in plumage, but otherwise 
strictly alike. There were also indications which we set 
down as proofs of buffalo being in the neighbourhood, which 
kept us on the alert and look-out: some of the over-san- 
guine transforming every dark object into one of those 
animals; and, sooth to say, I do believe, when the mind is 
satiated in contemplating an unvarying sameness for se- 
veral days, that it is more plastic, and liable to be the slave 
of our desires. We also discovered tracks of not quite so 
agreeable a character: the mocassin prints of a party of 
, Indians, that must have recently crossed the dried-up bed 
of a neighbouring stream, which caused us for the first 
time to entertain positive apprehensions for the safety of 
our animals. One of our party got bit by a rattlesnake 
this evening; but having a huge pair of stout leather boots, 
the fangs did not penetrate to the flesh. They, as well as 
large lizards, were very plentiful about oiu* camp ; but we 
were latterly becoming so used to them, we lost all ap- 
prehension about their entering our tents in the night. 
Not so the mosquitoes, which forced their way through 
smoke and flame, as each mess now lit fires opposite their 
tent doors, which the guard watched and kept alive, in 
expectation of excluding them; but the moment a current 
of air swayed the smoke in an opposite direction, a swarm 
of those imtiring tormentors gained an entree. 

Next day's course was over a dreadfully hilly country, 
unadorned by bush or bramble ; it was nothing but lock 
and imlock every half mile till noon, when we descended 
upon a level, bleak, unbumt prairie, which, in its dry and 
withered clothing of last year's grass, had a most disagree- 
able aspect. We met no water since our start, and both 
men and animals were suffering from thirst; but after tra- 
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veiling some miles farther, one of the buffalo maniacs dis- 
covered some pools of stagnant stuff at right angles with 
our trail. Nevertheless, we diverged in obedience to that 
despotic appetite, and found the green water absolutely 
alive with wagtails, as those piscious animalculse are called; 
however, like the modem painters, not being over particu- 
lar as to a shade or so, we drank it with avidity, though 
the mules sucked it in slowly, as if they filtered it through 
their teeth. Had we travelled on about a mile farther, 
we would have got a grateful drink of cool, pellucid water; 
but there is yet no hand-book of those unfrequented trails 
by which the wayferer can time his wants. 

Before us, in the distance, was a line of high land that 
we knew must be the dividing ridge, beyond which the 
drainage tended to the Little Blue, which, unlike its larger 
namesake, did not deceive us or evade our quest. Near 
the point where we struck it, three tributaries joined it from 
different directions, emerging in noisy haste from their 
umbrageous banks, and forming a most pleasing spectacle. 
We travelled the remainder of the day close along it, amidst 
fragrant groves of wild plums in full blossom, the tem- 
perature so warm we discarded vests and neck-ties; but 
about five o'clock, with the rapidity of a magician's presto, 
the sun was blown out by a cold, drear south-east squaU, 
and ere we could get our coats from the waggons, we were 
thoroughly drenched, the drops being so large as to scare 
the mules, which, maugre all our efforts, turned right round 
until they got their stems to the gale. The rain soon 
cleared off, but the cold continued at a chattering tempera- 
ture. We stopped at the first sheltered bend, and foimd 
about a dozen wigwams, empty, but nearly warm, they were 
so lately occupied. This, to use a Yankee vulgarism, made 
us "keep our eyes skinned," as there was no doubt the wily 
Pawnee chief was in the neighbourhood. The storm con- 
tiuued unabated throughout the night and next morning, 
but as all the grass about was clipped close, we were com- 
pelled to move on. Very soon after our start we came upon 
the remains of a very large Indian encampment, which it 
was evident was hastily vacated, and that, too, within eight 
or ten hours, as in many of the heaps of ashes the embers, 
were still alive. From the number of cotton- wpod trees, 
cut down they must have had a number of horses, and pur- 
posed remaining there a considerable time; for those hardyr 
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ftx^i ynftlfl , the Indian ponies, subsist on the soft silkj bark 
of that tree duiing ^e winter and spring until the new 
grass grows up. 

This coy conduct of the Indians was an unfavourable 
augury of their intentions; for, if disposed to be friendly, 
they come to camp to trade or beg, and travel with the party 
perhaps for many miles, from motives of curiosity, or look- 
ing out for opportunities to steal. I therefore conceived it 
prudent to have all the arms looked up and loaded, order- 
ing each man but the drivers to cany his full complement, 
and all spare guns to be laid in the most convenient posi- 
tions in the front of the waggons ; for, as our route lay up 
a narrow strip, with ihe river on one hand and a range of 
bluffs on the other, it looked a favourable district for a sur- 
prise. Two men rode ahead to reconnoitre; two brou^t 
up the rear, the balance being along with the waggons. 
We proceeded thus for some time in silence, when the 
crack of a rifle from the advance party led us to suppose 
the affiray had commenced. Every man now hasided and 
cocked his rifle; and as we rounded an angle of planting, 
in dose column, we saw the horsemen dismounted, stoop- 
ing over a prostrate body, which, however, to our great 
gratification, turned out to be the carcase of a fine deer, 
which was hastily cut up and equally distributed. As we 
proceeded I remarked two dark objects over the ridge, 
about the size of men's heads; and seeing them movii^ 
occasionally, I suspected they were Indian spies : a surmise 
which the glass confirmed. There was no use in endea- 
vouring to steal on them, for all our motions were easily 
discernible; so I ordered up five of our best mounted men, 
who, with myself, rode forward, as if pursuing oin: journey, 
to a point where the slope was easiest, where, like, contend- 
ing jockeys coming to the post, we set off at top speed. 
The distance up was less than half a mile ; and when we 
gained the summit we saw a party of about twenty-five, in 
fiill retreat on their small horses ; until, as we made a sud- 
den bend for a more direct course, they at once pulled up, 
as we conjectured, to give fight; but a few strides more ex- 
plained the motives of their conduct: my horse, which was 
leading, going chest into a moss-covered morass, canting 
me over his head with great violence, which caused tiie 
other hoirsest of Hieir own accord, to stop suddenly, inib(»rs*r 
ing anotii^r man, whose rifle went off in the ML 
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. This emboldened the Indians, who began to approach^ 
discharging a few arrows at long'range, which came rather 
accurately; but over sixty yards they can be easily dodged^ 
as they lose their impetus beyond that distance. I was 
fipprehensive, though, lest our horses should get wounded, 
not knowing but their arrows were poisoned; and as they 
persisted in coming closer, we fired two shots, taking de- 
liberate aim at the one appearing most like the chief: they 
went off with a single report, one taking effect somewhere 
about the pony's head, and the other in the bridle-arm of 
the rider, which soon altered their course, causing them to 
fly with great precipitancy, occasionally looking round to 
see if we pursued. My horse could not be extricated with- 
out getting ropes and help from the waggons, nor even then 
without great difficulty; and was so exhausted by his own 
and our exertions as to be unable to travel; so we came to 
«amp, when I returned, making a very short day's march 
of it. 

We employed the remainder of 4he evening profitably 
as well as pleasurably, killing catfish in great quantity; 
and in the morning were grat&ed at finding all oiu* night- 
hooks tenanted, affording us quite an epicurean breakfast. 
Amonggt the fish on the night-hooks was a species of pike, 
called pickeril, which has a vast advantage over its relative, 
both in flavoiu* and paucity of bones. 

We still continued our course, with the river close under 
our lee, plover becoming so abundant, we were gladly en* 
^ed to give the salt junk a holiday, which contributed to 
improve our health and spirits. After a few hours' travel 
we div^ged from the Blue, which took a sharp southerly 
swe^, and moored at a large flash of water, round which 
there was glorious feed; but the liquid was green, and full 
of wagtails : we were partly reconciled to its use, however, 
hearing that those little mites were active enemies to con- 
stipation, a malady then troubling the majority of the com- 
pany. Two of the waggons here began to exhibit the effects 
of travel, in loose tires; but this was soon rectified, more 
uneasiness arising firom the lameness of two of our best 
wh^ mules, which appeared foot-sore for the last few days, 
and now began to limp outright; but on taking up their 
fore-feet, I- found theua panged with hard tough clay, in 
lumps, a& horses gather snow-balls, preventing altogedi^ 
the aetion of the ftog, so necessary to ease and elasticit^r 
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of gait, and certain at last to produce that incurable affec- 
tion called navicular disease. I dug them out with a small 
chisel; and the moment they were removed the mules 
moved with perfect freedom. Every night afterwards I had 
the hoofs of all the work animals cleaned out; and I think 
all travellers would act prudently in doing likewise. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Mirage — Little Blue again — Rainstorm — Appearance of the Camp — Delightful 
Scenery — Reflections — Observance of the Sabbath — Fresh-water Turtle — Indiaos 
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' American Soldiers — Profitable price of Whiskey — Battle-ground of the Sioux and 
Pawnees — Seagulls Inland — Hurricane and Thunderstorm — Stampede — Disagree- 
able Night — More Crystallised Incrustations — Prairie Dog Town — Appearance 
and Habits of the Animal— Accident to the Mules — Use of Lariats — Scarcity of 

Firewood Unerring Signs of Buffalo — Amazing Size of the Herds — In^fiectnal 

Attempt to cross the Platte after them. 

We saw to-day the celebrated optical illusion called mirage, 
so often seen and described by travellers over deserts and 
extensive plains. It was so wonderfully well defined, and 
in such apparent proximityi, resembling a large grove of 
majestic trees in full foliage, that if it arose in advance, 
and not exactly in the track over which we passed a little 
before, I would have been actually deceived in the full and 
perfect belief of their reality. Now and then a change took 
place in their postures, and again in their density: open- 
ings occurring in which the glassy surface of a lake would 
appear, reflecting on its polished bosom the surrounding 
timber, while on its distant shores the hazy outlines of a 
large city were spread out, taking the shape of massive 
buildings, domes, and steeples. It remained perceptible 
in its various phases for fully a quarter of an hour, and some 
of the party were so obstinate in their convictions as to its 
being a bona fide view, they actually rode in hunt of tha 
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shadow, T)ut found it, as one of them described it, an " illi- 
gant representation of nothin' at all." 

Towards evening we came across om* old acquaintance 
Ae Little Blue, where we camped in a delightful dell; 
the water so quickly shoaling that no large fish came to 
repay our patience : we were consoled, though, by a fresh 
supply of plover. The evening closed so mildly, none of 
us took the trouble of erecting our tents, spreading our 
bedding on the velvet carpet, with our heads pillowed on 
the scented flowers ; but towards morning, as it came my 
turn to mount guard, it came down a regular soaker, falling 
in perpendicular torrents, without a breath of air to slant 
it; yet the men were not much disturbed by it; sleeping 
on heroically, merely pulling in their heads under the 
blankets as the great drops plashed upon their faces. When 
the sun shone out shortly after, I could not help gazing on 
the different couches, which smoked like melon-beds in its 
warm rays. Nevertheless, they all atose healthy, cheerful, 
and hungry. 

As we rolled along next day we got into a most gorgeous 
valley, where we saw several new varieties of floral beauties, 
amongst which I recognised the daisy and two-faces-imder- 
a-hood. The wUd plum blossomed gloriously amidst the 
tall and stately timber, and the full round notes of the 
blackbird, with a warbling chorus of the smaller tribe of 
choristers, made up a sylvan concert, whose melody fell 
sweetly on the ear and stole over the senses with an en- 
chanting pleasure ; a chastened transport, that could only 
be felt in the pure theatre of nature, sequestered and apart 
from the influences of sophisticated associations. Detached 
parks of planting stood away in the background around this 
lovely scene; and green slopes, the types of luxuriant repose, 
made me almost envy the child of the wilderness the volup- 
tuous garden bestowed upon him by a boimtiful Providence, 
beside which the pigmy efforts of man were as time com- 
pared with eternity. Taking it "for all and all," I gave this 
day's travel the palm for beautiful scenery over any other 
since we crossed the Line. 

It was the Sabbath morning, but, being composed of 
different sects, any joint observance of that holy day was 
not enforced, each being left to commune with his Creator 
in what form of prayer he listed. The scarcity of grass 
cBsabled us from making it a day of rest; however, it was 
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agreed that hunting* fishing, or such like amusemeBta 
should be abstained from on all Sundays for the future ; 
the smallest tribute we could pay to the Deity for the in- 
dulgence and protection deigned us in our trying under- 
taking. 

Elk, antelope,' and deer, were now more frequently seen, 
and by tl^e aid of the glass the Indians were again disco- 
vered watching our motions. We were now about to take a 
iinal leave of the Little Blue, and in filling our water- 
kegs, to be independent of that want, I caught an immense 
fresh-water turtle, weighing nearly one hundred weight, 
which made a furious battie, snapping at those near it, 
chopping its jaws with a violence that I am sure would 
fractin^ a leg or arm. It took more killing, as my country- 
men say, than any fish or animal I ever saw; for, even after 
we cut it open, it used to snap ftiriously. When boiled up 
in portions, with a little seasoning, it made a very rich and 
nutritious soup. 

From the proximity of the Indians we took oiu* loaded 
rifles to bed with us, everything going smooth to the third 
watch, when the report of a gun aroused us all. Some 
Indians, it t^peared, got in amongst the animals in the 
shape of wolves, the bark of which animal they can simu- 
late to perfection, so as to deceive even old trappers, going 
all-fours as fast as in an upright position. They cut four, 
of the mules loose and mounted them, calculating correctly 
we would not fire for fear of shooting the animals ; but the 
guards got on a pair of horses and gave chase, when they 
instantly relinquished them and ran off. 

Very early next morning we were "a roUin'," as the Yan- 
kee teamsters say, and got upon a dead level prairie of 
withering grass; but about mid-day the country became 
hilly and broken, abounding with antelope, who, contrary- 
to tiieir usual custom, came so close we were enabled to 
shoot two of them; and as we were engaged in skinning 
and disembowelling them, three Indians came up from be- 
hind a hill, quite imceremoniously, all smiles and bows,, 
as if they were sure of a kind reception; but I had to 
beckon them away, as the mules became fiightened at the 
:fluttering of their buffalo robes and their novel appearance. 
One of them was a tall, well-proportioned fellow, not ill- 
looking, carrying an old flint carbine, spliced and cobbled^ 
and so worn down in the barrel, it was, in my mind, a mor^. 
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dangerous weapon to the person holding it than to liim at 
whom it might be presented; the others were dirty, repul- 
sive-looking wretches, with bows and arrows, making ges- 
tures as if for something to eat; but being resolved not to 
give them any encoiu-agement, we denied them a morsel, 
as they would otherwise accompany us, keeping round our 
camp, and stealmg everything they could lay hands on. 
We did. this as graciously as we could, giving them to un- 
derstand that, as our journey was away beyond the great 
mountains, we required all we had for our own use. Shortly 
after, he carrying the carbine started off at a rapid rate 
to an eminence nearly a mile in advance, making signs 
Ihat brought to view about fifty more, as quickly as Rode- 
rick Dhu's lyaniors rose from the heather of Clan Alpine, 
who, throwing their robes upon the groimd, ran off in a 
lateral direction towards a dip of groimd, where they were 
lost to sight, as I imagined for their arms, to avenge their 
wounded comrade, and pay us off for our inhospitable 
tareatment. On their re-appearance, however, we saw that 
they were carrying skins, aud robes, and one thing and 
another for trade. They first tried to steal, and were foiled ; 
they then sought to beg, and were disappointed; so, as a 
last resource, they came to barter. 

This tribe (the Pawnees) were once amongst the most 
nmnerous and powerfiil on the whole Indian territory, with 
an immense extent of country ; but in their conflicts with 
Hie Camanches on the south, the Sioux on the north and 
west, and the Delawares and Shawnees on the border, their 
numbers became seriously thinned: the ancient prestige of 
their supremacy vanishing at the same time ; and as their 
I)ower and influence decayed, the debasing spirit of theft 
Mid treachery grew up amongst them, banishing every 
trace of that innate nobleness and chivalry which is still to 
be foimd in the Indian race, making the terms Pawnee and 
thief synonymous, and degrading the tribes almost to a 
level with the Digger, who is considered to be in the low- 
est scale of the entire Indian family. 

As soon as I was satisfied of their intentions I went out 
to meet them, making signs that they could not come near 
the waggons, as the animals were restless. Taking the 
hint, they opened out their wares where they stood, which 
merely consisted of buffalo robes, dingy and smoky, and 
some tawned deer-skins. We took all they had of the lat- 
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ter, as they were certain to come in handy in repairing 
harness, giving them some biscuit in exchange, but de- 
clined having anything to do with the buffalo robes, having 
no desire to add to the members of our company, for they 
actually seemed alive with vermin. I was in expectation 
of getting a few pair of mocassins, but they had none save 
those on their feet. There was one old fellow who had a 
tolerably good pair, at which I cast some side glances, not 
so'fiui;ive, however, as to escape the notice of the wearer, 
who, observing that I desired them, made most amusing 
efforts to impress me with their value and usefulness* He 
shook his headmost disdainfully, pointing at my boots; 
then walked off some distance in a most stately gait, nod- 
ding at his mocassins, as much as to say they would not 
cripple my action; he then passed one palm over the other, 
arching his arm, by which I was to understand they would 
carry me over the moimtains ; and we finally came to term* 
for those famous articles for a small piece of tobacco^ 
Several amongst them were deeply scarred and pitted with 
small-pox; in fact, taking them as a lot, they were as dirty 
and wretched a sample of humanity as could well be found, 
my gallantry not even enabling me to hold out for an in- 
dividual exception amongst the softer sex, several of whom 
came up in the progress of traffic, carrying their monkey- 
looking papooses* on their shoulders. 

Mirage was again announced, taking the form of hills 
and broken ground, with a wavy indistinct outiine, rising 
and subsiding at times like great banks of vapour. I was 
of opinion that they possibly might be bluffs along the 
Platte, which river we expected to make that evening; but 
my conjecture was no match for the active imaginations of 
my comrades, who discovered all sorts of preternatural ap- 
pearances. Mean while, as we steadily approached them, 
the hazy veil disappeared, revealing a range of elevated 
hills stretching north and south, moimdy on the surface, 
and where they were broken, showing a fine light rabbit 
sand. On their sides were numbers of antelopes browsing 
on the short close herbage, and several animals, exactiy 
like our hare, but of a light gray colour, resembling that 
of the rabbit. 

There was a natural gap in the hills, through which we 

* Papoosre means a young <^jl^ ^^ Google 
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drove on to a perfectly level plain of about four miles, that 
intervened between them and the river. It was covered 
with white patches, which did not at first attract my atten- 
tion particularly, till I observed some of the loose animals 
stooping and licking them with avidity; I then dismounted, 
and found they were crystallised incrustations of salt and 
soda. As we neared the river, the surface was more thickly 
and continuously coated with those efflorescences, assuming 
quite the appearance of one imbroken crust. It was high 
time to stop when we reached the bank of the Platte, but 
there was not a blade of grass. We proceeded a few miles 
without any improvement in the prospect, and at last halted 
close by the river, at the tail of Grand Island, so called 
from its extending ninety miles, being, I believe, the largest 
river island in the imi verse. It was well timbered with 
large willow and cotton-wood trees ; but we had not a stick 
on the bank except the miserable drift brush which made 
a most wretched fire. We killed an enormous snake, very 
handsomely striped, called, I bfelieve, the garter snake: a 
harmless reptile, and not poisonous, which are very plenti- 
ful in this region. The river is very large, wider than the 
Missouri in its broadest opening, but shoaly and turbid, 
flowing rapidly over beds of quicksand, which in the eddies 
form into bars and conical-shaped tumuli, leaving the water 
at one place not over a few inches, while within a single 
step it becomes chin-deep; and thus it continues for seve- 
ral hundred miles, incapable, notwithstanding the immense 
body of water that sweeps through its channel, of naviga- 
tion for even craft of the smallest burden, while it would, 
if governed by the ordinary laws of other great rivers, 
afford a noble thoroughfare into the heart of the continent, 
and diminish many of the great difficulties of the overland 
route to the Pacific. 

It is a dire but inexorable necessity that compels the 
poor prairie traveller to pitch his tent every evening in the 
neighbourhood of water, where, instead of finding rest, he 
finds the insatiable mosquitoes awaiting him, who inva- 
riably put forth their entire powers of persecution, when, 
after the toils and fatigues of the day, the heavy eyelids 
begin to droop. A " monster meeting" of those infernal 
insects was arrayed on this occasion, fighting, too, 
with poisoned javelins; for no sooner was the wound in- 
flicted than a hard base, about the breadth of a fourpenny- 
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bit was formed, swelling eonsiderably, with an irresistible 
itching, and becoming still more inflamed as we indulged 
in scratching, till water began to exude, and an ugly uker 
formed. I never before suffered so imbearable an inflic- 
tion, my forehead getting so sore and knobby I could not 
bear my hat. Had I been on a religious pilgrimage, I 
would certainly have concluded that aU. my little peccadilr 
loes were fully expiated; but some even suffered more than 
I did, and others scarcely got a sting; for there are those 
whose blood they do not relish, while on that of others 
they banquet like gluttons, and there is no banishing them; 
for, chase them away as you will, they still return and fini j^ 
their meal where they began it. We sought temporary re- 
lief in the river, our enemies hovering over us, and whet- 
ting their daggers all the time. During the bath a most 
original wager was made betwixt two young fellows, that 
one should remain exposed without his clothes Icmger than 
the other, each acquiescing in the use of cigars; so, after 
Hghting them, down they lay on the bank, contiguous to 
each other, wincing as a sting was inflicted on a tenda* 
quarter, and smoking witii a fiercer ^lergy as the pain be- 
came more excessive. Both held out manfully for £ye mi- 
nutes, when G ^y, in the act of giving up the contest, 

playfully touched the rear of his adversary with the end of 
his cigar, causing him to jump up in an stgoay^ swearing 
" he could not stand it any longer, for the father of the 
flock had stabbed him." 

Next day we proceeded up the valley of the Platte, which 
is perfectly level for some hundreds of miles, with just 
enough of incline to give the river its current. After trar 
velHng briskly for some hours, we did not appear to have 
advanced a mile, so much is the impractised eye deceived 
in surveying those interminable plains. We reached Fort 
Kearney early in the evening, if fort it can be called, where 
the States have stationed a garrison of soldiers, in a string 
of log huts, for the protection of the emigrants; and a 
most unsoldierly-looking lot they were : unshaven, imshom^ 
with patched uniforms and lounging gait. Both men and 
oflScers were ill off for some necessaries, such as flom* and 
sugar; th6 privates being more particular in their inquiries 
after whiskey, for which they offered one dollar the half- 
pint; but we had none to sell even at that tempting price. 

We kept close along the river the following day, which 
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was stttdded ov^r with low, sedgy islets, partayng nothing 
of the picturesque, being quite on k par in that respect 
with the naked bluffs on the other hand. Towards noon 
we came to a place which had quite a Golgotha-like appear- 
ance, being tihdckly strewed over with bones and skulls, the 
results of Indian conflicts, as the valley of the Platte is the 
great battle-ground of the Sioux and Pawnees, botJi of 
which tribes, we were informed (by some dragoons who 
came thus far with us from the fort in search of missing 
horses), were busily employed in preparing for an active 
stunmer's campaign: an event calculated to cause a stir in 
the price of vermilion and black paint, in both of which 
colours the warriors bedaub themselves in a most grotesque 
manner before marching to the encoimter. The dragoons 
told us we might expect to meet the war party of the Sioux 
on their way down: a pleasure we would have all very 
gladly declined, if possible. 

Flocks of seagulls, and what we call maybirds, a species 
of curlew, kept flying about us all day, and I was not a 
little surprised to find them thus far away from their ele- . 
ment. We had another sublime but terrific conflict of the 
elements in the evening, not confined to one quarter, but 
pervading the entire heavens. It commenced by a porten- 
tous calm, that caused us all to listen intuitively, as if aware 
that something awful was approaching; black clouds soon 
ftfter began rolling up from the edges of the horizon, ac- 
companied with fitful squalls that almost rocked the wag- 
gons off their balance, and intermitting torrents that. fell 
in large globules. About eleven o'clock it again became 
sullenly calm, and the sky obscm-ed with a jet black curtain, 
which enveloped us in Cimmerian darkness; but at times 
a blaze of sheet lightning behind would throw a lurid gleam 
through, producing the grandest imaginable effect; and 
then, as if rent in pieces by prolonged peals of thunder, 
showers of electric fluid poured from the clouds, rendering 
the most minute objects momentarily visible, and enabling 
us to see that the majority of our mules had pulled up their 
pins and stampeded. As soon as the fireworks got on the 
wane the waterworks commenced in real earnest, keeping 
up a striking analogy to Vauxhall; but as the loss of the 
mules would be disastrous in the last degree, we moimted 
all the saddle-horses which were tied up to the waggon 
wheels, and commenced a most novel bnt nervous chase ; 



80 ACROSS THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, 

following up our frighted game by the aid of the lightnings 
which at times almost blinded us, making our horses shivei' 
and snort, and bewildering the mules, which kept wheeling 
about, not knowing in what direction to seek escape. We 
were thus fortimately enabled to get amongst them, and tie 
their lariats in bunches attached to the horns of our sad- 
dles. The storm now settled down into heavy, constant 
rain, in which we made several ineffectual attempts to re- 
trace our steps, but were finally compelled to dismount, 
and sit down contentedly on the wet groimd, under this 
shower-bath, imtil daylight, when the sun soon put all the 
vapoiu-s to flight. It was about five miles from our camp, 
and by the time we reached it, breakfast being prepared, we 
did not wait to. change our garments, as the exercise and 
the hot Sim had dried them on our backs. 

The saline efflorescences again coated over the plain far 
and near, and the stock appeared to enjoy the licking of it 
more than the choicest feeding. From this point the val- 
ley began to narrow, and became more interesting: the 
bluffs getting bolder, and sparsely covered with fine cedar. 
The vegetation, too, began to improve: rich clover and 
grasses, commingled wi^ wild vetch, now forming its pod, 
making up an oUa podrida that must have been wonderfiilly 
nutritious. In the course of the day we saw in> the midst 
of the verdure a red arid space covering fifty acres, which 
was what trappers call a prairie dog village. It was very 
thickly inhabited, but they treated us inhospitably, with- 
drawing into their domiciles" as we entered the suburbs. 
They burrow like a rabbit, and at the mouth of each hole 
have a tumulus, on which they dehght to sit and sun them- 
selves. They subsist on herbs ; but, not content with the 
surface supply, they gnaw up the roots, killing all vegeta- 
tion in the neighbourhood, when they shift their quarters 
into a new territory. They are scarcely so large as a 
grazier or yoimg rabbit, with a light hairy skin, a head and 
tail and a miniatm-e bark like a young puppy. Some of our 
party tried them in broth, and pronoimced very favourably 
of their juicy properties; but I could not conquer an aver- 
sion I conceived for them, when, digging for one I shot that 
fell into its hole, I found that a rattlesnake and a filthy 
prairie owl were its companions. 

Our animals were regularly in clover this evening, the 
close pasture being ankle-deep; but being thirsty, I sup-. 
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pose, from the salt lickiDg, the moment we unharnessed 
them they ran off in a body to the river, and jumped in, 
soon sinking in the quicksand, and in their floundering to 
extricate themselves, getting entangled in each other's ropes, 
the stronger plunging over the weaker, imtil, from utter ex- 
haustion, they Gould struggle no longer. Several of them 
had only their heads above the water, and were at a very low 
ebb ; indeed, when we durst venture to their relief, it was a> 
great risk to do so ; but as our all depended on them, the: 
hazard must be undertaken. Six of the party, therefore, 
went into the midst of them, cutting the ropes right and 
left; and such was their sagacity, knowing we came to their 
aid, they never moved until we urged them. The upper- 
most ones managed to crawl out of their own accord when 
freed from the meshes ; but we had to prop up and assist 
the others to the bank; and even when Uiey got on finw 
ground they reeled and staggered from fright and feeble- 
ness. It was, unfortunately, necessary in our case to leave 
the lariats constantly on them, letting them trail when we 
set them loose, otherwise we should have had infinite trou- 
ble in catching them, not being adepts at lassooing. 

Although we had not a chip of wood this evening, we 
had a capital substitute in buffalo chip (as their ordure is 
called), which makes roaring fires, and is the exclusive fire 
of the Indian tribes who live in their haunts ; but as it will 
only bum when dry, you will see all the squaws employed 
in carrying it into their wig-wams on the approach of a 
rain-storm, laying in a suflScient store to carry them over 
to the period when it will be again baked dry by the sim. 

We made an early start next morning, and soon came 
into a district where there was not a blade of grass, a mite 
of herbage: not in consequence of backward vegetation,, 
but of buffalo appetite, for they cropped it down to the 
earth. We also found many other imerring proofs of their 
very recent presence in this quarter, in great quantities of 
their coating: sometimes in large flakes the size of a sheep's 
fleece, where they tumbled and wallowed. It was of a soft, 
yet tough nature, such as I am sure would make warm and 
most enduring cloth or coarse hosiery. I afterwards saw, 
with Mr. Husband, the manager at Fort Laramie, stock- 
ings knitted of that material, which were neat and comfort- 
able, and in use without a fray nearly two years. We per- 
severed in the delusive hope of finding grass, and were at 
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length forced to stop at a lagoon, where young reeds weie 
the only feed; but we endeavoured to compensate the ani- 
mals for their short commons by an extra hour's nooning 
and a ^ort afternoon's travel. 

All morning as we came along we remarked, at a dis- 
tance from the opposite bank of the river^ a dark continuous 
line, that neither looked like timber nor broken ground; 
and as we stopped, fancying we observed some motion, I 
had recourse to the glass, by which I saw distinctiy tiiey 
were vast herds of buffalo ; that, by the fresh tracks oii our 
side, must have recently crossed over, after wasting the 
country around us. The enormous plain on which they 
stood made a guess at their numbers almost impossible. 
Two of our party, who were desirous to draw first blood, 
volunteered to go over, and made the necessary prepara- 
tions, promising us hump-steaks and many other delicacies 
for supper. They jumped in with great spirit and apparent 
determination; but had scarcely proceeded one hundred 
yards when their ardour seemed damped, for they kept 
looking back »t the shore, as if in doubt about the prudence 
of proceeding, but ashamed to return, untUat l^igth a 
whirling eddy made them shy it altogetiier, returning 
amidst taunts and laughter, which originated the first 
token of angry exasperation that exhibited itself since oiir 
start. I had very great difficulty in bringing about aa 
amicable adjustment; however, when their anger began to 
subside, there was a strife towards reconciliation tlmt was 
mutually sincere. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Sttved look of fha Prairie — SpeoUed with Cbi];w:-.Seoond attempt «t c9oatio§^^ 

Sueoeseful, but attended with great Danga:— -Kill a BuflUo v.t*imig,%t>t of their 

Kninbers — Prairie Wolves: their Sagacity — Narrow Escapes at Re-crossing— 
** Bfisfortonee nerer come Shigle" — Crossing of the Buffalo — Flight of our Ani- 
mals — Pecidlarltles of the BnAdo — Lie in wait for a Drove coming over th« 
Biver— Sh«ot a Cov^—Their Appearance at this Season— A Norember Robe th» 
best— Cteegankiaa fyep wi i Hie i Inter ftrewiththeProgreeeof theBtodoiAwny 

— Balbl» Bfeak — Meet a null Herd on our Path— Wound one AoeewH of the 

Chas»~Nervoua AfCsir— Mods of Piesening the Meat — Extraordinary TUokneia 

of the Buffalo Skull — Test it by Rifle Practice — Our Camp Obliged to Drive oar 

Stock on an Island — Rain saturates tlie Chip and leaves us without Fire Grum- 
bling and Dissatb&otion of the Men — Some wish to Return — Persuaded to wait 
tin we reach Fort Laramie— Bnffido Milk — Another Prairie Dog Town— Cheer- 
lese Landaeape: efftcts on the Spirits — Sagacity of the Mule — ^Mlss some of our 
Hen, -wbo appear in the Momiag greatly knocked up. 

Seeing tiie herbage so cropped, and the ground completely 
qjedkled with bufialo chip, I sent three horsemen forward 
to search for night quarters, and, after following five or six 
imles, I found one of them waiting at another marshy spot, 
^vhere, he said, from appearances two miles ahead, he would 
advise us to wait until ihe other two men returned; as they 
intended going the full length, it would be impossible we 
could reach with the waggons. We occupied ourselves, in 
the mean time, in watching the buffalo through the glass, 
which, though we had travelled nine miles parallel with 
them, were one unbroken mass, even as far forward as we 
could see; the other men soon after returned with bad 
news, reporting the country, so far as they went (over eight 
miles), as totally devoid of feed, and stUl covered with chip. 
I therefore passed the word to xmhitch, and, as our halt 
was two hours earlier than usual, giving us four hours 
until sunset, it afforded sufficient time, as I thought, to 
make another attempt at crossing. I now began to feel a 
twitch of ambition myself to make my debut as a buffalo- 
hunter: one of the old party and two new recruits avowing 
their readiness to join in lie essay; so we four took soil. 
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stripping off everything but our shirts and shoes: the ri^«t 
being here considerably over a mile and h half wide, and 
very rapid. We got above our waists immediately near the 
shore, but, after wading fifteen or twenty yards, it began to 
shoal \mtil we were not knee deep: the sand was very 
shi%, and the current rapid, making the footing very inse- 
cure and toilsome. A few yards more brought us again 
into deep water, and thus it kept alternating from an ankle 
ripple to a chin-deep surge, the water being so muddy we 
coidd not discover the difference of depth. We struggleid on 
for half an hour without seeming to have made any palpable 
approximation to the opposite shore, and our boots and 
shoes getting filled with sand and sharp grkvel, crippled us 
very much, and caused such pain, that we resolved on mak- 
ing an effort to get them off; but, as the shortest pause in 
the quicksand made us sink right down, it was a matter q{ 
extreme difiBculty, especially with me, who was the only 
wearer of boots. I managed, however, to get one off, afl^ 
some staggering; but in attempting to pull off the other I 
lost my bfdance, without fully effecting my purpose. Tke 
suddenness of the souse, and my endeavours to keep my 
rifle dry, gave me quite enough to do ; and when I got up- 
right, I foimd my foot stuck in the leg of my boot, yet I 
durst not stop to get it out, though it impeded my motioiiB 
dreadfully; at this moment one of my companions got into 
an eddy, and losing his presence of mind, shouted lustily, 
letting go his rifle, which he did not recover. As I pressed 
forward to his assistance, I saw he drifted on to a shoal 
bar, where he again got to his legs, and was enabled to 
make a fresh start. After an hour and twenty minutes, 
wading and floundering, we at length reached terra firtna, 
but so completely used up, we had to recruit for a quarter 
of an hour before we were up to the mark for attack; then, 
after fresh capping our rifles, we rose to our knees to sur- 
vey the herd, which, to our great mortification, were much 
more distant than we imagined: standing on a level plain 
that did not admit of a covert approach in any direction. 
We had, however, a favoinrable wind, and not having much 
time to manoeuvre, we determined on going up in single 
file. 

As we got fairly on our legs, absolute bewilderment got 
the better of our passion for the slaughter, for, as far as 
the eye could peer up and down, and inwards towards the 
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VhtSs, it -was so dosely covered with those animals that 
iheyliad scarce room to feed: thousands of calves sporting 
before them. I asked mj comrades, all highly intelligent 
men, for an estimate of their numbers, which they set down 
at one hundred thousand; but I conscientiously believe 
three times that amount would have been within the mark ; 
for a well-digested guess at the number of square miles 
^ey occupied, allowing a reasonable number per acre, 
gives a result more than justifying my computation. 

We moved briskly forward, gaining half the intervening 
space before they appeared to observe us. An old bull 
who stood isolated in the front, was the first to alarm them; 
he immediately commenced pawing the ground and bellow- 
iag, and several others following his example, they raised 
a cloud of dust, under cover of which we advanced at a 
trot, getting within two hundred yards of the nearest, and 
simultaneously discharged our three rifles, at the report of 
^ieh they broke, shaking the earth as they galloped away 
towards the bluflfs, When the dust cleared away we saw 
one behind, sitting with its fore-legs propping up file body. 
Be-loading leisiu'ely, we gave her time to bleed and become 
^ifeeWed, so as to be disabled from attacking us, which a 
wounded buffalo is certain to do if capable of moving. As 
W6 drew nigh she struggled to her legs, boldly confronting 
•us; but now, being inside fifty yards, I sent a ball into the 
■&tal quarter, above the brisket, which brought her heavily 
%o ihe ground. As our time was limited, we hastily cut 
^<mt the tongue, and without attempting to strip off the 
'hide, cut off a few hump-steaks, for we could not carry a 
lieavy load over the river. 

The sun had nearly run its course as we began retracing 
our steps ; nor had we gone far, when we saw a pack of 
prairie wolves in high repast on the carcase we had just left, 
for instinct teaches those animals to prowl about the flanks 
of large herds, of which the sickly, aged, and wotmded 
•members fall to their lot in more than sufficient numbers 
to sustwn them. It was nearly dusk ere we regained the 
bank of the river, and I felt haif disposed, even naked as 
we were, to remain on that side till morning; the more 
particularly as the river was higher than when we crossed, 
caused, as I subsequently learned, by the thaws near its 
source in the Bocky Mountains, which, alternating with 
the frost at ni^t, causes a regular rise and fall each day. 
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Second thoughts, however, made^me resolve on Hie ftttempt, 
as the nipping evening air began to exexscise its infiuenee 
on our naked persons. We now fairly stripped, hanging 
ottr bundles on the end of our rifles; and I, being the 
tallest, went in advance, having arranged that we should 
wade one after another, within reach, so that we mi^^ 
render ^ich other assistance in case of aecidcat. It waB 
nearly dark when I slid down the bank, and had not pro- 
ceeded more than ten steps when I was swept off my fe^ 
and compelled to strike out with one hand. I soon, how- 
ever, got footing again, and called to the rest to try it 
higher up, where they got no deeper than their hips. Our 
progress was very slow, it being nervous work crossing 
such a river in the night; and one of our companions got 
so Mghtened, our difficulties were sadly enhanced. I made 
him Qirow away the meat which he imdertook to cany 
(being unencumbered with a gun, which he lost in the pBB- 
vious crossing), and endeavoured to cheer him and keq> 
up his comrage, for he was fast sinking ^m fear and eat- 
haustion. Shortly afterwards he uttered a shrill scream, 
as he got whirled rotmd in an eddy, where I heard him 
plashing qtdte close to me, but could not see him; how- 
ever, I made a plunge in liiat direction, and caught him by 
thie leg, drawing him towards me, imtil I got him uprigi»b 
in my arms, when he convulsively clasped me in his, and 
locked his legs round me, so as to completely impede my 
motion. I thought for a moment our fate was inevitablff; 
but it flashed on me that submersion was the only alter- 
native to disengage him, so I threw myself forward, i^asping 
his wrist. As I anticipated, the shock liberated me, and I 
morose, pulling him more dead than alive, until one of the 
others came to my assistance, who grasped the other aim. 
Thus we struggled fully an hour towards a fire which our 
aompanions providentially lit as a beacon ; and when we 
reached the shore there was not an individual of the foor 
able to clamber up the bank without assistance. It waB 

«ome time ere we could be well assiured of S n% 

recovery; however, warm blankets and hot brandy-pundi 
eventually restored him, and the remembrance of his 
escape cured him of his passion for buffalo-htmting. 

We were doomed this evening to experience an exem- 
plification of liie proverb, "Misfortunes never come single,** 
lor in the middle of the night a horde of the bufSalo oro8»«d 
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..dose to our canq>, lowzag acnd beUowing, .niakmg the 
^roimd tr^nMe as if undar the par ocKysm of an eajthquake, 
Mid eansing all our animals, without a single exception, to 
stampede. Every man, save six, who were indispensal^ 
for guarding the waggons, had to turn out on foot in 
pursuit. Fortunately the night was clear, and thou^ we 
^ixmld not overtake them, we could see the course they to<^ 
up a ravine leading to the other side of the bluf^. It was 
dawning day when we reached the top, and though we 
oould not see them, the fi'esh ordure gave us an idea of ihe 
direction they went, towards another range of hills, from 
n^ch we saw them about five miles oS, on the prairie. 
They did not attempt running fm-ther, as we i^>proached 
and secured the bell-mare, who had all her fEdthM mules 
around her; but nine of the horses were stiU wanting, so 
six of us mounted bare-backed, with nothing but the lanats; 
and after scouring the plains for two long hours, we found 
«tliein all quietly grazing on a dip of land, where they waited 
quietly till we caught them; but by the time we all got 
back tiie day was so advanced we did not think of moving. 
There was no necessity for agam fording the river in 
pursuit of bufGalo, there being droves both above and below 
OS on our own side, and numbers in the act of crossing: 
giving us a good prospect of sport and freBb. food. Th(»e 
ite leeward of us did not remain long contiguous, crossing 
over the bluffs in enormous batches, for it is an extraordi- 
maay pecuharity of the buf^o, that it will run from the scent 
-of a white man much sooner than from his person, while 
-they are indifferent to that of the Indian, though he is more 
fiequentfy in oolUsion with them ; and their s^ise of smell- 
ing is so very acute, that a pale-fEice has not a chance of 
getting near them, unless he goes right against the wind. 
Weobs^rjred a large drove to windward, about midway over 
the riva-, ai^ as ^ reeds along the banks were three feet 
liigh, conoealm^it was comparatively easy ; so I took with me 
tiuree of our best marksmen and stole into ambush, taking 
a position where we supposed they should pass within one 
hxmdred yards of us ; but in th^ passage they inclined 
80 much down with the stream, it looked as if they would 
trample right over us ; and as we were hesitating what we 
^ould do, a huge, ferocious-loc^di:^ bull that headed the 
drove, asoended the bank within thirty yards of us, the rest 
tf<^lowtng in a line, which they generally do when moving 
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of their own accord, without apprehension. The striiig 
being long, we waited patiently till a fine cow, now in better 
season than the other sex, was passing, when two fired, and 
she fell without a struggle. 

The shape and appearance of the buffalo is in nowise 
symmetrical or sightly at any season, but they now looked 
particularly ungainly: their coats being for the most part 
cast along th^ir sides and quarters, their necks and heads 
alone retaining their shaggy covering, most inappositely 
like a pet French poodle. In this month (May) they gene- 
rally shed, and judges say that a November robe is the best; 
as the new fleece, having six months to grow, becomes in that 
period sufficiently thick and warm, with all that. softness 
which is conducive to comfort; whereas those that attain a 
full winter's growth become coarse, bristly, and matted. I 
read many accounts, and heard divers and sundry stories 
of the buffalo, and of their marvellous gregarious propensi- 
ties, but I always swallowed such yams cmn grano salds; 
allowing what I conceived a liberal margin for the exercise 
of the long-bow which travellers generally use, as poets do 
their license. However, experience has now satisfied me 
that in those instances at least reality transcends imagina- 
tion. I can thus profess my faith in previous writers, and 
reconcile my scepticism to the statement that, in the pro- 
gress of the army of invasion over the Mexican plains, they 
were frequently obliged to fire grape-shot amongst them to 
open a way; for I should mention, that when once a herd 
of buffalo break, as it is termed, running off in the mass, 
they are not to be tiuned aside by common obstacles, but 
go right ahead, regardless of everything before them, fearing 
only the cause in their rear that originated their flight. 
They have been frequently known to burst right through 
the line of a caravan, trampling the mules to death, and the 
waggons to pieces, the men escaping with difficulty. 

We had not travelled many miles after apportioning the 
cow until we saw a small herd directly in our path, when 
we halted, and two of our men crept up to shoot at them. 
There was a gorge in the bluffs opposite where they were 
feeding, through which I knew they would rush in retreat 
when fired on, and there I posted myself on horseback with 
a light carbine that I could manage with one hand. I was 
not deceived, for they made direct for the open plain, when 
they broke, but my horse became so firetful and fidgety, I 
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45onld not take aini as they passed. I gave chase, however, 
and soon got up to and alongside tiie headmost, down 
^hose shoTjdder I saw a stream of blood: the eflfect of a 
wound. He cast his eyes fiercely round occasionally as I 
came over-close to him, showing a disposition to attack, so 
" that it required both my hands in the bridle to prevent my 
horse from bolting. I persevered, nevertheless, running a 
neck-and-neck race, leaping-over rocks and biu^tiug thi'ough 
-copses of thick brush, until we came to a dry gully that 
crossed our path, over twelve feet deep and as many yards 
wide, and as in mid-career it was impossible to stop short, 
4own we leaped, landing amidst those brutes, who, jostling 
efifch other in the descent, were tiunbled at the bottom. It 
-was a fearfiil moment;, and I thought it all up with me, as 
my horse came to his chest by the shock; but ere he was 
-on his legs, I was again alone with my bleeding companion, 
• who was scrambling up the other bank. I however gained 
the level first, and before he could get into active motion, 
:fired, but not being over six yards from him, he made an 
instant rush, and gored my poor horse in the shoulder, 
xjoming against him with such force as to throw him clean 
over, luiseating me with extreme violence, and falling him- 
self to his knees in the exertion. The horse jumped quickly 
mp and ran away at full speed, with my foot sticking in the 
stirrup, and the woimded bull in pursuit. A sudden jerk at 
length caused the boot to pull off, the bull with his impetus 
overrunning me, and in attempting to stop falling heavily, 
-and lying unable to rise from loss of blood and exhaustion, 
while I lay at a little distance, incapable of moving, from 
-the stimning eflfects of my accident. Seeing my horse 
•gallop back without its rider, several of the men hurried 
up the ravine, and found me just recovering from a faint. 
After washing off the blood and giving me a drink, they 
proceeded to dispatch the buffalo, who had not yet yielded 
up the ghost, for, as they discharged their pistols at him, 
he made several desperate efforts to rise, glaring fiercely 
at them, and uttering a low bellowing roar, not so much 
■of pain, I should say, as madness. He was a very large 
beast, and loaded the saddle-horses well in bringing him 
piecemeal to the waggons. 

Having now two beeves, much more than we could con- 
sume until the flesh would become tainted, I thought it 
advisable to remain where we were, and preserve the meat. 
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This is managed on the prairie by cutting it into strips 
and drying it over a fire on a kiln, constnicted of poles asd 
wattles, when it will keep sweet for a length of time. The 
Indians manage it by the heat of the sun, but we called in 
the aid of artificial fire to ensure despatch. All meat is 
the better of being kept some days before use, but I never 
before met any that became tender so quickly as the 
buffalo; whether from its feeding or rambling habits of 
life I cannot say. We had some steaks on the coals in 
less than two hours after the slaughter, yet it eat as short 
and tender as if kept in a meat-safe for a week under the 
auspices of the most professed epicure. We feasted like 
aldermen on boiled tongue, hump-steak, and marrow-bones, 
and during the evening had some, target practice at the 
head of the bull (which I often heard was impenetrable to 
a rifle-bullet), commencing at three hundred yards, and re- 
ducing the distance to one hundred, at which short range 
it was perfectly ball-proof. It is not the great thickness of 
the osfrontis alone that offers the resistance; the shaggy 
mass of hair and wool, with which the head is covered, first 
arrests the ball, particularly the rifle-ball, which, in its 
spiral motion, twists it into wad, and deadens the concns- 
sion against the bone. 

My horse bled profusely, and suffered cruelly dBrom the 
musquitoes, which had gathered on the long woimd in 
multitudes. He was unfit for use afterwards till we reached 
Fort Laramie, and I experienced myself great pain and 
uneasiness from the dreadful btunping I got as he dragged 
me along. 

We were early on the road next morning, the travelling 
easy, but the grass, as the Yankee barbers say, " was shaved 
behind the skin." The blufife gradually inclining to the 
river, and diminishing the width of the plain, we did not 
stop till noon, pushing ahead till our avant courier retomed 
witii the disagreeable intelligence that there was no feed 
ahead for ten miles ; we then immediately diverged firom 
the margin of the river, where alone there was a particle 
to be met; but opposite our camp there was a low island, 
about five hundred yards from tiie shore, that, from its 
green appearance, tempted me, notwithstanding my former 
essay at Platte fording, to visit it. In this I succeeded 
pretty easy, not being encumbered with anything whatso- 
ever, finding to my great gratification, abundance of grass 
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tfaitt had escaped the over-ravenpus maw of the bnffido. I 
i^iouted back the glad tidings, desiring them to send ov^ 
the animals, which, for the first time, evinced a hesitation to 
follow the bdl^mare. It was dark before the last was got 
over, the rain falling in torrents, and not a stick or atom to 
light a fire, Ihie buffalo chip being rendered unfit for igni- 
tion too; so we 'had to sit down wet and weary, to a cheer- 
less supper of raw bacon and hard ship bread. 

This was the first time I saw the spirit of any of our 
pwrty beginning to flag, and as we sat shivering at our 
tjomfortless meal, three of them openly expressed their 
desire to return home. I sought to joke them out of their 
whim, but it was of no use. They demanded a waggon, with 
Iheir proportion of the animals and provision, which, as I 
told them, I had no power to give, it bising a matter for the 
consideration of the company, who were tmanimous in 
their refusal, as it would weaken our strength, and expose 
tiiem to certain peril, in returning through the Pawnee 
nation after what had occiured. This latter argument had 
some weight with the dissentients, whom I endeavoured to 
comfort with the assurance that, when we reached Laramie, 
I would do what I could to have their wishes complied 
with, as they might probably hit there upon a caravan 
going with skins and fors to the States. 

If we had a bad supper, we had a treat for breakfitst 
next morning, in some rich buffalo-milk, one of the last 
watch having shot a cow with its udder full of milk, 
which he took firom her before she cooled ; he ateo got the 
calf, but it was poor and weakly; I shoidd suppose from 
the constant roaming. We passed through several dog 
villages in the coiu^e of the day, one of which, by its vast 
extent, I set down as the metropolis of the canine nation, 
and shot a good many, several of the party preferring them 
even to buffalo beef. The ravages of Ihose little animals 
gave the plains a sterile look, which, together with the 
naked aspect of the sandy river, now completely devoid of 
timber, and dotted with low sedgy islets, presented a most 
cheerless and desolate landscape, that was not without its 
depressing effects on the spirits and feelings. We kept 
travelling later than usual, cherishing the hope of finding 
grass, but evening came without our meeting any. The 
mules — nor was it to be wondered at — showed signs of 
uneasiness, and commenced braying unanimously, as if in 
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remonstrance against any further advance. Subsequently 
I frequently noticed, both at noon and evening, as the 
customary hour passed, an occasional bray was given to 
log our memory, and give us to imderstand it was time to 
stop. 

We had an accumulation of annoyances this evening, for" 
when we came to camp there were three of our men miss- 
ing, and the rain came down in such a deluge, no one felt 
disposed to go out and look for them. Their absence 
would not have caused me so much uneasiness, only thut, 
having the river to guide them, I thou^t it next to impos- 
sible they could have gone astray, which suggested the 
idea of their having fallen in wilii the war party of the 
Sioux, to whom the guns would have been a great prize. 
I was so haunted with this apprehension I could not sleep, 
and about midnight I sallied forth with a, bugle, which I 
kept sounding, after a fashion, without any other effect 
than that of bringing about me a pack of night-walking 
wolves. At daybreak there was still no tidings, so I ordered 
twelve men to make ready, and return to where they were 
last seen, then to divide into parties of four, and make a 
strict search. Each horseman packed two days' provisions, 
as they were not to return the first night if unsuccessM, 
nor were the waggons to move though the feed was so 
bad. But when everything was in readiness, and some of the 
men actually in their saddles, some dark objects were seen 
in the distance, which we joyfully recognised through the 
glass to be our missing friends, and in order to expedite 
Sieir arrival, I sent off three men, with led horses, to meet 
them. They said they had woimded an antelope, which they 
followed up for a great distance; and in their anxiety to 
bring some of the flesh to camp, over-loaded themselves, 
and were caught by night before they could gain the river, 
which they vainly endeavoured to grope out in the dark, 
and at length lay down on the bare ground, under the heavy 
rain. They were very much fatigued, two of them com- 
plaining of sore throat and headache. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Beds for the Invalids — Mode of decoying Antelope — Try it, and sacoeed--81aet«tonB 
—Soft state of the Ground — Cannot find a Dry Spot to Camp on~A Lot of Mule* 
get badly Mired — Continuance of the Storm — Dread lest the Rirer should i 
Tbe Indian Dreador alarmed again — Visit of a large Vwctj ot Sioux 
Handsome Caparisons — Reason of our Friend's precipitate Return — Description 
<^ the Sioux — Their Costume — Mode of betokening Friendship — Exhibit our 
Trading Wares — Interchange of Presents—They leave, promising to meet us at 
the Ford in the Morning— Do not meet their War Party— Mode of Indian Burial 
— Find the Ford too deep for Crossing — Try it, bat are forced to desist— Waahicf 
on the Plains — Sioux come again in a handsome Cavalcade — Beauty and Faidni^ 
tions of the Sioux Womeii^Sioux Cleverness at Trading— Visit their Villas bf 
Invltation — Description of thrir Town and Wigwams— Juvenile Archery — Get «. 
Cure for my Horse — Give an Acknowledgment of our kind ReceptioD — Take our 
reluctant Leave — False Cliaracter given of tbe Sioux — River Falls—Wound an 
Indian by mistake— Great Breadth of the Platte — The task of Crossing — Conso- 
lation in a Hail-storm- Try our New Buffalo Horse— Description of the Indian 
style of hunting that Animal— Nervous Passage over a very Narrow R idg e .Dan- 
gerous Descent and Accident — I^ovely Basin at the Bottom — Whiriwind — Biior> 
mous sized UaU-stones— Ash Hollow— North Platte. 

I GOT beds made for the invalids in the waggons, and made 
a start in a biting north-east wind, that called for all the 
muffling we could muster. Our road lay through sandhills, 
which made the pulling very severe. About ten o'clock^ 
like the shifting of a scene, llie cold and gloom moved off,, 
and the piercing air was supplanted by a scorching sun. 
We frequently before experienced sudden transitions, but 
this was by much the quickest, reminding me of -fi sop's 
" Contest betwixt the Wind and the Sun," in its effect on 
our change of garments. Such variable weather might be 
supposed to be conducive to bad health, but with tJ^e ex- 
ception of the broken-down antelope-hunters, there were 
none of our party ailing. 

We saw a very large herd of antelope a good way off, at 
the base of the bluffs, but Hiey kept such a sharp look-out 
there was no getting close to them. I had heard, from a 
superannuated trapper at Independence, that by fixing a 
bright-coloured rag to a pole, and sticking it in the ground 
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near you, it would be certain to attract them within pistol- 
range, if the person in ambush could thoroughly conceal 
himself, I took this opportunity of testing the efficacy of 
the stratagem. Getting a capital hiding-place in a dry 
gully, in the bank of which I stuck up a gaudy-coloured 
kercliief, they no sooner saw the novel object fluttering in the 
breeze, than they all gathered into a bunch, confronting it, 
and gazing at it with elevated heads, like a flock of sheep 
when a strange dog crosses their pasture, and approximating 
at intervals, until they came within fifty yards of it, stamp- 
ing the ground with tieir fore-feet, as it waved to and fro, as 
if fiiey were angrily puzzled to make it out. I was so amused, 
peeping at them, I did not fire until they came almost 
within " blow" of me, and I then shot two, the ball going 
slick through one and killing another as well. The result 
of this experiment made me attach greater credence for the 
future to the stories of old trappers, which I previously re- 
garded as the gossiping yams of whimsical dotards. I was 
told in the States that the flesh of the antelope was, as the 
Yankees termed it, "mean stuff;" but I cannot coincide in 
this verdict, for the steak we had this evening was as well- 
flavoured and juicy as any I could desire. In the afternoon 
we saw several scattered herds of buffalo grazing amidst the 
sandhills; but as we had an abundant supply of fresh pro- 
visions, we did not molest them. 

Firewood was now oiu* most urgent want, for there was 
not as much timber on oiu* line of march as would make a 
toothpick; the interminable Platte winding along the bare 
plains like a monstrous serpent, without grass, flowers, or 
any object to relieve the plodding tediiun of our way* The 
chip was not dry enough for culinary purposes, but the 
staves of a small rice cask, which we found out, afforded 
sufficient fuel, to dress our evening's meal. Next moxning 
was udiered in with a storm of rain and hail, drifted by a 
strong cold wind, its " pitiless pelting" driving the a-ni-malp 
before it with their tails tucked in betwixt their legs; and 
though they went at a sneaking pace, they were a long way 
off before breakfast w^ over. There was no great difficult}^ 
in overtaking them, but the job was to make them face it; 
for no sooner would we have them headed towards the 
camp than a violent squall would make them round their 
atems to it again, so that it took us foiu- hours to get them 
back half that number of miles. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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From'aU appeacances it had set in for a constant wet day, 
the gushing torrents making me imeasy lest the river should 
rise and prevent our crossing. The track was so deep, 
:tiiat the wheels were working half the time up to the naves ; 
the poor mules sinking at every step above the fetlocks, so 
that humanity forbade oiu- persevering beyond a half day's 
drive. The country was so very flat, the siurface water gave 
it the appearance of a lake, rendering it difficult to get 
enough of high land to answer for camping on. As soon 
as ihe animals were set free they cantered off to a greenish 
patch that looked like grass, but which was only a thin 
coating over a slough, in which eleven of them got mired 
so badly, the probabihty of relieving them looked very 
questionable indeed. After trying several expedients with- 
out success, we got each of them boimd round with strong 
ropes, attaching a swingle-tree to a long chain that reached 
the firm ground, and then harnessed a team of eight mules, 
by which means we hauled them out one by one, five o£ 
them getting badly lacerated by the ropes and tyings. The 
worst of it was, aU our hard jobs occiured in heavy rain 
and storm, debarring us of the comforts of a fire for warmth 
or cooking. When our labours were over this evening the 
men suffered so much that I served out, for the first time, 
small rations of brandy in lieu of coffee. 

There was not a moment's intermission aH night, nor a 
sign of abatement in the morning. Some of the m^i went 
to the river to look for drift brush, but did not get a particle ; 
our breakfast, therefore, consisted of raw beef or bacon, 
hard bread, and water: rather meagre fare, taken into con- 
sid^ation with our other hardships and privations. We 
now appeared rather to be travelling by water than over 
land, so completely was the low level ground submerged 
by the rain, which made me, at all hazards, determine to 
try and reach the ford of the Platte that evening, for if the 
storm happened to be general, as it appeared to be, the 
river might get so swollen as to detain us for a week. In 
order to put the animals in heart, I gave each a large basin 
of thick gruel made of com meal, which they licked up with 
great relish, and paid for in improved exertions. After a 
few hours' travel the plains began to rise and the clouds to 
break, leaving us by noon once more dry land and a com- 
fortable sun. I then sent a small party ahead to inspect 
and r^ort on the state of the ford, which I knew could not 
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be far away, with our Indian dreader amongst them, who 
since the late affair, '' assumed a * valour' if he had it not," de- 
riding the bare idea of Indian prowess when opposed to 
that of a white man. But sooner than I expected the desired 
intelligence, I descried a horseman returning in hot haste, 
who I soon perceived was oiu* Mend, bare-headed, with & 
pistol in each hand, the bridle-reins broken and hanging 
down. Thus the horse, being under no restraint, galloped 
into the midst of the loose animals, who, wondering what 
was the matter, commenced braying, kicking, prancing, and 
wheeling about him, getting up a most ludicrous scene, in 
which oiu* friend appeared to be enacting the classic part 
of "fool in the middle." Before I could ascertain the cause 
of his sudden retreat, I saw the remainder of the party re- 
turning, surrounded by a cavalcade of about five hundred 
Sioux Indians, accompanied with a number of young 
squaws, all superbly moimted, and their horses caparisoned 
in a curious but highly ornamental style : the head-stalls,, 
rosettes, and nosebands of the bridles fringed with a light 
trimming of red cloth, and the saddle-cloths, which extended 
over the quarters and down the sides of their fine-spirited 
animals, elaborately worked with parti-coloured beads,, 
and bunchy variegated tassels dangling at the comers. 
This fully accounted for our friend's precipitate return, who^ 
when he took breath and got hold of the reins, with a badly 
simulated composure, stated he hurried back to be the first 
to annoimce the finding of the ford; but, like Dr. O 'Toole,, 
when questioned about the keys, he feigned to be altogether 
oblivious of the circumstance of having the pistols in his 
hands: an exhibition rather unusual in the proclamation 
of pleasing intelligence. 

I never, either in ci\dlised or savage Ufe, saw a finer or 
nobler looking race of men than tiie Sioux, who now 
favoured us witli a visit, all of them of great stature, stal- 
wart, muscular proportions, and agile to a degree, with 
highly intelligent countenances, stifidngly handsome fea- 
tures, and a complexion very little deeper ^an a dark olive. 
They were well armed with various weapons : guns, pistols,, 
tomahawks, bows, and arrows; their clean, glossy, and 
ample buffalo robes, hanging about them with all the effect 
of a Eoman toga. The women were extremely beautiful, 
with finely-chiselled features, dark lustrous eyes, raven locks, 
and pearly teeth, which they disclosed m gracious smiles 
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that lit up their lovely faces with a most bewitching ra- 
diance. They wore no head-dress; their luxuriant tresses, 
divided with the most scrupulous accuracy, flowing in un- 
confined freedom over their shoulders. Their attire con- 
sisted of a tanned buckskin bodice, not over tight, fitting 
after the Nora Creena fashion, to which was appended a 
short full skirt of the same material which did not reach 
the knees. The legs were concealed by close leathern hose, 
which revealed the most exquisite symmetry, embroidered on 
the sides with beads, meeting above the taper ancles a laced 
mocassin, worked up the instep in the same manner; and 
over all was thrown, with a most graceful negligence, a light 
blanket of snowy whiteness, so arranged as to form a hood 
in an instant. They also wore large ear-drops, and had the 
fingers up to the joints covered with rings. 

As the men approached they dismoimted, proffering 
flieir hands, with good-humour beaming in their counte- 
nances. The women did not offer any salutation ; but at 
a signal from the chief, a man of Herculean proportions, of 
the real Paddy Cary family, with "brawny shoulders five 
feet square," they too dismounted, and after tethering their 
horses, squatted in a semi-circle at a little distance from 
the men. The chief, with an air of great ceremony, then 
commenced charging a large pipe : the calumet of peace, 
which he passed amongst his subjects, each taking a whiff, 
and giving his chest a thump as he concluded. It was then 
handed to us to do likewise, being, I understand,*the most 
reliable token of friendliness they can give. As soon as 
this ordeal was concluded, we gave them to know we were 
disposed to trade in blankets, tobacco, and ornaments, and 
of which we had a large stock, for horses, robes, and mo- 
cassins ; an intimation that set them all a chattering briskly, 
during which we unfolded our wares with the assiduity of 
practised pedlars, exhibiting them to the inspection of the 
ladies, who seemed highly pleased with them, as we pointed 
out their different excellencies : holding up our paste baubles 
in the sun's rays, and showing them the reflection of their 
sweet countenances in little pocket mirrors, as an induce- 
ment to deal; and further propitiating their good opinion 
by making them a few small presents of beads and rings. 
There was one dear girl amongst the group that I was fairly 
smitten with, to whom I presented a small looking-glass, 
taking leave to kiss the tips of her delicate fingers as she 
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graciously accepted it; at which she smiled, as if under- 
standing this silent hut expressive mode of admiration; and 
taking off a ring, caught hold of my hand to put it on: an 
operation I playfully protracted by cramping my fingers, 
that I might prolong the pleasure of contact with so charm- 
ing a creature. The men now made signs that they would 
meet us at the ford in the morning with the articles they 
had for exchange, and then giving the signal to moimt, 
sprung into their saddles, and galloped off to their village 
with the squaws in advance. 

Before leaving us they inquired if we met their war parfy; 
appearing greatly astonished .and disappointed as we an- 
swered in tihe negative ; and now that I had proofs of the 
kindliness and amicable disposition of their brethren, I re- 
gretted it much, as it is a spectacle of surpassing interest and 
novelty; which is thus described by Mr. Bryant, who was for- 
tunate enough to have witnessed one: "I had not travelled 
this morning far when I met the war party of the Sioux 
Indians, who had just broken up their camp, and started 
on an expedition against the Crows.* Their first design 
was to conduct their women and children to a secure point 
on the Platte, where they intended to leave them in care 
of the old men till they returned. In marching, they 
seemed to be divided into numerous parties, at the head of 
each of which was a beautiful yoimg female, gorgeously de- 
corated, moimted on a fat prancing Indian horse, and bear- 
ing in her hand a delicate pole or staff, about ten feet long, 
from the point of which was suspended, in some instances, 
a gilt ball and a variety of brass trinkets, with brilliant 
feathers and natural flowers of various colours. The chiefs, 
dressed in their richest costumes, followed immediately in 
the rear of the female ensign-bearer, with their bows and 
arrows in their hands ; succeeding them were the women, 
and children, and pack animals belonging to the party; 
and in the rear of all, the warriors: the whole as I met 
them, party after party, was a most interesting display of 
savage pageantry. The female standard-bearers appeared 
to be more fascinating and beautiftd than any objects con- 
nected with savage life which I had ever read of or con- 
ceived; it appeared as if this was a solenan occasion, for 
not one of tiiose composing the long column, some three 
or four miles in length, as I passed l£em, seemed to recog- 
nise any object or utter any sound; they mardied at a slow 
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pace, in perfect silence, witk their eyes gazing steadfastly 
on vacancy in front I bowed many times, but they took 
no notice of my salutations. Doubtless their stem deport- 
ment was e:spressiye of their determination not to looik to 
the right or left imtil they had penetrated into the countiy, 
and wrejJted their vengeance on their enemies, the Snakes 
and Crows." Very soon after our visitors departed we came 
to a stop on a slope, on which there was some better pas- 
ture, about four miles short of the ford, as the mules do 
not like going into the water in a cold collar, and within 
that distance they would have their blood sufficiently 
warmed. 

There were a few stragghng trees along the river edge, 
in one of which there was a large round object tliat looked 
like a bird's nest; but as eagles do not build in trees, and 
the dimension of the object was too large for such a nest, 
I went down with a few others, and found a large circular 
bundle, the size of a washing-tub, wrapped up in matting, 
and tied with strips of tough bark. We could not make 
out or conjecture the meaning of this strange package till 
next day, when I was informed by a Sioux &at it was the 
body of a renowned warrior, interred in mid-air: a practice 
generally adopted towards those .who have distinguished 
Siemselves either as warriors or wise men in the second 
degree, lest the wolves should scoop it up and devour it. 

The sun and we rose simultaneously: his smiles setting 
as all a-smiling, as we good-humouredly pressed forward to 
encoimter the current of ^e turbid Platte; but our glad- 
some gaiety -y^ras soon converted into growling, and "curses, 
not loud but deep," at finding its waters several feet above 
the usual level, and its flood proportionately increased in 
rs^idity. I felt myseK rather out of sorts with the first fine 
travelling day we had had for a week, and resolved on an 
attempt before abandoning it; so, selecting the tallest mule 
of the lot, I got 6n him without a saddle. Having divested 
myself of the major part of my clothing, the old boy, who 
was called Sacramento, from having figured in that battle, 
although a veteran campaigner, and equally at home on 
land or in water, evinced a great deal of reluctance in this 
instance about wetting his hide, discovering, I believe, in 
his sagacity, the impracticability of the attempt. However, 
I over-persuaded him, and very soon solved the question 
of fording, for within three lengths of the„^hp3;ejipj^4^ 
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swept off his legs, and we were carried down a couple of 
hundred yards before we could regain it. There was no- 
thing now for it but a little philosophy, vulgarly called pa- 
tience; so, taking advantage of the pause, we commenced 
a general lavavo, to get rid of a large arrear of used-up 
garments, on which we rung the changes more than once; 
merely subjecting them to die elementary process of wash- 
ing, by hanging fiiem round the waggon tops, exposed to 
the influences of the I'ain and sun. On this occasion, how- 
ever, we went somewhat more artistically to work with soap 
and knuckles, some of the wayfaring dandies being guilty 
of the excusable plagiary, if I can call it so, of mangling 
after the manner it is related the Bedouin Arab cooks his 
steak, by placing it between his posterior and the saddle, 
and setting his horse to full speed. 

While hard at work, up to the elbows in suds, our Sioux 
friends, with a large accession of their tribe, made their ap- 
pearance, coming over the rise, driving a lot of mules and 
horses before them, and accompanied by a multitude of 
dogs, drawing packs on long poles.* They were, if possi- 
ble, more cai'efully attired than on yesterday, and greeted 
us with the frankness and bonhommie of old acquaintances. 
The riding animals were all picketed apart, and those for 
trade, as well as the robes and mocassins, placed within a 
space siUTOunded by a ring of squatters. Before the traMc 
commenced, all those who received presents the day before, 
stood forward to make theirs in return, which they did, es- 
pecially the maidens, with a degree of simple, easy dignity 
and grace, that was perfectly fascinating; and as itie "nut- 
brown maid," the charming recipient of my looking-glass, 
presented me with a richly-embroidered pair of mocassins, 
and proceeded to fasten a handsome bracelet of beads upon 
my wrist, I never remember to have been so rapturously 
impressed with ths influences and fascinations of lovely 
woman, making me forgive the river, even should it detain 
us for a week — a month : I had almost written, for ever. 
This over, the pipe was again lit and passed; a compliment 

* The vehicle is formed bj attaching two poles to a breast-stnp and passing thm 
through the loops of a backhand, letting the ends trail on the ground ; binders are 
then stretched and secured behind the animal, and two upright sticks affixed, whldi 
prevent the load Arom slipping back. Large-^zed ones are constructed of lodge polts 
(with which their houses are erected), and drawn by mules, by which two modes they 
transport all their effects when they change their villages, eittier for the convenieno* 
of fresh pasture, or to get into the neighbourhood of game. ^ ^ ^c> "^ 
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we reciprocated by distributing a dejeune of raw bacon and 
biscuit, which seemed to gratify them exceedingly. The 
traffic then commenced with great activity, and, unsophis- 
ticated though the Sioux are by nature and habit, they 
displayed a quickness of discernment, and adroitness of 
dealing, that would have done credit to a Cheapside ap- 
prentice. They saw at a glance where your choice lay, and 
regulated their estimate accordingly; while in selecting the 
articles they desiderated, they afifected a depreciative indif- 
ference, as if there was nothing in the batch that exactly 
suited them. The fair closed with our having got three 
tip-top mules, a trained buffalo-hoi-se, some fine robes, and 
a pile of mocassins, for three muskets, six pairs of blankets, 
with a proportion of powder, lead, tobacco, and paint. 

We were then invited over to their village, five miles dis- 
tant: an invitation we could not refuse without having it 
construed into an affront. I therefore took with me ten of 
our party, riding alongside my Dulcinea on her prancing 
palfrey ; and as we went capering and curveting over the 
prairie, I flatter myself we formed an equestrian cortege 
that neither Ducrow nor Batty ever equalled: one that 
would monopolise admiration even in the classic regions 
of Rotten Row. About midway between our camp and the 
village there was a large wigwam, the same as those they 
live in, standing isolated on the plain, in which the remains 
of their late chief were laid in state; it was entirely closed 
up, and guarded vigilantly, to prevent its being disturbed 
until decomposition would completely denude the bones. 
We found the village standing on about twenty acres of 
land : a perfect circle, in the centre of which stood the resi- 
dence of the present chief, surmounted with a flag made up 
of all colours in the rainbow. His lady was at home, but 
his three sons were along with the war party. Their wig- 
wams are of a perfectly conical shape, about eighteen feet 
high, and twelve in diameter at the bottom. The skele- 
ton of this primitive habitation is formed by a number of 
straight light spars, called lodge poles, tied closely together 
at the top, and spread out at the base so as to form a cone; 
they are then covered with tanned buffalo robes laced to- 
gether, with a small aperture at the apex to let out the 
smoke, and a doorway at the side, which is closed by a flap 
looped up above it; the fire stands in the centre of the 
floor, and the mats and couches are ranged close along the 
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udes. They are very superior to the general nm of Indian 
habitations, and mal^e a very comfortable dwelling, capable 
of being erected or taken down in a very short time. 

We partook of some jerked beef in the chiefs residence, 
and afterwards had a display of juvenile archery from the 
pappooses, or young children, who hit their marks with 
amazing precision. This was followed by a native dance 
by the young men and women, who chanted their own 
music, which was not of the most spirit-moving character ; 
n^r was the ballet a display of a very attractive nature — as, 
indeed, it could not weU be — ^for dancing in a circle, with 
clasped hands, does not admit of much grace or variety of 
motion. There seemed to be at least some half-dozen 
dogs to each wigwam, some of them fine-sized, powerftd 
brutes, and the plains around for miles were covered with 
horses, mules, mares, and foals. I got a salve for my poor 
horse's shoulder from the chief, that soon healed it up; 
from its highly sanative properties it would be a great 
acquisition to the veterinary pharmacopoeia, but I could 
not find out more than that it was composed of certain 
herbs and buflfelo-marrow. Before leaving, the chief asked, 
and got from me, a written acknowledgment that he was a 
** good Indian," and " treated us kindly," which he would 
show to the commandant at Fort Kearney, to propitiate 
hi^ good opinion. He then escorted us to the entrance of 
the village, and formally took leave, making us signs he 
would send some of his subjects in the morning to assist 
at the crossing. I turned more than once on the plain to 
gaze on the dwelling-place of the lovely Sioux girl; and, 
as the village sunk from sight beyond an imdulation of 
ihe prairie, I felt my saddened soul swelling, in which the 
moistened eye sympatiiised, and thought of the plaintive 
couplet : — 

Maid of Athens, ere we part. 
Give, oh! give me back my heart. 

I was told at the fort that the Sioux were not to be trusted ; 
that they were treacherous, thieving, and only contented 
when dabbling in human gore; yet I found their dispel- 
tion diametrically opposite to this wholesale misrepresen- 
tation, and resolved for the future to harboiu* a different 
opinion of Indian character — at least where I found the 
females beautiful — for I think it will hold good, as a gene- 
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vbI nde, to ex|>ect more benignity of nature where the 
race is without the influence of the loveliness and gea^e- 
ness of woman. 

I was highly gratified to find on my return to camp that 
the river had fall^i considerably, and that we might look 
for a steady decline from the continuance of fine weather. 
Those who remained in camp had not been idle in our ab- 
sence, having propped up the waggon-beds fourteen inches 
^1 the asdes; arranged tiie loading, by placing the powder 
and bread^uffs on &e top; and having dug, away the bank, 
to make the descent easy and gradual, so that nothing re- 
mained but to harness and dash on in the morning. An un- 
pleasant accident took place in the night by the coming of 
tile Indians the chief promised, who were not expected imtil 
morning; but long before the dawn they were seen advanc- 
ing to lSie camp by one of the watch who remained behind, 
and was uimware of the arrangement. He challenged 
once, and a second time, without receiving an answer, and 
then he fired, sending ^e ball betwixt the left arm and 
the side of one of the Indians ; fortunately without doing 
any injuiy: scarcely even drawing blood, as there was only 
a slight abrasion of the skin on both arm and side. The 
Indians walked coolly on as if nothing had occurred, and 
seemed to understand and cordially receive the explanation 
given them. 

After an early and hurried breakfast two of the Indians 
went into the river, and betwixt swimming and wading 
got over, after nearly an hour's struggle; the river being 
close upon two miles wide. When they reached the banks 
opposite, they took their stations at the point where alone 
we could get out; and one of those who remained moimted 
to point out the best track through the current. We then 
put five span of picked mules to my waggon, with a rider 
on the near leader and wheel ones ; I riding below the team, 
to prevent them from swerving with the stream. In this 
order we went in ; but, notwithstanding the digging away 
of the bank, the waggon made a dive that nearly drove 
the tongue-mules under water; and, if there had not been 
a good man in the saddle, who upheld them with a power- 
ful eanoa, the consequences might have been highly disas- 
iroas, as the waggcm was broadside to the current. It 
^ecasiomaily swayed with portentous violence, almost fioatr 
io^ when it got into deep.watler; and again, as it reached 
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a shoal, the flood rushed through the spokes with a truly 
terrific noise. The mules in like manner were alternately 
aswim and walking, the length of our team constituting our 
greatest safety; for when the wheel mules would be out of 
their depth, liie lead and middle ones might not be over 
knee-deep, and vice versa, so that there were always some 
on the strain to keep the waggon in motion, otherwise it 
would sink in the quicksand, and all would be lost. The 
danger, against which it was impossible to take any pre- 
caution, was that of overturning, as the wheels on one side 
got on the steep sides of the countless ridges and bars of 
sand formed by the different eddies. Twice it was fidrly 
poised, and I held my breath in an ecstacy of fear, thinking 
an upset inevitable, which would not only involve the loss 
of the waggon and its contents, but that of the mules, and 
very probably the riders, tangled in the harness as they 
necessarily would be. After fifty minutes' hard tugging 
the leaders reached land, and while climbing the bauJk ex- 
hibited symptoms of great exhaustion, for their sides sobbed 
with distress ; but the nature of the bottom forbade a re- 
spite, so, dashing my riding-horse past them, as a mode of 
encouragement, all joining in a teamster's chorus, they 
charged the obstacle, and brought up their load right 
merrily for over half-way, when overtasked nature, unable 
to sustain the impulse, let the motion diminish ominously, 
imtil the wheels could be scarce seen to move : an instant's 
pause, and back it must inevitably go. At this critical 
moment the lead mules just gained lie level ground, and 
in the next the victory was barely won, as up came the 
waggon, amidst our hoarse cheers ; but our exultation was 
checked by the recollection that there were still four others 
to get over. Before they started, however, I got the bank 
pn the coming-out side graduated to an easy slope, which, 
together with lightening the loads, by packing all the tall 
horses and mules, enabled them to effect it with compara- 
tive ease ; the only accident that occurred being the falling 
of a pack-horse, Uiat lost its paqk, and nearly smothered 
the man who was leading it. 

As I before remarked, all our tasks either commenced 
or ended in rain; which, in this instance, before we could 
pitch our tents, came down as if the flood-gates of heaven 
were swept off their hinges, and not a spark of fire to cheer 
or warm us. We had, however, this countervailing conso* 
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lation to make us amends, that one of the greatest difficul- 
ties of the trip was T^anquished in the passage of the Platte ; 
there was, besides, plenty of firs^rate feed for the animals, 
and they had earned it well. 

The 20th brought forth a sun, but of a cold, silvery 
complexion, little calculated to make the amende for the 
negligence of yesterday. With a toilsome day's work be- 
fore us, having to cross the neck of land that separates the 
south from the north fork of Platte, the route lying over 
high hills and low valleys, that looked like lakes from the 
late rains, two of the Indians asked permission to accom- 
pany us "two suns' travel;" a request that could not be 
graciously denied, after the kind manner in which we were 
treated by their tribe. Not very long after starting we saw 
a small herd of buffalo to windward of us, and, being 
desirous to test the merits of the Ibuffalo horse we got in 
trade, I made known to one of the Indians that I wished 
him to pursue them and shoot one. Spreading out the 
arms before him that he might take his choice of weapons, 
he selected two holster-pistols, which he stuck in his gir- 
dle, and, throwing aside his robe, caught the little horse, 
and, making a sort of noose bridle of the lariat, jumped 
upon him bare-backed. The spirited creature knew perfectly 
well what was in the wind, as, pricking forward his ears, 
he volimtarily darted off towards the herd, while we stopped 
on a hill-side looking on at the sport. It so happened tiiat 
the herd did not break until he was tolerably close to them, 
and, curiously enough, they then headed back in the direc- 
tion from which the Indian came. He was soon alongside 
a big bull, which, as he drew closer upon him, pistol in hand, 
made a quick lunge, which was as quickly evaded by the 
horse, without any admonition from the rider, and immedi- 
ately resumed his proximate position of his own accord. 
After galloping a few strides more, the Indian leant over, 
and stretching his arm to the full length, fired ; a momentary 
shock followed the report, after which the wounded brute 
darted from the herd at his enemy; but the watchful horse, 
as quick as thought, wheeled right round, galloping away 
from his pursuer, with what jockies call a stirrup eye cast 
back to watch his movements, regulating his speed so 
accurately as not more than saifely to outstrip him. The 
bleeding buffalo continued the chase for a quarter of a mile, 
and then stopped, pawing the earth in an agony of pain 
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and fury. The horse was stock-still at the same moment, as 
if gifted with yolition, and became again the pursuer, as 
the bafifiedo turned to rejoin the herd. In less than a 
minute he was once more side by side with the sinking 
buH, dodging his thrusts with the skiH of a fencing-master, 
until anoSier shot brought the contest to a close : the buffalo 
dropping to his knees and falling slowly over on his skk 
as ^e l3«e-ebbing tide issued from his chest. The Indian 
immediieU;ely dismounted to cut his throat; and while en- 
gaged in this operation, the horse stood quietly over, the 
prostrate carcase, like a gre}^ound after having run down 
a hjffe. The instinct of those animals is truly surprising. 
They leave your hands free for the use of your weapons, 
re<|uiring no guidance from the reins, for tiaey intuitively 
hit upon the beast you select, watch their opportunities of 
approximating, and anticipating his attack by the rolling 
of the eye, but never iiail in evading them. We subsequently 
kflled all our buffalo from the back of this horse, whidhi was 
also pleasant to ride, and steady as a pack animal. 

About half-way between the forks we got upon the sum- 
mit of the hills that divide them, where driving became 
rather a nerve-testing operation; the only practicable path 
being alcmg a ridge with a declivity amoimting to a preci- 
pice on each side, and so narrow it did not admit of a 
man's walking alongside to lay hold of the leaders in case 
of need; but this very circumstance, I believe, contributed 
to our safety, as the sagacity of the mule convinced him 
th^e was no alternative but to go on cautiously. Not a 
voice was heard for a couple of miles,' every mind being 
occupied with the sensation of impending danger; for in 
some places the trail was so edge-like, that even some of the 
horsemen alit, under the influence of giddiness. As we 
advanced the ridge gradually rounded, leading to such a 
long axkd abrupt descent that we debated the propriety of 
detaching the bodies of the waggons from the wheels, and 
sliding them down; but as the driver of the lead one volun- 
teered to essay a trial with rough double-locking and hold- 
ing back with ropes, we tried Ihe experiment, taking out 
all but the wheel-spans, which were left in merely to guide, 
and succeeded admirably until the last, in the descent of 
which the frayed rope parted, and the waggon slid, or, more 
properly speakii^, fell on top of the mides, upsetting and 
kaUmg the one on the offrside and breaking the coUar-ban^of 
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the teamster, which was othermse badly bruised; the bows 
were all sinashed, and the contents sent hopping down the 
steep. The waggon miraculously escaped any disabling 
fracture, thus enabling us to reload it and proceed without 
much delay. Two more moderate descents brought us into 
a lovely wooded dell, so watered and sheltered ti^t vegeta^ 
tion of every description £^peared as if stimulated by a 
hot-house compared with tiiat on the open prairie. The 
modest wild rose, forgetting its coyness in the leafy ar- 
bours, opened out its velvet bosom, adding its fragrant bou- 
quet to that of the various scented flowers and shrubs that 
formed the underwood of the majestic ash-trees, which con- 
fer a name upon the spot, producing a perfectly aromatic 
atmosphere. Cool streams, filtered through the adjoining 
hills, prattled about, until they merged their murmurs in a 
translucent pond, reposing in the centre of a verdant mea- 
dow, a perfect parterre, the bespangled carpet of which 
looked the congenial area for the games and gambols of the 
light-tripping beings of fairy-land. 

While contemplating the beauties of this favoiu-ed place, 
one of the Indians ran up, shouting iminteUigible jargon 
at the top of his voice, and gesticulating with frantic vehe- 
mence. Hostile Indians first suggested themselves as the 
cause of the alarm; then a wild drove of hemmed-in buf- 
falo; but the practised eye of the Sioux detected a gatiiering 
whirlwind, pecuHar to thpse regions, and eagerly pointing 
to the south-west, where a small black cloud, that did not 
look bigger tiian a cannon-ball, came rushing and expand- 
ing through the sky with preternatural velocity. He made 
hasty signs to unhitch tiie mules, and bring them, with 
ourselves, to shelter in a thick brush, apart from any lofty 
timber; but before they were all disengaged, the roar of the 
maddened elements bm-st upon us witii appalling violence, 
projecting hail and irregular blocks of ice, of unprece- 
dented magnitude, that plumped through the exposed wag- 
gon covers as if they were wet paper, and made the animals 
wince and jimip as they hopped upon their backs and 
quarters. Several huge trees were uprooted near where 
we first halted, ami limbs and branches whirled aloft like 
so many wisps. It swept past us in a very few minutes, 
taking the course of the ridge from whidi we so lately de- 
scended. Had it overtaken us there, it would have put an 
end to the expedition, for men, animals, and waggons^ 
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would have been inevitably hurled from the heights. As 
we crept from our shelter, we found the ground covered 
with detached masses of ice, some of which measured six, 
some nine inches in circumference, many glittering with 
prismatic hues, which, on being broken, had blades of 
grass in the hea^rt, which had been carried into the air by the 
whirlwind, and congealed in their frozen prisons. I am 
satisfied that many of those pieces were siificiently heavy 
to cause death if they had hit a person on a slightly-covered 
head. Our waggons presented a most tattered appearance, 
and left us a busy evening's patchwork. We now emerged 
from the narrow gorge of Ash Hollow, upon the banks 
of North Platte, which is the same muddy, iminteresting 
stream. It is below the forks, and renewed our acquain- 
tance with roaring fires. 
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Our next day's journey was through loose drifting sands 
that reached from the river edge to the bluffs, not present- 
ing a single feature worthy of note or comment either in 
vegetable or animal life, with the exception of a huge iso- 
lated rock, about six miles from the river, called by the 
trappers Court-House Rock, from its supposed resem- 
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blance to a large public building of that description; but 
there was nothing about it of that striking character to 
seduce me from my path so far aside to visit it. From 
Com-t-House Kock the aspect of the country began to im- 
prove a little ; a slight, threadbare vegetation covering the 
surface, and keeping down the Ught sands, which before 
gave us considerable annoyance ; a few stunted cedars, too, 
helped to relieve the dreary sameness of the scenery. We 
got tolerable camping-ground, and caught some nice fish 
in a small rivulet, which, unlike most of the affluents of the 
Platte, was clear, cool, and fresh. 

The following morning was most promising, and con- 
tinuing so up to our nooning ; we spread out all om* clothes 
and provisions to get the benefit of the sun, which, with its 
usual caprice in those quarters, retired behind a dark cur- 
tain to make way for a teem of rain that poured down 
so copiously that it ran in sti'eamlets over the plains. I 
may Hterally say we came to anchor this evening in a sheet 
of water; the prairie, as far as we could see, presenting the 
same aqueous aspect. We were drenched with rain, and 
shivering from the cold raw wind: the measure of our 
grievances being filled up by a supper of raw meat and 
hard bread. We endeavoured to secm'e dry lodging by 
digging deep trenches round our tents, which had a tem- 
porary eflFect in draining the space on which they stood ; 
but as there was not enough of fall to cany off the water, 
they filled up soon after we went to sleep, and when we 
awoke in the morning there was fully fom* inches of water 
around us on our robes. There was no abatement in the 
rain, and I felt sorely ill at ease as I saw the pitiable plight 
of the poor animals standing with drooping heads, their 
tails turned to the storm, unable to lie down because of the 
water, which likewise covered their food. It was impossible 
to remain where we were, and quite as impossible to meet 
with worse quarters ; so, breaking fast with a second edi- 
tion oflast night's supper, we set out in the teeth of a pe- 
netrating vdnd, and imder a drenching rain, to look for a 
patch of dry ground, be it ever so bare or barren, pre- 
ceded by a scout, who we hoped would soon return with 
an olive branch to comfort us. 

There was now observable through the mist high up in the 
clouds a pointed object, that looked like the top of some mo- 
numental erection, and becoming more and more distinctly 
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defined as we proceeded. With its base still enveloped in 
fog, -^e camped parallel with it on a slightly elevated patch 
that lay close along the river edge, where the water could 
not lodge, atid the animals had some little picking; but I 
was grieved to find the breasts and shoulders of several of 
them scalded and stripping fi'om the constant wet; how- 
ever, we had enough amongst the rest of the troop to let 
tiiose go firee imtil the soreness abated. It was early in the 
day when we stopped, shivering in om* dripping garments, 
without anything to employ the interval until evening, or 
a spark of fire to heat our benumbed limbs. Under tiese 
circimistances, it was proposed that a party should go to 
the bluffs, about four miles distant, to try and pick up as 
many sticks of cedar as would cook us a warm supper: a 
proposition very generally approved of We headed towards 
this tapering rock, called by roamers on the prairie Chim- 
ney Bock, though, to my eye, there is not a single linea- 
ment in its outline to warrant the christening. The 
Wellington Testimonial in the Phoenix Park, elevated on 
a Danish fort, would give a much more correct idea of its 
configuration, though not of its proportions. It is, I should 
say, five hundred feet high, composed of soft red sandstone, 
standing out firom the adjoiniijg cliffs, not so much like the 
result of a violent spasm of nature, as if fi'om the wearing 
and wasting effects of the watery storms that prevail in 
those forlorn regions. It appears to be fast chipping and 
crumbling away, and I have no doubt that, ere h^ a cen- 
tury elapses, Troja fuit will apply to the Chimney Kock. 
After surveying it on every side, and adorning its base vdth 
some hieroglyphics, we went about gathering our firewood; 
and while ransacking the ravines I was quite astonished to 
find considerable deposits of tibiat fine black sand which 
tE^st generally indicates the presence of gold. I felt veiy 
anxious to dig a handkerchief full of earth, and wash it; 
bujt fearing, if my conjectures turned out correct, it should 
originate a diversity of opinion that might lead to a break 
up of the party, I kept my simnise a secret. I should 
not be surprised, however, to hear, at no very distant day, 
that gold had been discovered along the valley of the IJorfii 
Platte. 

We all got good back loads of dry cedar, which by the 
time we got to camp produced quite a calorific effect on the 
system without the process of ignition; three cheers salut- 
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ing^ US as we cast them on tlie ground, for the idea of a 
jorum of hot coffee set us all in high glee, and, to use a 
homely phrase, " it would have done your heart ^ood" to 
have seen the style in which we tucked it in. The cold 
rain continued all night; and to our great mortification, 
when we arose from our wet beds in l£e morning, antici- 
pating the luxury of a warm breakfast, it turned. out there 
was not a splinter of wood left: the guards having indis- 
creetly burned it aU during the night This was very 
vexatious and provoking, the bluffs being too remote to 
think of going there again for fir-wood; but during the. 
grumbling a shout of trimnph issued from one of the wag- 
gons, in consequence of finding two large cheeses, the thm 
boxes around which, and an emaciated cotton shirt, enabled 
us to concoct a lukewarm beverage, equally devoid of colour 
and taste: hot coffee 'par exceUence, The continued wet 
and damp not only saturated our wearing apparel and bed- 
clothes, but began seriously to affect tihe best protected 
packages. The soft sugar began, as the' traders say, to 
"form foot," dripping through the bottom of the waggons; 
even the refined article became moist and crumbling; the, 
flour got mouldy, the powder linnpy, and we had no means 
or appliances for amending or arresting the evil. 

Before starting, we helped all the animals to a basia 
each of thick gruel, which they stood sadly in need of, and 
then commenced our plashing march through the wat^, 
not making more than a mile an hour. We had not pror 
ceeded at t£is snail's pace over a few miles, befwre our lead- 
ing waggon got stuck fast and deep in a slough : the mules 
being so jibbed and cowed that they could not be got to pull 
an ounce; while every moment's pause caused the whole 
train to settle down so deep in the soft earth that it almost 
looked as if we were destined to remain fixed in the mud 
until the waters subsided. We tried the task of eskricajbion 
by selecting ten of the evenest pulling mules, making fa«t 
the fifth chains of the other waggons to the point of the 
tongue, so as to lead to firm footing; and after a tugging 
strain that partly opened the coupling rings, we got it out 
of the mire : an operation we had to repeat with the others ; 
but as a precaution against the recurrencfe of such mishaps, 
two horsemen took it in turns to ride ahead to pick out flie 
hardest groimd for the future. 

The rain now changed into sleet that completely be- 
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immbed us, depriving the drivers of all feeling in their 
fingers to hold the reins. We did not make over nine 
miles, and had not even the consolation of hitting on dry 
camping-gromid; so that the men became wofully depres 
sed : some of them looking as if labom-ing under the pre- 
monitory symptoms of ague, I again served out brandy 
rations, as a preventive, there being no chance of getting 
a hot supper. Those not on guard huddled themselves 
into the waggons to try and generate animal heat by close 
contact; but with all our endeavours it was about the most 
triste and dreary night I ever spent in my life. 

A thick heavy fog hung over us in the morning for 
awhile, and then rolled away, revealing to us the face of 
our long-lost friend, the sun, who quickly dispelled the 
vapours of mind as well, and caused us to forget the chills 
and ills of the last few days; the cleared atmosphere en- 
abling us to see ahead a dry rolling prakie, which gave 
rise to the profane cry, "Mount Ararat; Mount Ararat, at 
last!" As we got on the elevated groimd, we could see 
that the bluffs took a curve like the tail of a shepherd's 
tcrook : a prominent eminence forming the curl at the end. 
This is called Scott's Bluff, from the body of an enter- 
prising trapper of that name being found upon it. It is 
supposed he lost his way, and having crawled up on it for 
a look out, died of starvation. The sides of the bluffs were 
no longer smooth and sloping, but bold and rugged, belted 
with abrupt ledges of sandstone, and split by craggy ravines 
well wooded with large cedar. As we advanced into the 
bend of the crook, over a fine rich glassy lea, the scene 
became heightened in beauty and interest imtil, close under 
one of those fantastic cliffs, we found a rustic log-hut, the 
country residence of a Mr. Rouberdean, of St. Louis, a 
blacksmith by trade, who, foreseeing an active business 
from tlie overland emigration, settled himself in this se- 
<|uestered nook, getting into sharp collision with the long 
•dormant echoes of the neighbourhood, and taking unto 
himself a Sioux spouse, a perfect queen of the wilderness, 
whom I beg leave to introduce as a sister of the Indians 
who accompanied us from South Platte. 

We arived at an hour that afforded us ample time to 
spread out and dry our food, raiment, &c.; but it smacked 
of desecration to see the enchanting spot, sacred to the 
spirit of solitude, strewed over with our blue-moulded duds. 
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and the tender flowerets, that would grace a Paradise, 
crushed beneath flour-bags and flitches of bacon. The 
distance hence to Fort Laramie was fifty-five miles, over a 
roUing country, covered with good pasture, but not calling 
for any especial notice. We met the Platte at severed 
points, covered as usual with tufty islets, and shot two 
antelopes, that sufficed us till we arrived there. As we 
were rolling along the second day we saw a man running 
across the plain to meet us, who we first thought was an 
Indian, but as he came up proved to be a French trapper, 
clad in a buckskin suit, with a fine rifle on his shoulder. 
He spoke tolerable English, expressing his surprise that 
we could have managed to get thus far so early as the 26th 
of May. He informed us he was the son of an old French 
trapper, fi-om the Hudson's Bay settlement, brought out by 
his father when quite a boy; and that afte^ his death he 
continued the same mode of life, having married the 
daughter of an Indian chief, in whose society he forgot 
every feeling or desire to visit the crowded thoroughfares 
of the world, procuring, as he said, the main staples of 
existence with his gun, and obtaining the few superfluities 
he desires at the fort, in exchange for the skins of the game 
he kills. "It is no less singular than true," that most men 
who firequent the hunting-groiuids of the Indian, either as 
trappers or tourists, contract a singular liking for their 
habits of life; and innumerable instances are on record 
where' men of independent fortime have forsaken the con- 
ventionalities of polished society for the simple, unsophis- 
ticated association of those children of nature, demonstrat- 
ing the inherent tendency of man to the natm^ in prefer 
ence to the artificial, wherever free-will is left a loose rein. 
I gave a carte-blanche to my imagination as we drew nigh 
Fort Laramie, in view of the Black Hills (as they are called) 
at its back, seeing in "my mind's eye" a bold fortress, 
perched in stem, solitary grandeiu* on a beetling crag, with 
corbelled battlements bristling with cannon, encircled by 
chasms^ through which mountain torrents roared venge 
ance on any of unbidden approach; but, "like the baseless 
fabric of a vision," my glowing fancy vanished before the 
wretched reaUty : a miserable, cracked, dilapidated, adober, 
quadrangular enclosure, with a wall about twelve feet high, 
tiiree sides of which were shedded down as stores and 
workshops, the foilrth or front having a two-story erection, ' 

H ^....... — ogle 
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with a projecting balcony for hurling projectiles or hot 
water on the foe, propped all aroraid on the outside with' 
beams of timber, which an enemy had only to kids: away 
and down would come the whole structure. It stands, or 
rather leans, upon a naked plain by the side of a rapid 
little riyer, in which a Frenchman named Laramie was 
drowned, yielding up his name both to the river and the 
fort. It is not a military station, but belongs to Hie 
"American Fui- Trading Company," who Jkeep there a 
simply of trumpery merchandise, to exchange widi the 
Indian and tr^per for such ^ins as they can procure. 
On its eariy establishment the beaver abounded in all the 
rivers of ^is region; but now the trade is exclusively 
confined to bufiialo robes. It may, however, turn out a 
point of some importance if the overland route to Califomia 
and Oregon coipmands a preference, though in my opinion 
there are other localities much more eUgible as dep6ts £<s[ 
the accommodation of emigrants and travellers. 

I found Mr. Husband, the manager, or governor, as he 
is styled, a most obliging, inteUigent, and cQ3nmunioative 
person. He offered us apartments to sleep in, but we did 
not deem it prudent to make a change in our living in that 
respect, lest it should afterwards affect our health. We, 
however, made use of the forge to tighten our wheel-tires, 
and make other small repairs connected with the waggon 
and harness. There were some Indians of the Sioux tribe 
about the fort trading while we were there; the trading 
colloquy between whom and Mr. Husband was most 
amusing; each praising their own and depreciating the 
value of the other's ware; rattling away witli great volu- 
bility, and "suiting the action to the word." It requires 
great patience to carry on this system of dealing, the 
smallest bargain consuming as much time as the largest 
transaction; and it matters not how well soever the article 
may suit the Indian, or how much he may desire to secure 
it, he will never give way to precipitancy, yielding up his 
final acquiescence with an affectation of reluctance. 

There is, besides the governor, a superintendent and ten 
men employed in stowing and packing robes and skins, 
who were all greatly in need of clothing of one sort or 
another, and tempted us to give them a small supply from 
our wardrobes in exchange for some picked robes, that 
were infinitely superior to those we had. We sdso gave 
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them a supply of sugar, coffee, tobacco, and flour, as they 
were completely out of those necessaries, and did not 
espeet a supply for a couple of months. 

It occupied us forty-three days reaching Fort Laramie, 
our stopping days inclusive, leaving an average for travel- 
ling days ctf eighteen miles- per day, the distance being 
seven hundred miles from Independence. This, though 
tedious, was not sa very slow, considering the sort of 
vdiiicles we travelled in, the loads we carried, and the nature 
of Hie roads and obstructions we had to deal with; but at 
a j^taire day, when the track is more beaten, and the bad 
places bridged over and smoothed, it can be accomplished 
in a mtich shorter time, the more particularly as a lighter 
v^icle can be used, and as traders, no doubt, will keep 
IttFge stocks of supplies at the different points; caravans, 
instead of encumbering themselves with stores and neces- 
saries for the entire trip, need only cany as much as will 
be necessary from post to post. 

Since our favourable experience of Indian disposition 
from the Sioux, the project was frequently discussed 
amongst us of picking out a small party, to go on, by means 
of pack-mules, from Laramie to California, to have a loca- 
tion selected for the company by the time they got up, a2id 
auch preliminary preparations as would liable them to go 
to work without delay. The smallness of the party was 
no longer considered a difficulty, and it only remained to 
agree upon the number, and of whom it was to be made 
up. Eight at length was decided on as the strength to be 
drawn by ballot from those who desired to exchange the 
tedious conveniences of waggon transit for the fatiguing 
and self-denying mode of travelling by pack-mules. In 
virtue of my captaincy I was accorded a free choice, and 
became an ex officio packman. Out of the other seven 
chosen there were some weU suited for the change, but 
others whose habits and physical conformation rendered 
them wholly unfit for the undertaking. However, there 
remained no method of rectifying tibe matter without 
creating jealousy and bad feeling. It was arranged we 
were to have a saddle-horse and pack-mule each, much 
pr^minary trouble being avoided by obtaining full-rigged 
pack-saddles at the fort; but when we came to mention the 
matter to Mr. Husband, offering the waggons, which should 
be necessarily abandoned, in exchange for the pack-saddles, 
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he discouraged the project as one of very great danger^ and 
earnestly remonstrated; telling me that the Crows (Indians), 
through whose country we should pass for at least three 
hundred miles, were a fierce, cruel, and powerful tribe, 
whose vigilance we could not hope to elude, and that even 
if our lives were saved (which he did not expect), we would 
assuredly be stripped of our clothes, provisions, arms, and 
animals, which would be tantamount to taking our lives; 
for a man might as well be thrown overboard in the ocean 
as abandoned in such a condition on the prairie ; illustrating 
his reasoning with many stories of the barbarous treatment 
that trappers who fell into their hands from time to time 
experienced. It was evident he made a deep impression 
on some of the elect; but for my part, entertaining an im- 
pregnable faith in Indian chivalry since my acquaintance 
with the Sioux, I had made up my mind to run the ridk 
of being plucked by the Crows if only one more was to join 
me. The subject was again discussed, and four of the 
chosen men seceded, leaving, to my great delight, three of 
the elite of the party to face the danger. 

This being determined on, there was nothing to prevent 
the waggons from proceeding, while the making, weighing, 
and adjusting of the packs would necessarily detain us at 
least another day. Before starting, however, there was a 
full muster of the original company, and a vote of thanks 
passed to me " for the judicious and careful manner I con- 
ducted the expedition to Laramie," with other complimen- 
tary addenda I feel too modest to set forth. We retained 
nothing but absolute indispensables, forwarding the major 
part of our clothing by the waggons. Our bread was wholly 
hard bread, which saved us tibe carrying of an oven, and 
we exchanged our bacon for jerked buffalo-beef, of which 
they had a good supply at the fort. We did not take a tent, 
as it would be an imhandy article to pack, and despatch 
being our object, we were content to put up with some pri- 
vations, in order that, with light-loaded animals, we might 
get to our destination in good time. Mr. Husband got 
from an old trapper in his employ, who spent all his life 
in the region, a way-bill or table of route, as well as he 
could describe it, to Fort Bridger, gi\ing distances and 
land-marks, by which we could be able to distinguish the 
places he thought best for camping. I took a copy for my 
own guidance, and Mr. L s, who was promoted to be 
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eaptain of the waggon-train, vice Kelly packed off, took 
another, starting at noon on May the 29th, to a camping- 
ground eleven miles from the fort. 

We, the packers, were now busily employed making 
pack-sacks of a uniform size; and stowing and adjusting 
them, so that they should be of precisely equal weight, as 
the slightest preponderance would, from the perpetual jolt- 
ing, sway them over despite of the tightest strapping. By 
evening this branch of preparation was concluded, and our 
pack-saddles rigged, with cruppers, breechings, lash-ropes, 
and apichments. Next morning we caught the mules in- 
tended for packing, and with the aid and instruction of an 
experienced hand at the fort, commenced by far the most 
bothersome and temper-testing job we encoimtered yet; for 
as soon as the mules saw the pack-saddles they began shift- 
mg round and back ^ain, so that we could not place them 
on their backs; and when we shortened their tyings to 
keep them still, they set to plunging and kicking, as if 
firmly bent on resistance; even two of them, that were 
hitherto remarkable for their extreme docility, being 
amongst the most violent of the rebels. By putting touches 
on their ears, however — ^not having a nigger to seize them 
in his teeth — ^we got on the pack-saddles, which (as is always 
the case, and constitutes the chief repugnance of the mule 
to the pack) were girthed to such a degree, that you would 
almost think the indentation would cut through the skin, 
the mules humping their backs and swelling out their 
belies to see and burst the ligatures, in which two of them 
succeeded : one, a roan mule, repeating it no less than five 
times. As soon as we succeeded in getting them all secured, 
we turned them loose upon the plain before putting on their 
packs, to let them do their worst; and, certainly, such a 
display of fantastic tricks and capers, such ground and lofty 
tumbling, I never saw either off or on the stage before ; 
they backed, jumped, kicked, and ventriloquised, ^en rolled 
on the ground, and the roan, failing in freeing himself by 
those means, turned round bis head, and actually tore the 
accoutrements off his back like a dog. The others gave in 
after a long bout; but the roan was so totally incorrigible 
we were obliged to take him for a riding animal, transfer- 
ring his pack to the buffalo horse; and even to this 
mitigated compromise it was very difficult to reconcile him. 
at first, such was his abhorrence to the girth. GooqIc 
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. We now got on our paeks, taking lessons in the ccob- 
plioated art of tying them, which, permit me to assini^ yon, 
requires a long head to remember, and a strong hand to 
execute, such are the variety and eccentricity of hitcfamgs 
and twistings, according to the Mexican mode, in wiii<^ 
nation the science of packing ammals ranks amongst the 
learned professions. There was another exhibition of 
capers when the packs were put on, but of a subdued dha- 
racter and short duration; so Hiat we were in our saddles, 
each man leading a nnile, by two o'clock, intending to pro- 
ceed to where our waggons camped the previous ei^reoQig; 
and taking kind leave of Mr. Husband, who reiterated Ins 
lectures and admonitions respecting tiiie Crows, we com- 
menced our journey anew. 

I had not used my horse ^ce the accident till now, so 
he was in fine plight from the rest, has wound being p&r- 
fectly healed by the salve I got from the Sioux chiet All 
things considered, we made a smooth start, moving <m 
slowly but propitiously for two miles or so, when, goii^ 
down a hill, one of the packs worked so far forward the 
mule became restive, and putting down his head, kicked it 
over his shoulder, the saddle turning under his belly, and 
causing bTm to rear and kick until he liberated himse^ 
from all the straps and tyings, which were snapped and 
brc^n in divers places. This made a halt inevitable, and 
by the time everything was stitched, cobbled, and set to 
rights, it was too late to proceed. During siq>per large 
drops of rain forewarned us to look to our packs, for, having 
no tents, oiu* robes and blankets were the only noeans we 
had of protecting them, it being preferable to go without 
sleep, and submit to a good ducking, rather llian have ovr 
biscuits transmuted into lumps of dough, and our other 
provisions and ammunition damaged. It was a cold, trying 
night, and I very much question, if tiie waggons were at 
hs^d, but there would have been other seceders from our 
limited ranks. 

Soon after daylight we hauled the pack-animals dose up 
to a cedar stump, and girthed the saddles, leaving them to 
accommodate themselves to them while we ate our break- 
fast This over, we got on the packs, and after a multi- 
plicity of offers, like childr^i playing finger-cradle, we eame 
upon the li^bi tie at last, moving off under what we con- 
sidered favourable auspices, and soon gained an ekivatQd 
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lidgs of prairies Tihere a new and truly sublime «cene un- 
fcdded iteell The fort— which, like many other objects, 
Midng as iwell as.ianumate, looks best at a diBtanee^-nhad 
quite an imposii^ i^pearance; reposing on the broad plain 
behind, by the side of its sinuous namesake; Laramie's 
peak to the south-west, rearing its cedar-dad sides and 
pointed crest into the clear bhie heavens, standing amidst 
.the black hills like a towering cathedral in a giant city; 
while, to the north-west, the distant Eocky Mountains and 
^le snow-dad summits of the Wind Biver range mingled 
with the douds, giving a scope to the view tbat tried the 
nerves of vision. The country was rolling and verdant in 
the extreme, though the hills, as viewed at a distance, had 
a sombre cast, from the deep green tint of the foliage that 
covered their sides. We were going along in great glee in 
tius'magniBeent solitude, congratulating ourselves on the 
virtues of perseverance in having overcome the troubles and 
annoyances of packing, and although not yet adepts, look- 
ing forward at no long time to be perfect masters of the 
art, when the quietest of the mules, as if in derision of our 
assurance, began, without any apparent cause whatever, 
jumping up sdl fours, and kicking till she burst all the 
girths and straps, canting the packand saddle to the ground, 
with such violence that the latter broke clean off in the 
middle of the tree. 

I felt confoundedly annoyed, and let my temper effer- 
vcBce in>a variety of anathemas against the vdiole mulish 
progeny. It seemed to be a contest who should be the 
last to oflfer a suggestion, but there were no two ways 
about it; we requiiBd four pack-animals, and without an- 
other pack-saddle we could not budge. I therefore turned 
right about and galloped back to the fort, nine miles off, to 
procure one, getting over the ground at such a rate that I 
was back, and had the party again moving precisely two 
hours from, the time of the accident. We took otu: dinners 
on our saddles, and got a refreshing quaff of good water, 
where we. could see, by the fire-rakings, our waggon friends 
hadM^^ent the night before last; we also filled our canteens 
and let the animals fill themsdves, resolved upon travelling 
as long as we had light. 

It was a delightful ride, ascending and descending grassy 
hills, and winding through sweet avenues, shaded with 
cedara of enormous growth, and fragrant with the delicious 
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odours of scented shrubs and blossoming bushes. TowBids 
dusk we cmne mto a broken ravine, where winter floods are 
wont to revel; and, hoping to reach good grass and water 
at the other end, were enticed to proceed, from bend to 
bend, imtil the moon, now at the fidl, lit up our path with 
her chaste silvery radiance. In passing through one of its 
narrow gorges we were startled imexpectedly by the noise 
of sticks snapping under our tread, and as we listened, 
every man silently but instinctively loosened his rifle from 
the loop, anticipating a siuprise, but no Indian made his 
appearance. I believe, in reality, the sounds arose from the 
startling of deer, or some other animals, at our untimely 
intrusion. We emerged on an extensive plain, where, how- 
ever, I found on alighting the herbage so short I thought 
it better to proceed, as it could not prove worse. Ck)nver- 
sation was suspended during the residue of our march, ^ 
as we rode by the side of our cold shadows on the trackless 
plain, far, far away from aid or succour, the admonitions of 
Mr. Husband obtruded themselves upon our nunds, and 
wrapped us in a contemplative reserve, imtil at the bottom 
of a slope, on the south-west, the beams of the moon now 
appeared to be reflected from a sheet of water, which, 
though some distance at right angles with our path, we re- 
solved to camp at, lest in our moonlight rambling we should 
lose our reckoning. 

Next day at dawn we resumed our march, the route being 
over high rounded hills of light calcareous soil, without 
any timber, till noon, when they became bolder and broken, 
and intersected with streams. We travelled a few hours 
by the banks of one brisk rivulet not laid down by name 
in my way-bill, where we were sorely tempted to wait an 
hour, it was so thickly inhabited with fish. Deer were very 
plentiful about, and buffalo, too, were frequently seen in 
very small herds of twos and fours, on which we could 
have easily stolen, from the natm*e of the country; but 
being now with pack-mules, we could not hamper ours^ves 
with an atom beyond our positive requirements. Calcula- 
ting we would continue to meet streams throughout the 
day, we held on our course; imagining, too, that it was 
just possible we might overhaul the waggons before Jiight. 
The hills became steeper and more thickly timbered as we 
advanced, pine being largely interspersed with the cedar; 
but we got seat-sore and our horses jibby, without any 
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prospect of water; and having oome, according to our 
estimate, fiill forty miles, I was unwilling to trespass 
more upon the animals; but the day had been so hot, 
and the evening so close and sultry, there was no doing 
without it. 

We all alighted, leading our horses ; the mules, having 
become reconciled to their new employment, followed, with- 
out leading, poking into every split or crevice, until we 
became so jaded, tibree out of the four voted for a halt; 
but the other gentleman, being better bottomed and more 
sanguine, Jeft us his horse and went on by himself round 
an angle of timber in quest of a pool or brook. He was 
absent some time, and we were indulging in a wayside 
snoose, with the stock browsing around us, when I thought 
a whistle struck upon my tympanum. I hstened a litde, 
and the shrill notes were repeated; so I roused my com- 
panions, who toddled on, seeing our friend, as we rounded 
tiae clump, sitting by the edge of a pool of water. This 
cheered up our flagging spirits, and we hastened forward 
-to cool our cracking palates; the horses, too, espying the 
precious banquet &at glistened before them, trod upon 
. our heels in their anxiety to reach it, while the immannerly 
mules did not wait for tiieir masters, but scampered oflf to 
have the first of the feast. A sad mortification, however, 
awaited us, for the water was a stagnant mineral pool, 
emitting a foetid stench, too strong even for our seasoned 
nerves, or those of the animals, which did nothing more than 
smell to it. 

We were greatly out of sorts at the disappointment: our 
chagrin being increased by the way in which our Mend 
seemed to enjoy it; but as he saw we got sulky and querul- 
ous, he pulled his canteen from behind him, and stopped 
oiu* mouths effectually with a draught of most delicious 
water, pointing to some green willows at the base of the 
hill, where there was a bubbling well of crystal water, of 
which we drank so liberally, although aware that it was im- 
proper, that we lost all relish for supper. It was laughable 
to see the mules (for they could oidy get in one at a time 
between two rocks) nipping the posteriors of him in pos- 
session, until reteliation became stronger than thirst. 
There was a little drawback to our gratification, though, in 
the number of fresh mocassin prints about the place, clearly 
not over a day old, which prevented my firing at a buck 
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Ihat passed quhe close to us, lest Hie r^ort siK)tild bring 
some unbidden guests to supper. We were also eontent 
to forego Hie pleasui^ of a £re on the same aecount, maidng 
our evening's repast on jerked beef and biscuit. 

Next morning we got upon a magnificent alluvial bottom, 
stretching north and south for some miles, witii a broad belt 
of heavy timber winding through it, firom which, as we ap- 
proached, w© heard the sounds of running water: a lovely 
stream, fifty feet wide, coursing covertly within its shade. 
From this we began to ascend a high wooded ridge for 
better than two miles, from the top of which we, saw a thin 
column of smoke issuing through the trees below, exactly 
in the direction of our tmil. As tiiis could only proceed , 
from an Indian encampment, we diverged in a southeriy 
course, under the influence of the axiom that "the better 
part of valour is discretion;" nor had we any obstacles to 
contend with, as there was no brush whatever, and the sod 
was as smooth as the close-mowed beds of a pleasure- 
ground. As we descended into the bosom of the vale, 
nearly on a parallel with the place from which the smoke • 
issued, we could distinctly hear at intervals the swell of 
voices, succeeded a moment after by a wild, prolonged 
whoop, whidi, of course, we set down as the result of th^ 
having descried us through some of the long vistas in the 
timber. Now came the time for testing the disposition of the 
Crows, as I imagined; and while I strove to satisfy myself 
ihey were a chivalrous tribe, misrepresented like the Bioux, 
I could not, by any process of assurance, gain over my 
nerves from a prejudice in favour of Mr. Husband's opinions. 
However, we proceeded as if nothing had occurred, and 
everything being in readiness, there was a positive injunc- 
.tion that no one should attempt to fire until the evil inten- 
tions of the Indians were made manifest. The question was 
asked, " If they were to drive off the animals, how should vre 
act?" The answer was, ** Fire by aU means," as, without 
them, we might as well be on a barren rock in the ocean. 

Hearing no ftother sounds, we made sure they were 
closing upon us stealthily ; stiU we could not discover any 
sign of liieir approach. We were now ascending the oppo- 
site rise, midway up which the timber ceased, and were at 
&st undecided whether we should emei^ from it or not, 
as we would then be without any screen; but the Fabian 
policy not suiting our book, we went steadily ahead, and 
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passed over the crown of the ridge without any interrup- 
tion, which led us to think the shout originated from some 
other cause, and that we were still unobserved: a conjecture 
I believe to be correct, for we lieither saw nor heard any 
symptoms of further Indians during the day. 

The country was broken and exceedingly. undulating: 
sparely covered with timber in the vicinity of streams, in 
whidh, curious enough, not a bird of any description was 
to be seen; nor had the notes of a feathered warbler sa- 
luted our ears since we left Laramie, though we passed 
through groves and dells where one would think they 
would delight to dwell. However, their paucity was coim- 
terbalaiiced by the swarms of crickets and large ants, which 
coiBtbDkued to increase as we penetrated the black hills, 
until the surface became completely covered with them, so 
Ihat yon could not avoid killing several at every st^. They 
kept up a purring sort of noise, and emitted a very disagree- 
able effluvia, and also annoyed our animals exceedingly, for 
some of them that could fly would come bang against a 
mule's or horse's nose, and make him wheel suddenly 
round, to the danger of his rider, or disarrangement of his 
pack. I got a blow from one myself imder lie eye, which 
drew blood slightly, afnd caused a swelling and great dis- 
colouration of file skin. Every hollow we passed throu^ 
was watered with a nice stream of cool, clear water, afford- 
ing good picking along the banks. We travelled to an 
advanced hoiur, expecting to see the waggons in corral 
from every hill we ascended ; but we had to halt for the 
night without any other society than ants and crickets. 
We tried various modes of banishing those disagreeable 
visitors, and had recourse as a last expedient to flring a 
patch of grass on a small knoll, where we purposed resting 
our wearied limbs; but the last ciu'l of smoke had no 
sooner passed away than they again invaded the wasted 
territory, leaving us without any alternative but to lie down 
in the crowd with handkerchiefs over oin: faces, least any 
of them should jiunp down our throats in the dark by mis- 
take. I also tied the legs of my pantalbons at the bot- 
toms, to prevent their playing leapfrog on my shins or 
olsewhere, but remained a long time sleepless, as I felt 
them climbing up the sides of my cheeks and warming 
iheir toes round where the breath exhaled through the 
silk. 
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We arranged an early start, in order to make sure of catdii- 
ing up with our company, and were, accordingly, moving 
at the gray dawn. The country was very hilly for about 
ten miles, and then gradually subsided into large level 
tracts. We crossed in the course of the morning a river» 
which, from the width and depth of its nearly dry bed, must 
be one of very large volume in the wet seasons, though 
there were no mountains npr hills in view calculated to i^d 
such a current, and we nooned rather late at another river, 
broad and rapid, where we foimd a notice nailed to a tree, 
informing us "that our company had ciunped there the 
night before," leaving them the whole morning's travel still 
ahead, which proved they must have been forcing up the 
steam rather strongly, making their daily average over 
twenty-five miles, to show us packers, I suppose, th^t we 
could not so easily outstrip them after all. We began our 
evening's march at a brisk pace, determined to join them, 
but soon got into a sandy district, with tlie travelling very 
deep and distressing, where we met a herd of about a dozen 
bu^o, ploughing down through it at full split, with their 
long tongues hanging and dripping, as if they were after a 
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long chase. It so happened that we would just meet, and 
come in contact, had we and they contmued their course ; 
so we therefore gave way, reining in till they passed close 
by the noses of our horses ; for so determined were they to 
go straight on that they would have rushed over and tram- 
pled on us. It was evident they broke from pursuit, as they 
would not of their own accord go at such a rate; but whe- 
ther it was from a hunting party belonging to the wag- 
gons, or fi^m Indians, we had no means of judging. 

The sand-flat was bounded by a low ridge of the same 
material, where the animals sank to then- bellies at every 
step; but as soon as we got over it we again espied the 
Platte, with a lovely level grass plain betwixt it and the 
sand-ridges, stretching away beyond view, without rush or 
bramble, or a glimpse of the waggons to gladden the sight. 
We now increased our pace to a smart canter, crossing nu- 
merous clear streams, running eagerly to lose their fair name 
in the contaminating flood at our side; and continuing 
at this rate for eight or ten miles, we were disappointed at 
not catching up with the waggons, though, by the look of the 
ordure, they certainly could not have passed more than an 
hour. It was now seven o'clock, and our horses showed 
they had come more than forty miles : my brother packers 
as well betraying tokens of lassitude ; but I coaxed them 
on as far as a clump of cotton-wood trees, about two miles 
ahead, where I promised to stop, whether we overtook the 
others or not; and there we did stop without finding them. 

It was very desirable, no doubt, to get over the journey 
as quickly as possible ; but it was very bad policy to make 
forced marches without any urgent necessity, with fifteen 
hundred miles, the Kocky Mountains and the Sierra Ne-- 
vada, yet to be surmounted. This I strongly felt, though 
no longer responsible, and made up my mind to express it 
the moment I had the opportunity. 

According to oiu* way-bill, and comparing it with our 
computed travel, we could not be far off the next crossing 
of the Platte: the point I now conjectured they strove to 
make, and one, from what I heard of its difficulty and dan- 
ger, I sincerely wished we were all safe over, as its channel 
fliere gets so comparatively narrow, it becomes much too 
deep for fording; while its current is so excessively swift, 
that the passage in a waggon-bed is a matter of extreme risk 
and labour. The SMids about our encampment bore th 



126 ACB088 TH& BOCKT MOUNTJIINS, 

impress of mocassins and bare feet so thickly and so newlj 
made, that the wonder was we could not see any living proo& 
of the Indian neighbouiiiood; and I assuredly should hare 
been much more comfortable to have seen them in propria 
persona than to remain under the impres8k>n that they 
were luridng about us. As we could not by any means 
expect to get clear through their territory unseen, leading 
the errant life they do, I was anxious at once to meet the 
redoubted Crows, and be relieved from further suspense 
whatever might be the consequence. We left the crickets 
and ants on the other side of the sand-hills, but in their 
stead we had gloomy visions of black Crows, more than 
three in number, to haunt our slumbers. 

We tied on^oinr packs and saddled our horses in the 
morning twilight, and soon after commenced our march; 
startling deer and antelope out of every slope, but giving 
them no molestation. About the time ^e sun arose, the 
report of a gun reached our ears, at which I cantered on to 
tl^ rise before us, and there had revealed, to view our fugi- 
tive friends in the act of hitching up. It was just as I ex- 
pected: ^e waggon {mimals had been overdriven, as was 
evidenced by their raw shoulders and sluggish gait. They 
pressed us for an exdbange, to which I acceded in so far as 
the mule ''as would not pack," and anoth^ with a sore 
tail, caused by a bad crupper; ihe raw shoulders being of 
as little moment in packing as the sore tails in harness. 
We travelled on in company to the crossing pointy discuss- 
ing the matter in all its bearings, and arranging the order 
of work; but as I was accustomed to boats and boating all 
my life,.! was obliged to consent to be the Palinurus of the 
occasion, steering the light waggon-bed, for which we had a 
capital set of paddles, knowing that the necessity for using 
them would frequently arise. However, to our great reli^ 
and joy, we found at the crossing a body of Mormons, 
strongly intrenched in a heavy timber paUsading, for their 
own protection and the security of their animals, as they 
informed us they had been attacked by the* Crows en route; 
and as they beat them off, their numbers being then small, 
they apprehended an attack from a larger body. Not very 
consolatory tidings for us packers, but we swallowed them 
without a question, and held our peace. 

The Mormons, always on the look-out for gain as well 
^ glory— or salvation, more properly speaking — travelled 
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all the. way from Salt Lake, over four hundred miles, to 
estahlish a ferry, antimpating a large overlaiid emigmtion, 
and knowmg there was no other point of passing, they had 
finished two dug-out canoes since they came, on which, they 
constructed a lai^e platform, capable of carrying a loaded 
waggon in safety. This^ structure they worked with three 
large oars, one at each side, and one as a rudder, getting over 
smoothly enough, but at a terrible slant, which gave them 
hard labour in again working up against the stream, even 
with the assistance of two yoke of oxen pulling on the bank 
as on a canal. We got all our waggons, packs, luggc^e, 
haiciess, &c. over without any accident or intem^>tion, but 
not so our animals; those we drove up a quarter of a mile, 
to give them space enough to work to the other shore at 
the proper landing, wh^re alone they could get out as they 
readied, the bank; and I have no doubt they would have 
gone over as they did on former occasions, by driving them 
in, but a young man, named Masters, took it into hig head» 
contraiy to the general remonstrance, to ride the bell-mare^ 
getting on very well for two-thirds of the way, to where the 
channel, of the river can' with a seething sweep along the 
opposite shore. 

Here the mare^ instinctively dreading the danger, turned 
round as she felt the influence of the current, and nearly 
all the mules being close upon her haunches, were carried, 
by their own impetus and that of the flood, right against 
her, rolling her and her rider under the water, and passing 
clean over. It was some moments after they passed when 
the mare again appeared, but she came to the sm£ace with- 
out a rider, swimming languidly, unable to stem the stream, 
and pulling up her head violently at times, as if the bridle 
got, foul of something below. We ran down the banks on 
each side, hoping to get a glimpse of poor Masters ; not 
that we expected, after such a lapse of time, we could rescue 
him alive, but we were desirous to pay him the poor tribute 
of a rude bindal. The mare at length gained the other 
shore, fully a mile below the point at which the waggons 
landed, but instead of struggling up to dry land, she stood 
with her head drooped, looking so exhausted she seemed 
unable to move. Two of the men went down to wher^ she 
was, and finding a weight attached to the bridle, they pulled 
at it, bringing to the surface one of poor Masters's arms, 
who had^e rein firmly clutched in his hand in his death- 
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grasp, which was the cause of the bad landmg made by 
ihe mare, and of the tuggmg and chucking with her head 
that we remarked after her submersion. We had no wood 
to make a coffin, so we wrapped the body in a blanket, and 
lowered it into a deep grave, marking the spot with a stump 
of a cotton-wood tree, on which we carved his name and 
the manner of his death. 

I did not feel disposed to recommence travelling that 
evening, nor would we, if there had been any grass about; 
but it was drifting sand all around, leaving us no other alter- 
native but going on about five miles to where the Mormons 
said we should find good camping, as they stopped there 
at good grass and water, on their way across. They re- 
quested payment of the ferryage in coffee and flour, allow- 
ing us a price that left a profit of two hundred per cent 
and gave us a fresh way-bill up to the point where the Salt 
Lake trail diverges in a more southerly direction from the 
one we were to follow. Having a great desire to visit the 
new settlement of the Latter-Day Saints, as they deUght 
in styling themselves, I made several inquiries respecting 
the difference of distances and comparison of routes, should 
we take it into our heads to change our minds and go that 
way; but I saw there was an evident reluctance to impart 
any encouraging information, as if they disliked the idea 
of our passing through their capital. I could not then 
divine the reason; but this very coyness only served to in- 
crease my anxiety, as interdict is always sure to beget 
desire, since the season of the memorable apple down 
to the days of Bluebeard, and thence to the present gener- 
ation. 

The waggons, from the very deep sand and high hills 
were constrained to make a wide circuit; but with the 
pack-mules we took an Indian foot trail along the river in a 
direct line : the banks becoming high and precipitous as we 
proceeded, and the path continuing to run close by the edge. 
After a few miles progress we commenced ascendirig the 
hip of lofty sandstone bluffs in single file, as the trail would 
not admit of more. It woimd up the heights impending over 
the river at such easy gradients that we scarcely perceived 
our elevation, until we came to a sharp angle, where it sud- 
denly narrowed, and the side of the hill became perfectly 
upright, with the river foaming at its base. My horse 
stopped short with a snort and a shudder that first made 
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me feel the imminence of the danger; there was barely 
space for him to stand, as he leant inwards, crushing my 
Imee and shoulder against the face of the rock. I looked 
cautiously round to see if there was any chance of retracing 
our stfeps, but immediately saw there was none, not even 
room for a goat to turn round ; while the horsemen and 
pack-animals were all in a string, quite close together, 
pressing against one another in consequence of my stop. I 
felt my head queer, and would have dismoimted iJf I could, 
but this was impracticable. While wavering from nervous- 
ness in this awM situation, my horse got a smart nip be- 
hind from an impatient mule, that made him wince ; and 
what with the squealing and noise in the rear, I knew they 
were biting and crowding each other, of which I had soon 
further proofs by their shoving bodily forward my trembling 
M^; so, seeing there was nothing for it but to advance, I 
gently urged him, giving him full rein, when, with stooped 
head and distended eyes, he shuffled forward a little; lean- 
ing aside so much that he lacerated my knee very badly; till 
coming to a place where the path shelved so quickly out- 
wards as to render the limited footing fearfully hazardous, 
he propped out his fore-legs, as if resolutely bent on going- 
no further; but there was no time for a second's reflection, 
when the mules came bump against him, with an impetus 
that sent him sliding along. 

I now yielded myself to fate, expecting the next instant 
would consign me to eternity; and was so completely robbed 
of consciousness I did not observe how the pass was got 
over. "When I was able to draw a full breath I saw we had 
attained our greatest eminence, and though we had a little 
more room for descending, it was so steep that the only 
mode of getting down was by gliding on the breech. This 
was fine ftm for the mules, who are perfectly at home in 
such places, and actually seemed to enjoy the terror of the 
horses, as I have seen boys ridicule the apprehensions of 
their more timid companions; for when mine would essay 
a cautious slide, the imp behind would cast himself off with 
such reckless abandonment, as to come on the top of us in a 
few yards, his fore-feet on my shoulders, and indulging in a 
jocular pinch at every pause. As we descended, however, 
both man and horse got re-assured, and I felt myself per- 
fectly at ease, when my horse, to make up for a long arrear 
of joking and nipping, sent out his heels with a whizz that 
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put an end to the game for the present. It was a tryii^ 
half hour, and I do not think I could be bribed by all the 
gold the mules could carry to ride over the same track 
agam. 

We came to the camp-groxmd and had our food cooked 
before the waggons came up. Bemg here on a considerar 
ble emmence, with a strong cool breeze blowing, we were 
not much troubled with musquitoes, but there was a sand- 
tick, like a small beetle, that crawled all' over us, finally 
fixing on delicate places, where they stuck themselves into 
the skin with a tenacity that tested the strength of the 
finger-nails in dislodging them. There was nothing of the 
Epicurean about them either, for they did not e^dubit a 
partiality or preference for any one sample of blood oygc 
another, each individual being fully favoured with their 
patronage. Our skins looked as if we had spent the night 
imder soot-drops ; but the worst of it was^ tliey got estab* 
lished in legions in the buffalo robes, fi-om which, there 
was no combing them. I often heard the old saying quoted, 
that " Poverty makes us acquainted with strange bedfd- 
lows;" but if I have any finger in the next edition of the 
Book of Proverbs, I would substitute '* Travelling" for " Po- 
verty," and maintain I would be fiilly warranted for the 
liberty with antiquity. 

From the length of our daily journeys since we left 
Laramie, we thought it but fair play to the animals to give 
them a day of comparative ease, by travelling slowly v^kh 
the waggons; so next morning we permitted them to start 
two hours before us. The country in this region is hilly, 
broken, and sandy, covered with artemesia (wild sag^ 
which we here met for the first time. There were lots of 
antelope, and when we overtook the waggons we found 
they had shot two. It was very late ere we reached a place 
to enjoy oin: mid-day rest; and half-blinded though we 
were with the drifting sand, we discovered in many places 
numerous horse-tracks coming from the opposite direction, 
which we knew must be Indians, as we met no travellers: 
the party, as we surmised, from whom the Mormons ap- 
prehended the attack; and I am almost ashamed to admit 
we were selfish and unamiable enough to felicitate ourselves 
on the supposition that they were travelling evidently in a 
different course fi-om us. 

About three o'clock we came to a brackish stream, flow* 
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ing through' a level barren tract, surrounded by high hills, 
and covered with a thick plumage of artemesia. Halting 
here, we gave the waggons another start; but just as we 
were in fiie act of mounting, after tying on our packs, a 
body of Crow Indians came down upon us at a sharp 
gallop. The moment we perceived ^em, with one im- 
pulse every rifle was levelled against them, but I forbade 
the puUing of a trigger without orders. They as instantly 
pulled up short, seeming to converse with one another. 
There was one squaw amongst them, with a great head- 
dress of feather, and as well as we could count, thirty-seven 
men, all nobly moimted. After a short conversation they 
came forward at a slow walk, making pacific signals of all 
sorts. My comrades, I must do them the justice to say, 
were averse to allowing them to come amongst us, and 
wished to fire; but bearing in mind how agreeably I was 
undeceived by the Sioux, I over-persuaded them to permit 
Hie Crows to approach. 

I mounted my horse in the front, while the chief and 
two others advanced, one on each side and one right before 
me ; he held out his hand, and as I returned the civility, 
dropping my rifle on the horn of my saddle, and poising 
it witii my left hand, he seized it with a firm grasp, the 
fellow on the opposite side clutching the rifle ; but as both 
our hands were moist from perspiration, I succeeded in 
freeing myself, and pulled my revolver from my belt; my 
left side opponent, at the same time laying the muzzle of 
an old carbine on my cheek, which providentially missed 
fire, while the savage in front seized hold of the bridle- 
rein; but the horse, excited by the bustle, reared from the 
restai^int, and pawing out violently, struck him a severe 
blow, that unhorsed and disabled him. Mean time, as I 
wheeled round I saw the remainder of the band scuffling 
witli my comrades, and others vainly endeavouring to drive 
oflF the mules from the horses; at length, as one of our 
pMiy got a gash from a tomahawk, and our peril became 

pressing, Mr. D-^ e discharged a pistol, breaking the jaw 

of a savage, who set up a wild howl, and followed it up by 
firing another barrel, that took effect in the withers of an 
Indian horse, and sent him and his rider off in fuU retreat, 
followed closely by five or six others; the remainder paus- 
ing to calculate the chances, were decided in their course 
hy a joint discharge, which sealed the dQ^jqgt^of^g^jiftd 



132 A0BO88 THE BOCKT MOUKTAIMS, 

caused the others to fly. Those who ran first now turned, 

and fired three guns, one of which grazed S. M*Q ^n on 

the cheek; but fi:t)m the extraordmary whizzing of their 
contents, I think they must have been loaded with stones^ 
that did not present a smooth syrface to the atmosphere. 
In return for this we discharged two rifles, that brought 
another fellow down, and carried fiirther dismay amongst 
them, if we were to judge by the rapidity of their flight Of 
course we did not attempt pursuit; we had quite enough 
to do to get our mules together and re-arrange our packs, 
several of which were thrown off and scattered in the melse, 
and our accoutrements so smashed and tattered, it was a 
question if we could manage to bring all along, so as to 
rejoin the waggon, for we apprehended a night attack, in 
which we could have no earthly chance by ourselves. 

While endeavouring to patch up, we saw our enemies 
watching us from the heights, which hurried our eflbrts at 
dispatch, for fear they should come down upon us with a 
reinforcement; but it was a long hour before we could 
manage to start, and then at so slow and cautious a pace, 
lest our temporary fixings should give way, that I felt we 
could not come up with the waggons by sun-down. Knowing 
we were dogged, and could only escape by a rtiaey when 
night came on we made a feint of camping, and lit a large 
fire, as if we intended settling for the night; but as soon 
as it became dark we buckled up again, and set forwards 
calculating on a good start, as we knew they would wait 
imtil they thought we would be locked in sleep. It was 
provokingly dark, one of us being obliged to walk to pick 
out the trail; and to add to our hazard and vexation, thfe 
mules now and then uttered a bray, expressive of their 
astonishment at our imusual proceedings, which we thought 
rendered our detection inevitable. At length, after three 
hours' groping in the dark, they set up a simultaneous 
braying, as if the foe was in the midst of them, but, to our 
great relief, it elicited a congenial response not far off, that 
gave token of our proximity to the waggon-camp. The 
noise and bustle of our arrival aroused all Sie men, who, in 
their great anxiety to hear all pai-ticulars, kept us up until 
the gray streak along the horizon foretold the approach of 
day. 

On overhauling our trappings in the morning, we found 
them in such a sorry state it would have been madness to 
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iMnk of proceeding without a thorough repair; and in talk- 
ing the matter dispassionately over again, we all agreed, as 
a ftinny fellow remarked, " that the Crows gave us caws for 
coinciding in Mr. Husband's opinion at last;" so we entered 
into a new arrangemMit : one of us going to each waggon or 
mess, and taking our animals to strengthen the teams, 
leaving six to the waggon (save one), and from the strength 
of our troop of animals, and their spirits and condition, we 
fdt sanguine about making a speedy trip of it. 

The day's journey was through a scorched-looking coun- 
try, covered with volcanic debris, very thickly strewn in 
places, and the water, everywhere we met it, so strongly 
impregnated at one time with salt, at another with sulphur 
and alkali, that it was wholly unfit for use. The sun was 
very hot, and we were correspondingly thirsty, when we 
came to a beautifully pellucid pond, from which issued a 
laughing, gurgling stream, that caused us all to hurry for- 
ward to bathe our shrivelled lips in its cool liquid; but 
alas ! we found it an arrant cheat, so thoroughly briny as 
to be altogether undrinkable : even the mules would not 
condescend to sip it; they, however, bathed themselves 
well in it by lying down, and seemed much refreshed by 
the operation. 

The conical peaks of the Wind River range of snowy 
mountains were very visible this evening, as well as the in- 
dentation on the summit of the Rocky Mountains, which 
has got the name of the South Pass. We passed several 
^mall lakes, which presented a very strange appearance to 
the untravelled eye, looking like large fields of frosted snow, 
but were thick incrustations of carbonate of soda, caused 
by the evaporation of the mineral waters. It looked so 
beautifully pure, and tasted so well, we threw out all our 
chemical compounds, and supplied ourselves liberally with 
superior saleratus from this great natural laboratory, which 
we found made better bread than what we were in the habit 
of using. Soon after leaving them, we struck the Sweet- 
water: a river of considerable magnitude, which we heard 
abounded with fish ; but I cannot confirm the character by 
our experience, for we did not get as much as a solitary 
nibble, though we tried hard. Our camp this evening was 
at the base of Independence Rock, as the trappers call it, 
which stands close by the river, on a stoneless plain, iso- 
lated and immense; and although one would suppose ' 
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must be the result of some angry whim of nature, th^re is 
no trace of convulsion about its smooth fece or lev^ bed to 
warrant the conclusion. 

The Sweetwater is altogether a misnomer, being decidedly 
Mtter, and carrying so much alkali in solution as to be de- 
structive to fish. Five or six miles beyond oiu' eamp it 
canons* through a perpendicular fissure, called Devil's 
Gate, where it rushes wifli great noise and velocity through 
its pent-up channel, along which there is no margin what- 
soever: the rocks rising on each side about three himdred 
feet high. We crossed the river ere we came tiaus &r, 
where it spreads out on a shallow gravelly bed, enabling us 
to ford it without difficulty. At the Devil's Gate we left 
the river, proceeding over a fertile level prairie, wh^ewe 
shot oiu' last buffalo, and were near losing a horse (not our 
buffalo horse) into the bargain; he got gored up the thigh, 
very narrowly escaping having the wound in the fiank, 
where it woidd have been fatal. Althou^ rising and de- 
scending for several weeks over hills and rising ground, it 
was evident the balance was largely in favour of ascent, but 
from Independence Eock the upward incline was almost 
invariable, and much of the ground deep heavy sand, which 
made our progress very slow indeed. 

At noon we met the Sweetwater again, and were very 
much puzzled whether to cross and proceed up a narrow 
defile, where there were some traces of a trail, or keep on 
the side we were; at length we decided on remaming on 
the southern side, and fagged along till we came to a wil- 
lowy dip of land, where we got grass and water. Before 
we halted we saw through the glass some Indians crouched 
on the brow of a hill that lay to the left hand of our coiurse, 
and as we got into a hollow that hid us temporarily irom. 
their view, six horsemen galloped roimd to outflank them. 
I kept my eye on them through the glass as we again came 
in sight, but they did not appear to suspect anything at 
the moment; very shortly, however, thirteen or fourteen of 
them jinnped up and disappeared, at the next instant re- 
appearing on horseback. Plunging down the steep hill- 
side before us, we galloped at them, raising a tremendous 
shout, that was taken up and echoed by our fiiends in the 
rear, so that the poor devils fancied themselves done for. 

• Canon signifies a gorgj^.^^^ ^^ Google 
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They rode like furies: jumping through the thick bushes of 
artemesia; but although we could readily have shot some 
of them, we had no idea of harming them, merely getting 
up the affair as a little pastime to keep the men's spirits 
ftom stagnating. They dropped two fine robes, a black 
bear-skin, some bows and arrows, and a couple of things 
that I think, from the way in which they fit the head, were 
intended for war-masks. 

We had this evening our first fire of artemesia, which 
throws out great heat, but is too quick for comfort. It is 
a Grange but benign provision of Providence, without which 
it would be a matter of extreme difficulty, if not entire im- 
pbssibility, to cross the plains, that as the buffialo-chip 
becomes scarce the artemesia increases in abimdance, and 
affords the unsheltered traveller a fire to cook his food, 
when no other fiiel is within his reach hpon the desert 
sands. I suppose it is the prevalence of this shrub that 
stops the buffado; for you cease to meet a single indication 
of its presence within the region where it prevails; their 
range in those latitudes being confined to the eastward of 
the Bocky Moimtains : the o;ily game that inhabits those 
vast and dreary wastes being the wary antelope. 
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Next day we got out of the deep sandy district into a light 
sandstone soU, covered with a short close herb«^e, the 
comitry very rolling, and some of the ascents veiy long Jbut 
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excessively steep. There was no timber at all within view, 
nor any feature nor object that lent a common interest to the 
view, so far as scenery was concerned; but in the course of 
the morning we saw innumerable horse-prints and coimt- 
less lodge-pole trails directly in our route, and travelling in 
the same direction. Those we knew were the marks of a 
tribe of Indians, travelling with all their household goods 
to settle in a new location. 'The marks were new, and 
from our comparative rates of travelling, we imagined ihey 
would gain considerably on us, a circumstance which, from 
their apparent numbers, would afford us infinite satisietc- 
tion. We were in expectation, too, that they might diveige 
and leave our course free. 

We struck the Sweetwater again, rather early for stoj- 
ping, but as the feed was abundant, and we did not knov 
how soon we should meet water again if we went on, w« 
remained on its banks for the night, and damaged a gooc 
deal of our provisions in getting over it, as it proved much 
deeper than we expected. There was no fiiel except ar- 
temesia, of which we made our fragrant fires; but it was 
& perfume we were soon destined to get tired of and dis- 
gusted with. The sand-ticks were here in great force, and 
soon fastened an acquaintance on u$ ; there were also im- 
mense numbers of small lizards flitting about, from which, 
however, we experienced no annoyance, as they are timid 
reptiles, and avoid the neighboinrhood of man. 

Although the days were oppressively warm, we had 
severe frosts at night, and even within our tents the hair 
on the edges of our robes were quite white. In the morn- 
ings, at dawn, the brilliant sun, sparkling on the hoar 
drapery of the distant Wind River range, had a fine effect; 
but the inhospitable aspect of the dreary wastes of sage 
And sand, almost incapable of supporting aught else than 
insects and reptiles, cast a saddening gloom over the spirits. 

The South Pass was now clearly distinguishable, widely 
differing from the pass we pictured in our glowing fancies. 
The name of the Rocky Mountains and tiiie South Pass 
engendered a chain of mental associations that conjured up 
ideas of stupendous crags and beetling cliffs, on the peaked 
summits of which the fleecy clouds perpetually nestled on 
spotless beds of everlasting snow, and narrow chinks and 
darkened chasms, through which the trembling traveller 
hm-ried, fearing to pause and contemplate the sublime 
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creations of nature, lest the dripping crags should close and 
shut him into eternity. How widely different was the rea- 
lity: a range of rounded mountains, without cone or peak, 
with a sloping gap some thirty miles wide, was approached 
so gradually, that only for the temperature at night, you 
could scarcely conceive you were on the summit of one of 
the ranges which in our geographical lessons we were wont 
to consider one of the great marvels of creation. 

We had the horse-tracks and lodge-pole trails still ahead 
of us on our path, making, no doubt, for the pass too. The 
country was much the same as yesterday, but the "indecent 
8«in" kept "baking, broiling, burning on," though we were 
near seven thousand feet above the heads of our numerous 
acquaintances and distant relations. We made no noon 
.stop, having had no temptation; nor, from appearances 
. around, was there any prospect of better evening's fare. 
So I sent (for be it known to you I was re-instated in my 
command) to examine the country, and find a good camping- 
ground, even were it out of our line, for it was impossible 
our animals could work unless their stamina was kept up 
by nutriment. About four o'clock we saw them i^tuming 
on the trail we were travelling, but could distinguish by 
their gait and an* that " our course did not run smooth." 
They found water: that is, they saw it at a distance firom 
them; and they also found, that is, they saw at a distance 
from them, beside the stream, an immense Indian encamp 
ment, surrounded with a multitude of horses; so large that 
they questioned the prudence of proceeding. It was rather 
a difficult card to play, so I called a temporary halt to 
canvass opinion, and prepare, if necessary, for the encounter, 
for we were still in the country of the Crows : the Rocky 
Mountains being the boundary of their dominions to the 
westward. It was admitted that water should be had at all 
risks or hazards; but the lie of the country forbade the 
hope of finding it in any other direction; and, moreover, 
as our party had been unavoidably seen by the Indians, it 
was quite as well to go on and risk a conflict where they 
were as elsewhere, for they would assuredly follow us if 
bent on mischief. The preponderance of those considera- 
tions being in favour of going straight on, we made no 
further delay: looking to our arms and ammunition as we 
adveuiced. An hour's march brought us within view of the 
encampment, which coyered thirty acres: the hill-sides for 
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more than ^ee miles arowid being aetually aliye with 
horses and ponies. 

As we descend«d the slope towards the riyer I kept^a 
sharp look-out through the glass, to see if they were pre- 
paring any hostile demonstration, but I discerned none: not 
even as much as a curious group striving to gaze at the 
equipments of the pale-f6M5es. I thought I cotdd perceive 
an object like a waggon in the middle of their camp; how- 
ever, the improbability of such a circumstance made me 
place it to other accounts. We now got so close that all 
their motions could be seen distinctly with the naked eye; 
yet they did not appear to take the slightest notice, or be- 
stow any attention on us. Some were squatted, with their 
psqpooses playing about them, and others were moving 
about lonongst tihe wig-wams and horses. Our waggons 
came along as close as ti^ey could travel, with the horsemen 
close up too; but as the trail leading to the ford and from 
it penetrated the very centre of the encampment, I deter- 
mined on pitching our tents on our own side, though the 
£eei was very indifferent, thinking, if they did not attack, 
they might move off early in the morning and leave the 
road open ; besides, it would be easier to guard our animals. 
However, as we were drawing up into corral, a white man, 
habited in civilised costume, approached, riding over the 
stream, shouting loudly but unintelligibly, which caused 
me to go down to ascertain his meaning; when, after salu- 
ting me politely, he introduced himself as M. Yasquez, of 
Fort Bridger. 

He told me we had better cross into the good pasture, as 
there was no danger to be apprehended, for though still in 
the Crow country, the tribe on the other side were the 
Shoshonee or Snake Indians, a most peaceable, well-dis- 
posed people, who int^raiarry largely with the Crows ; and 
that this party were now on tiieir way to their own country, 
after wintering amidst their connexions. I did not there- 
fore hesitate, and M. Vasquez had a good site ffxed on for 
our camp when we got over, vouching we might dispense 
with watching while amongst them, as they made it a point 
of honour never to outrage hospitality by theft or dutra^. 
They are a fine race of amiable men, good-looking, and of 
tail stature; but their women are not nearly equal to the 
Sioux; yet there are, notwithstanding, more white tn^[)pers 
and half-castes married amongst them than any otbN! .tribe 
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in North Ameriea : probably owing to their peaceable habits 
and mild disposition. They have abundance of fine horses, 
and are good judges of horse-flesh, daring riderp, and regu- 
lar jockeys in driving a bargain. We had several offers of 
trade in the course of the evening, but confined our business 
to mocassins, of which they had a good supply, and better 
made than any we had got. Seeing that our predilection 
lay that way, all the squaws went to work, and made a stock 
over night that would serve a regiment. 

A lot of us spent the evening in M. Vasquez's quarters, 
who gave us minute details of the route to Fort Bridger, 
for by his advice we took that line to Salt Lake in prefe- 
rence to the Fort Hall, or northern route. He is a French- 
man: the partner of Mr. Bridger in the fort, or trading- 
post, which they established many years since, making a 
large fortune in bartering their baubles for skins and valu- 
able furs. And now that they have achieved the object of 
tl^ir enterprise, they have contracted such a Uking for life 
in the wilderness as to banish all desire of enjoying the 
luxuries their wealth would procure them ; contented and 
happy in the society of their unlettered neighbours, whose 
Mendship and .affections they possess. M. Vasquez met 
them here by accident, for he came on a speculation with a 
number of horses, hoping to find good customers in the 
emigrants, who he foresaw would stand in need of re- 
cruiting their teams after one thousand miles' travel, and I 
have no doubt he made a good thing of it. We exchanged 
three of our most crippled nags, giving boot, which he was 
anxious to get in flour and coffee, but these we could not 
spare. He congratulated us on getting through the Crows 
unscathed, even with our full number, but designated it 
sheer madness to have attempted it only foiu* strong. The 
United States government have made him a proposition to 
purchase the fort as a military station, to keep those savages 
in check, and I should think it will result in a bargain, as 
the Indians here can barely now get enough of skins for 
covering, much less for barter. 

Next morning our cortege was an imposing one, for the 
Snakes packed up and accompanied us with their horses, 
and dogs drawing their lodg^-pole vehicles; their squaws 
shmg round willi papooses, and the men mounted on 
their chargers, without any encumbrance but th^ weapons. 
They i^qpeared quite proud of our company, and gave us 
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seyeral proofs of their skill as marksmen and their surpass- 
ing horsemanship. As we went along, a young chief, who 
had been practising with my rifle, succeeded so well that 
he became quite enamoured of It, offering everything he 
possessed in exchange. However, I was disinclined to part 
with it, until tempted by two superb horses that were worth 
a rack-full of rifles. All Indians prefer the flint to the per- 
eussion-lock, for they can readily get flint that will answer 
the one, while the other may be perfectly useless from their 
inability to prociu-e caps. 

Our road was almost up-hill all day, but never so very 
steep as to require double teaming, nor so rough as to 
■convey a notion of the Rocky Mountains. We got into the 
mouth of the pass early in the afternoon, which, as I have 
abready described it, is a wide, smooth slope, with scarcely 
a rock or stone on its surface. In some of the dips having 
& northern exposure, there were some faint vestiges of 
winter that another week would entirely obliterate; but 
•digging to the depth of a few feet in wet spots, we came to 
a flag of ice as firm as a rock, which I think remains un- 
thawed from season to season. After getting fiiirly on the 
top level of the Pass, the trail is level for better than a 
mile, when it yields with a gentle inclination to the Pacific 
springs : the first water that holds a westward course towards 
the great ocean they are called after. Here, with one 
accord, we halted, to gaze for the last time on the eastern 
hills and valleys of the Atlantic slope. I strained my eyes 
looking abstractedly towards the eastern horizon for the 
spires and steeples of Sligo, and the familiar faces of my 
old acquaintances; and as they all appeared on the camera 
obscura of my imaguiation, I felt a pleasurable sadness that 
for the instant wholly absorbed me; but I was soon brought 
to " a sense of my situation " by three lusty cheers, given 
as a sort of adieu to our friends laefore descending into the 
valley of the Pacific : an ebullition of kindhness and good 
feeling which I trust they duly appreciated. 

We camped close to the springs on good pasture enough, 
with a few of the elite of the Snakes, the great bulk having 
gone on with all the camp equipage, diverging at a sharp 
angle in a northerly course. I gave the young chief a share 
of my couch, if only for the honour of being able to be- 
quea&i the proud boast, and leave it as " an heirloom in 
my family," that I slept with a royal bedfellow, descended 
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from an ancient line of potentates, who, ruling by the code 
of nature, never have their dynasty disturbed by innovation 
or revolution. According to M. Yasquez we were here 
Ihree hundred and twenty-five miles from Laramie, making 
our entire distance from Independence one thousand and 
twenty-five miles ; rather a formidable stretch to look back 
upon as having been compassed without roads or bridges, 
over mountains, rivers, and swamps; and as I reflected on 
the temper I remember often to have evinced during the 
rapid change of horses in a fast mail, or the short stop to 
water a locomotive, I inquired whether I could be the 
same individual who contentedly plodded beside the lazy 
wheels of a ponderous waggon for a period of sixty days. 
I would not have returned over the same track for any in- 
ducement; but the thousand miles in advance, Hke most 
mysteries or unseen wonders, were endowed with specula- 
tive charms conferring cheerful elasticity to the resolution,, 
which made me regard them with curiosity rather than 
awe, notwithstanding the many disappointments the anti- 
cipative senses had already experienced. 

We had a very severe frost in the night, which caused me 
to lie close to my august companion, and in the morning 
everything was locked in icy manacles. The Snakes did 
not appear to mind it, though oiu* fingers were so numb 
with the cold we could hardly prepare breakfast. Some of 
our men, who had been complaining for a day or two, were 
now fairly knocked under with the mountain fever; not a 
very dangerous malady, but in its way fiilly as racking and 
prostrating as sea-sickness. Two of them were so ill they 
could not sit on horseback, so we made beds for them irk 
the waggons. Though our trail lay over sandy wastes, 
dotted with artemesia, it was baked into a firm cake, and 
being slightly inclining downwards, made the draught light 
and easy. Our Snake friends, having travelled witii us ten 
Or twelve miles, took their leave, dashing off in the direc- 
tion their companions went the evening before. Soon 
after, a little more to the westward, we saw, as we thought,, 
the effects of mirage : a parcel of detached elevated buttes,. 
of fanciful configuration, standing in towering grandeur,, 
in the centre of a calm lake ; and far away to Ihe south- 
east, a tall conical bluff, also perfectly isolated, up- 
raising its mitred head to the clouds. This and Ihe 
buttes turned out to be real, the lake alone b6ing imagi^ 
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nary; the glazed surface of the waste naturally assuming 
that semblance. 

We passed over several deep dry ravines, through which 
the water floods take their course, and could see by their 
sides, where they were abruptly washed away, that there 
was no admixture of clay in the barren soil of the moun- 
tains ; for at the depth of twenly feet it was still fine packed 
sand. A few antelope were observed scampering amongst 
the artemesia, but we did not go in pursuit of them, camp- 
ing at a whey-coloured stream, called«Little Sandy: a con- 
fluent of Green Kiver, which receives the virgin tribute of 
the Pacific springs. Near this is said to be a trail leading 
to Fort Hall, called, by trappers, Sublett's Cut-oflf, the dis- 
covery being attributed to a mountaineer of that name. 
The pasture was scant, confined to tufts of btmch grass of 
a coarse and sapless character. I was somewhat discon- 
certed at finding a straggling band of musquitoes at this 
altitude ; but the cold must have taken the venom out of 
their sting, for we suffered no torment from them beyond 
the blowing of their tiny horns ; as to the sand-ticks, like 
many other nuisances, we learned to become indifferent to 
them, further than dislodging them fi'om their strongholds 
in the mornings. 

We nooned next day at Big Sandy, a largish river, run- 
ning between very high and steep sandbanks, Mnged in 
places with willow; it is also a tributary of Green River. 
Our route to it was an unvarying one of wild sage and 
sand: a disagreeable substitute for the rich brown heaHi 
and flowering heather which clothes our own mountain 
sides, and adorns them with its deHcate bells of most 
beauteorts floral organisation. I never met any heath in 
my rambles, nor, from inquiries, do I believe it exists on 
the American continent. M. Vasquez said we would find 
a good camping stream between Big Sandy and Green 
River, but we travelled on till near midnight without'- hap- 
pening to find it: pulling up, after a long and fatiguing 
day's journey, on a bald hill side, without water or grass. 
However, as djay broke we saw below us, at a distance of 
about two miles, a large river, which we knew must be 
Green River: the head water of the Rio Colorado, or Red 
River of the West, which pursues its unexplored course 
through the great basin, emptying into the northern end 
of the Gulf of California. We were soon in motion to in* 
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demnify ottrselves for a snpperless night by a plentifdl 
breakfast. But I must not omit mentioning rather a lu- 
dicrous incident that occurred last night in the dark, when 
Mr. D— q — e, to quiet the pinchings of hunger, thrust his 
hand into the jericed-meat sack for a piece of dried beef, 
and pulled out what appeared to him a good junk. After 
gnawing and tugging at it for a long time without getting 
any toothsome bits, he brought it to the light in my tent 
to cut into strips better adapted for mastication, when, to 
his great dismay, h^ found that he had been tearing and 
chewing one of the old sweaty mocassins I purchased from 
the filthy Pawnee, that, by some means or other, found its 
way amongst the meat: I strongly suspect by the agency 
of some mischievous wag, who did not think proper to re- 
veal himself in the face of Mr. D — q— e's foaming ven- 
geance, which was of a very threatening character, and 
alarmingly aggravated by the universal laughter that fol- 
lowed the discovery. It was a standing joke afterwards, 
Mid no one ever ventured to taste jerked beef from thence- 
forward after sunset save by the light of a lamp. 



CHAPTER XII. 



The Ferryhig of Green Rirer — The Mode and DMRcalty — The Hard Wtork gweib 
our InvaHd list — ^Dangeroos Symptoms — EffeoCs of the Moontain Fever — Ex- 
tnrne Heat — Bad Roads and Fatigne of Animals — Black's Fork of Green River 
— Scenevj of the 'VHldemess — Fort Bridger — Purchase a Small BeeC^lir. 
Bridger's Eindness — Sage-Hens — The Little Muddjr — Waggon Accident — Visit 
from a small Party of Snakes — The Love of their Horses — Shaking Swamp— 
Another Waggon Accident — Bad River Crossing — Drown a Mule^^^Crowd of 
Hills — Primitive Bridge — Fine Country — Shoot two Antelopes — Our Old Tor- 
mentors^-New Discovery — Slaughter of Rattlesnakes — Midnight Indian Visit — 
Get into the Region of Snow — Slide down into a Narrow Vall^ — C^eat Anttei- 
pationB of the Mormon City — Thunder-etorm — Exdthig Bear Hunt — Fright of 
the Animals — Distant View of the Mountains of the Salt Lake Valley — Romantic 
Scenery — Reflections — "The Jumping-off Place" — Unprecedented Descent — 
Comparison of the Dangers of a Fox Chase with such Driving — Description of 
the Mormon Canon — Mormon Lime-burners. 

We had at Green River one of the longest and most try- 
ing jobs of the entire journey, there being no ferry, and the 
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ford being altogether impracticable from the height of the 
waters, which, rushed past with tremendous velocity, while 
the river was over two hundred and fifty yards wide. In 
talking over the best and safest mode of crossing, some 
were in favour of a raft, others agreeing with me that it 
was only to be accomplished in a xjaulked waggon-bed; 
however, to prevent jealousy and grumbling, I allowed 
each section to take their own plan ; and, unloading and 
dismounting my waggon, commenced caulking it with 
strips of calico and ends of lamp-wic]^, melting pitch and 
resin over the seams; paddles we had, and made a long 
steering oar from the limb of a cotton-wood tree which 
the others had cut down for their raft. We were ready for 
sea by dinner-time, and launched our bark, making her 
fast till we dispatched that meal; however, notwithstanding 
all our pains, she made a good deal of water, which we 
strove to deal with by stowing below the articles that suf- 
fered least damage from wet, and, taking in only a moderate 
cargo for the first, we cast off with two stout fellows at the 
paddles, and myself at the helm. But before we got pro- 
perly at work, we were whirled round and round in the 
curling eddies, and hurried down with fearful rapidity. 
Still we continued to make a gradual offing as well as a 
great deal of water, and touched the opposite shore a long 
way down, in a waterlogged state. After unloading, we 
had a long and tough pull up stream, to a bend which we 
selected as our port of departure, homeward-bound, and 
made rather a better landing than the other, but still very 
low down, involving another trying pull up. But as the 
paddling, discharging, and pulling up were too much for 
the ferrymen, instead of a cargo I made the next trip with 
four hands for that duty on tiie other side. It took six 
trips to get over the contents of my waggon, together with 
the harness, wheels, hoimds, axles, poles, and couplings, 
by which time we were completely knocked up, and ^e 
day spent; so, leaving the four men beyond in charge, we 
devoted the remainder of the evening to testing the raft, 
which, after a straining struggle in launching, had scarcely 
sufficient buoyancy to float itself, not to mention the utter 
impossibility of either guiding or tugging it up against the 
stream. However, as it cost such trouble, we resolved on 
making it subservient to some use, by lashing on it the 
wheels of the other three waggons, which of themselves had 
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some floating properties, and could take no harm by being 
submerged. Next morning we started with it, in tow of 
the waggon-bed, the first trip ; and I kept paying out a long 
line, when the stream was so heavy as to interfere with our 
progress, until I reached near shore, when I cast the ba- 
lance of the coil to the men on the bank, who brought it 
up with great difficulty. It took sixteen other trips to get 
over the remainder of the loading and the rest of the com- 
pany; and as there were only five men who could make 
even an attempt at paddling, the work fell very heavy on 
them. 

Two of them were on the sick list before night, and a 
third (myself) felt very unwell. We got over the animals 
without acciaent, though five were swept down at least a 
mile; it occupied us till night remomiting our waggons 
and repacking them. The following morning the two sick 
men were in high fever, and having no person amongst us 
who had even a smattering of medicine (perhaps a fortu- 
nate circumstance), I became very uneasy; bleeding was 
strongly urged, but I had recourse alone to low diet and 
cooling aperients, which produced so good an effect, that 
within three days they were convalescent; the men who 
were first attacked with mountain fever being now also 
able to sit on horseback, to make room for others who 
caught it. We travelled along the river for eight miles, 
when the trail diverged through the bluffs, and continued 
through a most sterile country all day, more barren and 
desolate than auy we had yet entered. I felt very ill in- 
deed, keeping upright on my horse with the greatest diffi- 
culty; suffering fi-om headache, pains and weakness of the 
loins, together with general languor and total loss of 
appetite, being frequently obliged to dismount and stretch 
a few moments on the ground to ease my back : all this 
under a blazing sun was not very agreeable. However, I 
had to bear it, as there was a sick man already in each 
waggon, and another would increase the load too much ; 
for travelling as we were now in soft, deep sand, where an 
empty waggon was almost enough for a team, the middle 
of the day became so insufferably hot, that even the hardy 
Mexican mules, habituated to a sultry cUmate, began to 
flag, and the saddle-horses positively to reel from weakness. 
I therefore called a halt for a few hours in an artemesian 
scrub, where there was not a blade of grass ; but even if 
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there had been, the animals could not eat, they seemed to 
suflfer so from fatigue and heat. Best and shade were what 
they most wanted, and in a very short time after they were 
turned loose, they were nearly all lying down amongst the 
bushes, getting up lazily and reluctantly when we set about 
starting two hours subsequently. 

We kept ploughing on through sage and sand all the 
afternoon, imtil we reached what M. Vasquez laid down as 
Black's Fork of Green Biver, where we gathered some 
withered branches of artemesia for cooking supper, which 
very few seemed disposed to eat, all attributing fiieir nausea 
and sickness to the exhalations of the ever-present sage. 
I had the same idea myself, though I never heard of such 
consequences being attributed to it. We flushed this 
evening some large birds near our camp, which Mr. Bridger 
afterwards told us were sage-hens : very fleshy and palatable 
to those not labouring under the prejudices we were. The 
coimtry from Black's Fork to Fort Bridger is much of a 
piece with that of yesterday as to barrenness; but what 
with sandstone blufls and buttes of fantastic conflguration, 
the scenery was a little more diversified ; in some places 
they rose quite perpendicularly, streaked with various 
shades and hues at the several strata. One very conspicu- 
ous butt, of immense proportions, stood apart from the 
rest, towering aloft like the dome of some mighty temple, 
which I felt a great inclination to visit, but I was so lan- 
guid I had not energy to do so, as it lay some miles aside 
from our path. We encamped to-night again without water, 
a privation peculiarly irksome to those afected with fever, 
whose parched palates and shrivelled lips betokened their 
sufferings; the sucking of a piece of Imen rag soaked in 
vinegar being the only relief we could give them. 

We reached the plion on which Fort Bridger stands early 
next day, and as we emerged from the atmosphere of arte- 
mesia and got good water, together with the luxury of a 
little milk for the invalids, we aU felt a change for the 
better before evening, and were able to partake of a little 
supper. I cannot imagine how the term fort came to be 
applied to those trading stations, for they have no one point 
of resemblance to such a structure: Fort Bridger being 
even more completely destitute than the others of any 
such feature. It is simply composed of a few log huts, 
closely huddled together, without as much as a loop-hole 
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to discharge a musket through. In one of those Mr. 
Bridger lives with his Indian wife. M. Vasquez's family 
occupied another, a third was a store, and the fourth con- 
tained a good forge and a rude carpenter's shop. We 
stopped a day to rest, because of the beneficial effects the 
air seemed to have on the ailing men, and to make amends 
to the animals on the good pasture for the poor fare they 
had got since we left Green River. Mr., Bridger permitted 
us the use of his workshops to make some little repairs; 
our waggons required to have the tires cut and tightened; 
but it was too much of a job in the absence of a regular 
mechanic, so we postponed it until we got to Salt Lake. 

We purchased a small fat beef for twenty dollars, being 
very much in want of fresh meat now that we were so long 
out of the buffalo range, and enjoyed the luxury of some 
regular roast joints, having been given the use of the kitchen. 
Mr. Bridger, though not forty years of age, has had more 
experience as a mountaineer than any other dweller amongst 
tibem, as he not only traded with the Indians at the fort, 
but, taking a pleasure himself in the sport of trapping, 
was in the habit of leaving his partner as the home ma- 
nager, and spending a great deal of his time in roaming 
through the fastnesses of the wilderness, by which means 
he became intimate with every practicable route or locality 
Ihat could be mentioned. He was excessively kind and 
patient with me in laying down the route to Salt Lake, 
taking the trouble, for my information and guidance, of 
drawing a chart with charcoal, on the door, of the country 
through which we were to travel, pointing out a new line 
that had never yet been attempted, which would be a short 
cut of thirty miles; but as we were travelling by waggons, 
he did not think it advisable we should run the risk of 
going over a wholly unbeaten track, though, he said, it 
might be safely undertaken with pack-mules. He estima- 
ted the distance from the South Pass to Fort Bridger, in 
round numbers, at one hundred and thirty miles, which 
made us one thousand one hundred and fifty-five from In- 
dependence. 

We left Fort Bridger early in the morning of the third 
day after oar arrival, wonderfully recruited and recovered, 
and the aninfals as well, with a fresh stock of pluck and 
vigour. The hills immediately bounding the plain are 
thickly covered with fine cedar; the rich, deep-gre^njfpli^e 
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of which had a pleasmg mfluence on the eye. Winding 
through its groves we gained the top, fix)m which the land 
stretched away, without a dip or incUnation, as if the plain 
helow was an excavation rather than the sweep of an im- 
dulation. We soon again got into the regions of sage, 
which I helieve, from the force of imagination, caused some 
of the convalescents to relapse. One of the party shot a brace 
of sage-hens, which are as large as the ptarmigan of the 
Highlands of Scotland, resembling it precisely in appear- 
ance, save only the plumage, which is not nearly so light. 
Though not in season I should say, they were in fine con- 
dition, but tasted too strongly of the sage to be much 
relished imder our present impressions, which left to the 
few who were uninfluenced by them an ample feast, to 
which they did as ample justice. 

We deferred our nooning beyond the usual hour, seeing 
indications of a valley ahead, where we hoped to strike a 
stream, called the Little Muddy, in the neighbourhood of 
which Mr. Bridger said we would find good grass. The 
descent was very steep, strewed over with loose round 
stones, which coming in contact with the locked wheels, 
often swayed roimd the waggons, to the imminent risk of 
their overturning. The plain below was richly covered 
with fine succulent grasses and beautiful flowers; large 
sycamores and cotton-wood trees standing in irregular 
rows along the river, which is most appropriately chris- 
tened, its sludgy bed being composed of adhesive eartiii. 
We snapped two sets of traces in getting the waggons over. 
We did not travel long up it, but crossed a bluff at right 
angles, precisely corresponding with the one we so lately 
descended, where we had an accident that disabled for the 
present a span of our best mules; one of the waggons, 
meeting a round stone on the pinch of a deep ascent, 
checked the team so badly that they gave way, and once 
getting a downward impulse, it could not stop until it came 
f^ainst the lead-mules of the waggon next in order, knock* 
ing them down, and hinling tliem so badly that I at first 
thought they could not be brought on; but mules are tough, 
and so they limped on in the loose crowd, and in a few days 
were as brisk as bees again. 

We had a visit at our camp this evening from a small 
party of Snakes, who brought some antelope meat for trade, 
and led along a couple of screws on which the crows (I 
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don't mean the Crow Indians) had a mortgage, and sened 
notice of foreclosure. We got the meat for a little powder, 
but declined entering into any negotiation for their used-up 
horses. One of them was riding a superb milk-white ani- 
mal, with flowing mane and tail, the beau-ideal of a field- 
marshal's charger; but as I walked round admiring him, 
with the intention of making an offer, he, divining my in- 
tention, shook his head, laughed, and galloped away, lest 
I might tempt him to part with his noble favourite : stoop- 
ing over his crest, and affectionately patting him on the neck 
with an attachment similar to that recorded of the Bedouin 
Arabs. 

Soon after starting next morning we came to a swampy 
bottom that could not be crossed by a man with snow-shoes, 
niuch less a loaded waggon; but as the trail went directly 
over it, and the craggy hiUs did not admit of any other exit, 
we set to work cutting brush and wattles, strewing them 
thickly on the surface to prevent the wheels cutting in. It 
answered admirably in this respect; but the small, narrow 
hoofs of the mules frequently slipped through, causing such 
excessive trouble and delay in extricating them that we 
hauled the three last over by hand for a distance of half a 
mile, which took a quantity of brush that would make a 
pile as large as the Coliseum. We then ascended with 
vast toil, propping the wheels every ten yards, travelling 
along an elevated ridge ; a good distance from which we 
went down by a sudden slant, where even the footing of the 
mules was very insecure, so we adopted the precaution ^of 
having four men on the upper side holding ropes made fast 
to the top of each waggon, to haul on if they threatened to 
overbalance ; but notwithstanding this, one of them took a 
sudden lurch, aijd pulling the men off their balance, it went 
down the hill with a crash, smashing the bows, scattering 
the load, throwing down the mules, and breaking the har- 
ness in several places. It looked an irreparable wreck at 
first, but when all the fractin-es came to be examined there 
were none of such a very serious nature as to cause aban- 
donment. All hands immediately commenced splicing and 
patching, and in an hour had it again in a sort of travelling 
trim. 

We next got into a narrow but fertile valley, hemmed in 
with hills, thorough which Bear River flows : a belt of timber 

with a thick copse of blossoming shrubs, and bedsj)f bud- 

^ ^ o 
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ding wild geramum marking its course. The banks wei« 
low and level on each side of it, but Ae current was very 
rapid, and the bottom composed of large round loose stcmes, 
which were slippery, and turned under the tread. The 
depth of water rendered it necessary to prop up the wi^- 
gon-beds; and to prevent the lead mules from swerving 
with the stream, we attached a long rope to the cheeks of 
their bridles, and passed it over with a horseman. Here, 
again, we had another vexatious accident on the crossing 
of the first waggon : the off-side mule in the middle span 
Mling, and getting so tanked in the harness and trampled 
on by the others, that she could not recover herself, and 
was drowned before we could render any assistance, which 
was difficult in the extreme, having a surging current up to 
the armpits. I got a severe bruise in extricating the dead 
mule, which made me lame for three weeks afterwards. It 
was impossible to get in a fresh mule, but we feistened a 
stout rope to the end of the pole, passing it out betwixt the 
leaders to the men on the bank, with whose assistance we 
got over the rest of the way. Adopting the same plan wkh 
Sie other waggons, we kept up a lively motion that coun- 
teracted the effects of the flood, and enabled us to get them 
over with comparative dispatch. 

We travelled along the river for a few miles, and then 
passed through a deep defile into a brambly hollow, where 
the trail was almost entirely blinded and ovei^own, but we 
tore our way through directly for a turn of the opposite 
rise, aroimd which it was more plainly discernible. This 
brought us into a group of hills, ascending and descending 
at perilous gradients, with barely fifty yards at a time of 
level pulling. They were verdant and grassy ; and although 
we did* not see any animals about, they looked as if they 
had been fed over and cropped, the tips of the blades not 
being in the state that nature left them. After three hours' 
tossing amongst those groimd-swells, we came into an open 
alluvial valley, springy with thick herbage, like a Turkey 
carpet, and piebald from the beds of flowers and the wild 
flax, with its soft blue blossom. There was no going beyond 
this, so we unhitched alongside a narrow river, running 
slowly between high banks, which, on sounding, proved 
eight feet deep. While supper was preparing, the handiest 
of the party undertook to amend the hurried cobUing of 
the morning, and I went to search for a shallow place iot 
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getting over. I did hit -upon shoaler water than that at the 
camp, but still too deep to cross without soaking everything 
in the waggons, prop them up as we might. In this dilemma, 
I thought the safest and most judicious plan would be to 
pass iSie articles over by hand, and float the waggons 
across ; and as a means of doing so, cut down two cotton- 
wood trees, and dragged them with a team of mules to a 
narrow, favourable spot, stretching them beside each other 
from bank to bank. 

On this rude bridge we commenced at daylight carrying 
over; and working with a will, as the sailors term it, had 
the waggcms across and reloaded while a person with a 
hesitation in his speech would be uttering the all-familiar 
mane of Mr. John Kobinson, more generally called Jack 
fey a presuming public. We had a lovely forenoon's drive 
over a magnificent coimtry, swelling in graceful undulations, 
and robed in the most gorgeous gamitm*e of nature, with 
herbage so close and deep in some places as to offer con- 
siderable obstruction to progress. In the course of the 
day we shot two antelopes in prime order, their thighs 
shaking in masses of flesh like the cheeks of the fat boy in 
"Pickwick." At a seasonable hour in the evening we en- 
tered a pleasing green valley, circumscribed in breadth, but 
seemingly extending some miles, with cedar-clad hills on 
eaob. side, and a deep stream winding through it with the 
smuosity of a snake, from side to side, leaving no margin 
to get round, so that we were compelled to cross it at every 
bend. After doing so five times within an hour, once with 
great trouble, we lit our fires for the night, and had a sump- 
tuous feast on antelope steak ; the savoiury odours of which, 
I suppose, brought a legion of our old tormentors about 
our ears, and they certainly made up for their absence by 
the vigour of their attacks. It was positively maddening: 
even "die animals were moaning in agony under the inflic- 
tion, rubbing up against each other, and scratching their 
jaws again0t their knees. I took some of the fat from the 
intestines of the antelopes, and smeared my neck, face, and 
bands all over, which gave me a respite — an example that 
was quickly followed by the others with equally good effects. 
Under this unctuous veil we got sleep for some time, until 
the extremities of the prominent features became dried up 
by heat and drainage, when they were instantly invaded 
by a sanguinary host. I awoke iu extreis§, Jpj^tgrgKWvi 
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found the heights along my nose, my chin, and cheek-bones 
in possession of the enemy, who were also intrenched be- 
hind my eyebrows ; but I dislodged them by a coup-de-mainy 
and threw up another curtain of grease tiiat secured me 
from further annoyance till morning. The place abounded 
with rattlesnakes, also, of which we killed three in the 
evening, and five more in the morning, when catching 
up the animals. 

The entire length of the valley, though not over five 
miles, occupied us till past noon, for we had to cross the 
stream no less than fifteen times in that distance ; and as 
we got down towards the end it became very troublesome 
indeed, putting us to the trouble of cutting tracks on each 
side for the going in and out, which, from fiie height of the 
banks and tiie narrowness of the stream, required to be 
carried back with a long slant, to guard against accidents. 
After crossing it the last time, we got into a dense willow 
scrub, through which it was very difficult to pass even on 
horseback, and at the mouth the valley became contracted 
betwixt a pair of great sandstone jaws, formed by lofty 
rugged cliffs, barely leaving room, with the nicest pUotage, 
for getting out between their base and the river edge. We 
now began to ascend a chain of hills that abutted against 
a very high mountain range covered with snow, over which 
our route lay, which we ascended slowly in serpentine 
mazes, till we came to a small lake of clear, well-tasted 
water, with good grass, around which we took up our 
lodgings for the night, but were here again obliged to have 
recourse to the grease, or else abandon our position to the 
musquitoes; the snakes were so exceedingly niunerous that 
none of us felt inclined to sleep ; even the men on guard 
were nervous, lest in trampling on them in the dark they 
should get bitten. 

We were near having human blood shed during the 
night; for as the second watch came in to be relieved, they 
found six Indians sitting round the embers of the fire, and 
would have shot at them, only that they were in a range 
with the tents. The noise of the altercation awoke us ail. 
They were given to understand that they Ittn a great risk 
by coming after dark, and were warned never again to ven- 
ture near a pale-face camp in the night. But tliey seemed 
provokingly indifferent, appearing not the least concerned 
at their situation; for the more we sought to impress them 
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with a sense of their danger, " the more they kept never 
mindih' us." I am satisfi^ they made trial of this experi- 
ment to ascertain then* chance in a predatory visit after- 
wards, though they had the pretext of a few tmtanned 
antelope skins for trade, which was only a cover. Though 
unwilling to harbour any bad opinion of the Snakes, I be- 
lieve they were of that tribe from the neighbourhood we 
were then in. We detained them till morning, and got 
them to travel with us for a few hours, endeavouring to get 
information from them respecting the easiest passes through 
ihe mountain peaks we were ascending. 

The trail was admirably chosen, and turned up the steep- 
est ascent with an easy inclination that would have done 
credit to the most able civil engineer. The firm surface, 
too, without being so very smooth as to render footing un- 
certain, presented no obstacle whatever to the wheels, so that 
we got on capitally, reaching the summit of the snow ridges 
by four o'clock. From this we descended to a long spur 
jutting out in a westerly direction, and went along its edge 
or back for three or four miles, without any feeUng of in- 
seciuity ; for its sides, though steep, were thickly timbered, 
shutting out the terrors of the view. From tiiis we de- 
scended almost on a slide for near two miles into a walled- 
in valley, where tlie sun can never shine except at noon, so 
narrow is its compass and so steep are its sides. We found 
plenty of cedar stumps and branches that were washed 
down by the floods for our fires, and meadows of grass for 
the animals, with fine water to boot; so that we rested from 
our day's travel in high spmts, and chatted in mirthful 
anticipation of the fine times we would have in the city of 
the Mormons, which we hoped to reach the day after next, 
feasting on vegetables, milk, butter, and cheese, and 
charmed with the music of the ladies' sweet voices. 

During the night we had a very severe thunder-storm, 
which for a while I thought was going to annihilate us, as 
a vivid flash of lightning would shoot forth, pointing out 
where we were all ensconced, and then a peal of thunder 
would come rumbling down the pent-up glen, as if it would 
crush us imder its wheels. It was very grand, I admit, 
but I always preferred reading of those sublune phenomena 
to looking on at the affiair; for, although we had several 
very imposing reviews of celestial artillery since we set out, 
I some way or other succeeded in persuading myself that 
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they were only firing blank cartridge, until the present oc- 
casion. However, we all provideniially escaped, witli the 
exception of a spent ball that scored one of our mules 
along the thigh. 

About dawn of day the guard, attracted by a noise 
amongst some cedars in our rear, caused by heavy tramp 
ling and cracking of branches, ran down, supposing them 
to be piying Indians ; but Hie sound ceased as they came 
abreast of it, when one of thenl ventured into the scrub to 
see what it was, and sung out, with all the strength of his 
lungs, " A bear! a bear!" which soon brought us all to his 
side. We could not see him clearly in the gray light, but 
firom the noise now and then we knew exactly where he 
was ; so some went below, others above, and more into the 
open space, and kept closing up, the heights at his back 
being too steep to ascend. As we narrowed our circle, 
expecting to have him hemmed in in the centre, we saw 
the gentleman climbing, hand-over-hand, up amongst the 
stumps and brambles ^at grew from the side; but three 
or four shots, simultaneously fired at him, made him drop 
down, not in one fall, but in a rapid succession of descents 
from branch to branch; and thinking he was woimded, we 
spread oturselves out a little lest he should attack any one 
too close to him. As soon as he got fairly down he looked 
fiercely aroimd him for an instant, some blood being ap- 
parent on his right shoulder, and then charged deter- 
minedly up the glen, soon making a gap for his retreat, in 
which he was sheltered fi'om aim ty the trees and under- 
brush. We all gave chase and tongue, creating such a 
tunmlt in this lonely place as was never heard there since 
the flood, which caused him to break cover for greater 
facilities of escape, running up the green lea where the ani- 
mals were grazing, which, as soon as they saw him, snorted, 
brayed, and neighed, and, as he approached, took to their 
heels, looking wildly over their shoulders every few yards 
as they galloped off before him ; which prevented our firing, 
and our further pursuit as well, for in running down our 
game we might Ipse our animals. This was provoking 
enough, but ludicrous wi&al, as you would have said if you 
were looking on. Shortly after we desisted Bruin again 
took into the scrub; and though the horses and mules 
abated their pace, and some stopped altogether, they k^pt 
looking round with uplifted heads at any little noise, meJc- 
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ing a fresh burst for a short distance. We had some 
trouble in getting up to and beyond them, and a great deal 
in getting them back, as every now aud then they would 
draw up in a bunch, until they came opposite the spot 
where the bear disappeared, when they set off with jfrantic 
speed as far as the waggons, wheeling and caracoUing for 
a quarter of an hour without stopping. 

We travelled through the twists and sinuosities of the 
glen for six or seven miles, and at length reached an ex- 
pansive hollow, that in Ireland would go by the name of 
"punch-bowl;" but the one in question bore about the same 
proportion to the Milesian utensil as the Continent does to 
the island. The hills aroimd it were both high and steep, 
and tried the mettle of the mules to the utmost, for they 
could not proceed over ten yards without a rest: two men 
being in readiness to block up the wheels, and two more to 
jump on the front spokes. By this intermitting process 
we got to the top after an hour and a half's hard tugging, / 
where we took a good breathing spell. About twenty-five 
miles in front, running nearly north and south, lay a long 
range of snow-covered mountains of unusual configuration, 
terminating in sharp edges and pointed peaks, which gave 
one the idea of minarets and spires, their sides being 
covered with large timber close up to the verge of the snowy 
hoods that covered their heads. The space between Hiem 
and us was made up of red clay hills, that ran up also into 
sharp points and edges, timbered the whole way to the top, 
and in some instances capped with snow. It was a scene 
of great grandeur and romantic sublimity, that tinged the 
admiration with a reverential awe, and led away contem- 
plation fr'om mundane reflections to a chastened, wor^pftil 
reverie on the glory and omnipotence of God. 

I knew our trail intersected the mountains in a westerly 
course; still I could not see any split or opening in Hieir 
sides lliat looked like a pass or an indentation along the 
ridge that had a practicable look; so I was obhged to leave 
the solution of the difficulty for the present, in accordance 
with the maxim in such cases, having besides (Juite enough 
to engage my undivided thought and attention; for we 
came to a brow, called by a wag "the jumping-off place," 
where parachutes might be brought into requisition: the 
drop being so quick and so long that it appeared an xmder- 
takmg of hopeless impossibility to get down in thej)rdinary 
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way. Locking could produce only a trivial effect on such 
a declivity, where the flat waggon-beds, taken off the wheels 
altogether, would run down in a slide. I therefore sug- 
gested the propriety of unloading and dismounting them; 
but one teamster, the man who met with the accident 
in Ash Hollow, volunteered to try it, if all hands assisted 
with ropes — assistance which, of course, was unanimously 
tendered ; and he got into the saddle, with only the wheel- 
span, with a coolness and deliberation that only few men 
could muster in such circumstances. I was fearful, but 
kept my thoughts to myself, lest he should be daunted in 
the slightest where he required all nerve and self-possession. 
Talk of the dangers of a fox-chase and the perils of steeple- 
chasing — of which I have a tolerably accurate idea, having 
been in and out of the saddle in both pursuits — ^but they 
fade in my mind into utter insignificance in comparison 
with those encountered by teamsters in such descents, with 
the mules sliding on their breechings, the diiver's head 
right up in the waggon, which the stumble of an animal, 
the breaking of a rope or lock-chain, would precipitate upon 
him with fatal effect. What one successfully tried, anotiier 
was game for; so, aft^r luckily getting the first to the 
bottom, a second was prepared to run the hazard also; and 
the third, and the fourth, all providentially succeeded in 
landing in safety, without the slightest accident of any sort 
The vale or glen was precisely the shape of a V, densely 
wooded: the trail lying along the bottom, which was rugged, 
from being torn up by the torrents at times, and at every 
hundred yards or so presented a barrier in a ponderous 
trunk or branch lying across it, necessitating us to proceed 
slowly and with the greatest caution, all spare hands going 
in advance as pioneers, to endeavom* to smooth the way as 
much as possible. There was danger in every revolution 
of a wheel, and I fully made up my mind to a break-down 
before we got through. There were many more trying 
ascents and descents throughout the day, but the princip^ 
detention arose in rather an open place, where the seepage 
and drainage made a swamp that could only be crossed by 
making an artificial railway, called in the States a corduroy 
road; so we had to cut down some couple of score of slight 
pine, laying them closely together, and covering them with 
branches and brush; by which means we managed to get 
over in fear and trembling. Towards evening, as we 
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thought of camping, some smoke was observed ahead, 
which we concluded issued from an Indian encampment ; 
'but on coming up we found it was caused by a party of 
Mormons engaged in burning lime : a scarce and dear ar- 
ticle, it seems, in their city. 
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I SHALL not soon forget the emotions which possessed me 
on seeing, so unexpectedly, the faces of strange white men, 
and they also seemed overcome by feelings of agreeable 
astonishment as we hastened towards each other with out- 
stretched hands, greeting one another like old acquaint- 
ances. They were habited in buckskin suits, and had a 
weather-beaten look, that showed they were familiar with 
exposure. It was a long time before we could convince 
Aem we came from the States that year; they thought we 
must have wintered at Laramie, and come on in the spring ; 
but, amongst other means of assurance, an Independence 
paper, dated April 7th, removed their scepticism, while* it 
augmented their surprise at our having accomplished so 
long and arduous a journey so early in the season. We 
gave them all the late news, and, what was still more ac- 
ceptable, a bowl of good coffee, which was then not to be 
had at Salt Lake ; for which we got in return good news 
as to the wealth of Cahfomia, and most agreeable intelli- 
gence touching the abundance of vegetables, butter, cheese, 
meat, &c. in the settlement. We spent a right joUy nigh 
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round the fire of the kihi, having, in honour of the occa- 
sion, the first jorum of regular hrandy-punch we had tasted 
since our start. The Mormons were in great spirits, and 
gave us lines and tokens of introduction to their friends 
and families in the city, which they said would infeure us 
attention aud hospitality. 

We were still twelve miles from the mouth of the canon, 
as they call it; but the road was considerably better than 
that we had already passed, as the Mormons come thus far 
for their timber and lime, and for their own convenience 
made it more travelable. Our reception was the more 
cordial from our being mostly all foreigners, and not ob- 
noxious to the prejudice they naturally entertain against 
Americans, who destroyed their first city, and banished 
them to this remote location. They expected to have many 
of their little wants supplied from our waggons, for which 
they were prepared eitiier to give a liberal trade in any 
article they possessed, or a high price in gold dust, with 
which they were all well supplied. 

After starting next morning we met iave ox-waggons and 
a party of Mormons coming from the city for timber, who 
were likewise astonished at our expedition, and evinced 
great anxiety to learn what we carried, as they conceived 
we came solely on a trading speculation, it was so much 
out of the direct line to California. We gave them some 
tobacco, of which they said they were in great need : a 
civility they reciprocated by giving us an introduction to 
some relatives of theirs who had just returned from Oali- 
fomia by the north end of Salt Lake, and would give us all 
particulars about the mines, and the nature of the new route 
first discovered by them from Salt Lake Valley to that coun- 
try, which alone was practicable for waggons. The drive 
through the remainder of the canon was, as I have said, 
comparatively easy and smooth, but far from agreeable. 
Within about a mile of the mouth it opened into a bosom, 
and then again contracted into a gullet, narrow, steep, and 
impending, through which we emerged again into the world 
of clear daylight and fresh air: the Valley of the Great Ss^t 
Lake opening out before us as if we came through the 
portals of a gate. 

Here again I was doomed to great disappointment; for, 
instead of a charming valley, beautifully diversified with 
wood and water, there was a bald, level plain, extending 
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over to the base of the Utah range on the other side, with- 
out bush or bramble to cast a shade from the scorching 
rays of a flaming sun that blazed with twofold intensity, 
iddected by the lofty ranges by which the plain is bounded. 
Some miles to the noi-th lay the Great Salt Lake, glistening 
in radiance like a sheet of crystals, in strange contrast with 
the dark and sombre Utah range that stretches along its 
western shores. At first the city was not visible, but on 
passing over a piece of table-land, the new capital of the 
Mormons became revealed : not, I must admit, with any 
veiy striking effect, for it was too yoiuig as yet to boast the 
stately ornaments of spire and dome which first attract the 
eye of the anxious traveller.' We saw from here, with great 
distinctness, the plan of the place, which had nothing novel 
or peculiar about it; being laid out in very wide regular 
streets, radiating from a large space in the centre, where 
there ap'^dared the basement and tall scaffolding-poles of 
an immense building in progress of erection. The houses 
were hx apart, each being allotted an area for garden and 
endosnre, which caused it to cover a very large space of 
ground. 

We were soon discovered coming down the slope, and as 
we ent^ed the precincts of the town the inhabitants came 
to the front of their houses, but showed no d^>osition to 
open an acquaintance account, apparent believing us to 
be an exclusively American caravan. So soon, however, 
as they were undeceived, they came about us in great num- 
bers, inquiring what we had to dispose of. They were neatly 
and well dad, their children tidy, the rosy ^ow of health 
and robustness mantling on the cheeks of all, while the 
softer tints of female loveliness prevailed to a d^ree that 
goes hx to prove those "Latter-Day Saints" have very cor- 
rect notions of angehc perfectability. We politely dechned 
several courteous offers of gratuitous lodging, selecting our 
quarters in a luxuriant meadow at the north end of the 
city. Before we had our tents well pitched we had loads 
of presents : butter, milk, small cheeses, eggs, and vege- 
tables, which we received reluctantly, not having any equi- 
valent returns to make, except in money, which they alto- 
geHier declined; in fact, the only things we had in su- 
perabundance were preserved apples and peaches, a portion 
of which we presented to one of the elders, who gave a 
delightfrd party in the evening, at which all our ioVk were 
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present. We found a very large and joyous throng as- 
sembled; the house turned inside out to make more room 
on the occasion, with gaiety, imembarrassed by ceremony, 
animating the whole ; making me almost fancy I was spend- 
ing the evening amongst the crowded haunts of the old 
world, instead of a sequestered valley lying between the 
Utah and Timpanago mountains. After tea was served — 

There were the sounds of dancing feet 
Mioglhig with tones <^ music sweet ; 

or, as Dermot MacFig would say — 

We shoolc a loose toe, 
While he humoured the bow; 

keeping it up to a late hour, perfectly enraptured with the 
Mormon ladies and Mormon hospitality. 

I was not aware, before, that polygamy was sanctioned 
by their creed, beyond a species of etherial Matonism 
which accords to its especial saints chosen partners, called 
** spiritual wives;" but I now found that these, contrary to 
one's ordinary notions of spiritualism, give birth to che- 
rubs and unfledged angels. When our party arrived we 
were introduced to a staid, matronly- looking lady as 
Mrs. ; and as we proceeded up the room, to a bloom- 
ing young creature, a fitting mother for a celestial progeny, 

as ihe o3ier Mrs. , without any worldly or spiritual 

distinction whatsoever. At first, I thought it a miscon- 
ception, but inquiry confirmed the fact of there being two 
mistresses in the same establishment, both with terrestrial 
habits and duties to perform, which I found afterwards to 
be the case in other instances, where the parties could lay 
no claim to any particular saintliness. 

On Saturday morning we had a very early levee at our 
tents, with fresh milk, butter, fowls, and eggs, and a light 
v\raggon in attendance, with a side of beef, a carcase of mut- 
ton and one of veal, all of superior quality; the latter ar- 
ticles for sale commercially, but certainly on most mode* 
rate terms, the prime joints not averaging over one penny 
per pound. The other matters we were forced to accept, 
and gave to the donors what we could afford of coffee, 
sugar, and tobacco, which were not to be had in the city 
for the last two months. In addition to those timely 
presents, we got all our washing done in the very best 
style of art. After breakfast we went out returning visits, 
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and were most graciously redfeived in every quarter. 
The houses are small, principally of brick, built up only as 
temponyy abodes, until the more urgent and important 
matters of enclosure and cultivation are attended to; but I 
never saw anything to surpass the ingenuity of arrange- ' 
ment 'with which tibiey are fitted up, and the scrupulous 
cleanliness with which they are kept. There were trades- 
men and artizans of all descriptions, but no regular stores, 
or workshops, except forges. Still, from the tireing of a 
waggon to the mendmg of a watch, there was no difficulty 
experienced in getting it done as cheaply and as well put out 
of hand as in any other city in America. Notwithstanding 
the oppressive temperature, they were all hard at work at 
their trades, and abroad in the fields weeding, moulding, 
and irrigating; and it certainly speaks volumes for their 
energy and industry to see the quantity of land they have 
fenced in, and the breadth under cultivation, considering 
the very short time since they have founded the settlement 
in 1847. There was ample promise of an abundant har- 
vest, in magnificent crops of wheat, maize, potatoes, and 
every description of garden vegetable, all of which require 
irrigation, as there is little or no rain in this region; a 
♦Salt Lake shower being estimated at a drop to each inha- 
bitant. They have numerous herds of the finest cattle, 
droves of excellent sheep, with horses and mules enough 
and to spare, but very few pigs; persons having them 
being obliged to keep tiiem chained, as the fences are not 
close enough to prevent their damaging the crops.. How- 
ever, they have legions of superior poultry, so that they live 
in the most plentifiil manner possible. We exchanged and 
purchased some mules and horses on very favourable terms, 
knowing we would stand in need of strong teams in cross- 
ing the Sierra Nevada. 

On Sunday morning early we went to the hot springs, a 
mile beyond the town, where the authorities were erecting 
a handsome and commodious building, and had a glorious 
bath, in sulphur water, at a temperature just as high as 
could be comfortably endured; drinking, too, of the stream 
as it gushed from the hill-side in a thick volmne, being told 
it possessed certain medicinal properties of which we all 
stood in need. The Mormons make a boast of their good 
health, and attribute it to bathing in those springs : many 
that I met declaring they came to the valley perfect crip- 
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pies, and were restdred to *their health and agility by fi*- 
quenting them. 

After bathmg, *we dressed in our besjt attire, ttnd p)repared 
to attend the Moftnon service, held fbr'the present mittie 
large space adjoining the intended teniple, which is (mfy 
just above the foundations, but will be a stifucttire of stupen- 
dous proportions, and if finished ^accOiviing to the plan, of 
surpassing elegance. I went early, and found a rostrum, 
in front of Which there were rows of stools ttnd chairs for 
the townsfolk; those from the couiltry, who arrived in great 
numbers in light waggons, sitting On chaiirs, -took up their 
stations in their vehicles in the background, after unhar- 
nessing their horses. There was a very lai-ge and most 
respectable congregation; the ladies were attired in ridi 
and becoming costume, each with a parasols; and I hc^e I 
may say, without any imputation of profenity, a more be- 
witching assemblage of the sex it has rarely been my lotto 
look upon. Before the religious ceremony commenced, 
five men mounted the rostrtim, who were, as I leailied, ^ 
weekly committee of inspection. The chaitm«m read his 
general 'report of the prospects and proceedings of the co- 
lony, and then teAd a list of those deserving of partictdar 
commendation for their superior husbandry, the extent of 
th^ir fencing, and other improvements, which'was followed 
by the black list, enumerating the idle, slothful, and tknim- 
pro^^g portion of the commiunity, who were held up to 
reprobation, and threatened, in defenlt of certain tasks 
allotted them being finished at the next visit, to 'be de- 
prived of their lots, and expelled the community. 

The reading of these lists produced an evident ^ensatioa, 
and, I am satisfied, stimulates the industrious to extra ex»- 
tion, and goads the lazy to work in self-defence. This over, 
another, "the gentleman in black," got up, and withoiit 
any form of service or prefatory prayer, read aloud a text 
from the Book of Mormon, and commenced a sermon, or 
discourse, **de mvltis rebus et quibiisdam aliis ;" taking a 
fling at the various other religions, showing thein up by in- 
vidious comparison with the creed of the valley. He fii^ 
pointed out the way to arrive at Mormon sanctity, in which 
there was nothing objectionable as laid down, and exhorted 
the congregation, not only as they valued their salvfttfen, 
but their crops, so to demean themselves, and endeavour 
-t Hiate the favour and indulgence ^f^ tiie Supreme 



Bem^; calBog to mtnd ^at, ia the yeor of lifhteoasaess 
(last year), he sent sea-gulls, a bird never kiiowxi to visit 
the valley, to devour the crickets, Y^dx would ojherwise, 
from their uumbers, have annihilated all vegetation.* He 
ihesi adverted to )the barbarous treaimefit they received aft 
Ihe hands of the Americans, forgetting to avow his chad- 
table forgiveness ; and expressed a belief that their avarioe 
would yet induce them to covet their possessions at Salt 
Lake ; hut he entertained a hope that the Mormons by that 
time would be strong enough to guard and maititain their 
ri^ts and independeaaoe. He talked of the gold of Cali- 
^o^ia, which he said was discovered by Mormon energy; 
}mt they freely abandoned it to American cupidity, as they 
(Ihe Mormons) did not desire sudi worldly aggrandisement. 
With this ended the entire ceremony; and then began a 
Simxdtaneaus series of greetings and salutations amongst 
town and countryfolk, which led to luncheons, and dinners, 
and all manner of dvilities, and tender tete-ortetea, until 
«?eninLg, when another sermon was delivered, which c^ded 
ihe xaUgious duties of the day. I can't say I was much 
impressed with the sanctity or sincerity of the preaclwars; 
aor did it appear iko me, from the deportment of the con- 
gregation, that any very devotional feeling pervaded them; 
i£>r, with all their affected conten^t for woridly wealth and 
pifaeafiure, they appear to me to prn^ue the one with as ac- 
^e a zeal, and enjoy the other with as little restraint, as 
a&y other sect of professing religionists I have ever become 
aaqujainted voth. The afl&urs of church and state heate go 
strictly hand-in-hand ; the elders of the church being the 
iBagistrates and functionaries in all civil and criminal mat- 
ters, the framers of the law, and chancellors of the ex- 
chequer, with whom it is expected that every member of 
the community will lodge whatever wealth he may acquire 
b^ond his immediate wants, .taking treasiuy notes of ac- 
knowledgment. This the law strictly requires, on pain of 
expulsion and forfeiture; but I have heard several grumble 
at it; and I understand it has led to numerous secessions, 
if £iot from ^e Mormon fedth, at least from the Mormon 

* Tt is surprising that the Mormons, who are, as a class, a most astute 
aodreasomog people, can be ^Ued cuid gammoned after this fashion; 
for sea-gulls are met all across the plains, and were seen in the valley 
the first time Colonel Fremont visited it, in 1845, two years before the 
Mormons thought of settling there. ^yu.^u ^y ^ ^.^ . .^ 
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Talley, to get beyond Mormon authority. A Scotchman 
•fresh from the old country, who with his sister lately joined 
the sect, complamed to me of the grievance, stating that 
on his arriy^ he lodged a considerable sum witih th^ 
treasurer, part of which he lately required to try his fortune 
in California, but was peremptorily refused, with a rebuke 
for his lust of gain. " He didna see whar' this wad lead to, 
or how it wad end;" but notwithstanding his strong dial.eet, 
I question if he is clean-bred Scotch, after so simple an 
set as he avowed himself guilty of. 

There were no written laws amongst them; but tres- 
passes, outrages, and such matters, are taken cognizamse 
of by the elders, and adjudicated on summarily, accordkig 
to conscience; fines and public flogging being the punish- 
ments most in vogue. The authorities have a mint, from 
which they issue gold coin only: it is plain, but massii^^ 
without any alloy. I only saw two issues, five and tm 
dollar pieces, with the amount on one side and the date of 
issue on the other, without any emblem or device what30r 
ever. I got every information I believe they possessed 
relative to the new route to California; but, to make assu- 
rance doubly sure, I was anxious to procure a guide who 
had travelled over the line, and engaged a man, with the 
consent and approval of my party. However, when it 
came to the ears of the rulers, they forbade his leaving; lof 
I believe they are apprehensive that the golden indu€0> 
ments of that rich country might empty t£e valley of i^ 
population if they came to be particularly disseminated :.(|i 
reason, too, why they deprecate the travelling of emigraate 
by their city, which they say (and, I believe, with truth) is 
two hundred miles of a roimd. 

There are, as far as I could learn or judge, about five 
thousand inhabitants in the town, and seven thousand 
more in the settlements, which extend forty miles each 
way: north to the Weber, and south towards Utah Lake. 
The valley, at its greatest width, is not over fifteen miles, 
and I think seven would be a fair average : its soil is a rich 
black loam, and is irrigated by innumerable springs of good 
water, and streamlets flowing from the snowy mountains, 
besides the Jordan, which flows through its centre from 
Utah to Salt Lake; but it has a naked, bleak look, for want 
of timber, which renders the efiects of the sim next thing 
to intolerable. The city is situated on the south-east end 



FBOH NEW TOBK TO OAUFORZOA. 166 

of the lake, about nine miles from its shores; but I think 
li much more eligible site might have been chosen, where 
flse land would have been equally fertile, the climate fully 
as salubrious, and timber, which they exclusively bum, 
much more convenient, for at present they have to bring it 
from twelve to fifteen miles over a bad road. The whole 
neighbourhood swarms witli crickets of an enormous size, 
having a body as large as a mouse, and extraordinarily long 
legs, which enable tibem to leap inconceivable distances. 
They do not, however, relish jumping over water; so that,, 
by making a small cut round the tillage fields, and letting 
water into it, those destructive insects are prevented mar- 
ring industry: a precaution that leaves the husbandman 
independent of the sea-gulls. 

The evening of Simday was glorious, after the broad red 
disc of the sun simk behind the Utah range. A gentle 
breeze, wafted off the sparkling surface of the Great Salt 
Lake, came down the valley with a dehciously refreshings 
effect, inviting abroad the inhabitants, who promenaded 
about our camp, and came into our tents to pay their fare- 
well visits, as we intended starting in the morning. There 
was a large proportion of ladies amongst them, who ap~ 
peared to reciprocate the admiration conceived for them 
by several members of our company; remaining till an 
advanced hour, reiterating their last fond words, the golden 
treasures of California being forgotten for the time in the 
hires of "metal more attractive;" and it even looked as it 
the charms of Mormonism, through the spells of its female 
'^^otaries, were about to thin our ranks: bearing out the 
dramatist's remark, that, not as other emotions which re-^ 
quire time to germinate and mature, " love, hke a mush- 
room, springs up in a night." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IM ACK0S8 THBT ROCKY MOtWTAINS, 



CHAPTER XIV. 



EflMs of the Tonder Pftssion-^Eariy Staot— BoUtng Springs^The Great Stat Like 
— Iti Appearftnoe^Analyriff of iti ^Vfatsn— Itt Peculiarities^Comfbrt of tbe 
Honnon Agriculturists^ The Cricket NniflBDoe— More Wives Spiritnid and Tem- 
poral— Chatnge our System of Travel— The Weber— OUiged to Ferry over ma 
Loads— Mr. Goodyear's Farm— Thidc Jungle— The Ogden— Fine View- Heat of 
the Sun— Water before Gold— Fitece Insects— Signal Fires— Bear River- Sur- 
prised to find Men in the Act of Launching a Boat— Musquitoes— Lose a Horse 
and Mule in the Ferry— Our Camp-ground— Take a more Westeriy Course- 
Scarcity of Fresh Water— Salt Streams, Hot and Cold, side by side— Seod oat 
Soouts to look for Water— Their Protracted Absence— Our Sufferings— Come to 
Water at last— Shoot an Indian— Lamentable Necessity for nidh Rigour— Last 
View of the Great Salt Lake—The Broad-axe Guard— Desolation and Salitudb 

Though early astir next morning, there were those in the 
city whose wakeful eyelids anticipated the sun; and lest 
there should be a repetition of the melodramatic perfor- 
mances of yesterday evening, I got the waggons into motion 
at once, and moved off from the isolated metropolis of the 
Latter-Day Saints, de^ly impressed with gratitude for 
their kindness and hospitality, with admiration for their 
energy and industry, but with no very elevated respect for 
their creed or the ethical discipline of their social institn- 
tions. Our road passed along by the hot springs, i«^re we 
had a regimental lavabo, performed in double-quick time. 
About four miles beyond these there are boiling springs 
with the same mineral properties, but at a temperature 
that would answer for ciilinary purposes: a fact tested by 
one of our men, that he might be able to indulge in the 
boast hereafter, by putting in two eggs, which were cooked 
to a nicety in the usual time, three minutes by the sand- 
glass. There is a small river flowing from them, over 
which there is a bridge; for though it is shallow enough to 
drive through with ease, it would scald the animals if they 
went into it. Some of the loose ones that ran precipi- 
tately in turned quickly back, rushing with frightened 
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haste. Qvei? the bridge, lest it shoiUdfall and let thpa.into, 
it again. 

Here, with some others, I turned down to visit the lake, 
but could not well get as far as its waters, from the com- 
bined incrustations of minriate and carbonate of soda that 
covered the flat shores for a great distanjce from the edge, 
through which the horses sunk nearly knee-deep, and could 
not be induced to proceed. As the wind came off the lake 
it carried with it a mineral stench arising from the stag- 
nsnit water close along the brink, which was offensive to 
the utmost degree; and although the breeze was a brisk 
one,, it scarcely ruffled the sur£,ce of the sluggish lake; 
the w^tef, from its, great specific gravity, being difficult to 
distwb ; for, carrying in solution its frill complement of 
salt, it requires a stonp to set it in anything like commo- 
tion. Colonel Fremont, who analysed it, gives the follow- 
ing description and result: — 

'* The Gi:eat Salt Lake has a very irregular outline, 
greasy extended at times of melting snows. It is about 
seventy miles in length, ranging nearly north and south, 
in conformity to the range of mountains, and is remarkable 
for its predominance of salt. The whole lake waters seem 
thoirQughly saturated with it, and every evaporation of 
water leaves salt behind. The rocky shores of the islands 
are whitened with spray, which leaves salt on everything 
it touches; aajd a covering like ice forms over the water, 
which the waves throw among the^ rocks. The shores of 
the lake in the dry season, when the waters recede, 
ajo4 especially on the south side, are whitened with in- 
crustations of fine white salt; the shallow arms of the 
laiLe, at the same time, under a slight covering of shi- 
lling water, present beds of salt for miles, resembling 
softened ice, into which horses' feet sink above the fet- 
locks. Plants and bushes, blown by the wind upon those 
fields^ are entirely incrusted with crystallized salt more 
tbaa aja inch in thickness; upon this lake of salt the fresh 
WfLt^r receive^!, though great in quantity, has no perceptible 
effect. Kq, fish nor animal life of any kind is to be found 
in it; the larvse oui the shore being foimd to belong to 
cringed injects, A geological exflinunation of the bed and 
shores of this lake would be of the highest interest. Eive 
gp^OBS of water taken from it, in the month of September* 
mi ypiighly evsypprat^ gave fou^e^n pints of salt; a p^ 
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of which being subjected to analysis, gave the fbUowkig 
proportions : — 

Chloride of sodium (common salt) 97*80 parts. 

Chloride of calcium 0-61 .. 

Chloride of magnesimn 0*24 .. 

Sulphate of soda 0*23 ^ 

Sulphate of lime 1*12 .. 

100*00" .. 

It has not been ever regularly explored or surveyed, and 
is variously stated to be from seventy to one hundred miles 
in length; but as far as I could judge, by the time it lock 
me to round its northern extremity, I should be inclined 
to set it down at eighty, without a tree or ^irub to adorn 
its bleak shores for the entire length. There are several 
fertile islands on it, and one very large one, on which the 
Mormons told me they had as many as seven thousand 
head of oxen. Bear Kiver and the Weber, which previously 
receives the waters of the Ogden, empty themselves into 
it; and although both at that point are large rivers, they 
produce scarcely any freshening effects, save at the point 
of embouchure. 

The range of mountains to the eastward of the valley 
inclined to eastward as we proceeded up it; the land to 
then* base being of the most fertile character, settled by 
Mormons, who have fine herds, extensive tillage trac^, and 
comfortable homesteads. I called at many of them, and 
found them neat and commodious, well but plainly fur^ 
nished, and the inhabitants civil, communicative, and 
obligmg. The crickets are a serious nuisance, for ih% 
ground is alive with them; and they are not only destruc^ 
tive where they have their way, but i\ie effluvium they emit 
is about as disgusting a sample of scent as any to be met 
with. Though they burrow in the earth, they spend almodt 
all their time on the surface, and delight in climbing up 
tall grass and weeds, uttering a grinding chirp that selB 
one's teeth on edge. They constitute the principal food of 
the Utah Indian, who eats them raw and roasted, and also 
make a sort of paste or jam, by broiling them to a cinder, 
then pounding them veiy fine, and mixing them with a 
wild fiiiit called service berries. A good many of the 
young Indians are domesticated as herds amongst the 
Mormons; but the wild ones are kept at arm's length, f<»r 
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they are groat thieves, and not otherwise to be depended 
on. When the settlement was first founded they were ex- 
cessively ti;oublesoine and dangerous, but the Mormons 
gave them a few grave lessons that improved their behaviour 
very much. 

Our camp this evening was eighteen miles from the 
city, on the grounds of a man whom I recognised as a 
visitor when encamped there. He was particularly atten- 
tive, placing everything on his premises at our disposal. 
He had a snug and well-furnished cottage, and seemed to 
enjoy the greatest domestic beatitude in the society of his 
wives, spiritual and temporal; never, as he told me, coming 
in for any squalls, as the ladies expended all their ioid words, 
on each other. He had most thriving crops, which he 
and all the settlers up the valley manage to irrigate, with- 
out any trouble, by leading httle ducts into their lands, 
from the numerous rivulets that issue from the mountains. 
They enjoy the advantage of having fine timber «los€ at 
hand, and the bushes scattered about suffice as a shade for 
the cattle. 

The heat of the weather now became so intense, I was 
forced to alter the routine of our daily movements by 
breakfasting before the dawn, starting at the first li^it, and 
nooning from eleven till two o'clock, when those who. {dit 
so disposed might take a nap, allowing the animals to» lie 
hy during the noonday glare, and traveUing again till an 
advanced hour in the evening, by which we made as long 
distances with infinitely less distress to both men and mules. 
Next morning we commenced our new system, though 
some, who eagerly acquiesced in it the evening before, turned 
out with a reluctant growl at the early summons. The 
cotmtry, in the early part of the day, was elevated and 
sandy, with a stock of crickets that made the animals stare 
with bewilderment, as if they were afraid to go amongst 
them. We happened to light on a very inviting spot at 
Ae nooning hour; and notwithstanding our abhorrence of 
the crickets, were all very soon, with the exception of the 
day-guard, stretched in unconscious slumbers amongst 
them. In our evening's drive the coimtry again resumed 
its fertile aspect, and was enlivened by the habitations of 
the scattered settlers. Our trail then took a decided bend 
towards the mountain, in the direction of a belt of timber, 
which we coniectured skirted the Weber, which fvfer we 
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reached in good time, but were taken aback by soeing^ from . 
the Iq% oyerhaiBgmg baak» that it W9& botb deep aad irapid 
Tlware was, however, in one pla^e, a low graKoUy island 
that we were exiabled to get to without muych trouble, and 
from thence to the other bank it was narrow enxju^ to 
admit of having a pexmanent rc^ passed over and made 
fast at both sides, by which means we pulled across in a 
direct line, nearly wiUiout the del^ or trouble of paddli^g. 
My waggon was again dismounted, and we were not more 
than two hours getting everything over except the other 
waggons, which, when en^ty, we hauled across with ropes. 
It was near eleven o'clock when we sat down to supper, as. 
fagged a lot of gentlemen as there could well be. 

We formed our camp at the end of a large marsh, close 
to the residence of Mr. Goodyear: a wealthy Mormon, who 
has an extensive breeding station there for stock of every 
description, amongst which he had the laa^gest dock of 
goats I ever saw. His house, ofl&ces, stables, &c. formed a 
large square of handsome and substantial log buildings, 
and had every requisite and convenience for such an esta- 
blishment, which is the last in the line of the northern 
settlement. He was preparing to dyive a large caballada 
of horses and mules to the CaUfomian market, with which 
he intended travelling in ten or twelve days. Could he 
have started at an earUer period I would have been dis- 
posed to await his company, but we expected by that tim© 
to be at the source of Humboldt Biver. 

We got a fresh supply of cheese and butter here, and 
a good carcase of mutton for every two waggons; but I 
rather suspect, when Mr. Goodyear arose the next morning* 
he was 3urprised to find we had already started. Though 
early at work we did not advance much for some hours; 
the ground over which the trail lay berug soft and swampy, 
with banks of thick jungle that had never before been pe- 
netrated, through which we had to force a passage. Aboiit 
eight miles from Mr. Goodyear's we crossed the Ogden: a 
nice clear stream, which takes its name from the supposed 
murder of a celebrated trapper, who was said to have been 
murdered by the Indians, and thrown into a hole in the 
mountain where it has ite soiu-ce. The trail now turned 
eastward, as if we had to cross the mountains : a supposi- 
tion we the more readily entertained, as there appeared to 
be a canon directly in frx)nt of m ; but as we got up a pret^ 
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devated slope, it tamed again to the iiordi-\?est; the cause 
of Ihe sharp tam being, as we could now see, a tule marsh, 
that would not admit o£ crossing. 

There was a splendid view here of the Grreat Salt Lake, 
and of the pMn, back towards the city, and away to the 
north-west in the course we were to follow. There was 
nothing picturesque in the plain itseK: but the lofty moun- 
tains, witli tli^r hoary glistening peaks, piercing the soft 
blue azure vault of the heavens; the cano^ of which, un- 
obscured by speck, or cloud, or film, had a soul-elevating 
efiEect on us poor pigmies, who crept along tiie mighty base 
of the hills, Uke ants beneath the side-wall of a stately edi- 
fice. Tlie stm, so early as ten o'clock, was so fearfully hot 
that I could not bear my hand upon the rifle that was slimg 
from ihe peak of the saddle ; and soon after it became so 
intense that two men were suddenly taken ill, and had to 
be placed in the waggons: suffering, I suppose, from what 
are called the effects of a sun-stroke. TMs was by far the 
most sultry day we had yet e35)erienced ; and it happened, 
unfortunately, that at the nooning hour we were miles re- 
mote from shade or water, struggling on in a gasping state 
for nearly two hours, until we came to a river made up of 
mountain torrents that descended directly from the snowy 
ridges, preserving its cooling properties in a deep grove of 
oak and sycamore. Oh! it was a glad sight to see; more 
welcome at the moment by a million degrees than the 
richest mine in California. The eager mules could scarcely 
be restrained frx^m drawing the waggons into it, and those 
tiiat had their freedom drove down their heads as &r as 
the eyes in the limpid current in their anxiety to swallow 
it. I admonished my companions as to the bad effects of 
drinking too freely at first; but they were deaf to advice, 
insensible to every fear or feeling but that of parching 
thirst; drinking as long as the restrained breath would 
permit, and drinking again and s^ain till they could hold 
no more. I was somewhat more peremptory with the sick 
men, to whom I doled it out in small quantities, and with 
a happy effect. In ihe morning we expected to make Bear 
River at the crossing point; but the fedgues of yesterday 
evening, and ihe prostrating lassitude brought on by ihe 
morning's exposure, ind^wed us to stop where we were. 

There was here a genns of gigantic fiy, whidi attacked 
&6 horses with a degree of ferocity that I did not ^nceive 
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could belong to the insect race. It darted at ihem m& 
a humming whizz, perforating tiie skin U]« moment it 
came in contact witli it, as if its lance was inserted by 
the impetus, in some places letting out a perfect jet of 
blood. The poor brutes were driven off the feed in 
amongst the scrub, and some of them, in their pain 
and terror, ran furiously back along the trail, giving us 
a long walk to recover them, which we would have gladly 
avoided if possible; but as the cool air of the evading 
set in, those insect-monsters disappeared, and in their 
stead came the infernal musquito, *' to make night horri- 
ble." We had, to be sure, discovered a sort of remedy 
against their attacks, but it was one that, like nauseous 
medicine, was resorted to with reluctance, and in this in- 
stance was peculiarly irksome; for, having expended att 
the antelope grease, we were forced to have recourse to 
our nice Mormon butter, spreading it over our warm faeeB 
instead of our hot rolls, which, fre^ though it undoubtedly 
was, created, when reeking in combination with the animai 
exhalations within the tents, an oleaginous atmosph»% 
that was not at all savoury, and thick enou^ to be cut 
with a blunt knife. 

The watch throughout the night saw several fires at high 
elevations on the shelves of the mountains along which we 
were travelling, and also on the Utah range opposite, whk^ 
we knew proceeded from Indians, and looked like signal- 
fires betokening a gathering; but having heard nothii^ veiy 
un&vourable of the Utah tribe from the Mormons, I ie^ 
disposed to place thepi to the account of ordinaiy campiag 
fires. Not so, however. The majority of the company in- 
sisted they were regular signal-tokens answered all around, 
that showed preparations were making in concert to inter- 
cept and attack us. In consequence of my mistake about 
the Crows I did not combat the opinion, but took such 
steps as if the danger really impended, more particularly 
as it did not impede us an iota. We still continued omr 
course along the base of the mountuns, but got into a flat 
broken country, cut up with slou^is and half-diy channels, 
caused by the inundations of the season, most of whidi 
were soft and sludgy, and rendered our path so tortuous, 
that for two hours we had not advanced over a mile. When 
we did get on higher ground we could see the line indi- 
cskting the course of Bear River, which we reached by noon; 
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ttfid on arriying at the edge of the high banks which look 
down upon the ttde marshes that run along it, were asto- 
fished at seeing below a waggon with four yokes of oxen, 
and some white men in the act of returning from the other 
side in a boat. At first it puzzled us to think who they 
were, or where they could be from ; but as I rode down to 
make* inquiries I had a most familiar salutation from one 
of them, who said, " I did not expect you before to-morrow 
evening." I now saw they were from Salt Lake city, about 
to establish a ferry, in expectation that other sections of 
the emigration would follow our tAick ; but their boat was 
a very small and frail one for thsit purpose. ** H6w on 
earth will you be able to live here during the summer 
months?" I observed, seeing them tearing tie musquitoes 
from their cheeks with both hands. " Well," said the cap- 
tain of the party, ** they are purty damn bad here I admit, 
but when you get over yonder iJbey'll give you particular 
}i — ^11." Poor comfort, thought I, as they arose in shoals 
from the rushes, literally blinding us. I had not before 
seen them appear in such formidable force of a morning, 
and I would gladly have submitted to a round of fifty miles 
rather than undergo the infliction we were doomed to en- 
dure, while employed in the tedious task of transporting 
our waggons and luggage, if there had been any assurance 
we would thereby escape. We, however, went at it with 
^that " do or die" determination with which fellows mount 
«lhe ladders of a forlorn hope, and as at the Weber we got a 
^xed line across, though it was double the breadth ; but as 
4i^ Mormon wherry was small, I had again to dismount 
my waggon to expedite the operation. The river was two 
hundred and fifty yards wide at the crossing, and both deep 
and swift; so much so that in hauling on the rope it re- 
jquired great caution and management, lest the surging 
current should roll over and swamp us. We had the 
misfortune of losing a horse and a m^le, by drowning in 
the current, which delayed us three mortal hours before all 
%as over; and I would venture to affirm, that if the Great 
Bear himself, from whom the river derives its patronymic, 
had been of our party, he would by that time have been 
scratching a sore head. For my part, I would run the risk 
of another bridge of Lodi, and fece the thunders of artil- 
lery, sooner than again force the passage of Bear River be- 
fore those infernal flyina: Cossacks. It turned out, too, 
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precisely as the Mormoms said: for they were even irarse 
when we got over; gWmg tbs, while reloadii^ and Mtehmg 
up for a fresh start, an inkling <rf a certaai tropical p^ee 
of fashionable resort. 

We met, at about five miles from the river, a narrow, 
deep stream, where we fixed our quarters, md. were con- 
soled for the want of food by the absence of our en«ny, 
there being no reedy margin for them to breed in. In the 
morning we fencied we had nothing to do but cross strai^t 
over: a very illusory idea, as it turned out to be seven feet 
deep; nor could we find a practicable spot, insignificant as 
it . appeared, until after a detour of fonr miles. We here 
took a more westerly course, receding from the mountains, 
and entering a country of gloomy grandeur, that looked as 
if its bleak solitudes had never before been invaded by 
man. We continued rising over hills and sinking into hol- 
lows, like a small fleet ridmg over the swells of the bound- 
less ocean, without any landioark in the horiaon; crossing 
numerous river-beds, tiie ^streams of which had been drunk 
up by the insatiable sun ; and when at length, in the even- 
ing, after a long and weary day's journey, witiaout oinr 
accustomed noon-day rest, we came to water, it wa6 so 
brackish it only served to aggravate thirst. There wete 
two streams within a few yards of each other, mmdng 
parallel : one of which was nearly at a boiling temperature, 
while the other was merely so^kened firom the effects of 
the sun, though, strange to say, they both issued from the 
same hill-side. In the latter we all bathed, and derived 
some rehef ; but the itoimals were so overcome with thirst 
they would not feed, and seemed greatly inclined to wai^ 
der, keeping us in a state of fret and fidget all ni^t. We 
rather foolishly tried to make coffee, thinking it would dis^ 
guise the saltish taste, though we should have known that 
evaporation in boUing would have made it all the stronger 
and more concent^iated; but people when suffering not un- 
frequently seek a temporary relief in a remedy which they 
know is sure to increase and prolong their misery. We all 
drank freely of this unpalatable beverage, and all, without 
an exception, suffered sadly throughout the night in conse- 
quence. 

Shortly ttfter midnight, there being tolerably good light, 
we set forward, hoping to find fresh water for break&st 
The trail was easy, but at daylight we were no better off 
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lima hi cftKP dtaii;. The men got very much dkheartened, 
and I, also, fi^lt uneasy and distressed, and sent out eTery 
horseman in quest of the simple but indispensable neces- 
sary, determined, no matter how remote from our route it 
might be discovered, to go to it. Ei^t o'clock came, and 
no horseman returned; ten o^clock came, yet none was in 
view, and even the burning meridian arrived without a 
•prospect of relief. My eyeballs got sore from straining, 
for I never before watched with such nervous anxiety: they- 
were moments of fearful suspense. At length a gleam of 
hope arose as I saw two horsemen on the western heights. 
Th^ must, I thought, surely have found water; but tiben 
ttieir slow, dejected gait did not portend glad tidings. I 
msed my hat, and hailed them aloud. They saw and heard 
me, yet they neither made a motion nor quickened their 
pace. The truth was sadly apparent : it was now approach- 
ing the limits of endurance. The teamsters sank listlessly 
in their saddles, whilst the fierce sun almost crackled in in- 
tensity, producing a reeling sensation and a dimness of 
vision, as if dissolution were impending; wh^i, like a noise 
in a dream, I thought I heard the sound of horses ap- 
proaching at speed; and making an effort to resume my 
consciousness, saw Mr. H- — -y at hand to announce our 
merciful deliverance. He told us the water was yet four 
miles off ; but the knowledge that it was certainly there, 
and the slight relief we got from his canteen, revived and 
fita^ngthened us. 

It was past three o'clock when the waggons got up: 
rather a fashionable hour for breakfast; and although the 
water was cool and clear, it was not wholly free from a 
saline flavour; but from the fatigues and privations of the 
morning, and those of the previous night, it was arranged 
not to go any fartheii for the day. About a mile below 
te camp, where the stream meandered through a level 
patch of land, we found excellent feed; a little incon- 
venient, it is true, for the guard, but the grass was too 
tempting to let that consideration weigh. Shortly after 
^nr meal was over we were waited upon by ten visitors of 
the Utah tribe, dressed in buckskin suits, and well moimted. 
They had only a few skins for barter, and sonae of that 
compound I described before, made of powdered crickets 
and service berries, in small cakes baked in ihe sun. There 
were a couple of the horses I would have d^^lt Jor^but 
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ihey were not disposed to part with them at all. One of . 
them spoke and understood a little English, from the ine- 
quency of his visits to the Mormon city, and from him I 
•sought some information as to the route to Humboldt Kiver, 
of which he was entirely ignorant, as he said, "Him lib 
Jaere;" pointing away to the south-west. 

As our animals were at such a distance from the camp, 
and those gentlemen in the neighbourhood, it occurred to 
me it would be a prudent arrangement to strengthen our 
guard; ao at the next change I got my own tent carried 
^own, adding two men to each watch till morning. Towards 
the termination of the first one the report of two shots 
announced that there were strangers about; and on going 
out I saw, in the moonlight, the men gathered round an 
object that proved to be one of our afternoon visitors, 
who, with others, in attempting to steal a horse, received a 
rifle-ball in the knee-joint, which shattered and dislocated 
it in a shocking manner, the wound bleeding profusely. I 
made an effort to stop it, by applying a silk handkerchief 
as a tourniquet; but it produced little or no effect, though 
we twisted it with all our might with an iron ramrod : the 
poor Utah bearing it without a move or moan. I then sent 
up to the camp for some brandy, which I gave him diluted 
with watery but he sunk rapidly, and in an hour afterwards 
yielded up the ghost without a murmur. We all took a 
sgreat interest in him, seeing him bear his misfortune so 
heroically. There was not one amongst us who would act 
iiave gladly given up the horse to ensure his recovery; but 
at is absolutely necessary to guard your animals wiQi the 
tgreatest rigour, else you will in the end be deprived of 
^the means of prosecuting your journey, and left to perish 
.miserably in the wilderness. 

Next morning we launched out once more upon a desert 
*of sage and sand, through which we travelled all the day: 
!the bushes being so close and strong in many places as to 
<5all our axes into requisition. It was very severe work on 
llie mules, for their legs and bellies got scratched and torn 
by the stumps, which also arrested the wheels every mo- 
ment. About five o'clock in the evening a sheet of water 
appeared to the south that was at first mistaken for mirage, 
but I found it by the glass to be the northernmost extre- 
mity of the Great Salt Lake, now seen for the last time. 
We were well off for water all day, and camped in a flat, 
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Where we got a drink of the purest distillation. Here, 
together with bunch grass, there was a shrub like the savine 
plant mixed up with the artemesia, on which the horses 
browsed freely, which I afterwards learned is called grease- 
wood. I kept the guard at its additional strength to-night, 
lest the Utahs should come to avenge the death of their 
fallen comrade, but the stillness of night did not suffer the 
slightest interruption. 

The next day the scene of dreary desolation was broken 
by a chain of hills running in detached and irregular lines 
from north-east to south-west; which were well timbered 
with cedar, aspen, and a large bushy shrub, bearing a red 
berry, the name of which I could not ascertain. We en- 
deavoured to force our way through a valley that lay directly 
in the line we wanted to go, and again called out the broad- 
axe guard; however, after cutting a path for upwards of 
two miles, we met sage of such prodigious growth, and in 
such close contact, that we were compelled to desist, and re- 
trace our steps to where we diverged from the trail, which 
led us in an oblique line up the side of the hills, crossing 
a grassy dell, where we halted till noon. In getting round 
to the other side, several short broken ranges of distant 
mountains came within view: all tending north and south, 
in conformity with the system of the great interior basin. 
I did not before see so appalling a picture of awful desola- 
tion and utter solitude as that presented by the barren 
^«lwte intervening betwixt the hiUs on which we were and 
the mountains to the west. It had a scorched and withered 
aspect that repulsed the eye and sickened the spirit: look- 
ing like a territory exclusively created for the reptiles of ani- 
m£^»d nature, and forbidden to the footsteps of man. We 
descended alongside a small turbid stream, and followed its 
course till the hour of rest arrived. The surface of the 
arid plain along our track was encrusted with white saline 
efflorescence, and yet the water, as far as we could judge, 
was wholly free from any impregnation of it. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Digger Indiaog — Their Appearance, Character, Habits, and Customs— Xlheir 
extent of Territoiy — Thesr Practices towards Emigrants — Desert Country — ^The 
Toil of the Animals — The Fourth of July — Festival in the Wilderness — Oocurrenoes 
of the Night — Fine Feed — Coimtry again improves — Meet the Fort Hall TralU. 
Picturesque Scenery — Slioot a Black-tailed Deer — Different T r ea tm en t of Yeaten 
in those Hills firom Lndgate Hill — Our Friend the Indian Digger in faar Ctasi 
Cred&— The Wild EzcitemeiA-.The Blank Disappointmeiit—^All is not i^ 
that glistens" — True Philosophy makes our Disappointment Foed ibr 9m 
Further Reeearches — V<Acanic Indications — Narrow Pass — No QiM-mJti^gBA 
Defile — Waggon Accident — ^'Necesmfy the Mother of Invention" — Sage Qgns 
and Digger Indians — Thdr Flight — Apprehension of having gone Astray — Snow- 
capped Mountains to cross — ^In&mous Road — Giddy Predpice — The HunAddt 
River — Strange Appearance of the Land near its Head Waters — Colond Fremont's 
Description of liie Humboldt River. 

We were now entering the confines of the Digger Indian 
territory: the most degraded and debased of all the Iiuiian 
race; the refuse and dregs of savage society, who recme 
into brotherhood every outcast from all the other tribes 
that fly from the vengeance their crimes have earned for 
them. In natural conformation the Digger Indian is vay 
few degrees removed from the ouran-outang; not modi 
above its stature, having the same compressed physiogwMBy, 
a low forehead, with little or no space between tke efe- 
brows Mid roots of the hair. He is altogether devoid <rf 
resources, possessing little beyond the instinctive caniu^ 
of the monkey, without a scintilla of energy to piocore 
either good food or raiment. They exist, as thdr name 
denotes, on roots dug from the earth, vermin and crtcfeets; 
although, with ordinary exertion, they co«kl kill snfficsent 
deer, antelope, and moimtain sheep for sustentation, the 
skins of which would afford them a partial covering; but 
such is their inherent sloth, that they have been known to 
die of absolute inanition rather than make an effort to obtain 
food. The females correspond in looks and habits with 
those "lords of the creation:" living in holes and dens that 
cannot be dignified by the title of huts or wigwanas, and 
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drag out a miserable existence in a state of nature, amidst 
the most loathsome and disgusting squalor. Their terri 
tory covers a great, but, for Sie most part, barren expanse, 
extending over the Sierra Nevada into the northern extre- 
mity of Alta Califomia. They are a terrible pest and 
nuisance to travellers and emigrants ; for, without aspiring 
to the chivalry of robbers, they are content to fire their 
arrows at night amongst the animals, hoping to wound or 
cripple some, so that they will have to be left behind, when 
they become their prey. When going into their country 
emigrants should make it a rule never to camp near shrubs 
or bushes, under cover of which they will be certain to 
crawl within range of the animals, and perhaps effect their 
•purpose without being discovered, as no noise follows the 
disclmrge of their arrows, some of which may wound a man 
as well. Humboldt Biver and the head of the Sacracmento 
are the places where they are most numerous; but ^ej 
are fast dwindling in numbers, for trappers and travellers 
shoot them down without hesitation or remorse wherever 
they meet them. 

Next day the sun was oppressively hot, and we toiled 
through sage and sand wi&out meeting an oasis in this 
dlieerless 'region, while tbe animals were sadly persecuted 
by a large gnat, which inflicted severe pain by their stings, 
judging from the manner in which the poor brutes winced. 
We had plenty of water, which, running without shiule 
ihrough those hot lands, was at a blood heat, and conse 
-^uentily not very agreeable to drink while sweltering our- 
*»^es in the solar fire. Two of the men who rode forward 
m ihe morning returned at four o'clock, with inteUigence 
that there was good camping-ground and feed about nine 
loUes ahead, where we saw some hills rising fi*om the 
.plain: it was rather far, but it could not be avoided. I 
agreed, however, with myseK to make it up to the animals 
1^ a later morning's start than usual. From the nature of 
■yie road it was sundown when we arrived at our quarters, 
which fully bore out the representation given of them. 

This evening happening to be the 8d of July, the eve of 
the anniversary of American independence, our few Yankee 
companions expressed a desire of celebrating its advent, if 
we Britishers had no objection. On receiving an assurance 
to that effect, ihey concocted a bucket of capital punch, and 
as soon as twelve o'clock came round, those patriotic 
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voyageurs hailed the festival with a peppery salvo -of 
revolvers and rifles, and then sought to sap our loyalty 
through the insinuating agency of whisky-toddy: our boisr 
terous hilarity imposing a new and imusual task on the 
echoes, in the neat and appropriate sentiments, songs, and 
oratorical displays, wherein we were so desirous of saying 
complimentary things of each other's country, that it would 
have required an accurate judgment between John Bull 
and Jonathan, "barrin'," as Paddy would say, "the trifle of 
snuffle." But while wetting our whistles, and roimding 
our periods, the reflection of a light at a distance on the 
hills directed our attention, and some of the lads being "a 
wee bit sprung," insisted on going off to ascertain the cause. 
They were not over a half hour gone, when we heard a 
great shout — not of fear, but of fun — and could distinctly 
see the forms of our friends standing on a rock, in the 
glare of the fire that burned below. It seems they came 
unawares on a small encampment of Diggers, stretched 
round a large sage-bush fire, with a few squaws and pa- 
pooses ; breaking in upon their slumbers with a wild hurra, 
that make the poor savages jump in terror, and run off, 
leaving their interesting babies in the hands of the alarmists, 
who, instead of "slaughtering the innocents," caught up the 
little dusky beauties in their arms, and performed a set of 
nursery gymnastics that must have astonished their weak 
nerves, from the great heights to which they tossed them, 
to the tunes of "Yankee Doodle," and "God save the 
Queen!" to the great affright, no doubt, of their imhappy 
parents, who, I suppose, regarded the orgies as a prelimi- 
nary step to the roasting and devouring of their tender 
veals. 

The morning star made its appearance before we tinned 
in; but this I did not so much mind, as it was agreed not 
to start until the afternoon. Our mules got a regular 
"blow out," and went to work when called on with a con- 
tented acquiescence that showed they appreciated the ar- 
rangement. The evening's jaunt, still over the regions of 
sage and sand, brought us to a fine range of green hills, 
on the side of which we saw several antelope, but they 
were too fleet and watchftd for our marksmen. The trail 
now led into a grassy ravine, wooded with gnarled cedar, 
which was twisted into most fantastic shapes by the rude 
storms that sweep through this gap in thewinter seasc^is. 
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^here we had a cool, delicious spring to slake our thirst at, 
^d not an iinneighboiirly insect to interrupt our enjoy 
ments or repose. On getting through this the next morn- 
ing, we struck the trail from Fort Hall, which, winding down 
fli defile in a southerly trend, merged into ours just on the 
verge of a descent into an open valley, two miles in width, 
that separated us from another chain of hills higher than 
those we were leaving: the summit lines of which were 
peaky, and had more of the irfoimtain character. They 
were also more thickly wooded, and though not elevated 
enough to reach the regions of snow, streamed with laugh- 
ing, bubbling rivulets, tliat leaped wantonly down their 
sides from amidst clumps of aspen and cedar, ministering 
to the rich deep emerald hue of the valley, but at the same 
time making it so springy that our wheels cut into the soil 
up t9 the axles, so that we could not get through until we 
lightened the waggons : dismounting and packing whatever 
tve could on the saddle-horses, and even then not without 
tremendous exertion. 

As we got into the hills the scenery became very pictu- 
resque, and being delightfully wooded and broken into cliffs 
lovely vistas, which often arrested us to gaze down those 
sequestered avenues of nature, across which we could see 
the coy black-tailed deer bounding into the break. We 
shot one of those fine animals in the course of the day, but 
had not sufficient patience to allow it the probation which 
Ludgate-hiU venison is accorded by that veteran deer- 
stalker, Mr. Rich, for we had some of it hissing on the 
coals in a few hours after. We saw many signs of the 
Digger inhabitants, but were not favoured with a sight of 
any, though from the character we got of them at Salt 

Lake, our friend D , who still fondly cherished his 

horror of the children of the desert, spmTed past every 
close grove as if he thought the trees would fall upon him, 
making it appear that in those particular places he had a 
misunderstanding with his hotse. It took us about four 
tours to tread the mazes of those hills, from which we 
descended into the vale where Goose Creek has its rise, 
while all around, north, south, east, and west, were a chaotic 
group of hills and mountains, thrown up in a tumult of 
confasion, like incidents and personages in the last chapter 
of a tedious novel. 

We heard great thmgs of Goose Creek^^bgth^ti'^rt 
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Bridge and Salt Lake, and were resolved to search for some- 
of the golden eggs, even though it caused us a delay of a 
few days. The creek widened as we travelled' down it in 
a southerly course, receiving the offerings of little tributa- 
ries at every perch; the valley, too, opened somewhat, and 
spread out a carpet for our reception, with clover, rich 
grasses, and sweet-scented flowers. Not many moments 
after we stopped I was startled by a loud huzza, soon fol- 
lowed by a multitude of huzzas down at the river, which 
soon brought us all to the brink, without being able to get 
any other explanation of the unusual uproar but a repeti- 
tion of huzzas and one cheer more, for Goose Creek. 
"What under heaven do you mean?" lat length exclaimed. 
"Mean?" said he "(huzza!) mean did you say? (huzza!) 
why, nothing short of the gold itself (one cheer more for 
Goose Creek); look at it here on the bottom, and give us 
another cheer for old Goose Creek!" I went forward 
amidst the uproar, and was well-nigh betrayed into a huzza 
on looking into the limpid water, seeing ihe bottom spec- 
kled with shining yellow particles, the very image of gold. 
" But all is not gold that glistens," nor was it gold that 
glistened in the sands of Goose Creek: it being only 
deceptive mica that called forth the boisterous enthusiasm' 
of my friends. I fancy I see at this moment their elongated 
jaws when the fact was ascertained; and if I could have 
taken a daguerreotype of the group, I know it would give 
the reader the most amusing page in the book; but, though 
sad the disappointment, it afforded fine food for fun, and 
kept us joking all the evening, with every now and then an 
ironical cheer for Goose Creek : almost as trying to the pa- 
tience of the " ganders " (as they were christened) as the 
stings of the musquito itself. 

The mistake, however, did not deter us from* making' 
other researches amongst the volcanic debris with which 
the hill-sides and ravines were strewed, without having 
oiu* industry rewarded by a single grain. About a mile 
from om' camp the river canoned at a right angle through 
a high hill, the sides of which you would think impended 
much beyond the perpendicular, leaving a side-path of 
rather a ticklish width to get through. Beyond this pass 
we got into an oval-shaped plain, which we crossed longitu- 
dinally together with the creek, and entered another defile 
more roomy than the last, and volcanic throughout; with 
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c^Sk thrown up in irregular strata and coTered with scorise 
and vitreous fragments. During our nooning spell all 
hands turned to with picks, shovels, and wash-basins,^ in the 
various gulches and ravines, and worked with great assi- 
doitj for two hours, without finding a speck, or meeting any 
of the concomitant symptoms of its existence, which satisfied 
us it would ber a sheer waste of time to remain exploring in 
Goose Creek. We accordingly hitched up and continued our 
journey, still confined in the jaws of ihe defile, which be- 
came more and more rugged as we advanced ; the tom-up beds 
of mountain torrents intersecting our narrow path in many 
places : shaking our waggons so dreadfiilly that I expected 
at each jolt to hear an axletree snap, or see awheel shivered. 
Nor was it long until, in passing over a ledge of shelving 
rock, one of the wheel mules slipped, and falling broadside 
on the pole, snipped it across where it enters the hounds. 
Next after breaking a wheel this was the worst accident 
that could happen, as the firacture occurred at a place that 
did not admit of splicing; and the taking asunder of the 
hounds to get a new one in, together with the fitting of the 
irons, made it $. troublesome occurrence: there being no 
one amongst the party who had mechanical gifts or ex- 
perience. But few men know what they can do till they 
try, and many thousands and hundreds of thousands have 
gone unnoticed and in poverty to their graves whose latent 
genii:^ would have earned them wealth and distinction, if 
mey had only met with any lucky accident of development 
We all set to work, novices as we were; some to look after 
a smtable tree, some dismoimting the irons firom the 
broken pole, and others taking out the hounds. All was 
ready when the men returned with a nice length of white 
oak, whkk was soon hned, shaped, and rough fitted, plainly 
but firmly, with the irons, and fixed in its place in an in- 
conceivably short space of time, and fitted so truly that the 
waggon, as it is termed, followed most accurately, making 
us all wonder at our own expertness. 

We got out of the glen soon after, and continued our 
course, never anticipating any difficulty about finding a 
camping-ground; but it was deep twihght ere we met one, 
and then a very indifferent one, with bad water and worse 
grass, amidst groves of the odious artemesia, alive with 
lizards and sand-ticks. 

The same character of frightful barrenn^^^^^naa^ed Jhe 
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country through which we passed the foUowmg day; neitter 
flower, nor shruh, nor any indication of soil, that would give 
promise that the energy of man would ever succeed in siq)- 
planting those rank weeds of nature hy the smiling pro- 
ductions of husbandry. As our loose mules were wandering 
through those bushes, looking for tufts of bunch-grass, they 
flushed a pack of sage-hens, which, after a short flight, were 
marked down. We hastily loaded our guns with suitable 
shot, and in walking up to spring them again, I saw the 
bushes before me shaking, as if some good-sized animals 
were stealing away, which caused me to quicken my pace 
to a smart double-quick, when I saw the dark back of some- 
thing going from me. Without more ado, or taking any 
time to ascertain what it was, I fired, and to my great sur- 
prise, up started a Digger Indian with a howl, and in an 
instant after fifteen or twenty others, all running like furies, 
and dropping their bows and arrows to facilitate their flight 
We shouted as if in pursuit, and fired a few shots over 
iheir heads, which made them bound in an extraordiniuy 
and amusing manner, never slackening their speed unt^ 
they vanished over the hill-side. They were evidently en- 
sconced in cover, watching for a favourable opportunity, 
when we luckily discovered them: tickling their bustles 
with heavy duck-shot, but losing our other game by the 
occurrence. 

Soon after a river appeared to the southward, which we 
concluded was Goose Creek, but finding it on our l«ft 
hand, it considerably puzzled us. We approached it till 
noon, and to our still greater surprise, found it running in 
an easterly course. As it was an affluent of the Humboldt, 
I began to fear we had overrun the source of that river, 
which was to be our great guide for three himdred miles; 
so, while the others were nooning I took one of the idle 
mules and rode off* to a chain of hills about five miles 
distant, through which it seemed to run. There I had the 
gratification of finding that, after passing them, it took a 
southerly bend, and at a distance of a few miles sloped 
into a north-westerly course, which satisfied me we were 
still aU right, though apparently on the wrong side : a mis- 
apprehension that was also removed after we again got in 
motion, by crossing it at the bend where it took its easterly 
turn. 
We were all the morning drawing clos^QI(9(^J^ge. of 
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lofty mountains, composed of black basalt, conforming to 
the general law of the gre^t basin, and lying noi*th and 
south: many of their peaks were snow-capped, and smoke 
issued from several high ledges, whence the Diggers might 
look down and watch us. Our trail went in a Une to the 
base, and then ascended one of the hips, winding like a 
white thread till it disappeared round a knuckle at a great 
elevation. It was by far the roughest track we had yet 
met with, and was, in great part, made up of the bed of 
a mountain torrent; so narrow in many places that the 
waggon- wheels were working upon the edges, and the mules 
endeavouring to work below in the bottom. Being too 
Bauch for a single team to master, we only took up two 
waggons at a time, using the teams of the four; and in 
getting round the projection took all out but the wheel-span, 
as it required the greatest precaution and precision in driv- 
ing, there not being six inches to spare from the edge of a 
precipice fully one ^ousand feet deep : it was a nerve-testing 
spot, and only one teamster was game enough to sit in the 
saddle, who piloted all in safety over the dangerous place. 
We had this grinning precipice disagreeably contiguous for 
lEtQre than a mile, till we got to the western side of the 
range, from whence the valley of the Humboldt lay exposed 
to view, and contrary to our expectations, was perfectly iden- 
tical with the barren wastes we had lately been travelling 
over, except a narrow margin that runs along it like a shelf, 
marking, I should suppose, the high-water line when the 
river is augmented by the thaws of the adjacent mountains. 
Its couBse was perceptibly marked at a little distance down 
the valley by dense lines of willows. 

It was high time for camping when we got down on the 
plain, which was pitted over for miles like a tan-yard, with 
oblong holes, some of which were very deep, and of a remark- 
able appearance, looking as if they were formed by art: they 
were so equally spread and so uniformly shaped. All were 
deep and half filled with stagnant water. As the dusk had 
set in, we did not choose to run any risk in getting to the 
river, but pitched our tents amongst them, and picked up 
as many withered willows as sufficed to boil our coffee. I 
may say we were now at the head waters of that Remarkable 
river, though not exactly at its source, which consists of two 
ineonsiderable little streams in the mountains from which 
we just descended. Colonel Fremont describes itas follows 
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in his " Geographical Memoir of Upper California," written 
by order of ^e United States' Senate, as a key to his map, 
publii^ed in 1848 : the first and only correct one of those 
regions: — 

" One of the most considerable rivers in the interior of 
the great basin is. that called on the map Humboldt Eiver; so 
called as a small mark of respect to the * Nestor of scientific 
travellers,' who has done so much to illustrate North 
American geography, without leaving his name on any of its 
remaikable features. It is a river long known to hunters, 
and sometimes sketched on maps under the name of Mary's 
Eiver, but now, for the first time, laid down with any pre- 
cision. It is a very peculiar stream, and has many of the 
characteristics of an Asiatic river — ^the Indus, for example, 
though twice as long — ^rising in the moimtains, and losing 
itself in a lake of its own, after a long and sohtary course. 
It rises in two streams in the mountains west of the Great 
Salt Lake, which unite after some fifty miles, and bear 
westerly along the northenj side of the great basin towards 
the great Sierra Nevada, which it is destined never to 
reach, much less to pass. The mountains in which it 
rises are handsome in their outline, capped with snow the 
greater part of the year, clothed in places with grass and 
wood, and abundant in water. The stream is a narrow 
line, with few affluents, losing by absorption and evapo- 
ration as it flows; and terminating in a marshy lake, with 
low shores, fi'inged with bulrushes, and whitened with 
saline incrustations. It ha& a moderate current, firom two 
to six feet deep in the dry seasons, and probably not ford- 
able anywhere below the junction of the forfis. During the 
time of the melting snows, when both lake and river are 
considerably enlarged, the cotmtry through which it passes, 
except its immediate valley or border, is a dry sandy plain, 
wi^out wood, grass, or arable soil, froim about foor Ihou- 
saand seven himdred feet at tiie forks, to four thousand 
two hundred feet at the lake, above the level of the sea, 
winding amongst broken ranges of mountains, and vary- 
ing fi:t)m a few miles to twenty in breadth. Its own 
immediate valley along the baiiks is a rich alluvion, 
beautiftiUy covered with blue grass, herd grass, clover, and 
other nutritious grasses, and its course is marked through 
the plain by a line of willows and cotton-wood trees — ^t£e 
latter I did not see — serving for ftiel. ^^The Indians^in the 
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fall set fire to the grass and destroy all trees, except in 
low ground near the river. The river possesses that which 
in the progress of events may give it both value and fame. 
It lies on the only line of travel to California, running nearly 
east and west; it furnishes alevelimobstructed road for neaiiy 
three hundred miles, and a continuous supply of the indis- 
pensable articles of water, wood, and grass. Its head is to- 
wards the Great Salt Lake, and consequently towards the 
Mormon settlement, which must become a point in the 
emigration to Califomia and Lower Columbia. Its termi- 
nation is within' fifty miles of the Sierra Nevada. These 
properties give to this river a prospective value in future 
communications with the Pacific Ocean." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Short Cut— Indian Surprise— My Retreat and Wound— The Termination of the 
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tronomic Performance— Its Effect— Travelling in the Clouds— Heat of the Ground 
—Novel Ai^[>earance of the Country— Mountain Pass- Night Travelling in the 
Wilderness— Sublime Scenery— Moonlight— Sunrise— Ophthalmia and Cracked Lipa 
— The Sun, and its reflected Heat— The water gets ill-tasted— Grand Canon— 
fitate of the Animals and our Lips— Wild Currants— Dogged by the Indians — 
<3ive them a Surprise— Amusing Retreat of the Diggers— Good Camping-Groond 
— Serious Difficulties of the Route — Deep Dust and intense Heat — Propoaitioii— . 
Xighten our Loads — Leave our Goods upon the Desert— Reduce the Burdens to 
.^ven Hundred-weight, per Waggon— Effects of the hot Sand on our Wasgoa^ 
wheels— Green Goggles and Veils in request — More Currants — My Wound be- 
come^ very angry— Appoint a Deputy— Diverting Indian Water-hunt. 

In the morning we had two hours' twisting and turning 
before we got to the bank of the river, though for a day's 
travel it was scarcely important enough to be dignified by 
the title of river; but, once there, the path was^ tolerably 
smooth and level. After travelling down it for an hour it 
^approximated, and ran parallel with a high ridge of ground, 
which stretched away a long distance to the southward, 
and, turning round its point, ran up on the other side rigfit 
opposite to that from which we set out. As soon as I 
ascertained this, by riding up the rise, I called to the 
waggons to halt until I selected an easy place to get them 
over, which would be a saving of ten miles at least, and one 
accomplished without much difl&culty, as all crossed over 
the hill with perfect ease. Feeling desirous that those 
emigrants behind should be made aware of the short cut 
— ^for even ten miles in so serious a journey is a matter of 
some moment — ^I got a bit of thin board, on which I pasted 
a piece of paper containing the requisite notification, and 
having nailed it to a short pole, went back to stick it up 
where we tmnifed from the trail, taking with me a -little 
spade to sink the hole, and rather imprudently leaving all 
my arms behind me. While thus engaged, I saw my horse, 
which I had staked close by, raise his head suddenly with 
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his ears pricked forward, and, turning round to ascertcgn 
the cause, discovered six mounted Indians coming down 
upon me full split, urging their horses more and more as 
soon as they saw I observed them : evidently betraying by 
their anxiety and haste some sinister intention. 

I was, as I said, wholly unarmed, the spade being rather 
an incumbrance than a weapon ; so I saw ray only chance 
of escape was in flight, and therefore, pulling up ihe stake 
in all haste, sprang upon my horse to run for it. Had I 
open ground I would not have feared the result; but 
amongst large bushes their horses; from custom, could 
easily outrun mine. After the first burst I looked round, 
and saw they were fast gaining upon me ; and just as I 
gained the summit of the rise two arrows whizzed close 
past me, a third taking effect in the thigh, high up neai- 
the hip. I was now within view of the waggons, but they 
were a long way off; nevertheless, putting my finger in my 
mouth, I gave a shrill whistle, the sound of which it was 
clear did not reach them ; then, letting go the spade, and 
taking a good hold of my horse by 1^e head, I crammed 
in the spurs, rousing him to his utmost speed, and ven- 
tured to take another look round on my pursuers, to make 
a flying calculation of my remaining chances ; but, lo and 
behold ! pursuers there were none : not an Indian within 
view, nor any object I could magnify into the semblance of 
a foe. What could it have been? Was it a day-dream, or 
a vision, or the illusion of mirage? Yes, thought I, it 
must certainly have been the effects of that strange, de- 
ceptive phenomenon, and had become almost reconciled 
to the conviction, when I felt a prick of pain in my thigh 
which reminded me of the arrow that was sticking there : 
a circumstance that at once put an end to my pretematursd 
speculations ; for I never heard it alleged, by the most ima- 
ginative travellers, that those desert phantoms. Fata Mor- 
gana, are in the habit of shooting real bona fide arrows: 
they may terrify the senses, but they never go ihe length of 
wounding the body. It was clear, therefore, that it was 
flesh and blood Indians that chased me, who as soon as 
they ascended the rise, and got a glance of the waggons,, 
hauled off. \ • 

The arrow had only a shallow hold, and was not very 
painful; the only thing that gave me any uneasiness being 
the dread that the barb might have been poisoned. As 
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soon «8 I came up with &e waggons I got one of my 
companions to take it out; but he broke off the point in 
the attempt, which subjected me to much more annojance 
thfim the wound, for he had to make a large «]it in the flesh 
before he could succeed in eictracting it. It bled freely, 
which was a good thing in case of poison; and after wash- 
ing it thoroughly, first with water and then with spimts, I 
bandaged it up and let it take its chance. 

It is not usual with the Diggers to make an attack of 
. such a nature, but I suppose tiiey were prompted by ino- 
tives of revenge for the peppering I gave one of them Hie 
day before, when following the sage-hens. 

We had fine feed at noon close along the river banks; 
but although the road was level, it was most disi^reeable, 
from the clouds of hot dust with which we were perpetimUy 
enveloped. It was not sand, but a fine impalpable powder, 
as light as ashes, that covered ihe trail; and being perfecdy 
imponderous, was raised up in clouds from the trampluig 
'of the animals, covering everything and everybody, actu- 
ally chokmg the nostrils of the mules and horses, who-if)- 
peared to suffer seriously from it, and giving some amongst 
'US who had susceptible lungs, very teazing coughs. As 
soon as the cloud subsided, after stopping, we saw a squahd- 
looking Digger seated on the edge of the bank. .1 need 
not say that the first impulse was to blow him into the 
river; and, had he moved, such I believe, would have b««n 
his fate ; but he neither budged nor appeared in the least 
disconcerted. On the contrary, he " grinned horribly" a 
species of smile, and welcomed us with a sort of bowiag 
salutation. I showed him tlie arrow, and where I -was 
wounded, making signs to him to warn his tribe to keep 
clear of lus, as we were resolved to shoot them without 
mercy on every occasion. When taking our lunch he 
looked wistfully at us, and at length made signs that he 
was very empty and hungry, when one of the men threw 
him a biscuit, and another a cut of bacon» which he swal- 
lowed with such greedy voracity as to surprise us. We 
then gave him more and more, but all disappeared wifli 
the same insatiable rapidity as if his abdomen <was a bot- 
tomless bag that could never be filled. This stimulated 
our curiosity, and we continued feeding him, just to see the 
full ext«3t to which he could go. After making a dean 
finish of all the cooked meat, we gave him a greasy wedge 
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'©ff a raw flitch of bacon, whidi he attacked with waAstg^g 
appetite ; but betoe he fully mastered it, he skowed symp- 
toms of choke, and sank back in a khnl of swoon: his 
stomach braced out with a pregnant rotundity that threat- 
ened an explosion, as he moaned and rolled in appar^it 
agony. I began to fear the imfortunate creatare had 
eaten himself to deatii, and that we had wasted a great 
quasitity of food in a most reprehensible maimer. How^ 
ever, before we were ready for a fresh start he recovered a 
little, and after a great effort mcuiaged to get on his legs, 
and toddled off in a slow, but awkward gait, sitting down 
every fifty or eighty yards, like a fellow resting under a 
heavy load. 

We moved ofr in a clond which rolled faithfully alcmg 
wiih us the entire evening, and at times was soim^ne- 
trable it was next thing to impossible to see our way, com- 
ing at every second waggon length jam into a big sage- 
hiakh, and the heads of flie mules in the rear coming bump 
against the obstructed waggon. We followed the river 
through im open canon, in a low range of d^ached moun- 
tains, astd camped on the other side : our couches not re- 
quiring the precaution of warmmg-pans, for the ground 
was almost hot enough to bake biscuit. 

Next morning we got into a flat valley, shaped like a Y, 
coated all over with a thin saline incrustation, and all the 
bushes frosted with a hoar powder that gave it exactly the 
iippeanmce of deep winter drapery, while the sun was 
toasting everything to a cinder. When we came to the 
toil of the valley the river left us in a sou^erly sweep, and 
can<med through the mountains in a very narrow precipi- 
tous channel, our tail slanting northerly over the brow. We 
took our nooning spell before we commenced the ascent, 
and pr^ared a lot of logs to key or prop the wheels at the 
rests. Though the range was steep it looked narrow, so 
Ihat we calculated we could easily accomplish the crossing 
in the evening, lightening as much as we could by packing; 
nevertheless, it was a task of infinite toil t6 both man and 
beast to gain the top of the first elevation; cm attaining 
which, far from having smrmounted all difficulties, we had 
to slide down with ropes and double-locks into a rocky 
defile, wha-e we kept jumbling and jolting until dark, and 
took two hours of moonlight before we got to the end of 
it, where we were met by another steep and rugged ascent 
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I should have heen inclined to stop here till daylight if 
there were any grass or hramhles on which the animals 
could hrowse ; hut there was nothing save hare rocks and 
stones. It was nearly twelve o'clock when we got to the 
top of the other ridge: the moon shining out witib glorious 
effiilgence in the midst of a starry host that studded the 
clear hlue firmament, forming a radiant canopy, not fire- 
quently heheld along the humid shores of the Atlantic, 
while its rays were reflected hy the white crystal-covered 
plain below, which lay spread out, like the vast winding- 
sheet of a dead world, at the hase of the lofty peaks, whi<3i 
cast their sombre shadows across the crooked river, resen>- 
bling the mighty mausoleums of an extinct race of giants^ 
standing in silence and solitude in this unfrequented re- 
gion, making a truly sublime scene, mellowed by the time 
and the circumstances under which it was surveyed. It 
took us some time to crawl down the mountain hips: the 
beams of the morning sun shedding their light beyond 
the range we had just crossed before we formed our camp; 
and as we reposed in the shadow at its base, it was a gor- 
geous spectacle to look out upon the sparlding desert, as 
it became gradually tinged with the rich red hues of moro- 
ing, deepening momentarily in coloiur, until it seemed at 
length to dissolve into an ocean of liquid vermilion. 

We had a late breakfast this morning, and did not get 
" a-roUin' " until nine o'clock. There was no novelty in the 
appearance of the country: sterile and barren as usual, and 
the dust as smothering; several of om* company showing 
symptoms of ophthalmia, and all suffering from hacked lips. 
Little ulcers were also observable in some of the horses' 
noses, which alarmed me very seriously lest they should 
become aggravated into glanders; but I found they healed 
up by being frequently washed in a weak solution of alum. 
Portions of the plain we crossed to-day were composed of 
an earth almost as white as chalk, and baked so hard that 
neither the horses' hoofs nor the waggon-wheels made the 
slightest indentation on it. But the beams of the burning 
sun were reflected from its polished surface with a roasting 
intensity that almost dried up the sources of existence, for 
what with a fire above and a red heat below, without a 
zephyr to cool the fevered Itmgs, or temper down the blood 
in its arterial manufacture, I feared some would surely sink 
under it. What would we not have given for a wide-spread- 
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ing Kme to nestle for a little while within its delicious 
shade ; - but there was not a twig on the river bank where 
we nooned; while, to add to our miseries, we now detected 
an a<md taste in the water, which smarted our cracked 
hps most terribly: it being evidently strongly impregnated 
with alkali. 

We derived very little benefit or enjoyment from our rest, 
and had another sharp evening's task before us, in the cross- 
ing of another bank of mountains, which were not very 
elevated; but what they lacked in height they made up in 
breadth and other difficulties, for the ravine through which 
the pass lay was filled with loose sand, in which the wheels 
sank eighteen inches. The river canoned here again in a 
southern direction, and so close to us that I had the curio- 
aity to visit it. There was a space at each edge where it 
first entered the mountain, but as it got towards the centre 
it washed the very walls of the precipice on each side : the 
aperture above looking like a mere slit, not large enough 
.to let dovni sufficient light; for the chasm through which 
the waters hurried was as dark as Erebus within. We got 
to our camping-groimd this evening in better time, but 
both men and animals were enervated and weakened by 
the sultriness of the day, and all as white as millers from 
the fine dust. Those complaining of sore eyes were now 
very bad, as well as those with dehcate lungs, and om' lips, 
1 must say, were in a very unkissable condition. The river 
water was so bad this evening, that wearied as we were we 
dug a well, into which the water came plentifully through 
a porous soil; but of the two it tasted worse than the other, 
being even very disagreeably perceptible in coffee, and only 
palatably cold with any relish by an admixture of cream-of- 
tartar. 

Next day we travelled almost without deviation close by 
the river bank, but could in many places have made a more 
direct course than by following its bends, only that the 
artemesia was altogether impenetrable. In spots during 
the day we met bushes of wild currants, sm^ and tart, 
^nd £rom that very quality, being a good anti-scorbutic, I 
recommehded each mess to pull as many as would make a 
;^ood pie, which we found palatable as well as wholesome. 
A lot of Indians kept dogging us all the morning, and the 
river being deeply fiinged with willows, it was clear they 
purposed following us till evening, to see and get a shot at , 

N ^.y.u.^u.y )gle 
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our stoek; but we mani^ed to disperse them in great alaisi, 
by leaving six men in a diy gully at a pcH&t of the ri?er 
round which we went, taking a southerly slant, knoviog 
that, if bent on misehief, they would pass yeiy dLose to this 
angle. About half a mile farther on six more men dr<^ 
pad down quietly in the tall sage, the waggons and horse- 
men going on without any pause. Just as we anticipated, 
the Diggers, about thirty strong, shaved the point, without 
perceiving the men in their rear, and as soon as they got 
midway betwixt both parties, each arose, charging them at 
a run, shouting and roaring lustily, and firing a few shots 
over their h^ads. Oh! it was a scene worth going a dis- 
tance, but not the whole distance, to see the fri^tened 
sav£^es running as if their lives were at stake; jumping 
franticly in the air at each report, and clapping their 
hands on the spot, in anything but a deriave mood, as 
they got some grains of heavy shot in a certain qoarter. 
We continued fiie pursuit until we were positively over- 
come with laughter; whenever we saw them sladtening 
their pace in ^e least, accelerating it again into fiill speed 
by a discharge from a rifle in the air. 

We arrived early in the evening, and a lov^y one it was, 
at an elbow of the river, where there was the finest feed we 
met for some weeks : rich grasses, thickly interspersed with 
clover. Influenced by this temptation, as well as a desiie 
to give the cJiefs de cuisine fedr time to get their confectioDeiy 
in a state of perfectabUity, I consented to stop for the nig^; 
but as we were regularly circumvented by willows, the re- 
mainder set about scouring the brush, to see if there were 
any lurking Diggers, that we might serve them with lati- 
tats : none being found, we sat down to a recherche supper, 
all things considered; but our sore lips, inflamed eyes, and 
irritated lungs, were a sad drawback to oiur enjoyment of it 

The work next morning was harassing: getting throng 
broken groimd, where the loose sand was so very deep the 
wheels sank almost to the naves; the poor mules panting 
and struggling knee-deep in it, while at a heat that would 
roast eggs. In one hollow it became so bad, that our best 
team gave in, refusing to move one inch; we therefore 
caught all the loose animals, and packed them together 
with the riding horses; but even then we were obliged to 
double team for over a mile, coming back for the other 
waggons, which caused considerable delay; and as ^ 
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di^fitiight ammals were so jaded, I left the packs on iintil 
we came to our camping-ground, turning in my mind for 
immediate proposition a project I foresaw would be forced 
uiK)n UBy sooner or later, and being inevitable, I tbpught it 
better to anticipate it So, when we halted, I called the 
general attention to the condition of our animals, remind- 
ing them of the distance we had still to travel, and the fact 
that i?vithin that distance lay the two prime obstacles of the 
entire journey: the crossing of the desert, beyond the 
Sink of Humboldt River, and the great Sierra Nevada, 
which, as they were aware, could only be surmounted by 
teams quite up to the 'mark. I therefore called upon each, 
not only as he valued the stock, but his own life, to consent 
to have the loads revised, and everything cast aside that 
was not absolutely indispensable : clothing as well as food. 
This, I must do them the justice to say, they cheerfully ac- 
qtiiesced in; agreeing to appoint a man out of each mess 
as a committee of inspection, who were to decide and ap- 
portion the load of each, what was to be carried and what 
was to be rejected; I, as captain, being allowed a casting 
voice. 

It was computed we left Independence with twenty-two 
hundredrweight each, which it now was supposed had been 
reduced to twelve hundred-weight Of this, on a patient revi- 
^on, and calculating the number of days the journey would 
yet occupy, allowing ample rations for that period, and for a 
fortni^t alter our arrival, to give us breathing-time to look 
about, we came to Ihe conclusion that five hundred-weight 
from each might be thrown away ; for, together with a super- 
abundance of provisions, we had many useless superfluities 
in the way of dress, ammunition, &c. which could be easily 
replaced in California. To begin, we went through the 
bacon, culling the worst, and weighing one hundred-weight 
from each waggon, together with one hundred-weight of flour, 
and a proportion of biscuit, dried peas, beans, and raw cofiee, 
of which we made half the complement, completing it with 
powder, lead, shot — of which we had a most inordinate 
quantity — ^boxes with extra tools, and a set of lumbering 
gold*washers, that were very ponderous, and took up a great 
quantity of room. We weighed all accurately with steel- 
yards, leaving to each, as nearly as we could adjust it, seven 
hundred-weight, everything inclusive. The bacon, flour, 
&e. we packed in a nice heap, strewed over with ^iUows 
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and rushes ijo protect it from decay, in case any emi^nlBtB 
not so amply provided as we were should require them; 
but the powder, lead, and shot were hove into the lii^er, 
lest they should fall into the hands of the Indians, aad 
prove a source of annoyance and destruction to those who 
might follow us. 

Seven hundred-weight was a handy, portable load, one 
would imagine, and easily managed with six mules; but they 
were so enfeebled by unremitting harass, hot sands, sultry 
weather, and precarious food, that they moved it along with 
a greater effort than the twenty-two hundred-weight at 
starting. We calculated, also, that the revised loads wonld 
be still further reduced by two himdred-weight when we 
reached the base of the Sierra Nevada, whifeh, if need arose, 
could be altogether carried on the loose and riding anini^ 
in packs, making out rather a favourable case for eroasmg 
that formidable range. There was another matter thit 
gave us not a little uneasiness: it was the state of our 
wheels; for since we began coming down Humboldt Eirer, 
being constantly immersed in hot sand, the felloes und 
naves shrank, liie tires loosened, and the spokes rattled 
like a bag of bones ; but we resolved to manage by wedg- 
ing until we got to the Sink, where we intended submerg- 
ing them in water, to swell them out, before attempting 
the desert, as we could not possibly devise any mode of 
cutting and welding the tires. 

The business of arranging our loads fully occupied us 
during our three nooning hours, but afforded us ail infinite 
gratification to feel we had been easing our faithful animak 
of a large portion of their burdens, and that, too, witiunrt 
obliging om^elves to forego a single necessary that we 
were accustomed to use since we started. Dining our 
afternoon's drive we were not so much retarded with deep 
sand, but the hght dust was, if possible, more annoying 
than ever. There happened to be a few pair of green 
goggles amongst the party, which were given to those 
suffering most from ophthalmia; and those aflflicted with 
coughs wore a sort of mouth veil, made of some scraps of 
cambric we fished up in our finery. We were fortimate 
enough, in the course of the afternoon, to fall in with » 
perfect orchard of wild currants, and pulled a most pto- 
tiful supply, of a much better description than those we 
got before, which called to mind Jereniy_Diddler*s cAer 



FROM NEW YORK TO CALIFORNIA. 197 

braled apostrophe: "Be of good cheer, oh ye clamorous 
boweki" 

The exertion of liftmg and weighing had an evil effect 
on my wound, which now began paining me excessively, 
.assnniing so angry a look that I was yet apprehensive of 
poi«®n, &ough ttie heat, the constant exercise, and the bad 
tone &£ system, were of themselves reason enough for the 
inflammation. I rode with great difficulty, but looked for- 
ward to some relief from tihie suppuration that was fast 
forming, aided by fomentation as often as opportunity 
offered. Being tmable to move about as usual, I appointed 
a deputy pro tern, to look after camping-grounds, &c. to 
whom 1 generously yielded up all the large emoluments 
of the office. He located us this evening in very good 
quarters, as far as grass and water were concerned; but 
there was a forest of willows that left me very ill at ease 
as to ihe safety of the stock, and the men were so fagged 
that they were too lazy to go about searching through it 
for Diggers. 

However, after supper, seeing some tall willows moving, 
without a breath of air to cause it, as no volunteers offered, 
I ccuised all the shot guns to be loaded up with heavy 
duck, and fired into the thickest places, not with a view of 
kyiing any skulkers, but to frighten them from their lairs. 
The i^et made a great rustle, cutting through the crisp 
leaves and withered branches, producing no effect at first; 
but after two or three discharges the willows began to shake 
and shake more violently; on seeing which we raised a 
wild hfdloo, and fired a volley in quick succession ; some 
darting into the scrub, which was now shaking like a 
barley-field in a stiff breeze. Presently a plop was heard 
in the water; and then another, followed by a succession 
of plop, plop, plop, plops, caused by the Indians jumping 
into the river to gain the other side : affording us an exhi- 
bition of aquatic feats in ducking and diving that would 
draw crowds to th^ Cremome Gardens ; for being afraid 
to go out OH the opposite bank, as the river was so nan'ow, 
they kept diving down stream, followed by us on the banks, 
saluting them with shots the moment they popped their 
heads over water, exactly after the fashion of a water-rat 
hunt in a mill-race, until we saw the poor devUs were fairly 
exhausted, when we drew back, and let them get out as 
they listed. I think the lesson prevented the same ^p^^tele 
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from making any fmiher predatoty attenqifts during 4^ 
season; and I know, if only ordinary caution is used, safety 
would not only be insured, but those wretched salvages be 
altogether cured of their annoying habits. 
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Another Surgical Operation— Obliged to take up my Abode in a Waggon— Time for 
Beflection — A Waggon Dream — Volcanic Indications — Spectral Waltzes — Shoot 
some Sage-hens — >Bitter bad Water — Get into the Saddle again — Petrified Fongi 
and Volcanic Debris — AppalUng Sterility— Diminntion of the Rivor— TfalckmsB 
of the Water_The Ashy Dnst— Misa Mitford's Definition <^it— Opfattafaais in 
the HoTMB— Allnvial Bottom— Mileage in the Wildemeu—DttoeiTed as to th0 
Sinlc — Frigidum Line — Ulcerated Sore Throats— Appearance <^ the AnimalH 
Meagre Diet — Crippled Appearance of the Caravan— Magical Influence of Golden 
Anticipations — Pimping Indians — Mowing with Case-knives — Diggers come 

. amongst us unawares — ^No Hostility— Get them to Work — Thdr Mode of wear- 
ing English Apparel — Make oar Hay into Trusses, and divide it — ^Volcamc Evi- 
denoea — The Sink of Humboldt River — ^Description of it — Order of Travel 
across the Desert — Befiactions on the SufTerings of those who will oome later in 
the Season— Account of their ^re Character — Humboldt Sivor free ft«m ttt 
Musquito Torment. 

I AROSE from my bivouac next morning in such pain iJMt 
I resolved anticipating the breaking of the tumour by lan- 
cing, and got one of my friends to perform the surgkal 
operation by puncturing it deeply with a sharp knife. The 
discharge was immense and the reUef immediate; but my 
professional attendant strictly interdicted riding, and got a 
bed fixed for me in my waggon, which gives me an excuse 
for abbreviating jny accoimt of this day's travel, though, 
from what I could see through the clouds, it did not difier 
in any respect from that which we passed since we struck 
the river. 

It gave me leisure for multifarious reflections touching 
the past, present, and future. Poverty-stricken Ireland* 
without a potato to dig; Humboldt Eiver, with its mis- 
chievous Diggers ; and wealthy California, with its golden 
diggings; and I thought, as I dozed off into a slumb^, th«t 
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I itras in ^e Tall^ of the Sacramento, with a legion of the 
"hereditary bondsmen," who were "tossin' up the yallow 
^ay/' as they called it, on the points of their spades, shout- 
ing, "Hurrah, my boys! the working-man's summer is 
come at last; we can get gold now, when the lords and 
squires are unable to reach it; the wheel has. gone its 
round; bone and sinew now beat titles and professions; 
maybe we won't pay off our score of the nashunal debt, and 
repkle the union, and set up for ourselves in raal eamist, 
in ould Ireland, with the sky over it:" and as they amassed 
their piles of treasure, they would at times pull off a stock- 
ing, and filling it with dust (not the dirty macadamised 
trash), tie it to Sie tail of a nmaway steam-engine just going 
to start for Carricknagat and Drumiscabole, to leave it with 
Peggy and the childher, and a trifle for poor Master John, 
to help him over the bad times, though he used to "pound 
the catde for the rint." And while they were thus em- 
ployed, a tall, gaunt, whey-coloured chap, with a broad- 
brimmed hat and epitomised inexpressibles, stalked into 
the midst of them, and said: — 

" I reckon that ar gold is none o' youm." 

" I reckon your mother rayred you in a hard summer, 
ould Paywattle," said Paddy Burke. 

"Mind, Mend, if you realise what don't belong to you, 
you must pay our free and enlightened government thirty 
dollars a montt: that's a fact." 

"Send a sweep," says Paddy, "up thim nostrils of yours, 
a&d laam to sp^e like a Christian. What call have you 
to it more nor us? If the Mexicans was bate, who bate 
th^n? Wasn't the Merrican armee all Irish boys from the 
ould country? So none o' yer Yankee boastin' about whip- 
pin' iMm five to one ; and to hell with your tax, Mr. Bare- 
bones ! we'U dig our bellies full." 

One word "borried another, my darlint," as Mr. Burke 
would say, "tiU down came the possay comet-at-i^, when 
the fun began in raal earnest, and maybe the tax-men didn't 
get Thulahogue's payment, more kicks nor ha'pence :" 
waking your humble servant iii the row. 

The train, pulled up to noon in a kmd of peninsula, 
wbere the river runs close under a high hill, covered from 
top to bottom with volcanic debris and sharp vitreous 
gxsvel, that wounded the worn-down hoofs of the animals, 
caasijag them all to move tenderly. We contmu^jgir 
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route in a direct line towards a distant line of wiUows, 
which indicated the course of the stream, avoiding a round 
of at least three miles. The plain was sparsely covered 
with sage, but marked with immense spaces of saline in- 
crustations, thicker and more firm than any -we yet met, 
not even breaking under the wheel. The effects of a whirl 
wind were cin:iously observable as it passed down the valley 
on the other side of the river along the base of the moun 
tains ; but while it was sucking sage and sand in tall spiral 
columns into the clouds, and wheeling them along in rapid 
mazes and stupendous gyrations, like huge spectres waltzing 
to some uhearthly music, we had not an air stirring on our 
side. As we approached the river again we were inter- 
cepted by a thick grove of sage, that debarred all progress 
without the aid of the axe ; but it was not much of a job,, 
being narrow; and we were recompensed for our trouble 
by flushing a flock of sage-hens, from which we picked ou?t 
three brace, making a most agreeable addition to our cus- 
tomary supper. 

The water of the river, now clearly shrinking, both by- 
evaporation and absorption, was positively bitter of alkah, 
preparing us for an increasing deterioration as we pro- 
ceeded : not a very consoling look-out for imacclimatisei' 
travellers, already suffering from its modified effects. The 
only cure left us, and one which we resolved pushing to the- 
extreme, was despatch. All our ailing men were growing 
worse and worse; and lest the example I set them of riding 
in a waggon should embolden others to look for a similar 
indulgence, I made up my mind to resume the saddle next 
day, let my pain or suffering be what it might, as the lighter 
the load ilae greater the impunity from travel ; and even 
half a day saved from the trials of such a march would be 
cheaply piu-chased at so much self-denial. 

Next day I had my charger saddled, but was painfdUy 
puzzled to get into my seat : my woimd, though improved, 
bein^ still much inflamed. We presented rather a novel 
appearance, some with green goggles, others with bandages 
across their mouths, and the remainder with aprons on 
their lips, which were really frightful and disgusting to 
look upon. The river, which heretofore flowed through 
flat bottoms, nearly on a level with its banks, now bent its 
course through high sand bluffs, outside of which our trail 
lay; the general face of the valley, thouj^ more rolling and 
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-broken, was still of the same unvarying character. We 
found in several places large masses of vegetable matter, 
looking like petrified fiingi, which struck me as out of 
place amidst the profusion of volcanic matter scattered so 
thickly around. I was curious enough to take a specimen 
on with me, without being able to obtain a satisfectory 
solution as to their anomalous location; for there was not 
the smallest particle of vegetation except sage beyond the 
bluffs, and even that appeared worsted in the battle of 
existence. 

At nooning time we unharnessed from the waggons 
where they stood on the trail, and drove the stock over the 
sand-hills to the river; but even there the food was very 
indifferent, and the porous banks were fast diminishing 
the river into a paltry stream, now nearly the consistence 
of thin gruel, so ftdly was it impregnated with alkali, and 
nearly at a blood-heat. Taking a hint from the East Indian 
mode of cooling fluids, I sewed up my canteen in flannel, 
which produced a good effect, all the rest covering theirs in 
like manner; the effects of the lye not being so perceptible 
in the cooler beverage. The most smotiiering drive vre 
had yet was this evening's one, over the light ashy dust, 
mixed with the white powder, and which, drifting at times 
from the contiguous incrustations, formed an imponderous 
volatile composition, that, once stirred up, only went to 
rest with the sun, filling the circumambient air with all 
sorts of prismatic hues, and making us smart as it settled 
in the deep chinks in our lips. In some places it gathered 
in waves upon the plain after the subsidence of the winds, % 
like a frozen ocean, reaching the mules' bellies as they 
waded through them at a snail's pace, that threatened 
momentarily to subside into total inaction. I believe it is 
Miss Mitford who designates dust as "mud in high spirits;'* 
but I would, for my part, rather encoimter it in its most 
sullen mood, than while thus disporting itself in cloudy 
mirth and revelry. 

I observed some of the horses this evening running 
water from the eyes, while three more were added to the 
list of men ailing in that way. There was much sighing 
and despondency; but I sought to keep up their spirits by 
tJie assurance that three days more would bring us to the 
banks of Carson River: a cool, limpid stream, fed from the 
pure source of everlasting snow; yet ^ee days' j)rob^on 
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to men in tiieir state looked like eternity. Our camp to- 
ni^t was on the trail, and ^t noon the mulee were driren 
over the saaad-MllB to pasture— euch as it was; hnt not one 
of them, that I saw, went near the water. 

The only change worthy of notice in our next day*s 
travel was, that instead of trarelling outside the sand 
bluffs, the trail crossed them as they receded fix)m the 
rirer, and let us down into a level alluvial bottom, evidently 
the comrse of the river in its swollen state. It was grassy 
in spots, and, to our great relief and delight, free from 
dust; the wheeling, too, was so firm that the mules stepped 
out with new pluck, rattling merrily along, and making us 
forget, in our improved progress, " all the ills that flesh is 
heir to;" fori do conscientiously believe that briskness of 
motion imparts elasticity and buoyancy to the spirits, as 
gloom and sadness always travel by a slow coach, moving 
like a hearse to the graves of gaiety and good humour. 
We made a splendid forenoon's drive of it, opening out by 
ten o'clock into a wide grassy plain, exactly on a level with 
that on which we travelled, and, like it, bounded all round 
with sand-hills. This, I take it, is a lake in high vraiter, 
backed up by the incapacity of the Sink to engorge so un- 
usual a quantity, which convinced me we were approaching 
it, making me sanguine enough about reaching it that 
ev^iing, although somewhat beyond the distance which, 
acooFding to apocryphal data, we had to travel; but in 
those imexplored regions a miss of a few miles might not 
be wondered at, when, on turnpike-roads at home, Hodge, 
wbo has been bom and living in the parish all his life, mil 
give an answer a few miles wide of the mark to an inqtiiry 
as to tiie distance to yonder village. 

We nooned on the western verge of the basin; thfe river 
" becoming fine by degrees and beautifully less," and the 
water more deplorably bitter; but I kept alive the gay 
temper of the party by promising rations of brandy and 
water in the evening. The shoeing on one of the waggons 
got so loose towards evening that we had to pull up and 
wedge it all roimd ; indeed, all were in a very shaky state 
for getting over the Great Sierra Nevada. However, I knew, 
when I got amongst brooks, and rivulets, and snow-drifts, 
they would quickly regain their usual dimensions. The 
Muffs again a^^roached the river, but Left us a nice level 
^Irack to travel on, wliere we stepped out, I can assore yofi. 
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as if we earned the mail, without kicking up a dttst either, 
having no turbulent or ambitious fly travelling round the 
nave of tiie wheel. Stiff and aching as I was, I rode for- 
ward a good distance, hoping to have an agreeable surprise 
for my companions by announcing the Bink; and was very 
neariy betrayed into the mistake on coming within view of 
a large tract of reeds and bulrushes, without any open line, 
amongst them that I could see indicating the coinrse of the 
river. Before, however, I turned about to return, and hail 
them with the glad shout, I rode round to the north-west 
side of the rushes, and there, to my disappointment, I 
found the odious river again emerging, running through a 
fertile hollow, where I chalked out our bivouac for the 
night. I alit and stretched upon the ground to await their 
arrival, and was in a sound slumber when they came up, 
calling for the brandy. The instant after the animals were 
liberated a brimmer was served round to each, and drunk 
off without the contaminating admixture of any of Hum- 
boldt's water; after which, we all turned on with a satisfied 
feeling, arising from the distance we made in the day.'s 
journey, together with the expectation of reaching ihe Sink 
on the morrow. 

At breakfEist next morning several complained of sore 
throats and difficulty of swallowing. Having been myself 
a martyr to that ailment for a few years of my life, I un- 
dertook to prescribe for them. They arose from ulcers 
formed in the glands, produced, as I beheve, by the use of 
the bad water, and the constant gulping down of the dust. 
The coffee this morning — augh! it was not drinkable, 
being more nauseous by far than a decoction of senna and 
salts. A few mouthfuls of the cool fluid from our canteens, 
and a little bread, constituted our meagre meal, as I in- 
duced them to refrain from bacon in consequence of the 
thirst it would be siu-e to engender. The appearance of 
the animals was anything but gratifying; all of them being 
tucked up in the carcasses from tiie want of drink and 
food, seeming stupid and heavy; nor was there enough of 
meal to afford them gruel without trenching on the stock 
Ifttd by for the desert, which I held sacred. Altogether 
the caravan in every branch — ^men, animals, and waggons 
— was in a very seedy and unsound state ; more nearly re- 
sembling a batch of invalids crawling in search of an hos- 
pital, than a band of adventurous travellers charging the. 
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great Sieirra Nevada to jump into the golden valley of the 
Sacramento. But this load-star, and the anticipated luxur 
ries of those fertile regions, teeming with delicious fruits, 
and decked in floral rohes of undecaying loveliness, kept 
up the flagging spirits, and begat an energy which, although 
the pure offspring of hope, largely increased our physical 
abihtiea. 

We were again troubled with the dust to-day, but not to 
the same extent of some days back. However, the wheel- 
ing was sound and good, leaving little of a draught when once 
the waggons were in motion. My wound was considerably 
better, which enabled me to ride without much pain; so I 
started forward to examine the coimtry with three other 
horsemen, expecting from every little rise to see the long- 
wishgd-for Sink before us. We saw numerous moving 
specks along the hills to northward, that we knew were 
Indians, which restrained us from going too far in advance, 
lest they should be disposed to give us a "Koland for our 
Ohver," in remembrance of the ducking a few evenings back. 
About nine o'clock we came to another rushy swamp, not, 
however, fully answering the description of the Sink; but 
from the fine patches of grass that were growing about it, 
we stopped to await the waggons, and commenced cutting 
it with our knives, and tying it in bundles, to provide food 
for the desert, in which, by the accounts given by the few 
who have crossed it, we were not to expect any oasis or 
hospitable spot. 

We staked our horses, and were stooped diligently at 
work without a suspicion of any sort; but after a little, a3 
one of us stood up for a rest, as the tailors do, he saw we 
were favoured witii the presence of about thirty Diggers, 
sitting quietly on their haunches, looking on at our pro- 
ceedings. Our first impulse was to run to our rifles ; but 
the pacific posture of oiu* visitors, and their nods and smiles, 
forbade the apprehension of danger. After a minute or sa 
one of them rose, and held out his hand for the knife, 
making signs that he would cut grass if I would give it him. 
I accordingly handed him one, signifying my satisfaction; 
and at it he went like a good workman, laughing immode- 
I'ately at the idea of his new employment. On seeing him 
go on so well I made signs to him that, if he got the others 
to help him, I would give them something for their trouble 
when the waggons came up : a proposition th^r^assented 
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to with alacrity ; those to whom we could not fiimish knives 
pulling it up by the roots, so that in a short time we had 
our hay harvest in a very forward state. I kept my promise 
with my dingy mowers, giving, in addition to his food, to 
the Indian who led the way, a red flannel shirt; not, I must 
admit, in the most healthy condition. They were all 
mightily pleased, and eager for another job on the same 
terms, the shirt appearing to tickle their fancies amazingly , 
though the gentleman to whom I presented it got into it in 
an unfashionable manner: inserting his arms through cer- 
tain apertures in the armpits, and permitting the sleeves to 
hang down empty, like those on hussar jackets: evidently 
showing he was unaccustomed to haberdashery decorations. 

There is one torment from which it is exempt, so far as 
my experience goes : that is the musquito persecution ; but 
why it is so I cannot divine, for those poisonous insects are 
generally hatched in hot suns from the decayed vegetable 
matter of swamps and sloughs, which abound all along its 
solitary pourse. Nor can the mineral properties of the re- 
gion have anything to do with their absence; for the Platte 
runs through an alkaline soil, and Bear River empties itself 
into the Great Salt Lake amidst the buzz of their detest- 
able music. 

I made most elaborate efforts by signs, shrugs, and nods, 
with a liberal admixture of winks, to ascertain the where- 
abouts of the Sink, without being able to make them com- 
prehend me. But I was enabled to form some idea of the 
distance by learning jfrom them that " the great hills were 
only three suns' distance from us," which they indicated by 
pointing one elbow into the air, then looking up at the sun, 
and describing the segment of a circle three times with the 
fore-finger of the other hand. A sun, according to their 
pantomimic meaning, measures about fifty miles, the dis- 
tance they can travel in a day, which would leave the 
Sierra Nevada one himdred and fifty miles distant, and 
the Sink consequently very contiguous. 

We divided our trusses into four lots, assigning one to 
each waggon, and resumed our journey without taking our 
fall spell, in our anxiety to reach the Sink. Passing over 
a sharp gravelly bottom, fiill of flinty vitreous particles, 
very severe on the feet, round the hip of a low black 
mountain, so volcanic in appearance that you would ima 
gine the fires had just been quendied J[<;)|;.% koM^i^th 
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rocks and scoiise looking as cindery tts if just drawn from 
a furnace. From this we had a full view of the low sand 
ridges and marshy swamps that engulf the final drihhle of 
Humholdt Eiver. We passed round to the south-west side 
over an immense haked plain, without shmh, or sand, or 
gravel, perfectly hard and unpleasantly white, paining the 
vision -as it reflected back the sim's rays; and halted close 
by the reeds, along which there was a wide saline incrus- 
tation, and an abominably foetid stench. The Sink, I 
could see, swelled into a lake in the rainy seasons, covering 
the plain over which we passed wkh an imbroken sheet of 
water; but at present it was composed of a parcel of stag- 
nant ponds and sloughs, without the slightest eddy that 
would give the idea of a sink or swallow-hole, so that I 
am inclined to think the waters are principally, if not alto- 
gether, carried off by evaporation, except what is subtracted 
by the absorption of the dry thirsty sands about the district. 

The moment we arrived we commenced taking off the 
wheels and submerging them in the swamp tiU evening, 
wh®a we were to start agsdn, the order of progress for 
crossing the desert being one night's march; a morning 
pause, to let the animals eat the grass; another short stop, 
to give them gruel at noon; and ^en, ho for Carson River, 
witibout a halt! The distance was sixty miles; but about 
ten from the Sink there are some sulphur springs, where 
the water is somewhat drinkable; there we arranged to fill 
our four water-kegs to make gruel for the stock, and our 
own canteens, which was all we were to expect. We ap- 
prehended great difllculty in keeping the faint trail in the 
dark, but agreed to take it in turns of two, to walk and act 
as pilots; ^ nerving ourselves for the undertaking by the 
conviction that twenty-four hours more of imflinching par- 
severance would extricate us from our miseries, and bring 
us within rea^ of that imappreciated fluid: more precious 
in our suffering condition than the imtold wealth of Cali- 
fornia. 

Duimg the afternoon, as I thought over what we en- 
dured in coming down Humboldt Eiver thus early in the 
season, when its waters were good for over half the dis- 
tance, I f^t horrified while reflecting on the fearful trials 
that awaited the unfortimate emigrants in the rear, -wiio 
would not probably reach it imtil that advanced period 
when, from source to Sink, it is little better than a strong 
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solution of alkali; many of those, too, travelling by slow 
ox-teams, that at the lowest computation would take one- 
third longer in accomplishing it than we did. I regarded 
it as a task next thing to impossible, and lamented to think 
it involved the fate of many an imconscious emigrant. 
Subsequent events fully justified my fears ; for I afterwards 
heard from packers who arrived at California late in the 
year, that the banks of the Humboldt presented a truly 
shocking spectacle; being marked by the perch, for the 
entire way, with rotting carcasses of mules, horses, and 
oxen, and many a moipd, showing the last resting-place 
of poor fellows who sank under the fearful pangs of thirst, 
shrivelled to death imder a burning sun, with only poisoned 
water to wet their fevered lips. 

Some, who were able to bear up under those trials, lost 
all their teams, and were compelled, as a last resource, to 
take such packs of provisions as men in their enfeebled 
state could carry, with a journey of near five hundred miles ; 
the desert and the Sierra Nevada still before them. It was 
not unusual to see a devoted mother staggering over those 
burning plains, carrying her helpless offspring on her back, 
when drooping herself firom sickness and exhaustion. All 
of those, every soul, would have inevitably perished only 
for the charity and humanity of stronger and mora foiv 
tunate travellers, who shared with a cheerfiil alacrity ev^ry 
i^cessary they possessed; some of them, in their imeaku* 
lating bounty, reducing themselves to the same level of 
destitution, from which they in turn were only partially 
rescued by an extraoFdinary effort of the government, who 
sent firom California, on being apprised of their condition, 
supplies of provision and animals to carry them to their 
destination. Yet this is the river of which Colonel Fremont 
says, in the extract already quoted, "that it possesses quali- 
ties which, in the progress of events, may give it both value 
and fame, having properties that give it a prospective 
value in future communications with the Pacific." Fame it 
already has, of a dreadfiil and lugubrious character; but 
how it can ever be valuable as a means of communication 
with the Pacific, subject to such excessive alternations as 
it annually experiences — at one season swollen beyond its 
banks in an impetuous current, and then subsiding into a 
ropy puddle — I am too stupid to discover. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



The Wheels braced by Immersion-rFace the Desert in good Spirits— Blhiding Dost 
—The Sulphur Springs— Heat of the Morning Sup— Grand Exhibition of Mirage— 
Dreadftil Toil— Withering Heat— Insensibility of some of the Men— Impatience 
of the Steele while getting their Gruel— Temporary Insanity— Simoom^ Its Pro- 
vidential Effects— Hurrah!— Carson River— The Science of Guzzling— Conduct 
of the Insane Men— Scenes of the Desert— Heartless Conduct— Whence the Name 

' of Carson River— Its Course and Peculiarities— A Day's Rest in Paradise— Re- 
covery of the Invalids— Colonel Fremont's Description of the Great Basin. 

At one o'clock we had our wheels on, mules to, and every- 
thing ready for the desert march. The wheels were aJI 
the better for the immersion, being braced as tight as 
drums, and free from the slightest rattle : a comphment I 
am imable to pay the men and animals, who were as lank 
as gentihty itself. However, the fulness of spirit made up 
for any corporeal shrinking, for they all responded to the 
order "March," with as obedient an alacrity as. if going to 
witness a review. We soon left the greenish confines of 
the Sink in a south-westerly course, and got out on the 
shores of the sandy ocean, calculating to reach the sulphur 
springs before dark; but we got in amongst the still biUows 
of the light ashy earth which I have before described, that 
retarded us very seriously; the mules, being Uterally obliged 
to breast through them, made the dust rise in such dense 
clouds that it well-nigh suffocated us, and completely 
blinded us as to the track. We had near three miles of 
this nuisance, and by the time we got through, the mules 
were panting from exhaustion, and snorting or sneezing 
convulsively from the effects of the quantity of stuff lodged 
in their nostrils and inhaled in their breathing. 

Owing, I suppose, to the watchful sagacity of the mules, 
it so happened that we did not go much aside from the 
trail, which we soon regained by a slanting course to the 
north-west; but in consequence of the delay in the soft 
sand, it was ten o'clock when we reached the neighbour- 
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hood of the sulphur springs, which we would have un- 
douhtedly overrun, only that the mules set up a most dis- 
cordant braying, which warned us of their proximity. We 
watered those in harness without disengaging them, leaving 
the loose ones to help themselves, but the water was too 
strong of sulphur to permit of their taking a long drink. 
We filled our kegs and canteens after taking a few sips, for 
neither the nose nor palate relished it much. We got on 
very well afterwards during the night, the sand being tole- 
rably compact, and the light from &e twinkling stars being 
sufficient to point out the trail. At the first gray blink of 
morning we took out the mules and unharnessed them, that 
they might enjoy a tumble, giving them the grass, and 
taking ourselves a stretch for an hour: the time appointed 
for the guard to call us up. 

The red sun was peeping over the eastern mountains in 
our rear when we arose to eat a biscuit moistened in 
sulphur water. I expected to have seen the peaks of the 
Great Sierra Nevada, but the hazy horizon of the sandy 
waste hid them from our view, leaving nothing to be seen 
but sand, not even a solitary plant of artemesia marking 
the unvarying surface of the desert. The sim 'fired up with 
great intensity, and so very early as eight o'clock, struck 
with a glow tibat made us quail at the idea of its meridian 
vigour, and causing us to have frequent recourse to the 
stinking liquor in om* canteens. I admonished all to hus- 
band it, bad as it was, with miserly care; desiring them to 
try the expedient of carrying a pebble in their mouths, 
which generated a secretion tiiat modified the thirst. We 
got on at a round steady pace, averaging threQ miles per 
hour, until ten o'clock, when we met a district of soft sand, 
not of the imponderous sort, which strained the sinews of 
the honest mules to their utmost extent, making it painfiil 
to look at the steadfast creatinres as they worked determi- 
nedly along; for the labour was so very distressing, that 
even the loose stock got through it with considerable 
exertion. 

We had an opportunity this morning of witnessing, I 
think in its most copious and magnificent form, that won- 
derful illusory spectacle of mirage : first in the shape of an 
extensive lake, tlie placid and translucent bosom of which 
was dotted over wifiii islands, beautifully wooded and grace- 
fully reflected in the glassy waters ; its picturesque shores in^ 
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dented with shady bays, and haadsome peainsulas jutting 
out at points, finely timbered with stately trees. Then, 
like the mo^g of a stupendous panorama, the waters 
passed away to make room £or the semblance of a mighty 
city, surmounted with domes, and spires, and columns, 
obelisks and minarets, opening into vast archited^ural vistas 
and enchanting boulevards; where triumphal arches, frown- 
ing towers, and gorgeous pagodas were successively dis- 
closed to view; and a& those melted into haze, the sylvan 
suburbs swelled ravishinglyon the sight, revealing majestic 
pai^ and umbrageous avenues, that alluringly invited us 
to their cool, delicious shades. But this is a tame and in- 
adequate description of the superb illusion: the marvellous 
grandeur of which is alike beyond the powers of the pes 
to describe or the pencil to pourtray. I thou^it for the 
time I was on enclumted ground: forgetting in my admir- 
ing amazement the arid desert and its biusaing liomus. 
It is a curious fact with regard to mirage, as -showing how 
much more largely the brute than the man is ^[idowed 
with mere instinct, that while the reasonijig (sr^eature is fre- 
quently deceived in the exercise of the sense of vision, the 
dumb b^ast is never for a moment at fault. We often sav 
what we could have sworn was water, and would have be^ 
betrayed into a phantom hunt, had it not been for the o- 
lem^e of the mules, whqse superior sagacity could deteet 
its neighbourhood without the corrobomtioli of a glimpse. 
After two hours of dreadful toiling through the loose hot 
sands we emerged on a hard plain, broken in places^ bat 
devoid of a particle of any sort of vegetation. This wis a 
great relief to the draught animals ; but the direct flames 
of the solar fire seemed absolutely to curl around us, creat- 
ing a wavy visible sort of atmosphere, as if we were moving 
through transparent smoke; and this at length produced a 
state of insensibility in some and madness in others: four 
of the men coming up to me and demanding water in a 
most peremptory tone, as if I had a supply, and denied 
them access to it. About twelve o'clock we halted, to ad- 
mini^r the gruel to the animals ; but th^^e were only seven 
men out of the entire able to lend a hand. Some were 
howling for water, and some threw themselves in a fieunting 
state under the shade of the waggons. I never felt mys^ 
so nearly overcome ; and only through a great effort I made, 
feeling that, as the conductor of ^e c<Hnpany, it was in- 



FBOM NEW TOBE TO CAUFOBSTIA. 311 

ciunbent eo. me to set a good example, I also should have 
sank in the struggle. As soon as ^e pooa* brutes in har- 
ness hefflxi ihe gin^ng of die wafcer from the kegs, they 
iMuyed, as I thought, m a piteous tone, saving, ^Oh.\ let 
us haye some!" while the others pressed around, being^ 
with difficulty restrained from trampling on us while we 
were draining it off; and it was a matter of no smaU trouble 
to give eaoh his basin, from the nuuiner in which the others 
would poke into it. 

This done, the word "Move!" was passed; but I fbimd 
one of tiie teamsters altogether incapable of driving, and, 
sore against my grain, had to place him and the two insane 
men in the waggons : the latter having beeome so restless 
and outrageous that I was reluctantly coiistridned to resort 
to the disagreeable alt^native of tyiiig them down. Those 
who were under the waggons did not appear to hear the 
cxdeTy nor eould they be got to heed its iteration until the 
waggons were mov^ on, and they were left exposed to 
tiie sun, wh^i dieyaroae, but in a dreadfully enervated 
state. I knplored, I exhcHrted them to stmg^e on for two 
hoara more, y^^aen we would vemsh. relief; but they were 
deaf and insensibte, and had to be lifted into their saddles. 
At length we all got in motion, and three of tiie least 
ed^tausted men rode ahead on oar best hcnrses, with diree- 
ti^is to j^um and meet us as soop as possible wi^ vra,ter, 
wMch I knew fr(Hn the time of trayel could not be mc»re 
liian ten or twdiT^ miles off, unless we missed our vcay: an 
idea 1 would not entertun, for it invobred ouar entire de- 
struction. 

Soon after tiote men started, a small black eloud aaose in 
the nartk, and bef<»e it attained any great niagnitude, a 
^^nng air of vnnd was felt passing us by, followed in iJie 
distance by a line of dust extending along the entire hori- 
am. I nefer heard of a simoom ooi the North American 
eootinent, but I had seen the effects of a whixlwind, and 
thought there was one now rushing upon us, fit>m which 
there was no shelter noar escape ; the only thing to be done 
being to back liie waggons in a line to it, and await its fury 
and results. Before, however, the evolution was fully made, 
it came upon us witli a roaring violence, driving lie sand 
betoe it in elouds and waves liiat soon raised it in a drift 
to ^e hei^it of the waggons; the nmles amd horses, cow- 
ling, bad^ed into the shelter^ while the roof was torn 
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completely off 6ne waggon, and carried out of sight like a 
feather. It had not been raging quite five minutes whei^ 
heavy drops of rain began falling; the wind abating a§ 
they increased into a copious deluge that drenched every- 
thing, quenched our fever, and entirely resuscitated the 
animals, producing all the effects of an internal draught; 
the greedy pores of the skin absorbing it instantaneously, 
for the shower was not well over when the satiu^ted gar- 
ments were as dry as touchwood. The poor creatures in 
the waggons derived some relief from si;icking the waggon 
sheets, and with one accord we raised our hands and 
thoughts to a beneficent Providence, returning tlianks for 
the timely deliverance. 

All now felt endowed with fresh vigoiu*, and were quite 
independent of succour when the men returned froia 
the river, reporting it only four miles distant; at the 
same time pointing out to us the line of planting peeping 
above the sand bluffs, so that within one hour and a half 
we were driving down the slope to Carson Kiver. Before 
it appeared in view the loose stock ran madly past us, 
dashing into the coohng current until they were nearly 
a-swim. The mules in harness also made a rush to be off ; 
one team actually succeeding in breaking away in conse- 
quence of the weakness of the teamster; thus upsetting 
lie waggon in the stream, damaging everything it con- 
tained, and very nearly drowning one of the insane men 
who was tied in it. Some of the men appeared to have as 
little self-control as the brutes, and kept swiUing goblet 
after goblet until I thought they would burst. I permitted 
the insane men to crawl out, and went down with them, 
lest they should go beyond their depth; but instead of 
approaching the water, tiiey both lay down in the wet sand 
as with one impulse, and commenced scraping it over their 
stomachs precisely in the same msginer, endeavouring, you 
would fancy, to imitate each other in all their actions and 
incoherent ravings. I got each to drink a small cup of 
water, and had them removed to their tents, administering 
to them some cooling medicine, which produced a very 
quick and sidutary effect. 

We remained where we were for the night; the whole 
duty of standing guard, cooking, &c. devolving on myself 
and two others ; the remainder, and those in regular rota- 
tion, protesting their utter inabiUty to do so. It was par- 



FROM NEW YORK TO CALIFORNIA. 2 IS 

ticiilarly hard on me, having been on duty the night before; 
but I was so elated at having got over the desert in safety, 
that I made no scruple about.it; though I must admit my 
eyes were unwilling parties in the undertaking, giving me 
incessant bother to keep them in a state of active co»-ope- 
ration. 

I heard from the same parties who gave me the infor- 
mation respecting Humboldt River, that the scenes, and 
occurrences in the desert even transcended the others in 
melancholy horror; the whole line being marked with 
putrid carcasses and deserted waggons,' while the air was 
fiUed with the moans of the dying, the wails of the suffer- 
ing, and the wild screams of the maniac. , Few, if any,, had 
teams in a state to take them over the barren waste at one 
flight, the nine-tenths being obliged to wait in the middle 
of this oven, and send on 3ie animals to recruit for a few 
days; when some few, who were in a position to do so, 
commenced a trade of packing small kegs of water on their 
mules, and retailing it at exorbitant rates ; but their hearts 
less extortions drove the sufferers into a united exertion to 
sink a well, which was rewarded by a moderate supply of 
tolerable water. I have no manner of doubt, that had we 
proceeded without lightening our loads, we would also 
have been obliged to halt; for even with what we carried, 
we had very little indeed to spare. 

Carson River takes its name from a celebrated moun 
taineer called Kit Carson, who from his earliest years 
evinced a great disposition for roaming amidst the wild 
scenes of this unexplored country; a leaning he afterwards 
indulged in to the fullest extent, anticipating the discove- 
ries of scientific research, becoming thoroughly familiarised 
with Indian habits, and personally known to* many of the 
tribes, over whom he exerts a great influence. He gave 
his name, as in this instance, to localities, from being the 
first to find them out; aiding the government of bis coun- 
try in making amicable treaties with warlike Indians ; and 
is now, I believe, in the employ of the States in some 
capacity connected with the sphere of his experience. 
Carson River is a handsome, clear stream, and has its 
source in the regions of perpetual snow, flowing down the 
eastern flank of the Sierra Nevada, and like all the rivers 
issuing from the mountains in the circumference of tha 
Great Basin, obeys the general law of losingyitseK ^in^%lalte 
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of its own formation. It aboonds in salmon-trout, and has 
a course of about one hundred miles, ivith a fine bank of 
aUuTion running along it the entire distance on each side, 
save where it canon^ in the mountains. 

The morning after our arrival we moved about five miles 
up the river, into a glorious meadow of clover and rich 
nutritious grasses, shaded wilh gigantic oak and cotton- 
wood trees, imder which the stock fed with comfort, there 
being no brush or imderwood to interrupt diem. I denned 
it prudent to remain here for two days, to allow them to 
pluck up for the last great task — ^the crossing of the Sierra 
— ^giving those who had & penchant for light-coloured linen 
an opportunity of exclaiming, with Hamlet, "Ay, there's 
the rub!" There was a nice shelving sand-bank on our 
temporary domain, sloping into the stream beneath the 
stem of an overiianging oai, over which the tiny waves of 
the limpid current chased each other in smiling sportive- 
ness, wooing us into their chaste embrace with resistiess 
witchery. This was the favourite haunt of all; here we 
baliied, and rolled, and lolled, and paddled, cleansing away 
in the pure stream the abominations of the Humboldt, and 
drinking deep draughts of health and vigour at this primi- 
tive dispensary; so that, within the forty-eight hours of 
our sojourn, ^e general improvement was as astonishing 
as it was delightful. . 

Once over the desert, although still nearly ninety miles 
from the great Sierra Nevada, I regarded myself as at the 
rim of the Great Basin, a brief description of which I will 
transcribe from the condensed memoir of Colonel Fremont, 
already quoted from, showing how exactiy it tallies in the 
general character with the^ description I gave of it in the 
foregoing pages : — 

"East of tiie Sierra Nevada, and between it and the 
Bocky Mountains, is that anomalous feature in the conti- 
nent, the Great Basin, the existence of which was advanced 
as a theory after my second expedition, and is now estab- 
lished as a geographical fact. It is a singular feature: a 
basin of some five hundred miles in diameter every way, 
between four and five thousand feet above the level of the 
sea, shut in all around by mountains, with its own system 
of lakes and rivers, having no connexion whatever with the 
sea, and only partiy and sparsely inhabited. 

" The general character of the Great Basin is that of a 
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desert^ b^rt ivith great exceptions, tb«re being many parts 
of it fit for the residience of civilised, people, and of tbese 
parts the Mormons have lately established themselves in 
one of the largest and best. Monntsdn is the predexninat- 
ing feature of the interior of the basin, with plains between; 
the mountains wooded and watered, b^ arid and sterile; 
the interior mountains conforming to the law which governs 
the course of the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra Nevada, 
ranging nearly north and south ; and present a very imiform 
character of abruptness, rising suddenly fi-om a very narrow 
base of ten or twenty miles, and attaining an elevation of 
two to five thousand feet above the level of the coimtry on 
which th^ stand. They are grassy and wooded, showing 
snow on their summit peaks during the greater part of the 
year, and affording small streams of water from five to fifty 
feet wid«, which lose themselves, some in lakes, some in 
diy plains, and some in belts of alluvial soil at their base — 
for these mountains have very uniformly this belt of allu- 
vion, the wash and abrasion of their sides — ^rich in excellent 
grasses, fertilfe and light, and loose enough to absorb small 
•streams. Between tiiese mountains are the arid plains, 
which receive and deserve the name of the Desert. Such 
is the general structure of the interior of the Great Basin : 
more Asiatic than American in its character, and much 
resembling the elevated regions between the Caspian Sea 
and Northern Persia. The rim of the Great Basin is mas- 
sive; ranges of mountain, of which the Sierra Nevada on 
the west, the Wah-Satch and Timpanogos chains on the 
east, are the most conspicuous. On the north it is sepa- 
rated fi:om the waters of the Columbia by a branch of flie 
Rocky Mountains, and from the Gulf of California on the 
south by a belt of moimtain ranges, of which the existence 
has only been very recently determined. 

"Snow abounds on them alU in some, on their loftier 
parts the whole year round; with wood,, and grass, and 
copious streams of water, that sometimes amount to con- 
siderable rivers, flowing inwards, and forming lakes or 
sinking in the sands. Belts or banks of good sdluvion are 
usually found at their bases. The interior of the Great 
Basin, so far as explored, is found to be a succession of 
sharp mountain ranges and naked plains, such as have been 
described. These ranges are isolated, presenting siunmit 
lines broken into peaks, of which the highest are between 
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ten and eleven thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
They are thinly wooded, with some varieties of pine (ptnttt 
monophyUus characteristic), cedar, aspen, and a few other 
varieties, and afford in places an excellent quality of bunch 
grass, equal to any found on the Kocky Mountains. Black- 
tailed deer and mountain sheep are frequent in these 
mountains, which, in consideration of their grass, water, 
and wood, and alluvion at their base, may be called fertile 
in the radical sense of the word, as signifying a capacity 
to produce or bear, and in contradistinction to sterility. 
Sterility, on the contrary, is the absolute characteristic of 
the mountains; no wood, no water, no grass; the gloomy 
artemesia, the prevailing shrub. No animal except the 
fleet and timid antelope : always on the watch for danger, 
and finding no place too dry or barren which gives a wide 
horizon for its view and a clear field for its flight Few 
birds are seen on the plains or mountains. But few Indians 
are found, and these in the lowest state of human existence, 
being not in communities, but in the elementary state of 
families, and sometimes a single individual by himselt 
except about the lakes, stocked with fish, which is the pro- 
perty and resort of a small tribe. The abundance and ex- 
cellence of the fish in most of the lakes are characteristic, 
and the fishing season to those Indians is the happy season 
of the year." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

start from Carson Riyer...Abridged Edition of the Deseri^First View of the 

Great Sierra Nevada—Innocent Reflections — Laudable Foriiearanoe Doubt and 

Anxiety — Removed by Patience — Indian Mischief— Sad Retribution — No Alter- 
native — Appearance of tlie Country — Indian Troop — Tlidr Errand— Tlieir 
Views — Carson River again — Can't catch Fish— Indian Footprints — Tangle4 
Trail — Volcanic Debris — Surprise — Some Indians — Their Terror — Their 
Loathsome Loolc — Trail over Cinders and Clinkers — Its Effect on the Mules and 
Waggons — Full Profile of the Great Sierra Nevada — Ito Grand Appearance — 
Lovely Valley — Gigantic Pines — Fremont's Description — Our Camp at the Moun- 
tain Base— Indian Visit— Trade for Trout— They Dissemble thehr Skill In Arch- 
cry — Method of Drawing them Out — More Fish next Morning — Indian Mode of 
Getting into English Apparel — Romantic Emotions — Yankee Definition— Passage 

of an Awful Canon — Description — A 6reak-down — The Crossing of the Torrent 

Reed Lake— Reach the Foot of the Pass — Its Impracticable Look— What the 
Horses think of it — What the Mules — Preparations for the Ascent. 

On the morning of the fourth day after reachmg the Carson, 
we started, in improved healtli and spirits, to accompHsh 
the last great stage of our long and trying journey; travel- 
ling close to and parallel with the river for six miles, we 
then separated, holding oinr course due west, it taking a 
southerly sweep amongst the mountains. As soon as we 
left it, we lost the grass and the level trail, and became 
encompiEissed once more in the gloomy wilderness of arte- 
luesia, with a long, trying rise to ascend. The path was 
uncommonly rough, and would have shaken the wheels to 
pieces, had we not left them soaking in the river for two 
days. From the point at which we left the river to where 
we expected to strike it again, the distance laid down in 
our way-bill was twenty-five miles : an abridged edition of 
the Desert the whole way, without water or grass : making 
the day's journey thirty-one miles; quite long enough on 
good roads, but certainly too far, if it could be avoided, over 
such loose rocks and stones, and sharp gravel as lay in our 
way. From the siunmit of the rise we got the first good 
and distinct view of the Great Sierra Nevada range, stretch- 
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ing beyond the scope of vision north and off south, with 
pointed snow-capped peaks between ns and the land of 
promise, reminding me of days gone by, and garden walls 
capped with glass to prevent naughty boys from stealing 
the rich fruit beyond them ; but greedy lu-chins climbed 
the garden walls and plucked the frnit, and avaricious men 
8cal^ the glaciered ridges of the mountain, and were 
gathering the treasiu-e that nature enclosed so jealously. 

There was nothing grand or striking in the immediate 
scenery; but there were precipitous passes too numerous to 
mention, which I would have been glad in the earlier part 
of my journey to have had to descant on, but the reader 
and I have by this time become too familiarised with 
scenes of the sort not to concur in the opinion that it 
would smack of book-making were 1 to give even kit-cat 
portraits of such common places. This day was not so 
insufferably hot as usual, which induced us to forego our 
nooning rather than run the risk of not gaining the river 
before dark. The animals, too, were working well up to 
their collars, which gave us anotiier plea for doing so. As 
we consumed the afternoon every eye was looking anxiously 
to the south, to see where we might again expect to meet 
the Carson; but the very close and unbroken look of the 
mountain chain in that direction did not appear to leave 
any aperture for it to come through, and the distance 
round the extreme point was such that it would be quite 
impossible to get up before night. We mechanically fol-« 
lowed on the trail a considerable distance in this suspense : 
all agreeing that we might not expect to find the river until 
we reached the mountain point; but just as the vote of 
coincidence was taken, we were pleasingly convinced of 
our error by the opening out of a dark glen in the moun- 
tain-side, through which it forced its way, and was travel- 
ling all the time of our disputation almost within ear-shot 
of the debate, on the other side of a high sand bluff, wbeate 
we 'fixed our camp. 

Before dusk we were startled by our stock rushing 
up fi^5m the river edge in a terrible fiight, the cause of 
which was soon apparent from an arrow, as ill luck would 
have it, in the neck of the bell-mare, which, when looking 
back on the %haft with the feathered end sticking out, 
wheeled round and round, as if to avoid and shake it off; 
then, snorting in affright, galloped forya^purtv^fogawed, as 
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a matter of conrse, by the remainder of the animals, some 
of which at length coming in contact with it, broke it off 
close by the fle^. It was high up in the crest, and ihere- 
fore not dangerous, scarcely bleeding a drop; b4t although 
she permitted us to catch her, she would not allow us, all 
we could do, to extract it; so we let her rest until morn- 
ing, turning our attention to the perpetrators of the out- 
rage. 

The ni^t was pretty clear, with the moon a quarter old, 
when six men volunteered to cross the river about half a 
mile down, where, spreading out over a wide, gravelly bar, it 
became shallow and fordable. The mare having become 
peaceable, the stock commenced feeding again, while we 
returned to our tents as if nothing had occurred, watching 
at the same time closely. Soon ^ter it was evident there 
was something astir, for the animals all raised up their 
heculs, looking towards the river, and almost at the same 
moment four distinct shots were heard on the other side. 
On running down, our comrades shouted over to us that 
two of the wretched Indians were killed out of a party of 
eighteen or twenty. It would have given me gratification 
if they were crippled or wounded, as they richly deserved 
some punishment for such acts, but the hurrying of two 
unfortunate souls into eternity for huntmg a dumb beast, 
lay, I must say, with sad concern upon my conscience. 
However, it must be allowed, that imless such conduct is 
checked, by making summary examples, the lives and 
properties of hundreds of emigrants might be sacrificed 
by having their teams destroyed, and being thus disabled 
from reaching their destination. 

We separated from the river early next day, again taking 
a line to the mountain point remarked the evening before. 
The path here was perfectly level for eight miles, and free 
from obstruction of any sort. But as we advanced detached 
peaks started into view all around us, having no connexion 
whatever with the Sierra. They were of pleasing configur- 
ation, grassy, and partially timbered to the tops, but none at 
taining an elevation to retain the snow-caps. After passing 
the point, the trail descended an incline for about five 
miles, bisecting in, a dark line an immense white tract, 
that shone like snow in its glossy whiteness, which, at the 
distance, I took for a large saleratus lake dried up by eva- 
poration. When about half-way down the slope a con- 
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siderable body of mounted men were seen riding at a rapid 
pace across it, whom I distinguished by the glass to be 
Indians: perhaps on a mission of revenge. I was sick 
at the thought of blood since last night, but, neverthe- 
less, it was a duty we owed ourselves to guard against 
danger; so I called on the men to prepare, but to be cool 
and steady. 

The Indians had by this time come pretty close, and 
were driving before them an unbridled horse, with a short 
staff carrying the American flag fastened in an upright 
position to the horn of the saddle ; a few of the Indians 
being partially clothed in civilized attire, I concluded we 
had nothing to apprehend ; neither did they fear anything, 
for they rode right up to us before they pulled a bridle. 
The chief of the party, speaking some English, told us 
they came direct from California, from the valley of the 
Sacramento, and were in the employ of Captain Sutter^ 
who despatched them on their present errand to the head 
of Humboldt Kiver, to meet Mrs. Sutter, who was on her 
way out, and to conduct her to the settlements. He gave 
us minute particulars respecting the remainder of the 
route, and news of great encouragement about the mines; 
dismounting, going through the form of picking and wash- 
ing, showing us by a measure of gravel in his hand, how 
much we could gather each day " to work good," but wam^ 
ing us to be on our guard for "bad Indian, as he loU 
mule;" a piece of advice we all along anticipated. Tbey 
took their leave without a^ing for anything (a very unusual 
occurrence for an Indian), but I suspect Captain Sutter 
fitted them out so liberally they were not in want, for ihey 
had a number of well-laden pack-horses with them. 

The white space we saw from the eminence was a stra- 
timi of clay whiter than chalk, and polished hke statuary 
marble : excessively hard for about two inches in d^th, 
after which it got gradually softer. From this we ascended 
to a mountain gap, whence we had another view of Carson 
Eiver, which was here heavily timbered, reaching it at five 
o'clock, after a march of twenty-five miles. On watering 
our stock, we found the sands everywhere imprinted with 
the bare-foot marks of Indians, employed, as we supposed, 
in fishing, from the number of fine trout we could see in 
the clear stream ; but they studiously avoided us, though if 
they had brought us fish to exchange we wouM^have ^^ven 
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&em a liberal trade.. Their coyness made us all the more 
watchful, especially from what Sutter's Indians told us; 
however, they did not molest or annoy us in the least. 
We spent the evening in angling, some with baits and 
some with flies, but we did not get a solitary nibble, 
though we could see those fastidious trout coming up to 
survey our temptation, and then turn contemptuously away 
— a sad disappointment, for we had laid our accounts for 
great fish feasting on the Carson. We also tried the net; 
but the waters were so clear they saw all our movements, 
and evaded om* machinations. 

We stuck closely to the river the next day, following it 
through small canons and thickly-wooded ravines, where we 
were obliged to precede the waggons with knives and saws to 
cut a passage through the tangled brush that was so twined 
across om* path, with nothing but an Indian foot trail, as 
to be otherwise impervious. In some of the open places 
on the banks there were temporary huts erected; the spaces 
about them were strewed with fish heads and bones in thick 
profusion, demonstrating the abundance, and showing, too, 
that they must have been of a good size ; but as yet we 
could not lay eyes upon an Indian. The river at length 
bent between two lofty hills, along the base of which the 
cotton-wood trees were too close to admit of a passage, and 
too large to give room for the idea of cutting a line of 
them down; we therefore took a track inclining to the north, 
wl^re the land rose to a good altitude, exhibiting more 
recent effects of volcanic action than we had yet met with. 
We saw plenty of deer-trail in the various deUs we passed, 
and, in the absence of fish, and being now a long time 
without a change of fresh food, we organised a hunting 
party, who diverged from the trail, and were not long gone 
when there arose a loud shout, a sort of whoop, as if in 
close chase, that gave rise to the expectation of a grizly 
bear, as we were now within their territory; but as I can- 
tered to the edge of the break from whence the soimds 
issued, I met three squaws carrying their infants, accom- 
panied by two grown-up children, who immediately set up 
a most piteous piercing cry, and sat down rocking to and 
fro, seeing they could not escape, and fearing each moment 
was to be their last. I got down and sought to pacify and 
assure them, making all the friendly signs I had picked up 
in my travels, but to no pui:pose; they still kept^ rocking 
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and wailing in a most penetrating strain, all but the ^da: 
children, who did not appear much' terrified; standing 
mutely gazing at me during the scene. I beckoned them 
to come to ^e waggons^ which were now at hand, and I 
would make them some presents ; as I could not, however, 
induce them to stir, I went to bring them something, but, 
so soon as I turned away, they darted again into the 
thicket, and I saw no more of fiiem. They were loath- 
some-looking wretches, low in stature, widi long black 
matted hair hanging in ropes over their faces, s^ of a 
flabby habit of body that rendered them peculiariy repul- 
sive. 

Now and then we could hear another htdloo, and finallj 
^two shots sauted our ears, that at flrst startled me, think- 
ing they might have been aimed at the flymg Indians; bnt 
a recollection of our conversation after the late tweedy 
re-assured me, and further coniimaation was soon a^r 
added by the hunters themselves, carrying the carcase of a 
fine black-tailed deer. The hills and country before u» 
had a most scorched and blackened aspect: presenting aa 
appearance a£i if a ' volcano had been flaring-up in ibe 
neighbourhood overnight, and that the stones and stuff it 
had vomited up were barely cooled. They consisted of 
sharp angular blocks, thrown in irregular beds and hes^ 
Mke cinders aaid dinkers around a furnace, and made a 
very unpleasant caaseway; so loosely strewn in places thai 
you coidd see several feet down amongst them, middng it 
dangerous fcH* the feet, and shaking the waggons so tre- 
mendously that one of the axles showed sympton^ <d 
yielding, which rendered it necessary to splice and tie it 
up; while four of the mules got very seriously cut id)Out 
the legs and fetlocks, which made them unfit to continue 
in harness. 

After scrambling over about three miles of this sort of 
road, we struck ^ river again, and went up it a good 
distance, till we came to a low open tract, which it almost 
surrounded; the land appearing as if formed by liie allu- 
vial deposit of the stream, which, from the watermarks on 
the hill's side, we saw covered it completely in the winter 
season. It had a splendid crop of grass, on whidi we 
stopped to noon, and emerging from it by a short narrow 
pass, came into ftdl view of the great range of the Sierra 
Nevada, without an obstacle to prevent the eye fix>m scaor 
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i^g the lowest ledge at the base, up to the highest peak 
in ^ke clear blue azure heavens. It was pi noble and aston- 
ishing spectacle, especially calculated to airest and fix the 
gaze of those only accustomed to behold our little insular 
tumuli. The range was not more than nine miles off, in 
a direct line, but the trail took a south-westerly trend, 
leading into a valley that lay along the foot, embraced by 
the Carson, that bounded it on t£be south and east, and 
which for soil, situation^ and natural charms, eclipsed the 
most highly favoured localities in our journey. I got into 
an ecstatic mood on entering it, feeling as though I stood 
in fairy-land; and in the blissful serenity that reigned 
around, feared almost to breathe, lest the mortal contami- 
nation should dissolve the delicious spell by which I was 
entranced. It looked peacefully hallowed in its Elysian 
loveliness; too happy, too divine a spot for the dwelling- 
place of other than pure imsinful essences, where the can- 
kears of worldly ambition could never take root, or spread 
their baleful influences. The valley is some twenty miles 
long, of an oval shape, reclining on a sweet easy slope from 
the base of tlie Sierra to the river, intersected with nume- 
rous small streams of the most crystal clearness^ flowing 
down the mountain flank ; and the soil is composed of a 
black unctuous loam, yielding verdant crops of clover, and 
lich indigenous grasses, enamelled with beauteous flowers 
of the most delicate tints, like a lovely lawn: a striking 
contrast to the stupendous range of mountains which 
tower above it in the heavens with a peculiarity entirely 
their own : rising immediately from a level sui^face, like a 
pyramid fr'om the plain, their sides covered with gigantic 
pines which partake of their peaky character, and stand so 
far apart, that they feather out below to an immense length, 
and taper upwards with the most miiform gradation tiU 
tJiey terminate in a point formed by a solitary leader. 

Colonel Fremont thus describes ^e range; — " The Great 
Sierra Nevada is part of the great mountain range, which 
under different names, and at different elevations, but with 
much uniformity of direction, and 'general proximity to the 
coast, extends from the peninsula of Califomia to Kussian 
America, and without a gap in the distance through which 
the waters of the Kocky Mountains could reach the Pacific 
Ocean, except at two places where the Columbia and Frazer's 
Biv^r respectively find their passage. The great range is 
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remarkable for its length, its proximity, and its parallelism 
to the sea coast; its great elevation, often more lofty than the 
Rocky Momitains, and its many grand volcanic peaks reach- 
ing high into the region of perpetual snow, rises singly like 
pyramids, from heavily-timbered plateaux, to the height of 
fourteen and seventeen thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. These snowy peaks constitute the characterising fea- 
ture of this range, and distinguish it from the Rocky Moun- 
tains and all others on our part of the continent. That part 
of the range which traverses Alta California is called the 
Sierra Nevada (snowy mountains), a name in itself implying 
a great elevation, and is only applied in Spanish geography 
to those mountains whose siunmits penetrate the region of 
.perpetual snow. It is a grand feature of California, and a 
dominating one, and must be well understood before the 
structure of the coimtry and the character of its diflferent 
divisions can be comprehended. It divides CaUfomia into 
two parts, and exercises a decided influence on the climate, 
soil, and productions of each, stretching along the coast, 
and at a general distance of one himdred and fifty miles 
from it. This great mountain wall receives the warm winds 
charged with vapour which sweep across the Pacific Ocean, 
precipitates their accumulated moistiu^e in fertilising rain 
and snows upon its western flank, and leaves the cold diy 
winds to pass to the east. Hence the differences of the two 
regions : mildness, fertility, and a superb vegetable king- 
dom on one side, comparative barrenness and cold on the 
other: the two sides of the Sierra Nevada exhibit two dis- 
tinct climates. The state of vegetation, in connexion with 
some thermometrical observations made dinging the recent 
exploring expedition to California, will establish and illus- 
trate this difference. In the beginning of December we 
crossed the Sierra at latitude 39 deg. 17 min. 12 sec. at the 
head of Salmon Trout River (about forty miles north of the 
Carson), forty miles north of New Helvetia, and made ob- 
servations at each base, and in the same latitude, to deter-* 
mine the respective temperatiu^es : the two bases being, 
respectively — ^the western base about ^ye thousand feet, 
the eastern about four thousand feet, above the level of the 
sea. The mean result of the observations were— on the 
eastern side, at sunrise, 9 deg.; at noon, 44 deg.; at sun- 
set, 30 deg. ; the state of the vegetation and the appearance 
of the country being at the same time (second week of De- 
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ce&ber) that of confirmed winter: the rivers frozen over, 
snow on the ridges, annual plants dead, grass dry, and 
deciduous trees stripped of their foliage. At the western 
base, the mean temperature, during a corresponding week, 
was, at sunrise, 29 deg., and at sunset, 52 deg.; the state 
of the atmosphere and of the vegetation that of advancing 
spring: grass fresh and green, from four to eight inches 
high, vernal plants in bloom, the air soft, and all the 
streams free from ice. Thus December on one side of the 
mountains was winter, on the other it was spring." 

Our camp in the little Elysium was close under the moun- 
tains, ^t one of the several rivulets : the plain about us so 
profusely covered with clover blossoms that in fact the ani- 
mals could lie down and fill themselves on the spot, it grew 
in such luxuriant abundance. We were busily engaged in 
supper preparations: grinding cofiee, baking buns, and 
dusting some venison steak with pepper and salt for the 
pan, when two Indians came into camp, each carrying two 
glorious trout, weighing, I might say, five pounds each, and 
forpied and speckled without any distinguishable difference 
from our Irish salmon trout. These we got in exchange for 
two tattered flannel shirts, and their equivalent furnished 
a supper that left nothing to be desired. We gave the In- 
dians to understand we would take all they could bring, 
and treated them with marked kindness and hospitality, to 
try and banish their reserve and establish a good feeling, 
which, as far as appearances indicated, they seemed to re- 
ciprocate. They were particularly delighted with the hbt 
buns, but we made them use hard bread for " filling stuff," 
not having enough of the others to spare for a fuU meal. 
After supper some of the men took up their bows and 
commenced firing at a tree, without being able to hit it, 
whereupon they asked the Indians to shoot, which they 
appeared reluctant to do, but, on being pressed, consented : 
firing fully as wide of the mark as their white acquaintances. 
Suspecting, however, that they were shamming, I took a 
bun that was left, and sticking it in the batk of the tree, 
made signs that whoever hit it should have it to eat; on 
hearing which, one of them took up his bow, and without 
any studious aim, drove his arrow right into the dimple of 
the crust, showing clearly that they were disinclined to let 
us see their skill in the first instance, lest we should har- 
bour bad impressions about them. orgtizedbyGoOQle 

p 
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Next BEK)ming, when we were midway down tiie vaH«y, 
we saw a lot of Lidians crossing it from the river, all carry- 
ing fish, which they estdi in ingenious traps made of willow, 
laid in the likely haunts, from which the trout, once in, 
cannot escape. They had upwards of two dozen very fine 
ones, from two to five pounds each; and ahhon:^ I had 
my doubts about their keeping until we could use them, I 
thought it right to keep my promise and take them alL 
Not having buns, we made it up in old diirts, wom-ovt 
vests, and ventilating pantaloons, which one of those primi- 
tive fishermen endeavoured to use in an inverted shape, by 
stiddng his arms through the legs ; and bringing his head 
where his bustle diould be, un-^ we pointed out the ap- 
proved mode of getting into them ; an operation, by ^ 
way, not so veiy easy, from the number of apertures that 
arrested his toes in their descent As yet we oould net 
see any indentation or sign cf a pass, but the Inxl^wMg 
pointed to the river, motaoniittg ikKt by following it we 
woald find the place. On leaving this resplendoit vidk^, 
I looked badL en it as a beantiM pietme I was goingto 
behold lor the last time, and turned from it with a reluctsit 
regret: my h^d and heart filled with idl sorts of romantk 
ax^ Petrardiial notions and ideas. 

The windings of the stream soon again inv<^ved ns 
amid^ MQs'and brc^cen ground, through whidi we wended 
our way to where it took a decided eastern shoot Thero, 
directly before us, gaped the narrow opening, or casicni, 
tteough which we were to pass, I may say, through the 
bcwels of the outer mountain widL It opened at its gofge 
into a crescent-shaped green lawn, on whidi stood a few of 
the most wondrous trees I ev«r b^ield, piercing the cloodiB 
with their pointed tops, while it took three of us with joiBdd 
hands to girth tiieir stems, whic^ measured good twenty 
feet in cipcumference: dimensions I would ha^e regarded 
as incredible before I saw them, or, acecrding to Yankee 
definition, '^so almighty stout Would tire a rat to ran 
round them." The river came foamia&g throng it in brawl^ 
Ing cascades, leaving room enough, such as it vrm, to IxmvoL 
along it for amile, but getting more compressed and ^oonj 
as we advanced, tiie rent and fractured sides so iq^preao- 
matmg that it made one's flei^ creep to look «p mil see 
huge crags suspended, yo« would imagine, by snaflftmNH 
twigs, hundreds of feet aboire your k'^nS^ wm6^ oalj Urn 
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viJbratioa of aiLeeho to break, the fmi ligatures, aiid grind 
joii into eternity;, ^nhile cent cdumns of rock, detached 
&OJXL tbe^ face of the precipice, indined to 8ud^ a degoee 
that the perching of a bird on them would cause a shudder 
lest it might destroy theic equilibrium. The path, too, if 
path itcoijdd be called^ was unpreeedentedly rugged: both 
mules and waggons staggering over confused piles of rocks, 
where a goat cmdd scarcely walk with confidence. SWther 
ahead^the roaring of a large cataract boomed upon our 
ears^ and on penetrating to it, it looked as if all further 
progr86» was^^ at an 6nd« for the hei^^t from which it madly 
leaped appeared inaceesinfale to the footof a climber, much 
less to ih» wheds of a waggon ; but '* auri sacra* fames, quid 
non mortalia pectora cogis?" what looked impossible was 
soon madepraetieaibla; every one ptizing and rolling rooks 
and stones from the top until the semblance of an incline 
ms formed, on whioh we hauled up some of the heawer 
and more eompactrpackages with ropest and afterwaids a^ 
taching them to the waggonj>poles, wi^six mnles and twenty 
men to each, got all but one. safi^ly to the top. This^ wa« 
^ one withi tiw damaged axle, which on thi&: oocaskm 
snapped^ shivering one of the wl^els into atoms^ an acoi^ 
dent there was only one way of deiding witlv for though 
we cosild make and mount a pole or axle, a wheel wa& a 
pqi beyond our abiHty; so I decided on cutting' ^lort tbd 
body of the waggon, and mounting: it on one pair of whe^, 
as abaionce cart; a job winch,. taMng some hovrs, decided 
uaoB eamping'an the spot, and wwkuig all nighty. for it did 
luitsuii being dela^«d in such a.place, without any feed but 
twigs and brambles; Long befioire morning' it was finished,, 
md. we resumed our maiv^ the moment we had li^^ 

About one mile beyand theoataraet the rnrer bent enner 
so dose to the ^de on -v^^bieh. we wens as to render a eross- 
mgf impeiatke; but on examining and »)unding it^ ^m 
bottom was so uneven we did not dai^ventuxe, exoe^^t by 
a iMridge, or filling np the deep> hol6»; wbidiitlatt€a!veiq»e- 
diJBBkt we deeidad odb, and aocomplishedt by rolling ftovx ihe 
Binteffof the raidn&tans npotttotns of rocks and stones, thim 
stri|^»mg and ^oiing'in to adjust IheuK: an undcoiAking that, 
fixHB tiie suah oi tbaitoxreiil^ was truly daoigerouft As soosl 
aa (nm engineer, Me. I > ■ ■ n , pkonoonoed it praetioahle,, 
tfa» aame bxaare isiSkm who>n]iiflto the fast deaoentinto' tha 
caimi(.flali iato. tba saddle of the laa^iu^teaoi^ 
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and forced the reluctant mules into the foaming stream: 
For a little while they went on well, all eyes nervously 
watching, all pulses quickly beating; but before they came 
to the centre the lead span shied it, and wheeled round to 
return. It was an alarming moment, but the driver's 
nerves were firm; had he wavered or relaxed in the least, 
all would have been lost, dashed down amongst the rocks 
with resistless violence; but he held them wifii a cool and 
firm hold, until some men rushed in and caught them by 
the head, straightening them again in the draught; after 
which they pulled out without a stop, all the others follow- 
ing withQut any accident or interruption. After two miles 
more of jolting and jostling we got into an open space, 
with good pasture, where we stopped four hours, to permit 
the animals to make amends for their scant fare the ni^t 
before. 

Inside the outer wall of the mountain we had a delight- 
ful evening's journey, over rolling ground and through 
lovely glens, crowded with black-taUed deer; but as we had 
a stock of venison and fish, and were sure of meeting lots; 
of deer all over the Sierra, we did not disturb them. To- 
wards evening we came to a lake close under the main 
ridges of the mountain, which explorers call Keed Lake, 
from the broad margin of reeds that smround it; and a 
short distance beyond the lake, we came to the foot of the 
steep, where the trail curled up to the formidable pass, at 
the foot of which we halted for the night to make prepara- 
tions for the undertaking. Had we met such an ascent in 
the earlier part of the journey, I fancy we should have 
pronounced it insurmountable, and turned back in despair; 
but having encountered so many dangerous places, and 
overcome so many difficulties, we became inured to hazard 
and toil, only regarding the greatest obstacles as merely 
perplexing, but never impossible; and as this ivas the only 
remaining one, we were resolved not to be stopped, even if 
recoiurse naust be had to the agency of powder. By way 
of experiment, in the evening, just to . see if the animals 
could clamber up, or work in such a perpendicular posture,^ 
I tried my horse with a hold of his lariat; but when I 
brought him to the base of the ascent, he had as little idea 
of facing it as he would have of climbing a jail wall; for, as 
one of the party said, ** It was not oiily right, up and down, 
but leant a little over." I tried to p^^jj^^^bm first, and 
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Aen to whip him; but neither was of any use: he did not 
comprehend me. Not so old Sacramento (the mule), who, 
like a practised hod-man, reared on end as soon as he was 
brought to the base, and commenced the escalade without 
an instant's hesitation: clambering frequently in a position 
that made me fear he would have faUen backwards, until 
he got to a ledge or shelf where there was a narrow resting- 
place. It was quite clear from this essay that we could 
not calculate much on draught, when the animals would 
find such difficulty in getting up themselves ; so we were 
dl reconciled to the alternative of dismounting the waggons, 
and hauling them up piecemeal by ropes, only determining 
iirst to try one in the usual way, and, if it foiled, then to 
resort to the other mode. We occupied ourselves till a late 
hour in making our loads into portable packs, to get them 
up in the first instance, and completing all other matters, 
such as greasing the wheels, &c. 
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CHAPTEE XX. 



CommeDoe the Ascent — Horses Encouiaged by the Htdesto makei&e Trial — A 
Displaced Rock cxoses theiDeatb of one of the Horses — ^The Danagea and DIffi- 
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WaggaaB-^Danger.fiximitfae Rocks -MQing down — ^DepknUe Aootdent-aliaae 
'two SMe^>i.FhilA the Task—Make a Call on the Echoes of tbelUerra Nowada 
Whiter ^oeaery hi the Bog«4a78 — Paddy Blake's Rem a rk . P eeeiTed •» to tha 

• Summit of the Range — ^Drop into a Fertile Valley — Ascents and Descents — Tha 
Region of Perpetual Snow — Snow Stairs — Cold Nights — Adopt Indian Tactics- 
Description of the Mountain Scenery — Measurement of some Trees — Grizly Bear 
and Family — Moonlight Travel through the Mountain Pines — No Fruit: no 

: Birds — Fertile Basin — The Manzanita — Indian Foray — Pleasant Valley — Call. 
fomian Quail— Chilian Gold-Diggers — The First Sample of the Veritable Stoii; 
and no Mistake — Thebr Account of the Diggins — Dry Digghis — Average Retoma 
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Grateful Feelhsgs at its Termination — Seal up the Property of our Departed 
Comrades — Acquaint their Friends of thdr Melancholy Fate — The Contemplated 
Railway from the States to the Pacific — Distance Table from Independence to 
San Francisco. 



At daylight we tied light packs on ajl the loose animals, 
and drove them to the ascent, at which the horses stopped, 
as if they could not believe us in earnest; but when they 
saw the mules climbing, they also made the attempt, while 
we kept shouting and cracking whips below, not daring to 
follow them exactly, from the quantity of gravel and stones 
they rolled down in their efforts to get up, which eventually 
caused the death of one of the horses : a fragment of dis- 
placed rock coming tumbling down, hit him in the fore- 
head, when he fell back and was killed; another horse and 
a mule also fell backwards, but escaped with some bad 
cuts and bruises. As soon as they reached the first ledge, 
we tightened all the packs and commenced the next, whidi, 
being tortuous and amongst timber, was less difficidt; but 
still very steep, and in portions excessivel;[^crag^, beitig 
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sam^ the longest of any. This -we snrmoraited without 
any accident: tTvro others (one nearly as bad as the first) 
still remaining. The third we also got over, after dirers 
slips and falls, which brought us to the border of the 
sjaowy coaifines, having here rocJrjr shelves to ascend, with- 
out any covering whatever, and scarcely enou^ of in- 
equalities on their surface to afford any foot-holds for tiie 
animals. We had infinite trouble with the horses before 
we could get thejaa to try it, and many of them would have 
turned back if they dared, after they had got up a bit, for 
they ^anced tremblingly^down over their shoulders. Some- 
times one of them slipping would fall and come sliding 
down, knocking others, off their legs^ which it required 
great sprawling and floundering to regain; and others 
eQaning to their knees, remained like fixtures^ fearing, if 
they stirred, they should come rolling down the whole way. 
Near the top there was a very ugly turn, round the fieice of 
aperp^idicular rock, with a dreadftd chasm below, through 
which a roaring torrent was impetuously hurrying. The 
loose animals passed it easily enough ; but, on measure- 
ment, I found there were not more than seven or eight inches 
to spare for the waggons, should we succeed in gettiag 
tiiem up so £bx. Once past this, the rise was mssre gEadazal, 
stxjA led through a skirtmg of enormous !pine ii^ a gap, 
over which, on each side, there were low peaks, capped 
with snow, and also deep beds of it in amongst the timber, 
fer below the level at which we then were. There was a 
bubbling well springing firom the rock in tiie hollow of the 
ga|> : the purest and most colouiiess wsier I ever saw, which 
nmde the teeth ache as it entered tiie mouth. This, with 
same tiafts of grass growing in the chinks of the rock, and 
an enormous half-bmiied pine, felled I. suppose by E^it- 
ning, determined nxe on choosing the place for our camp, 
being near^ too, to the summit of the first ridge. 

We unpacked aU the animals, leaving the horses behind, 
firom their being indifferent mcxuEtaineers, and descended 
again only with the mules for the remainder of the load- 
ing, as they did not require over two hands to drive them. 
Tto rest of the men remained to aid in the first waggon 
attempt, which we commenced with five pair of mules, and 
long ropes made fast to the fore-carriage on each side, 
wMeh were carried up and hitched round trees above, with 
mi^i to take in the slack, and hold what they got at each 
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stop, to prevent it pulling back the mules as they paused 
to breatlie ; from the point of the tongue, also, a rope was 
passed up, which twelve men hauled on, leaving next thing 
to nothing of draught. Under this modus operandi we 
made the trial, and got on with remarkable success; the 
chief annoyance and danger being occasioned by the rolling 
down of rocks and stones, which did inflict some nasty shia 
euts. The fourth ascent was with the wagons, which was 
by far the worst; for over and above the bad turn there 
were no trees within reach to coil the ropes roimd, leaving 
everything to depend on bone and sinew. Immediate!}' 
after the start one of the centre span had a fall, which, if 
it had occurred higher up, would have been ruinous, most 
probably, fatal; but in the second effort they got up to the 
tinrning all safe. H^re it was necessary to shorten the 
team, otherwise the leaders would be round out of sight, 
and beyond all control, just as the waggon would be in the 
most dangerous spot. We consequently took off three 
spans and got roimd in safety, with very littie space to ^)are; 
for I was curious enough to measure, and found the outside 
wheels traversed on an average within four inches of the 
giddy edge. We brought back the same team for the 
second waggon, and to my great grief lost a pair of them 
on the last ascent: the waggon at one of the stops over- 
powering the men and dragging the team back with awfol 
violence. One of the mules had a hind leg broken, and 
the knee-joint of the other was so lacerated that the inner 
membrane was perfectly stripped, rendering both useless, 
and causing them such torture that death was a reHef ; so 
I had them both shot, which was the only bad accident we 
had, getting up the third waggon and cart with compara- 
tive handiness. 

All up, we took off our hats and made the echoes of the 
Sierra Nevada acquainted with the mode of cheering in 
good society, which, their want of opportunities considered, 
they imitated with very commendable accuracy. Few would 
have thought, as evening closed upon us in our eyrie, 
sitting shivering around a pine fire that would roast an 
elephant, with blankets and buffalo robes on our shoulders, 
encircled by the hoar lineaments of winter, and the lurid 
flames casting their murky tinge on the spotless drapery 
just above us, that we were in the middle of the scorching 
dog-days of July; and while our friends at home were 
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' laaaguidly sucking sheny-cobler through their straws, we 
were boUing the kettle for a bubbling tumbler of hot brandy 
punch; "the great wonder being," as Paddy Blake once re- 
marked, " that it was so much coulder up there, so much 
more konvaynient to the sun." 

In our innocent simplicity we now regarded ourselves as 
on the summit of the Great Sierra Nevada: imagining we 
could step on the morrow into the glittering Valley of the 
Sacramento, and commence business at sight. Next day, 
jhowever, as we got through the gap, we descended into a 
valley, but not the one we set our hearts on, which did not, 
however, lie near so low as that we ascended from ; never- 
theless, we had frightful bumping and sliding before we 
got to the bottom. It was surrounded with snow-capped 
peaks, the soil being most fertile, watered by a good sized 
river, but where it found its exit I did not stop to inquire. 
We crossed it in a due west course, and woinad up the 
opposite ridge in a serpentine maze, through a thickly- 
Avooded forest of enormous pines peculiar to the region; 
and after attaining a great elevation we sidled round its 
southern shoulder, and descended into another sheltered 
valley far above the level of the one we lately left. Here 
we halted to noon, as we saw the trail crept up a ridge to 
westward of us that penetrated into the regions of perpetual 
snow, and above which none others seemed to peep, so 
that we set it down as the great dividing range of the chain. 
We commenced our ascent at twelve o'clock, packing the 
saddle-horses as well as the other stock, and got on excQed- 
dngly well till we came to the snow:' the nature of the side 
admitting of the trail taking such long winds that the in- 
clination, except in a few places, was not excessively sharp. 
On coming to the snow, the ascent was so abrupt and 
smooth I sent twelve men ahead, picking foot-holds for 
the animals, the others remaining to haul on the ropes and 
assist the mules; and as the wheels had no obstacles to 
theck -them or jolt over, and the mules, with admirable 
sagacity, took advantage of Uie holes to stick their feet in, 
we went up with great expedition, having all up in time 
enough to descend on the other side to a camping-ground 
below the snowy limits. 

We had another piercingly cold night, and in addition 
to the potatory expedients usual in such extreme cases, we 
were driven to adopt the Indian tactics of building two 
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enormous £rea, and Bleeping between them mtibout tents. 
We seemed as yet to be in the centre of <a mounitainGBS 
system: peaks pointing up at every point of the compaes, 
and no indication of a vaUey or a contiguous flat ccmntiy. 
There were many trying ascents and descents the next day, 
but our progress was evidently downwards, travelling a 
good deal on the hacks of ridges, and whenever we de- 
scended we were obliged to go stjcaigbi do^wn and up to 
the highest point of the apposite hiU, as irom the sbarp 
peaky conical character of their formation there was no 
such thing as going round the side of than without over- 
turning, unless by cutting a track for tbe waggons, which 
would be too much of a constantly recurring task. You 
can fancy going firom the point of one sugar-loaf to anotber, 
and easily conceive the utter impracticabihty of taking ai^ 
other coinrse with wheeled vehicles ^icept round the bases, 
which, together with being so tortuous, were absolutely 
impassable, firom the dose and matted nature of the plant- 
ing, and the manner in which they wer^e most generally cut 
up by the torrents that rush down from the h^her ridges; 
otherwise those hills presented a most cmrious and pleasing 
appearance: differing in rotundity and altitude, hut all 
shaped according to the same model : and feathered round 
with enormous pines, which, though gigantic, s^peared quite 
in character and keeping with the region in which they 
floinrished. I stepped one of them that had been struck 
down by lightning, which took ninety-three Icmg stepsi 
about two hundred and seventy-nine feet, though a good 
piece was broken off the point, which with what xemained 
of the stump I am sure would make three hundred iieet; 
and yet it was not one of exceeding proportions. 

The hills were ,all com.posed of reddish earth,; the apex 
of a few just tipped with snow, with scarcely any surface 
rocks or stones; .and, except in the hoUaws, .altogether 
free of brush or underwood. Scores of black-tailed deer 
were seen during the day, and right upon the path the 
trail of a grizzly bear, whi(ii, from the numerous smudl paw- 
prints, must have been followed by a large litter of cubs. 
Some of the men ran the trail a long distaiace, witl^t 
being able to bring them to view. We were much incon- 
venienced from the want of water, all the streams being 
quite dry, the ftdl season of the thaw having passed; and 
not meeting a drop all day, I felt anxious, when night came 
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01^ Mid the moon arose in her azure domain, producing a 
truly magnificent effect, as we travelled under her chaste 
cold light for many hours through those vast colonnades 
of nature; the lofty trees seeming to support on their ex- 
trmne points the resplendent canopy ahove, while we, like 
animated atoms, moved slowly along throu^ those stu- 
pendous aiicades. It was past one o'clock when the intui- 
tive braying of the mules proclaimed the proximity of what 
we desired; sh6rtly after which we came to a slender rivulet 
of good water, flowing through a quick shelving hollow, 
very diflftcult to get into, and vastly more so to g«t out of. 
Some of the horses, after several ineffectual efforts, finding 
it impracticable, commenced rambling up the bed of the 
stream, where a party of men were obUged to follow more 
than two miles before a spot offered for extricating them. 

J'rom jthis hollow we ascended a high ridge next morn- 
ing, along the back of which we travelled, in a winding 
course, the greater part of the day, deso^iding perceptibly 
all the time, getting, at intervals a glimpse of the open 
level space to the westward, where lay the Valley of the 
Sacramento; but the lofty trees circumscribed the view, 
and although, from the peaks behind, we saw we had made 
a great descent, there was no vestige or appearance of 
flowering shrub or luscious fruit, with which we heard the 
western slope over-aboimded; nor was there a leathered 
chorister to bre^ the still silence with its notes of wood- 
land melody. 

We came, early in the afternoon, on a "well beaten narrow 
path, like to an Indian tiail, that diverged from the path, 
whidi I had the curiosity to follow, and found it led to a 
nice, eool, shady stream, and throu^ the trees we could see 
an <^en grassy space, which looked tome as if itihad been 
Reared by settlers ; but on entering it I discovered it was a 
natursd basin of rich alluvion, witli a crop of grass and 
clover, fitter for the scythe than browsing on. I went im- 
mediately back and stopped the waggons, fixing the camp 
where they were, and driving the stock to the basin, where 
I left a guard to watch them. Immediately around the 
verge of the basin there were clumps of low bushy shrubs, 
with deep green foliage, bearinyg a profrision (rf red berries, 
(sdled by the natives the Cfdifomian a^le, in botany the 
manzanita (little apple), which sheds its bark annually, 
leaving a handsome polished purple surftiee. The Indians 
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use the wood for arrows, and call it in their language arrow* 
wood. While examining these trees I saw an animal, much 
like our hare in shape, with amazing large ears, and of a 
light gray colour. It did not move with the fleetness of the 
hare, but, when frightened, gave great, high, awkward , 
bounds, very unfavourable to progression. I also saw 
many bear tracks amongst the manzanita, of the fruit of 
which they are very fond, but was not fortunate enough to 
get a peep at the great original. 

Before dark one of the guard came up, reporting the 
neighbourhood of Indians, and asking for additional 
strength, which I willingly accorded, for, having come 
through such an extent of Indian territory scathless, 
mainly owing to our cautious watchfulness, I would not 
now relax on the very threshold of our destination ; and it 
was well I did not, for a considerable body of Indians came 
down during the night, making an attempt to drive off the 
stock ; and no doubt would have succeeded only for the re- 
inforcement. The report of the shots reached the CMup, 
and brought down all hands, but before our arrival the af- 
fau' had terminated. 

About eight miles of gradually descending travel from 
our camp brought us into a level valley, principally tim- 
bered with large white oak and the evergreen species 
(QuercusiUx)) this, as we afterwards learned, is called by 
the miners. Pleasant VaUey. In the spring and earlier 
months I have no doubt that it abounds in features which 
•deserve that appellation; at that time, however, everything 
was s"o parched and burned up, that although the ccmfigu- 
.ration of the country left nothing to be desired, it had an 
•^aspect very incompatible with pleasurable emotions. I 
saw several bevies of quail : a littie larger and much darker 
in the plumage than those peculiar to Britain; the cock, 
too, having a crest, like a cockatoo, which he elevated or 
depressed at pleasure, giving the httle bird quite an im 
posing appearance. 

At the westernmost extremity of the valley (which ex- 
tends five or six miles) we encountered some Chilians on 
the banks of a little stream, which was all but dried up, 
looking for what we came thousands of miles in quest of. 
It is scarcely necessary to state we halted to noon in their 
neighbourhood, to have our long day-dream interpreted, 
and see with mortal eyes the process of picking and wash- 
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ing gold from the common clay. The operations just there 
happened to be on a Umited scale; nevertheless, little as it 
was, it appeared marvellous to us, to see pansful of mud 
and dirt gathered, and after a very short and simple species 
of washing, to find in the bottom of the basins a deposit of 
the veritable stuff itself; after which the doubts and fears, 
which, like the misty vapours of a siunmer's morning, 
hovered and floated over our brilliant expectations, rolled 
away and vanished as the golden sun became revealed. It 
was now nolonger an exaggerated fiction about the treasures 
of Cahfomia; there was g6ld, and no mistake, mixed up 
with the very surface-clay of the coimtry: a part and parcel 
of the soil. The sight of it caused our friend of Goose 
Greek celebrity to go at it again, cheering and hurrahing 
like anything, to the great amazement of the strangers, who 
evidently thought he must have escaped from restraint. 
One of the Chilians, who understood a httle English, told 
us their party were in Weber Creek, about nine mUes fur- 
ther down, and that they came away to look for new dig- 
gings. They gave us a promising account of the gold 
regions in general, so far as their experience went, show- 
ing that any man, who was industrious, would be certain to 
be well repaid for his labours, if his health permitted him 
to continue at it steadily. He also told us Qiat provisions 
were scarce and dear in the diggings; and that mi4es and 
waggons were selling at enormous rates. 

We continued our route the same evening, passing 
through a few miners' huts in a deep valley, which was» 
called Weber Town. Here there was what are called, in 
professional phraseology, "dry diggins;" that is, where- 
miners dig in the dry soil, picking out the particles iromi 
amongst the clay without the agency of water. Of course 
it must be plentiful, and in good sized grains, when the 
eye' can detect them mixed with the red clay; and much 
that is in mere dust must necessarily escape in the first, 
instance, but in the wet season many of them wash their 
heaps over that they dry-picked before, and with very great 
success. I sat for half an hour by the side of a digger, 
watching how he worked, dining which he fi^-equently 
pointed me out particles in the earth, before he picked 
them out, that would certainly escape an unpractised eye. 
He admitted he averaged one and a-half ounce per day. 
working only about six hours. GooqIc 
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About four miles lower down, passiiig tliroogh a hifly 
country, timbered witii oak and fir, we oame to a brandi 
of Weber Creek, winding through an extensive basin, 
openly wooded, but offering good feed along the stream. 
There was an excellent well, too, and a large encasmpmcBft 
of Chilians, Mexicans, and a few Americans from the coast 
Here we also oame to the determination of fixing our quar- 
ters, and'making our maiden essays, pending further inqui- 
ries. Although not absolutely ha the Valley of Sacramento, 
we now regamted our great journey as accomplished, this 
being the 26th day of July; tfius having occupied one hun- 
dred and two days, including stoppages, in getting over 
two thousand and fbrty-three miles ; and feeling inexpres- 
»ble gratitude to that bemficent Being who carried us 
through all the trials and perils^ attendant on it with: sudb 
great success. A& X reviewed in my reflections that ni^ 
all the dangers and difficulties^ inseparable from suds sat 
ardtious undertaking — travelling in waggons over basTea 
and trackless wastes, through tribes of savage Indian 
fording and ferrying broad and rapid rivers, sealing giddy 
heights, crossing burning deserts, and sidling round Mght- 
frd precipices— ^e smcdJi amount of casualities appeared 
tinly astonishing; and although the hardships and priva- 
tions of the«road are a testing ordeal for temper, there wwr 
no misunderstanding of a serious nature occurred through* 
out, though made up, as the pwrty was, not only< ef 
strangers, but of various sects^ and natives .of different 
countries. 

Being, as I may say, in the first flight of the great ovot- 
land emigration, and ihe foremost, too, of that flighty w9 
had many difficulties to contend with from wMdi subae^ 
quent camvans were exempt. For instance, we had to 
i^e most part to break fr^sh paths, whicfh were all the 
more convenient for those who foUbwed; to make cordtp^ 
roy roads across morasses, dig away river banks, cut daws 
and remove obstacles, construct rude bridges^ fbrce ]^tdis 
through craggy canons, smooth the ascent of escaliades, 
ford, and feny over broad' aaid rapid rivers, where f(fflrrie9 
have since been established, and carry provisions for the 
whole route; whereas, now, thwe are various refdeniriling 
depots on ihe route; the great thoroughfare, teo^ rented 
ing the attacks and incursicms of. hostile LsdlMW less 
frequent and audacious; so that, in fiftet^ what wbs tfi> ns^ • 
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jcramey of perpetufd doubt, difficulty, toil, and danger, can 
now be only properly designated as one of weM*iness and 
occasional privation. 

The morning after our arrival I called all the party 
together, took an inventory of tiie effects of the two unfor- 
tunate young men who forfeited their lives in the expedition, 
and afterwards packed and sealed them up, writing to their 
friends an accoimt of their melancholy fate; having an 
opportunity of forwarding the letters by one of our party, 
who was going to the city of Sacramento to consult a friend 
of his there as to wheiiier gold digging or commerce was 
the most lucrative mode of employing his time. 

Before taking leave of the Great Sierra Nevada for the 
present, it may be proper to remark that its eastern side 
differs materially in structure from its western flank; for 
while on the one side tilie range rises in abrupt elevations, 
it subsides on the other in graduated lines of foot hills, 
which spread away in declining altitude until they melt 
into the Valley of the Sacramento. I heard much discus- 
sion in the States before I left on the contemplated railway 
over the continent to the Pacific, which may be possible, 
from the insensibly sloping nature of the country from the 
Kansas Kiver to the summit of the Eocky Mountains, in 
which great distance their great elevation would not involve 
any insuperable gradient; but even admitting this, and that 
scientific scrutiny could tread its way through the mazes 
and canons in the Great Basin, I cannot conceive how the 
precipitous sides of the Sierra Nevada are to be surmoxmted 
hy a locomotive, unless it be constructed on a mule power 
principle, of Yankee invention, the secret of which they 
have as yet kept to themselves. Or perhaps they design 
a tunnel as the mode of dealing with the obstruction ; and 
all I can say in that event is, that if they succeed they will 
effectually shut Mr. Punch's mouth as to his great national 
vaunt about having " the greatest bore in the world in that 
of the Thames." 



I will here subjoin a short table of distances, as well as 
I Gould calculate them, allbwing two and a^half miles per 
hour asperate of travelling when the trail was good Mid 
unobstructed, and making liberal and larg^^4^.4F^^tl^Gi-fe7 
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all delays, accidents, and stoppages, beginning'^my count 
from the froiftier town of Independence : — 

DISTANCE TABLE FBOM IKDEPENDEMCE, MISSOUBI, TO SAN 7BAKCIS0D), 
ALTA CALIFORNIA. 

MILES.. 

From Independence to Fort Laramie . . . 700 

Laramie to the Pacific Springs . « . 326 

Pacific Springs to Fort Bridger . . .130 

Fort Bridger to Salt Lake City . . .112 

Salt Lake City to the head-waters jof Humboldt River 329 
Humboldt River to its Sink . . .290 

The Sink to the base of tlje Sierra Nevada . 167 

The Eastern base to "Weber Creek (our encampment) 1 15 

2043 
... Weber Creek to Sacramento City . . .88 

... Sacramento City to. San Francisco by the river .. 150- 

Total distance from Independence to San Francisco . 234d 



THE END. 



j^ Tlie continuation of this Work will shortly he puhUslied in 
"The Bookcase," under the title 0/ ^^A Stroix through thr 
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Geographical Sketch of California — Its Boundaries— Its Extent of Territory — Its 
peculiar Position — Its Rivers— Its Second Grand Division — Persia its Type as to 
Structure and Appearance — Italy as to Climate, Soil, and Productions — Valleya 
of the Sacramento and San Joaquim — Contrast between the Past and Present 
Aspect of the Country — What Vancouver and Humboldt found it — Its Property 
under the Missions — Its Productions under their Establishment — The Riven 
Sacramento and San Joaquim— The Tributaries of those Rivers — Fremont's De- 
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The great majority of the reading public labour under the 
erroneous impression, that the celebrated region of Cali- 
fornia is confined between the ranges of the Sierra Nevada 
and the coast range mountains, geographically speaking, 
whereas it is bounded on the north by Oregon, the forty- 
second degree of north latitude being the boundary line 
between the two territories; on the east by the Kocky 
Moimtains and the Sierra de los Mimbres, a continuation 
of the same range; on the south by Songra^ajad, Old or 
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Lower California; and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. 
Its extreme length is seven himdred miles, and its breadth 
close upon eight hundred miles, comprising an area of four 
hundred thousand square miles; but only a comparatively 
small portion of this extensive territory is fertile or fit for 
settlement, a mere fraction of that part lying in the Great 
Interior Basin, between the Rocky Mountains and the 
Sierra Nevada, being anything better than arid sand deserts, 
covered with artemisia, and wholly incapable of cultivation 
or reclamation; and the border between the coast range 
and the ocean being also for the most partiminviting to the 
emigrant, except one who site down in quest of minerals : 
so that I may say California, properly speaking, is confined 
to the valleys oi the Sacramento and the Ban Joaquim, 
lying between the west flank of the Sierra ^!ievada and the 
eastern base of the coast range of mountains. 

In the Great Basin, the principal rivers are Little and 
Big Sandy, affluents of Green liiver; the Humboldt, knorwn 
to trappers as Mary's River, which, rising near the Utah 
range, loses itself in a lake. of its own formation; the Rio 
Colorado or Red River, which has a course of one thousand 
miles, emptying into the Gulf of California, and having for 
ite northern tributaries Green and Grand Rivers, bofii of 
considerable volume, rising in tlieHocky Mountains; and 
Sevier, Yirgin, and GHa Rivers, which it receives near its 
jnouth. .The inhospitable xegion through which the Colo- 
jrado i&ow&has not been evai pca:^ialfy.exf4aFed, and little 
is known about the river save from the^vague ^nanratives. of 
•adventurous ^trappers who^have penetrated to its bazjks*in 
pursuit of beaver, and describe it as unfit for navigable 
purposes, from the extreme rapidity of its current anii tib^ 
stupendous £alls and cafions it passes init^ course, running 
for several miles at^ time in a series of roaring cataraists, 
so deep between tlie perpendicular cliffs of mountain pre- 
.Qipiees,#iat»ev€aaihe .white ibom of ite waters is osify^damB^ 
^miml^ in Ihe :gloomy chasms, (sMXe .ite rthMadering 
voioe is heard )foridayB' jj»umeys .over :the>fiefaQlse98 mwlffS 
jof rthe «jarromuiing deserte. 

'Curiosity or science may at some future time stimwime 
"private individuals, or ihose in the employ of govemiHiMtk 
to tcace^and desoidbe it minutely; hut from t^ na{la>^Mtf 
Ahe itcaote m which ite channel lies, ite waters, ^van if Moif- 
g&ble».couild not hexendered subservient to jasefultixr oiiittlt» 



attto iike iiU;tdb Xtakes on jthe eaBt, jiltsr 'gathfiriiBg ttbedr 
f^k>ii6tSl£d«iatts in &e a^iXi'mg parte -^f Ihe fWaJ^a^ 
«a^ FiEQ^^t^iA^s Moiaitfldiii6. ^ko^ett £(vv:-€a:,:risisig:8i»iitik, 
^ ^tia;^ ioi^^raage ,q£ tbe Wahrgateh .MeoiOLtains, Mbs into 
^^kikei«>f .ils mm aaanate, ^fter lui^iag an .arabb -mUey tuf 
JbEviwQijKuaiAred ^oodtes in lengtb liirou^ ^ inountxiuion&.o0]iin- 
^. M^ka&i^ftamMt Ewer, ^iekig in : the ^vveat, j»nmng down 
jfeoBBL Jbbe Sdfirm Njerada, falls in^e iPjramid Lake .a&Brii. 
.edts»e«Qf jftbouttOtte Jiundiied nuJresir^iBa.ito'&OAiroe; ^(^[le- 
vihird tof flxe ^ssaUey is .a fjine^inbered tGannabr5% ^a&d for the 
a:«ii[j«i»djar jof JiB^cowrae ibe mer naas rtoo»^ yeary rools^ 
^XAbed j;idges. It is jesoao-kable S<kr the labuat^danoe iuad 
^fteUeafie of ite sahnon^tEout, ajid preaente some ,goQd 
grcaiflad foTroulthiwtiQn. WaUkar JBiver, a ciaar, handsoaoae 
iStveaoa, nead?ly iaaxe jknmdned jnilee :loing, Qoming, like .the 
^fiEm^^mg, d&vm itbe leaatem Jank of ihe Siexra l^vada, 
ioKSiS a Jake ef ite smn ^^kmr ite lase.: it also eontainB 
jifltaoiQSKtr^iKt, .and i»:>in8: some b^ttoxns of good arable land. 
Dmetx Ei^ei:,(i6s«iiBg-A'ani jthe Bieram Nevodla on tlie soaiHi, 
ifiiajteii^e aaadiibold aitraam, «kbout one hundred, and ^tiwenty 
jBOtlesloiiig, j§athe£ingi.tis ^^at^B iia tthe .&iei!ra:Ne^»da,.and, 
t^owm^ 4o 1te;«onitiftward, jfofEms-a lake «^out fifteen miles 
idng 0t '^e base .€£f the imountaiiii. At a medkun stage it 
os^d^nr or4yeiee:t'deiep.: tin places .^fifbeen. Jt6 banks are 
•wwwjded with wiUowr and eotton- wood, and it makes aon- 
>Jinu0tus 4»c(ttQn)s x>f fertile tland, ven^red fflaarshy at iateir- 
uraliB Joy »|»angs ^and smaH a;fi^ents hatm ike nxountaii^s. 
Xhe-iKtfter lOf i^e idke in iwhidi -it iliesaninates .has: an un- 
filaaiant ^fimell^aaad bad ^taate, b42t arotmd s^ chores are 
Jog»a;d laniHiJl^tinaams of 'ptnre tsivater, and good ^grass. The 
3MS^ l^es of Jhe GtFeat .Baeiaa, tco^opct .those that consti- 
ilxtle tbasiitiks.of i1keirirei»peQti¥e xvfms, ;are Salt, ^Utah, and 
'Bisramid jLakes, whioh ketter takes its tnanae .fcom la ^vwy 
,faag^ 4.pyfflirMdiQa1 iskoicd in ite^eeatre. 

'* W*fiatt«rf ib^ Siarra Mavada (I quorfee froni'.ColDneil iFre- 
.monet), ,and rh&tfm&a rthat :]nountain and the sea, is -the 
seaond gnand division .of tCaUforaia,. and &e only i|raxt to 
isibicftx tiie Jiame ^plies, in .the .cnnrent language of tlie 
^^nemoilj^. M is the otaeupied aaid inhabited part, and ;S0 
M&xje&nt J3SL AfibaBftOter, so -divided by the. mountain waU of 
4ib0.fii0rx]ai&:x>m tibe iG:veat JBasin :aboye, a^ t^^ eonstctute a 
:«^jan to its€tlf, ^N^itha structure ^aad leojo^gi^u^^^a ;Soil, 
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a climate, and productions of its own ; and as NorUiem 
Persia may be referred to as some type of the former, so 
may Italy be referred to as some point of comparison for 
the latter. North and south this region embraces about 
ten degrees of latitude; from thirty-two degiees, where it 
touches the peninsula of California, to forty-two degrees, 
where it bounds Oregon. East and west from the Sierra 
Nevada to the sea, it will average, in the middle parts, one 
hundred and fifty miles; in the northern two himdred: 
giving an area of about one hundred thousand square miles. 

** Looking westward from the summit of the Sierra, the 
main feature presented is the long, low, broad valley of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquim Rivers, the two vdleys form- 
ing one five himdred miles long and fifty broad, lying 
along the base of the Sierra, and bounded to the west by 
the low range of coast mountains which separates it frt)ni 
the sea. Long dark lines of timber indicate the streams, 
and bright spots mark the intervening plains ; lateral ranges, 
parallel to the Sierra Nevada and the coast, make the struc- 
ture of the coimtry, and break it into a surface of val- 
leys and mountains; the valleys being a few himdred, the 
mountains four thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
These form greater masses, and become more elevated to 
the north, where some peaks, as the Shastl, enter the re- 
gions of perpetual snow. Stretched along the mild coast of 
file Pacific, with a general elevation in its plains and valleys 
of only a few hundred feet above the level of the sea, and 
backed by the long and lofty wall of the Sierra Nevada, 
mildness and geniality may be assumed as the character- 
istics of its climate. The inhabitant of corresponding lati- 
tudes on the Atlantic side of the continent can with di£Sculty 
conceive the soft air and southern productions in the same 
latitude in the maritime regions of Upper California. The 
singular beauty and purity of the sky in the south of this 
region is characterised by Humboldt as a rare phenomenon, 
and all travellers realise the truth of this description. 

"The present condition of the country aflfords but slight 
data for forming correct opinions of the agricultural capa- 
city and fertility of the soil. Vancouver found at the Mission 
of San Buenaventura, in 1792, latitude thirty-four degrees 
sixteen minutes, apples, pears, plums, figs, oranges, grapes, 
peaches, and pomegranates growing, togethef wi3i pkntain, 
banana, cocoa-nut, sugar-cane, and iiidigo, alljdelding fruit 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFOBNIA. 17 

in abundance, and of excellent quality. Humboldt men- 
tions the olive oil of California as equal to that of Anda- 
lusia, and the wine as like that of the Canary Islands. At 
present but little remains of tMs high and varied cultiva- 
tion, which had been attained at the Mission under the 
mild and paternal administration of *the fathers.* The 
docile character of the Indians was made available for 
labour, and thousands were employed in the fields, the 
orchards, and thevineyards. At present but little of this 
cultivation is seen ; the fertile valleys overgrown with wild 
mustard, vineyards and olive orchards decayed and ne- 
glected, are among the remaining vestiges. Only in some 
places do we see evidences of what the country is capable of. 
At San Buenaventura we found the olive-trees in January ^ 
bending under the weight of neglected fruit; and the Mis- ^ 
sion of San Luis Obispo, latitude thirty-five degrees, is 
still distinguished for the excellence of its olives; con- 
sidered larger and finer than those of the Mediterranean. 
The productions of the south difier from those of the north 
and the middle. Grapes, olives, and Indian com have 
been its staples, with many acclimated fruits and grains. 
Tobacco has been recently introduced; and the imiform 
summer-heat that follows the wet season, and is uninter- 
rupted by rain, would make the southern country well 
adapted for cotton. Wheat is the first production of the 
north, where it always constituted the principal cultivation of 
the Missions. This promises to be the grain-growing region 
of California. The moisture of the coast seems particu- 
larly suited for the potato, and vegetables coirimon to the 
United States, which grow to an imcommbn size. 

" Perhaps few parts of the world can produce in such 
perfection so great a variety of fruits, and vegetables, and 
grains, as the large and various regions enclosing the Bay 
of San Francisco, and drained by its waters. A view of 
the map will show that region and its great extent, com- 
prehending the entire valleys of the Sacramento and San 
Joaquim, and the whole western slope of the Sierra Ne- 
vada. These valleys are one, discriminated only by the 
ttames of the rivers which traverse it. It is a single valley, 
a single geographical formation, nearly five hundred miles 
long, lying at the western base of the Sierra Nevada, and 
between it and the coast range of mountains, and stretch- 
iiig across the head of the Bay of San Francisco, wij^ 
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iviiich a delta of twenty-five miles connects it The two 
great rivers, the Sacramento and the San Joaquim, rise at 
opposite ends of this long valley, receive numerous monn* 
tain streams, many of them hold rivers, from ihe Sierra 
Nevada, become themselves navigable rivers, flow towards 
each other, meet half-way, and enter the Bay of Erancisco 
together in the region of tide water, making a continuous 
water-line from one end to the other." 

The other rivers are all tributaries of those main ones, 
with the exception of Trinity, which disembogues into the 
Pacific Ocean, near the confines of Oregon. The principal 
affluents of the Sacramento are the Bio de las Plumas, the 
Juba, the North, Middle, and South Forks (as they are 
called), and the Bio de los Americanos, most of which are 
partly navigable; flowing from the western flank of the 
Sierra Nevada, and running for large portions of their 
courses throu^ fertile land, abounding in salmon, and 
rich in golden deposits. Those of the San Joaquim are 
the Mo-kel-um-ne, the Stanislaus, the Bio de los Oos- 
eumnes, the Yo-wal-um-ne, the Aux-imi-nes, and the Tulare 
Lakes Biver, one of the largest and handsomest in the 
valley, being one hundred yards wide, and watering, perhaps, 
a larger portion of fertile land than any other. Like the 
feeders of the Sacramento, they flow down from Hie Sierra 
and are partially navigable, abounding in sahncm and golden 
treasures. There is no system of lakes in this pcartion of 
OaIi£(»iiia: the few that exist are not of such dimensions 
as to render them worthy of that appellation, ihe entire 
drainage of the immense valley being carried in rapid and 
copious streams by the rivers above enumerated, and their 
several smaller tributaries, into the main ones, and thence 
into the Bay of San Francisco, in its upper estuary, called 
Snisoon Bay. 

Fremont thus describes the Bay of San Francisco: — ^''It 
has been celebrated from the time of its first discovery as 
one of the finest in the world, and is justly entitled to that 
character even imder the seaman's view of a m^« harbour; 
but when all the accesscnry advantages which belong to its 
fertile, picturesque, dependent country: mildness and sar 
lubrity of climate; connexion with the great interior valley 
of the Sacramento and San Joaquim; its vast rescmrces tot 
ship timber, grain, and cattle : when these skdvantages are 
tatox into account, with its geograp|wi<g|^ ^Q^i^n ^^ ^ 
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line of communication with Asia, it rises to an importance 
ftu* above a mere harbour, and deserves particular notice in 
any account of maritime California. Its latitudinal posi- 
tion is that of Lisbon, its climate is Aat of southern Italy. 
Settlements on it for more than half a century attest its 
healthfulness; bold shores and mountains give it grandeur; 
the extent and fertility of its dependent country give it 
great resources for agriculture, commerce, and population. 
** The Bay of San Francisco is separated from the sea 
by low mountain ranges, looking from the peaks of the 
Sierra Nevada. The coast mountains present an apparently 
continuous line, mth only a single gap resembling a moun- 
tain pass. This is the only water communieation from the 
coast to the interior country. Approaching from the sea 
the coast presents a bold oudine. On the soulh the border- 
ing mountains come down in a narrow ridge of broken 
bills, terminating in a precipitous point, against which ^e 
sea breaks heavily. On the northern side the mountain 
presents a bold promontory, rising in a few miles to a 
height of two or three thousand feet Between these 
points is the strait, about a mile broad in the narrowest 
part, and five miles long from the sea to the boy. Passing 
through this gate,* the bay opens to the right and left* 
extending in each direction about thirty-five miles, having 
a total length of more than seventy miles,^ and a coast of 
two himdred and seventy-five miles. It is divided by 
, stedts and projecting points into three separs^ bays, of 
which t^e northern two are called San Pablo and Suisoon 
Bays. Within, the view presented is a mountainous countay, 
the bay resembling an interior lake of deep water, lying 
between parallel ranges of mountains. Islands whidbi have 
the bold character of the shores, some n^re masses of 
rock, others grass-covered, risings to the height of tiaree 
and eight hundred feet, break its surface and add to its 
picturesque appearance. Directly fronting the entrance, 
naountains a few miles from the shore rise about two thou- 

* Gtalled ChrTSopylse (golden gate) on tbe map, on the saxae prinoiple 
that the harbour of Byzantium (Constantinople afterwards) was called 
Chrysoceras (golden horn), the torm of the harbour and its advantages 
fbr commerce; and that, before it became an entrepot for Eastern com- 
xneroe, suggested the name to the Greek founders of Bjsaiitiiink The 
fiorm of the entrance into the Bay of San Francisco and its advantages 
for commerce (Asiatic inclusive) suggest the name which is given to 
this entrance. ^yu.^u .y ^ ^ ^rs -^ 
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sand feet above the level of the water, crowned by a forest 
of lofty cypress, which is visible from the sea, and makes a 
conspicuous landmai'k for vessels entering iJie bay. Be- 
hind, the rugged peak of Monte Diavolo, nearly four thou- 
sand feet high, overlooks the surrounding country of the 
bay and the San Joaquim. The immediate shore of the 
bay derives, from its proximate and opposite relation to 
the sea, the name of Contra Costa (counter coast or op 
posite coast). 

" It presents a varied character of rugged and broken 
hills, rolling and undulating land, and rich alluvial shores, 
backed by fertile and wooded ranges suitable for towns, 
villages, and farms, with which it is beginning to be dotted. 
A low alluvial bottom land, several miles in breadth, with 
occasional open woods of oak, borders the foot of the 
mountains around the southern arm of the bay, termi- 
nating in a breadth of twenty miles in the fertile valley of 
San Joseph, a narrow plain of rich alluvial soil, lying be- 
tween ranges from two to three thousand feet high. The 
valley is openly wooded with groves of oak, free from any 
underbush, and, after the spring rains, covered with grass. 
Taken in connection with the valley of San Juan, with 
which it forms a continuous plain, it is fifty-five miles long, 
and from one to twenty broad, opening into smaller valleys 
amongst the hills. At the head of the bay it is twenty 
miles broad, and about the same at the southern end, where 
the soil is beautifully fertile, covered in the smnmer with 
four or five varieties of wild clover. In many places it is 
overgrown with wild mustard, growing to ten or twelve 
feet high, in almost impenetrable fields, through which 
roads are made, like lanes. 

"On both sides the mountains are fertile, wooded, or 
covered with grasses and scattered trees. On the west it 
is protected from the chilly influence of the north-west 
winds by the Cuestos de los Gatos (Wild-cat Ridge), which 
separates it from the coast. This is a grassy, timbered 
mountain, watered with small streams, and wooded on 
both sides with many varieties of trees and shrubbery, the 
heavier forest pine and cypress occupying the western 
slope. Timber and shingle are now obtained from this 
moimtain, and one of the recently-discovered quicksilver 
mines is on the eastern side of the mountain, near the 
pueblo of San Jose. This range terminates on the south 
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in the Anno Nuevo point of Monterey Bay, and on the 
north declines into a broken ridge of hills, about five 
miles wide, between the bay and the sea, and having the 
town of San Francisco on the bay shore near its northern 
extremity, sheltered from the cold winds and fogs of the 
sea, and having a soil of remarkable fertility. The valley 
of St. Joseph (San Jose) is capable of producing in great 
perfection many fruits and grains that do not thrive on 
the coast or in its immediate vicinity, without taking into 
consideration the extraordinary yields which have some- 
times occurred. The fair average product of wheat is esti- 
mated at fifty-fold. The Mission establishments of Santa 
Clara and San Jose, in the north of the valley, were for- 
merly, in the prosperous days of the Mission, distinguished 
for the superiority of their wheat crops. 

" The slope of alluvial land continues around the eastern 
shores of the bays, intersected with small streams, in which 
good landing and deep water, with advantageous positions 
between the sea and the interior of the country, indicate 
for future settlement. The Strait of Carquines, about one 
mile broad, and eight to ten fathoms deep, connects the 
San Pablo and Suisoon Bays. Around these bays smaller 
valleys open into the bordering country, and some of the 
streams have launch navigation, which serves to convey the 
produce to the bay. Missions and large farms were esta- 
blished at the head of navigation on these streams, which 
are favourable sites for towns or villages. 

" The country around Suisoon Bay presents low smooth 
ridges and rounded hills, clothed with wild oats, and more 
or less openly wooded on their summits. Approaching its 
northern shores from Sonoma, it assumes, though in a state 
of natiu-e, a cultivated and beautiful appearance ; wild oats 
cover its continuous fields, and herds of wild cattle, and 
bands of wild horses, are scattered over low hills and 
partly, isolated ridges, where blue mists and openings 
amongst the abruptiy terminating hills indicate the neigh- 
bourhood of the bay. The Suisoon is connected with an 
expansion of the river, formed by the junction of the Sa- 
cramento and the San Joaquim, which enter the Francisco 
Bay at the same latitude nearly as the mouth of the Tagus 
at Lisbon. A delta of twenty-five miles in length, divided 
into islands by channels, connects the bay with the valleys 
of the Sacramento and the San Joaquim, into the mouth 
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of which the tide flows, and whidi enter the bay together 
as one river. 

" Such are the bay and proximate country. It is not a 
mere indentation of the coast, but a little sea of itself, con- 
nected with the ocean by a defensible gate, opening out 
between seventy and eighty miles to the right and left, 
upon a breadth of fifteen, deep enough for the largest ships, 
with bold shores suitable for towns and settlements, and 
fertile adjacent coimtry for cultivation. The head of the 
bay is about forty miles from the sea, and there connects it 
with the noble valleys of the Sacramento and the San Joa- 
quim. Thus California, below the Sierra Nevada, is about 
tiie extent of Italy, geographically considered, in all the 
extent of Italy from the Alps to the termination of the pe- 
ninsula; it is of the same length, same breadth, and con- 
sequently the same area (about one hundred tliousand 
square miles), and presents much similarity of climate and 
productions. Like Italy, it lies north and south, and pre- 
s^its some differences of climate and productions, the 
effect of the difference of latitude, proximity of Jiigh moun- 
tains, and configuration of the coast. Like Italy, it is a 
country of mountains and valleys; different from it in in- 
ternal structure, it is fotrmed for unity, its large rivers being 
concentric, and its large valleys appurtenant to the great 
central Bay of San Francisco, within the area of ^ose 
waters the dominating power must be found. Geographi- 
cally, the position of California is one of the best in the 
world, lying on the coast of the Pacific, fronting Asia, on 
the line of an American road to Asia, and possessed of 
advantages to give full effect to its geographical position." 

I quote thus liberally from Fremont, because he is the 
very highest and most correct authority on most matters 
connected with the new and imsettied portions of the North 
American continent. But, while I admit that everything 
he lays down or asserts, so fai* as geography or science is 
involved, is as correct as possible, I beg leave respectfully 
to question his opinions as to the agricultural resources of 
California, the salubrity of its climate,* and its general 

• When I first arrived in California, before I had had extensive op- 
portunities of observation, I wrote to a leading London journal, de* 
acribing the climate as genial, and generally suitable for those afflicted 
with pnlmonarr complaints. A lengthened sojourn has^ however, given 
ao ««asoB to chaago that opinion. ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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liealthfulness. The 8oil« I admit, is of an unsurpassed 
quality, made up of constituent qualities and ingredients 
capable of producing any crop were it not for the adverse 
operation of the seasons, which keeps it saturated, and in 
most places submerged in water, from November until 
April, rendering it physically impossible to prepare the 
land, much less to sow the seed, during that period. Th^i 
before July it is so baked and cracked under a hot and 
cloudless sun, that not only is all frirther vegetation ar- 
rested, but everything above ground is parched, and ready 
to fall into powder at the touch; while the streams ihat 
might be supposed available for irrigation are, in ninety- 
nine cases out of a himdred, completely dry. Thus there 
are only three months to plough and harrow, sow and reap 
—a period infinitely too circumscribed for maturing any 
grain and most vegetables. There are a few highly-favoured 
localities, where, I believe, wheat might be raised; but even 
in those places, peopled as they now are with enterprising 
settlers from the Old Country, I did not see a single patch 
of grain, and only heard vague missionary traditions of its 
having once been grown there. 

But, after all, the state of agricultural advancement and 
prosperity at the Missions, noticed by Vancouver and Hum- 
boldt, is no criterion to go by in ascribing a general cha- 
racter of fertility to an entire country of such vast extent 
as Califomia. It woidd be quite as fair to assert that a 
whole kingdom must be educated and enlightened, because 
in some few of its provinces or subdivisions there are col- 
leges or seminaries that turn out accomplished scholars. 
We all know tliat when men are accorded an imlimited 
choice, the instigations of human nature will prompt them 
to make the most promising selections ; and when to the 
dominion of free will are superadded the proverbial acute- 
ness and discrimination of the Jesuits, since the days of 
Ignatius Lbyola, it may be taken for granted that they 
picked out the most fertile and favoured positions in Cali- 
fornia for the foundation of their establishments, and, with 
their accustomed energy and perseverance, taxed and sti- 
mulated the soil in those pet positions to the utmost ex- 
tent of its fecundity, taking care that sources of irrigation 
were contiguous and available, to make up for the short- 
comings of nature in its ministrations of fertilising mois- 
ture. So, I repeat, it is unfair to parade the production^ 
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of those select and forced gardens, which, taken together, 
would not constitute a respectable parish, as evidence that 
the whole wing of a great continent is capable of yielding 
similar productions. 

I concur with Colonel Fremont, that the great natural 
wall of the Sierra Nevada produces many modifying influ- 
ences on the climate, owing to which tropical fruits may be 
produced at high northern latitudes. But, according to my 
experience, my humble opinion is, that California must 
ever be mainly dependent on the States, Oregon, Chili, 
Australia, and the Sandwich Islands, for its supply of bread- 
stuffs and the other great vegetable staples of existence. As 
to the climate, there is only one opinion amongst the peo- 
ple now resident there; which is, that it is highly unhealthy. 
I was not surprised to find it so in the mines, where people 
were working hard under imusual circumstances and severe 
privations ; but even in the cities and towns, robust health 
is the exception, there being a regular invalid passenger 
trade between Francisco and Honolulu, while burial- 
grounds in every settled locality extend their dimensions 
with a fearful rapidity, which is quite as convincing as the 
most regular bills of mortality: strong confirmation of both 
of which opinions will appear in the coiu^e of this work. 
But Colonel Fremont wrote at the instance of the United 
States Government, who were anxious to array their newly- 
acquired territory in all the choicest attributes of nature; 
and I believe it is generally admitted (even in the case of 
Sir Walter IScott's "Life of Napoleon"), that men acting 
under high behests are liable to adopt the partialities and 
prejudices of their patrons. Even painters of celebrity have 
been known to jeopardise their fame as faithful delineators, 
in order to suit the views of parasites who had flattered a 
dear friend to sit for his portrait. 
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When the compaDy with which I travelled to California 
reached the sphere of operations, it divided into different 
parties, some starting for the cities to huild up their for- 
tunes, others remaining to accumulate them in the mines. 
Fifteen of the latter remained, in three independent parties 
of five each; but though our gains were distinct, we erected 
our quarters beside each other, selected our working loca 
tions in the same neighbourhood, and communicated can- 
didly to one another all the information we could collect. 
We spent a noviciate of three days amongst the ChiUans 
and Mexicans, looking on at their operations, and getting 
odd lessons in the art of imparting the rotatory motion to 
the contents of the wash-basin, so as to surge a portion of 
the liquid mud over the edge at each sweep, until nothing 
but the gold and black sand remained; the process being, 
simply, after throwing aside the surface-clay or sand, to 
loosen the hard-packed soil with picks, scrape it with a 
horn scoop into a basin, then dip it until it become saturated 
with water, when you sink your hands into the mass, re- 
moving the stones, and in searching for them mixing all 
into a thick fluid. This you cause to move round quickly, 
some of the top escaping at each revolution; more water 
is occasionally taken in, until all the earthy particles are 
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carried away; then comes the process of separating the 
black sand, which, being of great specific gravity, requires 
great care and nicety, lest some of the finer particles ef 
gold may escape with it. But in places where it particu- 
larly abounds, and the particles of gold are small, the 
separation is effected by the agency of quicksilver, simply 
by pouring it amongst the black sand and gold dust, adding 
some water, and mixing it about; the quicksilver, in its 
great affinity for the precious metal, gathering all tbe par- 
ticles it comes in contact with, imtil it becomes a little^ 
heavy, tangible heap, devoid of its elusive character: then 
it is put into a buckskin bag, and the quicksilver is sepa- 
rated by being compressed through the pores of the leather, 
the slight remaining portion adhering to the gold being 
evaporated on a heated pan or shovel. 

An expert hand, in anything like favourable ground, can 
gather and wash a panful every ten minutes; and the place 
fliat does not yield a quarter of a dollar to the panfol is 
not considered worth working by that process, though it 
wpuld give one dollar fifty cents per hour, or twelve dollars 
per day of eight hours' working: good wages for those who 
at home would have considered it a fair weekly remunera- 
tion for twelve hours' constant labour each dky, but vas^y 
too small for the large class who, ** just for a lark," come 
out to rough it a bit, and get enough in a few months to 
enable them to set up as fine gentlemen for life. But 
places that would not pay according to Ae above estimate 
with pans can be made to yield satisf€U5torily with cradles^ 
or washers as some call them, because so much larger a 
proportion of work can be got through with that machine^ 
which is constructed by making a semicircular trough, say 
five feet long by sixteen inches in diameter, and placing 
on the upper end of the top a perforated iron or copper 
. plate, eighteen inches long, the exact breadth of the trou^, 
with a raised wooden rim of four inches, and, immediately 
imder it, tending to the centre of the cradle, a bar or ridge 
about half an inch high, with another of a similar descrip^ 
tion at the extreme end, ^ndiere an upright handle (if ^ 
cradle be of a large size) about four feet long is fixed, by 
which the motion is imparted. In smaller ones, where the 
number of the party is limited, the rocker sits at the ^id 
of the cradle, rocking with one hand and pouring in the 
water with the other on the dirt which is thrown on the 
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plate; and as the gold and gravel are separated from the 
stones, and washed down, the current carries the gravel 
over the bars, while the gold, being of so much greater 
gravity, is intercepted, the lower bar arresting any tibat by 
A jolt or awkward shake may have got over the upper one. 

At the end of three da^s we acquired sufl&cient e&p^rt- 
ness to set up for ourselves, in a place kindly selected by a 
Chilian acquaintance, and succeeded in gathering a daily 
average of a good ounce to each hand — mther better than 
half what our more experienced neighbours were making; 
but as our provisions were running low, I made one of a 
party to go to the Mill, which town takes its name from, a 
saw-mill having been its nucleus, in the direction of which 
the gold was first discovered. It is situated on the southern 
fork of the Sacramento, about forty-five miles from the 
embarcadero, as the city of Sacramento is called by the 
miners; and being a point from, which several rich and 
favourite diggings radiate, it is fast growing into a large and 
flourishing place, with a goodly proportion of stone build- 
ings, owing to the convenience of quarries. I here got my 
first sample of Califomian prices, in paying fifty cents for 
*' a drink," as a small gla^ of bad brandy is designated, 
and in a likeYatio for everything else. 

Almost every house was a tap, and contained an apart- 
ment consecrated to the god of gambling, where a set of 
hawks, with whetted beaks, were lying in wait for " green 
pigeons;" and although improvident miners were invariably 
relieved of their gold-dust in those nefarious haunts, they 
punctually returned every Saturday evening, as if under 
the spell of some mystical fascination, to deposit their 
gold in those sinking-funds, spending their week's earn- 
ings and their Sundays in this insensible and reprehensible 
manner, first reduced to a state of partial stupefaction by 
adulterated drink, and then cheated according to the most 
compendious mode of modem " greeking." I found, too, in 
my limited transactions, that the malpractices of the 
Millites were not confijaed to the gaming-tables; false 
weights and measures being consistently associated with 
Mse dice, which told with double effect against the pur- 
chaser, dust being the circulating medium; for his goods 
were weighed with light weights, and his gold with heavy 
ones. I, of course, bought as sparingly as I oould, deter- 
mined to go to Saeram^ito for Airther supplies. I Wui^t 
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with me, however, a small cradle, for which I paid the 
moderate sum of three ounces (forty-eight dollars), two of 
which a tradesman could make in a day, and all the 
materials of both would not cost, even at the Mill, more 
than one ounce (sixteen dollars), which left a very handsome 
margin for remuneration. 

The country between our encampment and the Mill was 
a succession of hills and dales, sloping down from the 
Sierra Nevada, moderately wooded, wifii great numbers 
of quails, and some deer and hares. I fuUy expected to 
have seen some handsome varieties of the feathered tribe; 
but there were no birds of any gaudier tints of plumage 
than my old acquaintances the crow, the blackbird, and the 
magpie, which seemed to be all ** chips of the old block," 
pecidiar to Britain. 

On my return to camp, I found that Mr. Goodyear's 
caballada, together with a pack-mule train, had arrived, 
the latter in a wretched state, and reporting, even at that 
early date, great sufferings on Humboldt River. By means 
of the cradle we augmented our daily income by half an 
ounce, and on one day actually divided fifty dollars per 
man ; but this was a most unusual amount, and occurred 
from our meeting a peculiar shelf, where tfie deposit was 
very thick. By ttie end of the week another pack-mule 
company came in, and several fresh hands from the coast, 
all the latter of the amateur or dandy class of diggers, in 
kid gloves and patent leather boots, with flash accoutre- 
ments and fancy implements, their polished picks with 
mahogany handles, and shiny shovels resembling that 
presentation class of tools given to lords, baronets, and 
members of parliament, to lay a first stone, or turn the 
first sod on a new line of railway. It was good fun to see 
those " gents " nibbling at the useless soil, and then en- 
deavouring to work their pans with outstretched hands, 
lest they should slobber their ducks. Subsequently I used 
to meet numbers of this school wending their way back to 
the coast from the various diggings, damning " the infernal 
gold," and cutting " the beastly diggings" in disgust. 

Nine-tenths of the new arrivals were American^, who 
resorted, as we did in the first instance, to the Chilians 
and Mexicans for instruction and information, which thej 
gave them with cheerful alacrity; but as soon as Jonathan 
got an inkling of the system, he, with peculiar bad taste 
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and ungenerous feeling, organised a crusade against those 
obliging strangers, and chased them off the creek at the 
pistol's mouth. Our messes were canvassed to take part 
in the affair, but declined becoming engaged in any such 
proceeding, which was likely to have led to our own ex- 
pulsion: in fact, the Yankees regarded every man but a 
native American as an interloper, who had no right to come 
to California to pick up the gold of the ** free and en- 
lightened citizens." 

The gold at the Weber diggings was all in moderate 
sized particles, and of particidarly fine and pure quaUty, 
less capriciously deposited than in most of liie other dig- 
gings I visited, the average returns of all being tolerably 
uniform where equal industry was employed. All hands 
fixed themselves on the borders of the creek for the conve- 
nience of water; but I found the dirt (the technical name 
of the soil subjected to the washing ordeal) on the hill- 
side, at a good elevation above the stream or its winter 
water-marks, fully as rich as that along its banks. I even 
carried dirt in a kerchief from the very hill-tops, and got 
a good return from it: a proof that the gold was not al- 
together scat^red over the country by the influence of the 
floods, the prevalent opinion amongst the earlier miners. 

In a comparatively short time we had a large com- 
munity on the creek, which led to rows and altercations 
about boimdaries. These eventuated in an arrangement, 
entered into by unanimous agreement, that each person 
should have ten feet square, which, multipUed by the 
number of the mess, gave the limits of the allotment in a 
particular location: it did not, however, debar a man from 
moving from one site and fixing on another; and as long 
as any one left his tools in the space, his claim was re- 
spected. Another branch of legislation was soon called 
for, to suppress a system of thieving that was fast spread- 
ing; but the code of the famous Judge Lynch was unani- 
mously adopted, and imder its oral provisions any person 
caught in flagrante delicto was shot down without ceremony, 
or subjected to any other summary punishment the de- 
tector might prefer. I heard of several cases of instan- 
taneous execution, and saw at the Weber one lad shorn of 
the tips of his ears, and deeply seared on the cheek with a 
red-hot iron, for the theft of a small coffee-tin. I never 
took part in any of these proceedings, nor did any ^f the 



compftny with which I wa» associated; but while disi^ 
proving of the degree of punishment, and the manner of 
putting it in force, I must admit that some rery stringent 
measures were necessary to keep in check the lawless and 
abandoned characters who flocked to the mines. 

The weather was particularly fine all the time I re^ 
mwned at the Weber; the days were bright and warm, the 
nights cloudless and without dew ; but dysentery made its 
appearance in its most malignant form, soon prostrating 
the majority of the miners, carrying off many, and reducing 
all who were attacked to the lowest possible state of bodily 
fiBcbleness. I myself had a turn, and fbund cayenne pepper 
in large doses checked it effectually, while with others it 
produced no visible effect, owing, I should say, to the want 
of self-denial in diet. The origin of the disease was 
attributed to the use of fresh beef, though in coming 
over the plains I never remarked that fresh meat had 
any such tendencies, even when, as on the Platte, we 
lived on it for days- together, using it largely at each of 
three meals. 

The second week in August I took leave of my com- 
panions, for the purpose of travelling over the country, 
visiting the different mines, and comparing their various 
returns, as well as looking for a solution of ^ phenome- 
non of finding gold in greater or less quantities at eveiy 
elevation in the extensive region of its field. I employed 
one of the half-caste Califomians (who make excellent 
vaquerosj herders of stock) to help me to drive my propor- 
tion of mules and horses to a rancho on the Sacramento, 
between our camp and the city; and on n>y way I struck the 
Weber again eight miles lower, below a cafion, where it 
formed a pond, or small lake, on the margin of which there 
were a solitary tent and a small party of three at work, 
amongst whom was a Comishman, who welcomed me as a 
coimtryman, and invited me to stop a day or two ; an invi- 
tation I gladly accepted, as tiie grass was good about the 
little lake. In the course of the evening, Mr. Williams^ 
the proprietor of another rancho on the Sacramento, arrived 
with a train of vaqueros on his way up to meet the e«ii- 
grants, and either buy their stock or canvass for the 
grazing. He took charge of my herd there, and then gser^ 
me ^ receipt, saving me the trouble of going down, as I 
wishM to visit all ^e mines in that district before leaving. 
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I kept a mule for my own riding, and was ihus enabled to 
get rid of my aid after the short service of one day. Mr. 
Williams's charge was two dollars a month per head for 
pasturage, and two dollars a month for insurance, which 
my Cornish friend advised me to pay by all means, as 
horse and mule stealing was becoming most prevalent, 
the temptation being very great, from the enormous prices 
given below for animals by emigrants arriving by the 
Isthmua aiid Cape Horn routes, who could not stir without 
them. 

I spent that evening and next day with Mr. JonesV 
company. He was a practised hand at the gold-digging 
business, and set his party to work more systematically 
thsui any other I had yet seen. They took their dirt from 
a steep incline considerably above the winter level of the 
stream, in a stratum of hard-packed, dry, bluish clay, 
ahnost as hard as rock, with a slight surface covering of 
earth, which yielded prodigiously, giving seventeen ounees 
for their day's worit, nearly one himdred dollars per hand, 
while Jones admitted to me that on some days they 
divided as much as one pound each. He showed me, 
by washing panfals gathered at different spots about, 
that the deposits were pretty general and alike, and pressed 
zxie to take up my quarters beside him, which I was not 
prepared to do at the time; but I wrote a note to my 
Mexids above l^ the returning Califomian, recommending 
them to shift iheir quarters as soon and as quietly as they 
could: an advice they followed promptly and with great 
profit. * 

I>ysentery found its way into Mr. Jones's small com- 
pany, one of his comrades being only recently recovered 
from a severe attack, Jones himself suffering from the 
effects of poison, which produced an angry ami most an- 
noying cutaneous affliction. The poison was that of a 
vine &at grows amongst the brush and shrubs, and is 
most likely to lay hold when the pores are exuding per- 
i^)iration. Some people, from peculiar constitutional ten- 
dencies, are not susceptible of its infection; while others, 
again, are not only predisposed to catch its virus, but 
suffer dreadfully from the itching and inflammation, which 
q>reads with great rapidity over Ihe body, thickening the 
skm, and raising it in large hives like confluent smaU-pox, 
ndiich become higMy irritated by Ae slighMM^^J^-fc 
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Washing the skin well with the soap-root, and then bathing 
it in salt and water, helps to allay the irritation ; but, to 
eradicate its effects thoroughly, it is necessary to adopt a 
low scale of regimen, and to take cooling medicines. 

I took leave of my friend Jones and my countryman 
Williams, and went to another digging, called the Great 
Cafion, lying north-east from the Weber, where I got into 
a chain of lofty hills, thinly wooded with fir and white oak 
(Quercus longUana), and steeper on the sides than I ever 
before saw mere clay hills, the Great Cafion lying between 
two parallel ranges, at a depth of several hundred feet, 
shaped like a wedge, and so narrow below that there was 
barely standing-room. The gold was all at the bottom, 
for the slopes were too steep to afford it a resting-place. 
There was a large camp of Spanish settlers adjacent when 
the first American diggers arrived, who were said to have 
gathered vast quantities; but even then there was quite 
enough to repay hard work very liberally. From the nature 
of the locality, it did not admit of operations on a large 
scale at any one place. Four-fifths of those I saw working 
there were doing so individually, with pans, using most 
generally large bowie-knives, with which they picked the 
gold from the crevices of the rocks in the bed of file stream, 
fiien almost dry, and scratched the gravelly soil from 
amongst the roots of the overhanging trees, which was 
generally rich in deposits. It was one continuous string 
of men, single file, throughout its entire length (about four 
miles). All admitted they were doing well, so fieu: as acqui- 
sition was concerned, but complained of their health and 
the bad air: no refreshing breeze could ever visit them at 
the bottom, and the labour of going up and down, morn- 
ing and evening, was too great to permit of their erecting 
their camps above. I stopped one night in the cafion, but 
could not get any sleep, from the sultry, suffocating effects 
of the confined atmosphere. 

The gold at the Great Cafion ran both larger and smaller 
than on the Weber, and was amalgamated with large quan- 
tities of fine black sand, which the miners — ^most of whom 
were raw hands — ^blew off from the gold, in their anxiety 
to arrive at the final process. A keen old blade turned 
their impatience to account by shanuning decrepitude, and 
pretending that in 'his weakly state, being unequal to the 
toil of mining, he was compelled to r^^ojl;. tO^tJie DOor and 
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profitless branch of gathering the black sand, which he sold 
as a substitute for emery, In pursuance of this trade, he 
went about in the evening with a large bag and a tin tray, 
requesting the " green 'uns" to blow their black sand on to 
it, and returning to his tent with his daily burden, when, 
by the agency of quicksilver, he secured double the average 
of the hsirdest working miner in the cafion. I saw the old 
lad going circuit on the evening I was there : his game had 

not then been discovered, though I remarked to Dr. S ^k, 

with whom I stayed, that \ was certain he carried away 
large quantities of gold-dust in the sand. 

At each end of the cafion there was a calico shanty, 
called a grocery, the great staples of which were infamous 
brandy and other corrosive ^coholic diinks, that would 
bum through the peritoneum of a rhinoceros ; amongst the 
glasses were several packs of dirty cards, with which the 
rehearsals were nightly gone through in preparation for 
the grand affair at the Mill on the Saturday night, for 
distance was no object in those weekly reunions. 
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Leave for the South Fork— Tricks of the Coyotes— Join a Party going there— Their 
Chiirge for Victuals— Miners and their Operations at the American Foric— Average 
Retuma— Kanaka Diving— Mining Monopoly Question— Jealousy towards ^o- 
xeigners— American Tactics— Mining Morality— Adulteration of Provisions— 
Visit the Middle and North Forks— General Average at those Diggings— Flash 
Company— Their Proceedings— The Jealous Epidemic— American Trickety and 
Avarice— How the Affair terminated— Shade of National Character— Mr. Smith's 
narrow Escape— Dysentery— Leave for the Mormon Island Diggings— Description 
of the Country— Sleep in the' Shanty of a Sydney^Acquaintance— Hojr he got to 
that Colony and out of It— His other Guests— llie VaUey of the Sacramento->Its 
Appearance— Mormon Island, and the Miners and Mining there— General Obscr- 
vations on the Golden Deposits— Mr. Brackenridge's Remarks touching the Theory 

, of ^he Formation of the Auriferous Strata. 

FnoM the Great Cafion I went to the South Fork of the 
Rio de los Americanos, starting early in the morning; but, 
taking a wrong trail, which led me into the hills, where 
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jieiiher mines ner -groceries were to be met ^Mi, I not 
only lost mj dinner, .but latad to go sispperless to bed tmdei' 
a ^ite oak, afraid to sleep lest the coyotes "t^ should tate 
liberties i/vitk me in mj imcoeseious momesits. Those 
misehievous brutes kept barking and howling ab«at my 
coudb aU night, and succeeded in eating away *^ raw hidie 
lariat l^ which I had -my m«de tethered, so that when I 
som^t him at daylight I foand he had rambled »way; b«t 
ft^lowing up Ihie lime-mark of the lariat, which was appavent 
m some |^es, I brought hiqi to view after a good two 
hours' hunt, with my saddle, bridle, and. blai^t on my 
back. I soon after descried three men drivlBg padimules, 
to whom I went up to inquire my route ; and ^diog, to my 
great gratification, they were going to the same destination 
with provisions, I gladly joined tH^m, getting some biscuit 
and rancid bacon to b^eak my long &6t, widi a ^aes €f 
bitter bafandy to wash it down, at the moderate cost of two 
doUavs; whicdt, it stoikes me, edipses tiie tanff g£ the 
Clarendon <yr Mivart's for that meal. * 

We reached the bar where the principal diggings are 
situated before night, after some ascents and descents very 
little inferior in rugged steepness to those of the pass of 
the Sierra Nevada. Great numbers of miners were located 
there, and some large associated companies with consider- 
able capital, employed in turning branches of the river, 
having several Indians and Kanakas f at work. I did not 
await the result of those Mnbitious operations, which would 
occupy a long time; but by the returns per pan I ^ould 
s^ tiiey must have be«n wdl paid^ for I think they vmild 
anera^ twenty doihan per day, aeeording to my own ex- 
perience during three 4ays, in which tame I took out with 
my pan fifty-four dollars, and that without working full 
time. The particles here were all of a good size, with 
occasional, large specimens and handsome quartz amalga- 
mations. I saw some Kanakas (who are pearhaps the most 
exj^eH divers in the wx>rld) go down and bring up fine 
daiudks, which suggested the conslruetion of a dredging 
machine; but it could not be got to work with eflfeet, from 
the inequalities of the bottom. Diving-bells were ako 
thought of, but I never saw any in use. 

A question was raised there amongst the Americans 

* A species of small wolf. t Sandwich Islanders. 
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l^efHwelves, which led to much angry feeling, being on ob- 
jectk)n on the part of one class, that lai-ge cowipanies 
«h<yixld have the privilege of employing Indians or any 
'fj&er labour, taMng advantage of their capital to engage 
«. great number, staJcmg off a spaee for each hand, whether 
«H lempioyer or not, and thus establishing a system of mo- 
nopoly. Haere were several extensive V jawing matches " 
<m the «afeject, without leading to any arrangement during 
•ffiy sojourn; but I knl)wthat afterwards it was not per- 
mitted in any of the mines to stake off allotments for em- 
l^oyed hands, and in somie, even the hiring of thetm w«» 
altogether interdicted. 

The jealousy towards for^wgners was Tory strong indeed, 
Ihe Americans callifflg <Mit for the enforcement of that 
orfe for their expulsion which General Smith had issued, 
ii^aring he would not require any troops to carry it out, 
•as his own countaymen would act as volimteers on the oc- 
«a^n. This feeling, I could see, was especially levied 
•^t Ihe Engli^, while the Yankees condescended a most 
patronising regard for the Irish, evidently with a view of 
getting up a row betwixt them and the English; but I was 
y^ly delighted to see thetn, for the nonce, agree in terms 
'of S^Midly nationality, ncrtwithstanding all the angry poli- 
lacal incentives that were used to set them by the ears. 

In consequence of ihe insufferable heat of #ie weather, 
which toM wiii douMe effect in ihe glens and gulche? 
wteere -the miners were employed, they made n practice 
t)f turning out at the earliest dai»wi, working till ten o'dock, 
^en lying by till two o'clock, and working again in tiie 
^«Jf«ning till eight. They were a mix?ed class, made up of 
^saiouB nations, r^resenting every vice that morality, re- 
^^n, or law holds in abhorrence, and reminding me 
strongly, in 1heir* turbulent demeanour, of a gang <jf con- 
evicts during the absence of the overseer. No doubt some 
Igood citizens were scattered amongst them, but they were 
Ske isolated grain-blades smothered with noxious weeds. 

Prices of provisions rated much higher there than at the 
Weber, owing to the great difficulty of access, it being 
wholly unapproachable by waggons; and every article that 
'at an admitted of adulteration was mixed to the full with 
its -particular alloy. 

I proceeded from thence to the Middle and North Forks, 
which were both crowded, especially the former, and miners' 
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returns good. At the Middle Fork the general average at 
that time was two ounces: the particles were of a good 
size, with numerous handsome specimens, which fetched 
far above their intrinsic value. There were several of the 
dandy class in those diggings, but, as might be expected, 
they were not particularly successful. There was one par- 
ticularly flash company of that school, who regulated their 
movements by sound of trumpet, with tents, uniform, and 
implements to match, whom it was quite a treat to see turn 
out in the morning, with military order and precision, ma- 
naging everything with great system and success, save and 
except the matter of getting gold, which appeared to be 
repelled by their polished tools and formal appearance ; for 
while ragged fellows with rusty pickaxes and clumsy 
shovels carried home at evening their nice little pannikins 
of clear glittering gold, the Pittsburghers could scarcely 
boast a particle per hand. The fact was, they would not 
take the trouble of removing the soft surface-soil lying 
over tlie compact stratum that retained the gold, and their 
time was therefore employed merely in manufacturing 
muddy water. 

The epidemic of jealousy was raging here to a great ex- 
tent, and broke out fiercely against a German company 
underthe following circumstances, which every candid man, 
be he Yankee or Israelite, must admit were inexcusable, 
unjust, and disgraceful : — ^An American company, who had 
been working a barren spot very unprofitably, put up a 
notice that their ** valuable site" was for sale, as ttiey were 
going up to the Juba ; and a lot of Germans, who had just 
come in, offered themselves as purchasers. The price 
asked was exorbitant, as the proprietors said the digging 
returned so largely, and the following day was appointed 
for the Germans to come and see the fruits of an hour s 
working. The sellers went in the course of the night, and 
secreted gold dust in the banks, so that it would come to 
light as the natiu-al deposit during the course of the ex- 
periment, and got their worthy countrymen to puff up the 
cheat in the mean time. The following morning the poor 
Germans were so charmed with the apparent richness of 
the place, that they gave five hundred dollars and two valu- 
able gold watches for the property; and, oh! what indecent 
laughing there was at the " stupid dupes," and lofty com- 
mendations of the " almighty *cuteness" of Jonathan, when' 
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the transfer was completed ! I felt for the strangers, who 
were not strong enough either to enforce a restoration of 
their property or to rebuke the unbecoming insolence 
they were exposed to. However, like cool, sensible fellows, 
they stoically put up with what tliey saw they could neither 
remedy nor resent, and went to work amid jeers and taunts. 
It is unnecessary to say, that the proceeds of their first 
day's labour were not very encouraging; nevertheless, they 
persevered the following morning in a spirit of perfect 
contentment, and before night had their perseverance 
rewarded by some very promising indications. The third 
day these indications led to veritable realities, enabling 
them to turn out the best day's work done in the diggings 
up to that period, and to proceed with an increasing daily 
average. This turned the laugh against Mr. Jonathan, 
who, with the most unprincipled impudence, sought to 
reclaim by force what he disposed of by a swindle. The 
Germans, however, were not so easily scared as the Mexi- 
cans, though I believe they would have been forced to 
move off only for the timely arrival of another German 
emigrant company from the States. This occuri'ence may 
serve to convey an idea of the spirit that actuated the 
Americans throughout the placers, and congenially blends 
with repudiation as a typical colouring of national cha- 
racter. 

I also saw here, as the gentlemen of the long-robe say, 
a nice point raised, on which there was much discussion 
and difference of opinion. A man named Smith, who was 
about the first to work in the locality, had been so very suc- 
cessful in a short time, that he had his pile made before 
the crowd came, and went down to the city to make ar- 
rangements about getting home, burying his gold-dust till 
he returned; but, lo and behold! when he came back he 
found the uninscribed tombstone of his treasure within the 
stakes of a new company, who in a few days would have 
brought to light the astoimding revelation, that bountiful 
Nature not only showers gold on California, but leathern 
purses, too, to hold it. The party in possession at first 
sternly resisted the attempts of Smith to exhume his dust; 
but the matter was referred to a full court of arbitration, 
where all Smith's proofs, marks, and tokens would have 
weighed as air, had he not had the good fortune (as they 
conceive it) of being a native Yankee. ^j .^u y ^.^ 
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Dysentery was very prevalent in tfee North and Middle 
Forks, but not so faJtsl in its results as at the Amerkaa^ 
Fork or the Weber. I had another slight attack, whiek I 
attrib«ited to having my feet and legs so muah imm^'sed 
in cold water. NevertheleBfi, I took' omt while these eighty 
seven dollars, over and above my e3q)enaes; so that my trar 
velling, iastead of being atten^d with es^^ise, added t(K 
my purse as well as my stoek of inlbrmation. 

I next turned my steps to the Morm,on Island di^ n g8> 
emerging altogether &om the hills into a handsome roll- 
ing country, beautifully wooded, and decked with seveanl 
lovely flowering shrubs, and manzanita bufillies, with their 
handsome bunches of crimson berries, under which the 
quails w^e as thick as chidkens in a poultry-yard,' not 
caring to take wing as you eame upon them, but runniBg 
in amidst the thicket. I now eame upon a well-beatoi 
road, leading from the Mill to Sacramento city, which pre- 
sented a great growing thoroughfare of min^% and waggons, 
carrying goods from one town to the other. There wa6 
no lack of houaes of call on the way, for ev»ery hollow txed 
was the nueiems of a grog-shopi while m the' nei^bboiB!- 
hood ef evBiy spring or stream, a sort of taT«m ^ning ^ 
as froin the soil, l;ke ** a rose-tree in full bettang,'' en^>ow- 
ered in blooming flowers of printed calico, but deplurafedy 
remote from any analogy or affinity to nature in respect to 
Hkw eoBtents or charges. 

I had the hosfour ef spending the ni^t with a bomfiuse, 
who, though a nartive of England, hailed last from By4im^ 
wiiere he appeared to have aseiduotusly euitrri^ed Hit^ 
acqiudntaniee of all the penal auihoritfies, whose umauBB^ 
he was pecfectly ^uniliar wkh. He said, ''he was eaati 
away on. the eoast; but not liking t&e in£^iial plwie, iut 
left it withomt Uave " — ^a pieee ef xnadvert^i^ candoor Hurit 
smacked strcmgiy of a " mtsunderstaodiikg with the ImWiT 
in which, of course, he was the aggrieved party. Tkott 
were no sudi things as beds; so, adier staking my msle,. I 
(xnled myself up in a blanket, but ^mld not enjoy nEoek 
rest, as ti^ere were two pair of waggoners playiag easda 
upon the spongy counter, who Inrot^t down their troaaffr 
with an energy &ait made the tumblecs ring; rniappiag t£fi 
sweet bonds of repose at each thump and asseveratioou 

Next morning nay road opened into the flat, spacmia 
valley of the Sacramento, which spreads out into imnmnffe 
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tr&ets, masked ia ^aees with \mB& of timbeir, a thiek belt 
sliowing the e^urse o£ the Eio de loa Am^canoa. It wbb a 
magplficen^ pro^eet^wantmg only the grtteftil tkit of t69- 
dure to reader it ixsmaeeodi&mt. But tiie tall gvaas was 
scorched to the earthy sad tiae &ie poppy peculiaF to the 
coimtry shnvelled asd shrunken,, tb^ crisp vegetaiion, be^ 
coming like snM& beneadih l&a treads whUe the baked snrlaoa 
waa &plit into dry chinks and fissures gaping for moisture. * 
Yet men of repui;atiofi can be found to extol ^iat as an agxi* 
cakuuai cottntry, aad to^ paint it in alhiring cqIouts as aa 
unequalled £eld for hushasodry, thoo^ the spot on whiidi. 
I then Sftood wb& about -the gen^:*al elevation of the lower 
vaRey of the Sacajamente, fully twenty feet above the river 
at it» summer leveL: a demenstaraution of the impossibility 
of ever calling in irrigatioii to c«inpenaa^ for ^e lack of 
naiucaJ. motstui^e; 

I rode en through thie valley, mow and then taking diei- 
ter under tile huge oaks thajb toe seattened over the ftMte of 
the country, and arrived at Mormon island eady in the 
evening, before, the miners knodkedoff workiHg, as they^ 
term it. These diggings take^ their name firasn being &mt 
discoveved and/««orked by a body of Moranons, who gateut 
great quantities before the public foimd it out Th^ was 
i»^ room, I may say, for another nuin at the piaee at the 
time of my visit, ita eonictentienit poaitiott and easiness 0i 
approach leading aU new eom«es to it The gteat rsMjiuktg^ 
of tlae miners had entered ia^ a joijit aasoeiatieir he turn- 
ing the river between the island and tiie skom^. and weie 
ih&n engird in» cutting the m^w<^umeLr expeeting to de- 
rive exta»ordinacy profits f^Tom the undiortaki&g, in) i^iidt 
the contiguouft tests fiiQ^yjusta&ed them. Great caRitemewt 
waa oaused pendang its eom^tion, w&ich npened mtxy a 
regular ^bar& msa^t; sanguine men porchaeong the «b- 
peetations of less impukive eo-eperators^ and original share* 
hflJfders selHi^ out to new-eomers, who st^>ped into* ihmi 
shoes I so that, before the ^ was finished, wiry few,, as 1 
aiiberwards learaied, of the M*igin.i^rs were in the coiw^m, 
v^biidi turned out only modeititely wdl, averaging s&^ miaeh 
as minere were ordinasiiy in the halbat g& makmg, butinifi- 
nitely beOiow the standaid- by wQiiiek purchasers, of shaises 
made their caleuhutionsL 

I had now visited sdl the priaici^l divings of Ihe low^ 
Sacmmento (as I may call them),, without b^fegL^aite i<>^^ 
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tisfy myself in what manner or by what agency the gold 
came to be so wonderfully diflfiised through the soil; for at 
erery place where I tried in the proper stratum, I invari- 
ably found it, in greater or smaller quantities, at consider- 
able elevations, and on abrupt slopes remote from the 
operation of water-courses or inundations, looking as if it 
were part and parcel of the original soil. Had it been 
confined to ravines, gullies, and dried-up river-beds, or the 
bars and banks of rivers, it might be easily and feasibly 
accounted for by the detritus being carried down and de- 
posited by winter^ torrents, which, in the moimtain re- 
gions, perform the expensive mechanical part of mining, 
stamping, and breaking up the quartz, through the natural 
agency of rocks hurled from great heights, which either 
crush it to a powder, or chip off plentiful abrasions, which 
are more and more disintegrated as they are carried 
down, becoming finer in the particles the faither they are 
carried from the original seam. But being diffused as I 
have described, I must leave to more patient and scientific 
travellers to account for the anomalous appearances of the 
gold, merely adding a short extract from the scientific ob- 
servations of Mr. Brackenridge, touching the theory of its 
formation : — 

"Let us suppose a series of horizontal strata, one above 
another, but of unequal depth, incumbent on the original 
unstratified mass, which forms the nucleus of the globe. 
According to geologists, this was the natural position; now, 
in consequence of some great volcanic agency, the lower 
mass is thrown up, and becomes the nucleus of a moun- 
tain, and that which was before the lowest now. appears on 
the top, while the various strata, which lay flat upon it, are 
tilted up the sides; these being cut through, there are ex- 
posed to view the various strata and their contents, in the 
same manner as if a shaft had been sunk through them in 
their horizontal position. If there be any metallic seams 
to the right or left of these cuts, they will be seen like 
threads, and running lengthwise with the range of the 
mountains. The metals contained in the now vacant 
spaces of those ravines have been carried away and depo- 
sited below. The masses then separated may be the woriL 
of thousands of years ; but the quantity may be estimated 
by the number and width of the natural cuttings of ihe 
gold seams now disconnected.' It is certeu\Jfee, gold at 
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tiie bottom cannot exceed the amount carried down from 
these original deposits. 

" Without assuming that the gold on the Sierra Nevada 
is greater than in the same range farther south, its peculiar 
geographical and geological character may be a reason why 
gold may be found in California in greater abundance than 
any other part of the world. It is found along the whole 
range, from Sonora to Chili, although in greater or less 
abundance ; and there is no doubt that a variety of other 
metals will be met with, perhaps as valuable, when the 
passion for gold-washing will have somewhat abated. It is , 
remarkable that gold has been found almost invariably on 
the western, or Pacific side of the great range, while silver, 
copper, and lead, are discovered on the eastern side, at a 
much higher elevation. It is probable that, instead of gold, 
silver and copper exist on the eastern side of the Sierra 
Nevada, towards the Great Basin; but by what process or 
operation of nature came these seams, or veins of gold, or 
other metals, to be thus deposited ? Was it the agency of 
fire, or by water and alluvion ? I think it probable that 
both may have been at work, being the two greatest sol- 
vents in nature, and at the same time the greatest crystal- 
lisers : perhaps metallic ore may be the work of alluvion, 
and the production of pure metallic substances that of heat. 
With respect to gold, I think the latter theory is more 
reasonable, as it is always found in a pure state, while the 
quartz (piu'e silex) in which it is contained may be alluvial, 
and one of the earliest deposits, from the decomposition of 
the original unstratified mass. But where shall we seek 
for the original supply of the precious metal? How is it 
formed, or whence has it been extracted by the agency of 
heat? 

"It is not enough to say that, like other metals, it is 
found diffused through all nature; for an appreciable 
quantity of gold has been extracted from violets. In my 
opinion, it exists in the original imstratified mass, in im- 
perceptible proportions, but proportions varying in different 
places, other metals being more or less abundant. The 
greater proportion of our soils were formed, according to 
Sir Humphrey Davy, by decomposition of the original 
mass, and this accounts for the diffusion of gold or small 
particles, which may be taken up by plants, and enter into 
the composition of organised bodies. If, then, the imstra- 
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tified roek is ^le origisal seat of tiie metaly Irat is partiicles 
infinitely minute, it may have been »^«fBted by a very 
high degree ei heat, hy ^ich it ironM lie subliinatad, or 
volatilised, and ^ns easried npward by chi^uco^leeteie: 
force, and by a process resembling distillation Ixl tibis 
way it wo^^ penetrate the quartz roak, or beecradensed in 
the spaces of ihe laminated strata, sach as taio-sdiist or 
mica-skte. Such is tifte tiieory of Buddmd and ddaor 
modem geologists. It may be mere speculation; but one 
thing is certain, as may be seen at once 1^ those whafa^ve 
examined ifee larger masses of gold brooght foom CaiiiHr- 
nia^ that the finer particles of gold have been rem, together 
by a second operation of heat, sufficient only to fuse tiiem 
and separate them irom the quartz; tihe fiz^ was diatilkh 
tion, the second i^nelting, or rather simple finskm. It is 
possible that these great operations of Natxa*e haere b^ax 
repeated at di^^ent intervds, and diiiierimt seanKt of ^{saetz^ 
and gold may be found on asct^din^tiie raviiiesy Hie loiwr 
more completely scattered (but in fin^* particles) t^iofighr 
and the higher having undergone afteiwards simple tor 
sion." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Lesre for Sftcramento CHr— Description of tb© Country— l^nHlen' Bzaotions— Their 
Mode of dealing with In4Um->Their Bthical KoCt0B»-Tfae Mimibtn of 8«lnoii 
in the Biver, yet no FMteriee Cokmd CtaoAMr'e Aooout ef the FwlgnMif 
SuffefiagroB ike HnmboMt and the Pcetrt^SoMne'i Fott— Look in i«ia for hit 
gveet Com4keld«^The Captain mUs hia lataieet in the Land at the Emberai. 
dero, and endeavours to found SuttersTiUe— The Appearance of Sacramento City 
—Description of it— Value of Town Lots— Accommodation for Vititori— A Call- 
fomian Dormitory— Active Trade of Che City— Anxiety of the Traders to secure 
Custom— The Pandiemoniums— Their motley Preque ntoi National Characteris- 
tic»— Miners* Recklessness— The Harboui^oShe Sh^ping^Tbeh* anomaloae 
V«hie— Wages at Sacramento— Bo Women Jier Chttdren Itere thc»— CaUftNVfeBi 
'Bonenmhip— iBdUn Irtlwieii. .Biaknew fa» the CiQr— The lAiheahhineaa eC lie 
BHuatioB— Go down the Sacsanenio In a Whale-boat— Snttetsi^Ue^—CaU on Ca^^ 
'tain Sutter — Schwartz's Settlement — The old Russian Emfaareadero — ^Meet Ves- 
sels full of Gold-hunters— Sleep on the River Bank — The Sacramento a noUe 
River — The Slough — Evening Party there — Its meIan<AoIy Termination — Enter 
the Upper or Suisoon Bay— New York— Carqnhies Strait— Bemiota— Its Pins- 
pects— Visit Sonoma— The Valley and the Tcrwn— General TaUc^ja soueIou to 
have it-raade the Seat of Goviemmenft— BSdaover ttie IMihhnoTh— di Leaw ftr 
Sacnuncnte in a laaall Sofaooaeh. 

I LEFT Mormon Island ^^r Soopamentaeify, tssHrelfingalang 
the Eio de los Americanos, the noble valley ezpandkig aa 
I prooeeded, and, as I before remarice^, waning only in 
naoisture to render it one of the most fertile in. £be iKirkL 
Tke timber Mlowed the course of tke river, azid appeared 
. in large clumpe on ihe plain, in the plaoes from whuck the 
water last recedes, superb trees standmg sasg^ kece and 
there, oovering a space that at a little €^tanfle appeared 
nmch greater than the radias of any sia^e tnee^ Whecencer 
one di those stood contiguoue to the rc^ad, it waa eertaia to 
be the site of a gmg-^op; and, niumeraua thon^ siuih 
plaeea of resort were, they all appeansd to be well patron^ 
ised, nor did one ever hear a. gromhle about the exaetiona 
of theiir proprietors, thoi^ they demanded thfee dollais 
for ft bottle of stouit, and one de^lax for ikxax little sella of 
trash, which had no more the flavour of tobaeee than thc^ 
had tibat of honey. I saw three Califoraian Indians eem^ 
into one of those places while I was resting there,, to buy ar 
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bottle of spirits, of which they are passionately fond. The 
host better than half filled a bottle with alcohol, making 
up the residue with water, for which he charged them three 
dollars; and afterwards, taking the scale to weigh their 
dust, put in the quarter-ounce weight, which I knew was 
above the standard, and kept that full quantity in payment, 
thus robbing those ignorant creatures in the three branches 
of that simple transaction: first, giving them half water; 
secondly, putting in a four-dollar weight to get three dol- 
lars; and, thirdly, having the said weight twenty-five per 
cent, above par: in addition to which, he charged a most 
imconscionable price for an abominable compound. 

As soon as the Indians went out, he tiuned to me, and 

said, " I reckon you smoked how I sarved them at B 

out?" To which I nodded. " You know," he continued, 
"no Christian man is bound to give full value to those 
infernal red-skins ; they are unsoffisticated vagabones, and 
have no more bissnis with money than a mule or a wolf; 
they've no religion, an' tharfore no consciences, so I deals 
with them accordin'." "But," I replied, not caring to get 
into an ethical controversy with so undiluted a reprobate, 
" I believe your missionaries have already begun to en- 
li^ten them, and are making preparations on a large scale 
to convert and bring them into the Christian fold." "No 
doubt they have," he said ; "but it is time enough for men 
in trade to encourage them when they laam the truths of 
the Gospel." 

A new batch of customers interrupted the dialogue, so I 
left this impressive moralist, who I am satisfied deals with 
all alike when he finds he can try on his cheating with 
impunity. A good many batches of cattle and mules now 
began to dot the plain ; some that had crossed by the land 
route, and just arrived, presenting a wretched contrast to 
those sleek-sided beasts which were bred in the coimtiy. 
Looking down the steep river-bank as I sauntered along, I 
could distinctly see great numbers of enormous salmon and 
trout in the clear water below. Such, as I have already 
remarked, abound in the Sacramento, San Joaquim, and 
all their tributaries, in all of which there are countless 
favourable places for erecting weirs, where any amount of 
fish might easily be taken, which always command an ex- 
orbitant price in the Sacramento and Francisco markets. 
No one, however, seems to give the matter^any attention. 
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though most other projects which present a profitable 
aspect are jumped at with avidity. I talked over the sub- 
ject with some gentlemen of intelligence and capital in 
both cities, but I could riot induce them to entertain it, 
though they would unhesitatingly give eight or ten dollars 
for a good fish. Their general objection was the great 
rises of the river, though, as I told them, weirs might be 
constructed that could be removed on the approach of 
floods. 

About four o'clock I saw a flag waving on the end of a 
tall pole a few miles ahead, on the line of the river, where 
the valley opened out in a south-easterly direction farther 
than the eye could follow its bounds. This I was told was 
Sutter's Fort, the place where Captain Sutter first esta- 
blished himself when he reached that country. As I was 
riding slowly on, I was overtaken by a pack-mule train, 
just coming in from the States, im^er the guidance of 
Colonel Cranshaw. Both men and animals appeared ter- 
ribly cut up, and there were complaints of many accidents 
and great hardships, and the loss of several animals by 
exhaustion and Indian treachery. The men drew a fright- 
ftil picture of the suflerings of the emigrants on Humboldt 
Elver and the desert. Colonel Cranshaw giving it as his 
opinion that they would all perish unless early succour were 
sent to them. I recommended him to represent it to tlie 
authorities as soon as he got to the city, which he did; and 
I believe it was the means of bringing about the organisa- 
tion for their rescue which was subsequently so effectively 
got up. He also informed me of the spread of cholera in 
the States, and mentioned several fatal cases as having 
occurred amongst the emigrants along the Platte. 

We pulled up at Sutter's Fort, which is about two miles 
from the embarcadero on the Rio de los Americanos. It 
is an oblong pile, erected on a rising ground, with a few 
of the characteristics of a fortress about it, being built of 
adobes, the external wall from eighteen to twenty feet in 
height, shedded down all round inside, with an adobe 
house two stories high in the centre. This was originally 
the captain's residence, and all the sheds served as his 
stores, stables, &c. Now the house is a hotel, and the 
sheds are fitted up as hospitals, billiard-rooms, and taps. 
There are two large gates, at each of which there were a 
pair of Indians couchant; but the whole is in a state of 
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4eeay, fust cnm^lmg into its odgizial dust, in whi^ it 
iiviovQd not sturprise me if there were a small per-centage ^ 
-die golden quality. I looked abost the fort for Captaan 
Sutter's immense ^Ids <^ wheat tend ccku, which should 
iJben he ready for the siokle, but nort a head of either was 
to be seen, the captom having relinquished agricultural 
pursuits about the timewheii they would haye recompensed 
liim best, if the p^nrsuit had been a thriving (me ; but I 
suppose the captain made the experiment, and findmg the 
climate imsuita^lte fer maturing grain, discontinued its 
•culture; for he is not the man to aband<m a preject if he 
lliinks it caxi be made to answer expectations by perse^e- 
Tanee and industry. He no longer resides at the ^rt, his 
head-quarters being wt Suttereville, on the banks of the 
Sacramento, aiboift three miles below the city, wii^« he is 
endeavouring to foimd anew town, having sold his interest 
in the site of SaCTamento before it ^cew into its present 
importeaee: a piece of ever^anxiely which liirew a eocmt- 
less fortune into the bands oi the purchasers, and which 
he wiU BOt be ahie to repair in hid new project, far it does 
loot «gipe«F to ^seke in the slightest degree. 

<Sfienuiieiito city, as the embarcadaro is caUed, was cleariy 
visible from the fort, reposing on the plain in its wiiite 
'smnftier eostoBte; tbe pkdns on both sides down i^^ooked 
with eatUe, mtdes, and horses, from which the ooean emi- 
grants ptB'chased their et^^Hes, there being no animal 
market in San Fmncisco. For a mile out from the eity 
Hiere was a suburb of snow-white t^Qts of different dnq^es 
imd sizes, erected amongst the fine open tpees that skirted 
it, presenting a pretty and most unique appearance. On 
entering the town I found nine-tenths of the houses made 
of ihe same materaa^, nailed on yeiy light frames indeed; 
the streets laid out i;^4th great regularity, and of a fbie 
width, many of the msgestic trees being permitted to re- 
main, casting iiieir delieious shade around, and adding 
wonderfully to the laovel and pleasing effect. The ^<^ 
«nd stores are very spacious, and excellently assorted. 
<^uantities of even light portable goods are piled out under 
the verandahs, where they remain night and day (starange 
as it may appear in this nnxed commrunity) wi^ perfect 
security: such was the apprehension of summary punish- 
ment that followed detected theft. 

Town lots were fetching wonderful prices^ at Jhat period; 
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sites with frtntta^es imeBkyS^Q ^set by imenty-^ye feet in 
iLepth bdaging -Seom three thoasand doUaars to five thou- 
,B9md. dollars, with a steady upward tendeaey. Thei« were 
m» iK>telB; l)utin lieu of them thei^e were bospding-houses, 
^^vbese hare meals eost twenty^fire doUass per week. At- 
tidied to BBidkk there was a lai^ apartment, littered over 
^wxth hay, where you paid (me dollar for the privilege of 
Ijmg OKI ihe ^OHXui in your blanket. If you remained 
iOfver one ui^bit, you i*olied your blaaiket up on the spot 
wbero yo>u lipf^ amd left; it tiieve; but as all did not go to 
bed St the ftaiBe time, or in the same trim, you were subject 
te Jacave your snecing intemipted bythe iron keel of a Im^ 
hB9t on year n^se, or the knee of a staggering emigrant in 
search of his nest in lihe pit of your stomach; nor was it 
smasoal in the momingto find a emigealed tobaoso spittle 
4000, your dgieek, oar like a big sooit-drop on your bhmket. 
'3!here was one "^ent" who generally retired about ihe 
mmme kour tlittt I did, who tojd me, as "^a curiosify," that 
^mk last mght w« had the hon<mr of having as bed-feUows 
iwo real jodl^pes, ^re ex-igoveraraers, three lawyers, and tt& 
Boany doctoiB, streaked with blacksmitiis, tinkers, and 
tailcMS, ''^hAt made a moei, almigbdy beautiM -democivtic 
amsijgmn; that^ a iaiot" Our boiod was as good as it 
^floaM be whiiout £sh, milk, butter, ^or isegetshdes; b«t ihe 
*d(Eink was dire staff. 

3]ibere was an metehne business doing in en^ery shop with 
emigrants fitting out iar the mmes; and so «nxiacis were 
sbopkeepers to secure a trade at their large scale of pvofite, 
^titmt they^never exhibited aay besitetioB abocd; giving credit 
49 iarge anunmte to parties they weoe li^oliy unacquaanted 
with, and this without any inlarodnction whatever. I ssp^v 
se^^end instances of tins, sjid lieard ^emtgruite eiq)i»e8S Iheir 
.aateekhment at the wonderM lib^^ty of tl^ traders, 
whet, howecrer, took care in all the cases to pahn off a se- 
^smd-raite artic^ or one liiat had snilered damage in its 
loQg tisansit, knowing that customers accommodated with 
ismg credits would not be overnscrutinous in their exami- 
natk>ns ; while their knowledge of the ridmess of th^ mines 
afforded them a guarantee that their customers would hove 
tlie means of easy repayment within their reach. 

But the establishmeivte that commanded the largest and 
steadiest trade, and where the circulating medium beat 
with the strongest pulsation, were the "pandempnuimg," 
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which were crowded morning, noon, and night, with cer- 
tainly, the most mixed and motley congregations I ever 
hefore witnessed: whites, half-castes, copper, mahogany, 
and blacks— delegates from every nation that takes any part 
or interest in the commerce or intercourse of the world; 
their features more yaHed than their colours, and their 
costumes representing the fashions of their several coun- 
tries. The jargon of voices, mutterings, and exclamations 
of those votaries of fortune, made a most strange medley <^ 
sounds, and one could well discover the various national 
characteristics of the players in the progress of the game: 
the cool indifference of the Eussian or the Turic, the latter 
placidly stroking his beard imder the frowns of the fickle 
goddess; while the Frenchman at his elbow was sibilating 
his "«a<T««," and the Yankee opposite cursing and thumping 
the table with boisterous vehemence ; Paddy down at the 
end consoling himself with the philosophic reflection, " The 
worse luck now the better another time. Come, my hearties I 
send round the ball — a faint heart never won a fair lady — 
hurroo !' — the cloaked Spaniard and the phlegmatic German 
laying down their stakes mechanically from the outside; 
the Scotch chiel poking in his head from the same region, 
just to see how the chances ran " afore he risked his siller ;" 
while Italians sn\oked and hummed, and Chinese looked 
as innocent as if tricks were no part of their training. All 
the new-comers staked coin, the miners dust, some of them 
putting down large purses at a single venture, exclaiming, 
"Now for it! home or the diggins!" "The diggins, by 
heaven!" as the president raked the bag into the infernal 
coffers ; and up got the miner to go dig another fortune, 
and again to have it charmed from his grasp. 

There was a large fleet of fine shipping in the river, lying 
afloat close enough to the banks to discharge by gangway, 
the river being very deep, and tidal for fifty miles above 
the city. Several splendid ships were dismantled, and con- 
verted into stores, boarding-houses, and hospitals, their 
crews having all deserted, and there being no possibility 
of getting them down to the coast. I saw "A. 1'' shijm 
there, four hundred tons burden, offered for eight thousand 
dollars without getting a customer; and fifteen-ton boats, 
suited for river trade, selling readily as high as two thou- 
sand five hundrisd dollars. Wages for all descriptions of 
work were very high at that time, a common labourer getting 
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twelve dollars and his " keep," and any other sort of trades- 
man from one omice to twenty dollars. The cost of tight- 
ening the tires of a waggon was thirty-two dollars, and fiiat 
of shoeing a horse twelve dollars. However, as the emi- 
grants came in, those unparalleled charges were gradually 
Sned down, hut never to what I would call a reasonahle 
level. 

There was one peculiarity ahout the city, then containing 
ahout ten thousand souls, that could not fail to strike a 
stranger immediately — namely, the total absence of women 
and children. Native Califomians were constantly coming 
and going; galloping, as is always their custom, at full 
speed, even through the most crowded thoroughfares. 
They manage their horses, however, with admirable skill, 
and can rein them up in an instant, from the severity of 
their bits. Numbers, too, of the native Indians were con- 
stantly strolling about, too idle to hire themselves out, even 
at the high rates offered. They were strolling in groups, 
and generally engaged in gambling, not with cards, but at 
a kind of thimble-rig, in which oneman takes a small ball, 
and after shuffling his hands, so as to puzzle the sight, then 
holds them out for the parties to guess in which the ball 
is, each taking his turn at hiding it. I was greatly amused 
while standing over them as they were squatted imder a 
large tree at the end of one of the main streets, swaying 
their bodies about and passing remarks during the progress 
of the game. 

Sickness prevailed in the city in the shape of dysentery 
and diarrhoea, and great apprehensions were entertained 
that the incoming emigrants would bring cholera with 
them. I fear that the city, from its position, will never be 
a peculiarly healthy one, for it stands in a hollow, several 
feet below the level of the river-bank. This renders it ab- 
solutely impossible to drain it properly; while the ground 
at the back, towards the foi*t, and again on the south, 
towards Suttersville, rises so considerably, that unless the 
authorities can estabUsh a mediterranean sink to swallow 
the impurities, they must let them dry up and fester in the 
pools that stand imder the houses, which are raised on 
piles. 

After inspecting this gossamer city, I started with a few 
new acquaintances in a whale-boat down the Sacramento, 
leaving at the turn of the tide, and dropping down Jo Sut- 

D 
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tersville, wktere there were a few ^i^ ly^- Tliere, 
although seyeral streets were staked out, very few hoiwes 
were erected, and no appearanoe of any trade or busde, 
exo^t that resulting from a small garaison of United Slates 
troops stationed there, greatly thinned, as I heard» by de- 
sertion, while at the back of the town stood the r^idenee 
of Captain Sutter, on whom I called. He was, however, at 
his randEio on Feather Biver; a eiroumstance I mudi re- 
gretted, as I e2q)ected to have derived a good deal of inlor* 
maidon from him conceming the country, and to have 
obtained his candid opinion, as to it& agricultural eafka- 
Hlities. 

Four miks farther down, on the opposite side o£ the 
xiveacy there is a €rerman settler named Sdirwartz, vi^o has 
cleared a lot of land, on which he raises water and musk 
m^ns and pumpkins, and now derives a v&ry good income 
from their sale. He has a squad of half-civilised Indians 
about him, whom be keeps mostly employed in ztet^shing 
ifxr salmon, which they eatoh in gseat munbers and oi im- 
mense size. Some of them, that I saw split aaad suqiended 
to dry in a shed behind his house, weighed as oerach as 
thirty peimds, and are only used for the diet of his Ltdian 
servitors, who relish them exceedingly. I told him it would 
pay him better than Ms vegetable gardening to send the 
fidfi fresh to the Sacramento macket: an experiment he 
said he would try. He is a long time in the country, and 
said to be enormously rich, but lives in a rude and eon^ 
foardess state, and without any idea of hospitality. A iew 
miles below him, on the 0}^906ite bank, is what is cafied 
the lUss^an embarcadero: a looping indentation on ^ 
shore, where the Buasiams at one time fonned a small set- 
tlement, but at present there is no vestige of the ookmy, 
nor does tiae adjoining couzitry famish any evidenoe ^aix 
they were improring settlers; for, beyond a small cleazsnee 
for Ute supply of &rewood, I could not see aiay trace of 
indimtry. 

We puMed eigM or nine miles ^Hrther down, agantst a 
strong flood tide, passing two ^hooners and seva!Bl saoualler 
craft on their way up, choke-full of passengers ; and, as the 
shades of evening set in, made fast our boat to a tree slam^ 
cooking our supper, and fixing our coudies em tbe heak; 
often hearing throughout the night the jocund song of m» 
bryo gold-diggers, gladly gliding ovier tl^wateKS t^ ^ 
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gdiden gooL Next momiag we got tinder way early, stealing 
down by the lofty banks under the shade of the uupending 
trees, getting an occasional slapt of favourable wind at 
some of the beaids of this truly itoble river, which jb abaest 
of a uniform depth, without "snag" or "sawyer^" or any 
other obstruction, to interfere with or endanger navigatiois : 
a peculiarity the more striking from the great height and 
impetuosity of its winter floods^ and the proximity of tim- 
ber trees to the banks. There are scarcely any water-fowl 
on its lower waters, and rarely, if ever, i» there an open 
space in liie impenetrable for^t that skirts its chores. I 
landed in several places, where I thought I discovert 
bres^; but they were of no extent, and only eau^d by 
ktgones too swampy for the growth of timber. We patsed 
two small Indian encampments during the day; but the 
occupants had nothing to offer in the W£^ of trade, and 
a^jpeared to be living in a state of great squalor, many of 
them covered with blotches and loathsome ulcers. 

However, if silence and solitude reigned along the shores, 
the songs of the sailors and boatmen, asid tl^ chants of 
cheery emigrants, enlivened the waters as they swept along, 
in quick succession, towards the goal of their fortimes; and 
mMiy a time were we hailed for inforsiaation by thotse san- 
guine voyagers, to know how matters went on in the mines, 
as they conceived it **^ passing strange" to see mea tuaming 
their backs upon Plutus as we were. We came on the 
second night to the mouth of the Slough, a nan^w gut that 
runs in a straight course for eight mites, joiiMng the river 
again at the end of that disfemce, the river taking a s^K^eep 
of forty miles to arrive at the same point It is deep 
enough for any vessel, and all come through it to shorten 
the distance. According to the computation of an Asfte- 
rican settler there, we were ninety miles from Saxnramento. 
In ihe course of the evening we were joined by four other 
boafe on their way trp, and made " right merrie" on the 
strengtia of our pleasing intelligence; for, though I did not 
disguise the drawbacks, such as sickness and privations, 
these never overcast the bright anticipations which the cer- 
tain abumdance of gold engendered. Myriads of mosqui^ 
toes filled the air in the neighbourhood, the first I saw on 
the waters oi tiie Sacramento, and of a very poisonous 
species, in<£amniation. setting in immediately after the sting. 
They rented all omr efforts to banish them ^^£md continued 
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dreadftilly annoying, coming in clouds from the tule marshes 
that lay between the Slough and the river. Like our party 
coming up the Platte, the Americans betook themselves to 
the water, performing all sorts of capers, and, in their exu- 
berant glee, indulging in every manner of joke: one fellow, 
after a heavy plunge, shouting out, "Bottom, bottom!" ano- 
ther hallooing in reply, " Take care you don't knock it out, 
and let through all the gold!" and such like badinage; but 
in the height of the merriment a sharp cry of distress arose, 
and before assistance could be rendered, a young man, 
name4 Flintner, had passed from the hopes and anxieties of 
this world to an endless eternity. 

After passing the Slough next morning, the river began 
to expand, forming bars in places, the timber getting thin- 
ner, and the banks more and more flat, imtil we passed the 
delta through which the waters of the Sacramento and the 
San Joaquim disembogue into Suisoon Bay. On getting 
into the bay we encountered a heavy sea, driven up by a 
north-westerly breeze, which was quite enough for an open 
boat to contend with; and the wind continued to freshen 
so much that we were forced to bear off for a small harbour 
on its eastern shore, where a new city has been founded, 
under the proud name of New York. It is, however, a per- 
fect mystery to me on what its foimders build their expec- 
tations of future eminence, for it stands on a swamp, with 
a shallow channel to approach it, and a bald barren coim- 
try behind it. As the afternoon advanced the breeze lulled, 
and we entered Carquines Strait under a resplendent sky, 
gemmed over with celestial jewels, that shed a glittering 
light on the high, bold cliffs of its southern shore ; the in- 
fant city of Bemicia, on the hanging slope opposite, with its 
ships in front, and military cantonments spread out on the 
hill behind, presenting a novel but beautiM spectacle. 

Benicia stands on tiie northern shore of the strait which 
connects the Suisoon and the San Pablo Bays; the strait 
is a mile wide, and several fathoms in depth. The shore 
along the town is bold and deep, admitting vessels of the 
largest burden to come close alongside. The head-quarters 
of the American troops in California are fixed here, which, 
I imagine, led to the idea of establishing the city, in ex- 
pectation that extensive government works would follow. 
As yet, however, there is no symptom of any move of that 
sort, and town lots, which were for a while at a high 
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premium, now drag out a precarious existence at par. 
There are a few good houses and stores, but there is no 
stir of trade about it. Like New York, the country behind 
Benicia is of mediocre character, the hills approaching it 
closely, and it has no connexion with any of the mines. 
I cannot therefore predict any great prospect for this new 
place, which has, however, many iiatural advantages. 

When leaving Sacramento I intended going on to Fran- 
. Cisco, then moving south, and wintering in the district of 
the valley of San Jose ; but I here accidentally met with two 
of my companions across the continent, with two other 
friends of theirs, on their way up to Sacramento, to start 
for Trinity Kiver, of which route they recounted to me mar- 
vellous tales, derived from indubitable authority, pressing 
me to join them. This I finally consented to, having, as 
I calcvdated, nearly three months to visit the northern 
diggings before the rainy season would set in; so I arranged 
to meet them at Sacramento in three days, giving them 
authoritj'^ to include my requisites in their outfit, as I de- 
termined to take this opportunity of visiting Sonoma, 
which was represented in fiie most glowing colours as a 
valley of great beauty and extraordinary fertility, where 
grain had been raised, and could be grown to meet the 
requirements of the entire country, being anxious to see a 
place so particularly specified as possessing agricultural 
qualifications, of which I doubted the existence for any ex- 
tent in any part of the valley of the Sacramento. The 
valley and the town, one of tlie sites of the old. Missions,, 
are situated on the northern shores of the bay, about 
eighteen miles inland, on a creek of its own name, which 
is navigable for twelve or fourteen miles for vessels of light 
draught in seasons of high water; but at this season (10th 
September) the embarcadero cannot be approached, even 
by a canoe, except at the top of high water. The shores, 
of the bay, for some miles inland, are marshy, and fit for 
nothing unless it be the cultivation of rice. However, as 
I proceeded the land improved wonderfully in quality, but. 
the fine grass was brown and parched for want of moisture ; 
several herds of t^me cattle and horses, all in magnificent 
condition, were scattered over it. There were also good 
log-houses of new settlers. The valley is bounded at the 
back by low rounded hills, with scarcely any timber, but 
green all over with wild oats, on which Jth^^_cattle_^Ad 
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when other herbage is scanty; and from those hills tiieiie 
issue several streams, that might be made subservient to 
the purposes of irrigation in the earlier season, but verj' 
few of them now contained any water. 

The town, like all the old Missions, is built round a 
plaza, but there is now scarcely a vestige of the old estab- 
lishments ; in their stead, good modem houses and stores 
have been erected. It is a favourite place for settlement 
by those not carried away by the mania of gold-digging, 
and will rise into importance, if the proprietor. General 
Don Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, succeeds (as it is thought 
he will) in baring the seat of government taransferred thither, 
when it would become ilie residence of ih^ governor, and 
t^e place where Hie senate and assembly would congregate. 
The general, who is an enormously rich man, would be 
gready benefited by such an arrangement, for almost ail 
Sie property around belongs to him. The po6iti0n and 
natural beauty of the place will tell in its favour, and I 
understand tia^t the general has offered to advance a sum 
sufficient to cover the erection of ail the offices and public 
buildings required by the government. I waited on the 
general, who is a native of the coimtry, and was received 
with the greatest courtesy and hospitality. He is a ^ne^ 
handsome man, in the prime of life, of superior attainments 
and great natural talent: the only native Califomian in ihe 
senate. His lady is also possessed of unusual personal 
attractions, and of that easy dignity and cordiality of man- 
ner so peculiarly characteristic of Spanish ladies. His 
house is a fine one, superbly fiunished, and wanting in 
notiiing that comfort or luxury requires. 

I hh-ed a horse, and rode over the whole of the adjacent 
country, kno-wn as the v«dley of Sonoma, but could only 
meet a few places, of inconsiderable extent, where crops 
could be raised, as in those localities only could irrigation 
be kept up to the proper period of maturation. I finished 
my survey time enough to get down to a nice schooner 
lymg at the mouth of the creek, in which I engaged my 
ps^sage to Sacramento; but, being late, I was obliged to 
put up with deck accommodation, all the berths below 
being occupied : a disappointment I did not much,regret 
in such a dimate, on one of its finest nights, after such an 
apprenticeship as I had served to unsheltered sleeping in 
crossing the plains. « - y <^— 
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CHAPTEE V. 



Set sail and get Aground— How we bumped, thumped, and staggered— Scene in the 
CaWn— Sleeping in the Foresail— Providential Deliverance— Joking next Morning 
—Dead Calm and hot Sun— Cast Anchor— Amosementsi on Board^The CaBfor- 
nian Prayer-lrook— Short Cfmmions— Wild Cattle— Shoot a Steer— Their Fine 
Shape— How tbef originated and increMed— Substitute for the Huffalo— Ciet the 
Beef oa Board— Sharp Exercise and c<dd Evening Air superinduce Illness— Symp- 
toixu— Califoraian Ague— The Sufferings it entails— How I dealt with it and 
conquered it— Causes of its vhrulence in the Mines— Wonderful Progress of Sacra- 
mento—Attempt to Defeat the Charter by the Gamblers— Their Motives— First 
Hotel in Sacramento— Its Style of Architecture— Internal Constmctioiw-The 
Opening Banquet— Cost and Bent of the Concern. 

We weighed anchor by moonlight with a fine breeze; but 
just as we hove in stays on our first tack, we forereached 
on to a bank, getting fast aground, and as the tide rose, 
kept thumping and drifting for some hours. Although the 
sea did not run very high, our situation was attended with 
danger, as our bark was one of those frail craft got up 
hurriedly to meet the demand for river navigation, and was 
neither timbered, fastened", nor found substantially, and 
was without even a kedge on board to bowse her off. 
However, as the wind sets steadily from the same point 
from February till October, we knew she would forge in the 
same direction all night, and probably stagger into deep- 
water ere the morning tide. The air was very sharp, but 
sleep or comfort was not to be obtained ; for, after lying for 
a while on her larboard beam-ends, bumping and thumping, 
our craft would suddenly rise on even keel in deeper water, 
and as suddenly fall down on her starboard beam, huddling 
passengers, furniture, and all odds and ends in the cabin, 
into a kaleidoscopic heap, inflicting on them serious wounds, 
cuts, and bruises. The deck was altogether unsafe, for the 
bulwarJks were so low that they afforded no protecton from 
a sharp list; but as her sails were lowered and not furled, 
I bethought me that probably the bag of the foresail might 
aS6rd a tolerable hammock. So, crawling forward during 
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a short lull, I made fast the hoom securely, and, drop- 
ping myself down, was soon rocked into a profound sleep, 
which was broken in upon in the middle of the night by 
the noise of the crew and the shouting of the captain to 
hoist the sails. I could not at once bring to mind my 
situation, and made no' effort to rise till I found the canvass 
slipping in folds from under me, and the boom swinging 
violently, when I became conscious of my situation and 
danger, and roared with might and main without making 
myself heard. I then endeavoured to get upright, but 
every lift of the sail upset me, and as it was fast getting 
chock up, I felt the peril of my position; grasping at the 
reef-points, two of which I got hold of, and being in the 
second row, they just enabled me to touch ihe boom with 
my toes : however, as I was to leeward, the bagging of the 
sail to a stiff breeze made my hold very insecinre and fear- 
fully dangerous, being wholly unperceived in the dark, and 
the vessel going free, fully eight knots. I again tried to 
attract attention, but my efforts were drowned by the 
rushing of the water and the whistling of the wind through 
the cordage. My hold and footing now got more difficult 
and uncertain, rendering me dreadfully nervous and ex- 
hausted. But just as I was about abandoning all hopes, 
the man at the helm let the ship take a yaw to leeward, the 
sail gibed, and as it passed over the deck, I dropped down 
almost in a state of insensibility. It was a miraculous and 
providential deliverance, and led to the registration of a 
vow on the subject of hammocks, which I would recommend 
all travellers to imitate. It seems our bark got- afloat in 
deep water earlier than we expected ; and there being no 
» more shoals or banks in our course, and tolerable starlight, 
the captain ordered the men to make sail, my lucky star 
being in the ascendant, otherwise there would have be^i an 
abrupt conclusion to my Califomian rambles and adven- 
tures. 

As the morning sun rose, warm and unclouded, my 
vapours, excitement, and displeasure evaporated, leaving 
me, however, as the sailors term it, "an appetite like a 
handsaw," and making me merge every cranky feeling into 
a keen desire for breakfast, which was prolonged, to the 
annoyance of the second table candidates, by the recital of 
the hammock adventure, as the crowded state of the vessel 
and her limited accommodation rendered suchjmi^arrange- 
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ment inevitable. There were divers mishaps of a more 
unpretending character, evidenced by patches and dis- 
colorations of different tints and shades; but the only 
querulous sufferer was an old Welsh alchemist, on his way 
to the mines, to cheat Nature out of the great secret, who lost 
one pane out of his spectacles, and was apprehensive that 
the glaziers in Sacramento were unprovided with any but 
what the trade term a C.C. article. Various were the sly 
jokes and bad pirns manufactured on the occasion, till a 
rough countryman of my own suggested a piece of "Pat's 
hat," which fairly roused Cadwallader from a simmer to a 
boil over. 

As the day advanced the wind declined, the sun's heat 
increasing in intensity till noon, when it subsided to a dead 
calm, which, together with an ebb tide, obliged us to cast 
anchor nearly abreast of the mouths of the Sacramento and 
San Joaquim rivers. Every one now adopted his favourite 
method of killing time, which was rather a difficult labour 
with the limited armoury on board, as library there was 
none; neither were there fishing-lines, nets, musical instru- 
ments, nor even a shady retreat from the solar blaze; for 
dread notes of preparation were audibly issuing from the 
little cabin, where the torpid mosquitoes, which had been 
paralysed by the chills of San Francisco, began buckling 
on their armour, reinforced by fresh drafts from the neigh- 
homing delta. Cigars were employed by some, others were 
engaged at rifle-practice at empty botdes thrown into the 
water, but by far the greater number were engaged in the 
study of the " Califomian prayer-book" — as a pack of cards 
is profanely designated — a weapon which a native or an 
acclimated settler rarely stirs abroad without, such is 
the all-absorbing passion for the game; and most careful, 
too, are they of their missal, which they carry in a nicely 
fitting case, something like those sandwich-boxes which 
hard-worked lawyers in the Westminster courts carry about 
to swell their bags. 

As I was surveying the various groups of monU profes^ 
sors, "poker" pushers, and "uker" players, I overheard the 
steward telling the captain, " that not calculating on such 
a crowd of passengers, he feared all his fresh provisions 
would run out." While they were discussing as to how 
this difficulty was to be met, I called the captain's attention 
to a moving mass, as it appeared to me, onj^e skle of one 
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of the remote hills, which proved, on a surrey throngh the 
glass, to be a large Tierd of cattle which I imagined be- 
longed to a neighbouring rancho. I wotQd not have 
minded them further, only that the captain ordered a boat 
to be lowered, and commenced canvassing for recruits to 
go in pursuit of "the wild steers yonder;" but, with the 
exception of myself and another, there were no volunteers 
to reinforce the regular crew of the vessel. So we pushed 
off, seven in number, dividing ourselves, when we reached 
the shore, into three parties, a centre and two wings, 
creeping as covertly as the naked pasture would permit, 
until the mate and his companion, who came first within 
range, fired. The herd then broke in our direction, and 
by the time they approached close enough for our guns to 
play, we could discern one badly crippled, unable to keep 
up with the rest, stopping frequently, looking back wildly, 
and lowing lowly in a piteous tone, during one of which 
pauses my comrade shot him again, and fatally, for life 
was quite extinct ere we came up, a distance of not more 
than one hundred and fifty yards. 

He was in prime order, and, firom his marks and nice 
points, would not disgrace the paddocks of the best Lei- 
cestershire feeder. While cutting him up, I inquired if 
those herds were numerous, or if there was no ownership 
cMmed by any parties. It seems, however, that, unless a 
beast in that coimtry is duly branded, he is public property, 
and that the number of ^ose independent herds in the 
valleys of the Sacramento and San Joaquim are immense, 
originating in animals that wander out of company on 
those vast plains, which, after once breeding in the wilder- 
ness, are never again disposed to rejoin the more domesti- 
cated droves. Settlers, too, who, ere the discovery of the 
gold mines, were attracted to Oregon as a country more 
suited for agricultural purposes, made convenient selections 
from their large herds, driving them over the mountains, 
and leaving the culls to "increase and multiply," in a state 
of perfect nature; from which parent stock the country is 
supphed with a substitute for the buffalo, whidi is not 
found westward of the Rocky Mountains; and most oppor- 
tunely do they often minister to an empty stomach, or a 
system rife with scurvy, from the constant use of salt pro- 
visions unaccompanied with vegetables. 

By the time we got on board with ajjl tJbe^prhnejpieces, 
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a fresh breeze began to spring up witii the flood tide ; but 
a^ evening eame on, the air became uncomfortably chill, 
Tfhieh was more sensibly felt by me from the state of the 
blood, after the sharp exercise of the day, each hiring had 
a long distance to pack a heavy load of beef The cabin 
being crammed to su^fbeation, and daik with tobacco 
fsmoke, Z rolled myself up in my blanket on the deck, at 
a respectful distance from the ^resail; but tiie extreme 
eold banishing the luxiny of sleep, I shifted my position 
dose to the cook's quarters. However, the caloric in that 
region was insufficient to modify my shivers. I tried the 
rirtoes o£ brandy-and-water, but they were of no avail, and 
by the time every resource was eidiausted, and day break- 
iiig, I felt sickish and out of sorts; the break&ist prepara- 
tions hissed unheeded round my ears, and were wafted 
wi&out effect under my nostrils; my aching joints caused 
me to apprebaid a fever, as headache began stealdiily to 
take its place, with which the stomach soon avowed a 
kindred sympalfey, until a complete over-all-ishnesB forced 
me to resume my blanket The dinner, with all its wild- 
beef attractions, had none for me ; and as the day again 
declined into shade and cold, I felt tbriUs along my spine, 
followed by an uncontrollable shivering quite foreign to 
me, but recognised by the initiated as the premonitory 
symptoms of ague, which, sure enough, as another night 
came round, had gadiiered sufficient strength to shake me 
without mercy. 

Nor were the cold fits the worst: the dry roasting fever 
that succeeded had incomparably more horrors for me; 
and for ihe four days during which we continued to creep 
trp this fine river, on which the high banks and lofty 
timber permitted only ihe topsails to draw with efifect, did 
my ailment mcrease in \irulence, my strength becoming so 
thoroughly prostrated, that I had to be carried an shore in 
a hammock, to where my friend's tent was erected* on the 
outskirts of the city. I tried a whole catalogue of ague 
. recipes; but my dally visitant, which came as punctually 
as if its movements had been regulated by a chronometer, 
set them all at defiance, until I was unable to sit erect to 
take a drink; my shoulders, hips, knees, and ankles getting 
stripped and ulcerated from the terrible shaking and the 
hardness of my couch. My case was now considered hope- 
less, and, believing my recovery imposs|)tltery LBxa^e.^an 
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effort, though an ineffectual one, to scrawl a line to my 
absent friends, which was forwarded by a friend, wh6se 
unwearying Jdndness and tender attention shall never be 
forgotten by me. 

In addition to my bodily weakness, I also conceived 
that my mental faculties were failing, which caused an 
agony of fear and contrition at the thought of going be- 
fore my Eternal Judge without any religious consolation. 
While in this state, I persuaded my friend, as a last re- 
source, to procure me some quinine, sufficient for three 
<loses of double the ordinary quantity. The first of these 
he reluctantly administered in a little brandy, and, to his 
great dismay, saw it followed by the most aggravated and 
prolonged ague-fit I ever had; but as it subsided, instead 
of its usual concomitant, a burning fever, I found a genial 
glow begin to creep over me, accompanied by a gentle 
perspiration, and a soothed state of mind and body, which 
was succeeded by the first visitation of refreshing sleep I 
had had for several days. I awoke greatly refireshed, and, 
feeling that my enemy was staggered, insisted on anotiier 
dose to follow up the blow, and again a delicious slumber, 
mibroken by dreams, shed its sanative influence upon me. 
When waking consciousness returned, I felt stout enough 
to demand imperatively the remaining dose, and as I 
swallowed it, I felt as assured of my victory as if I had 
had my knee on the chest of a footpad, with a pistol at his 
head.* 

The Califomian ague is said to be the very worst type of 
that fearful malady; and its victims, being, for the most 
part, unprovided with the means and appliances to mitigate 
its attacks, suffer proportionately. Living in cold tents, 
sleeping on the damp earth, working very generally knee- 
deep in water, rarely provided with changes of clothing, 
and using unwholesome diet, they become an easy prey to 
its ravages. 

* I subsequently got a recipe fVom a fi^ntlemaii whom I met, the 
efficacy of which I once tested in a renewed attack, and in numerous 
other cases where I administered it. This I subjoin for the benefit of 
future travellers :— 

Twenty-flve grains of blue pill, twontv-five grains of quinine, and 
tweWe grains of oU of black pepper, made into twelve pills; one to be 
taken every hour, for six hours, on the morning of the fit ; one every 
hour, for four hours, the following morning; the remaining two, at the 
same interval, on the third morning. _ 
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When able to move about the town, I was amazed at the 
extent of improvement dming the limited period of my 
absence. The edifices, to be sure, were of simple con- 
struction, and capable of being erected with great facility; 
nevertheless, when I surveyed one fine new street of goodly 
proportions, with well-stored shops and a busy population, 
which had sprung into being and bustle in so brief a space, 
I could not repress my wonder. Other streets, ambitiously 
planned, were also fast approximating to fitness for occu- 
pation. The most imposing piece of architecture in each 
was, as a matter of course, a capacious '*hell," or gaudy 
gambling rendezvous, one of which had emblazoned on it, 
in letters of immense magnitude, the quaintly character- 
istic name of " The City Diggings." 

There was an imusual bsdlot just then proceeding, to 
take the sense of the community as to the propriety of 
having a charter for the city: a measure which was near 
being defeated, owing to wondrous activity and profuse ex- 
penditure in treating and bribing by the gambling commu- 
nity, who feared that, if the city became endowed with re- 
gular corporate privileges, energetic steps would be taken 
to put down their nuisances. Two oimces of gold was the 
ordinary rate of a vote, and all those nefarious receptacles 
were turned into open cellars for the occasion, where every 
reckless opponent to law, order, or good society, could walk 
in and help himself as he listed. However, after a close 
contest, the vampires and their myrmidons were defeated ; 
and the city is now governed by municipal laws and regu- 
lations, emanating from a corporation who are interested 
in the real and permanent prosperity of the place, which 1 
trust has, ere this, abolished or abated those crying abomi- 
nations. 

I Was awakened, the morning after the election, by the 
booming of cannon at regular intervals ; and supposing it 
to be either in celebration of the auspicious termination of 
that event, or announcing the arrival of a frigate that was. 
expected, I took a stroll towards the harboiu*, from whence 
the reports came, my strength being sufficiently restored 
to enable me to take moderate exercise ; but I discovered 
that the feu-de-joie was in honour of the opening of the 
first attempt at a regular hotel, which was just observable 
above the surface when I went down the Sacramento. It 
is called the "City Hotel," and is a fine lumber orwop^ea 

/ 
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building of considerable dimensioiig, intended to be the 
great architectural featinre of the city, with decorations of 
as pretending a (^isracter as green wood wonld admit of; 
bnt as to their affinity to any of the oekbrated orders of 
antiquity, or to the incongruous medics of modem date, 
I believe it would be just as dificuH a task to decide vfpon 
the exact relatkvni^p of Dermot MaeFig's Dukinea, whicfa 
she pleaded in ext^mation of being 

CanirlitiBaji^ 
With a mealman so tidl and so big, 

as to say wlieiber ilie Corinthian, the Ionic, the Gothk, or 
some other of the "nics" or niches could lay best daim te^ 
the flattering conaection. In a word, it is a showy edifice, 
with a good deal of cutting, earrizig, and sevatcbong, clothed 
in a gaudy siaat of flarmg paints, and with a large pixi^ect- 
ing verandah and balcony to relieve tiae ^ broad A^amctie'^ 
of its countenanca 

The xnterioir is laid oat more wi& a view to profit than 
comfort, the saloons for the table-d'hSte and wet smokers 
being more than <»?dinaz!ily capacious, while the dormito* 
ries are in the other extreme, Ihose with single beds being 
cramped, pinched-up little cells, wide enou^ in one direct 
tion for a folding mattress, and in the <rtherfor a ^m 
washhand-stand, a narrow chair, the oeao^nt, and his 
valise. There are some half-doz^i stal;e sle^ng-rooms <^ 
more extensive dimensions, with one or two mosre artidas 
of attenuated furniture, and space enough to the atten^ 
dant, when summoned, to come in bodily, on whidi a cor^ 
respondingly hi^ tariff was exacted. There is also oi^ Isa^ 
omnibus apartment, with sleeping traps, or bunks, as tbrf 
are called, in ti^^s four deep all around^ lestooned with 
printed or daubed calico, calculated to aeocnnmodate, or, 
more properly g^eaking, hold an entire regiment. In the 
centre of this room stood a dressiantg-tab^ of ooMbessed 
wood, sufmountedwith an exaggerated bssin, and lookii^- 
glass to match; while from its horns hiiz^ in chains aa 
elephantine rack and brush on either side, l^e tooth-brash 
being exen^ from restraint, either because it was tanq^ 
ratively valueless, or because the eccentric mtotions of 
dental purification required it to be left free. The order 
of eadi day is, "One done, another come, j)n:"_£B con* 
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formity with which a rank of candidates, with tucked-up 
sleeves and tucked-down collars, stand in exact file for their 
turns; the man next the person under the process very 
generally taking a rasp at the tooth-brush, either to while 
away the time or have so much of his job over. The main 
apartment has a spacious bar at one end, with an elongated 
counter, on which are placed the different potatory imple 
ments and instruments, arranged in their most attractive 
positions; behind which are rows of nicely-decorated kegs, 
with their polished brass cocks and distinctive designations, 
the space over them being garnished with bottles of every 
variety of size, shs^e, and hue, labelled most picturesquely. 
At the other end staaotd a billiard-table and sundry other 
tables, where folks mi^t either sip their beverage or <^n 
their prayer-books, or both; each of which was rented out 
to monU dealers, roulette players, or chuck-a-luck men. 
Chairs, rocking and ricketty, are distributed at convenient 
intervals, and the walls are hung round with prints of the 
*^ lions" indigenous to the States* 

It was not exactly the most propitious day for ini^>ecting 
the premises, asr the crowd that thronged it was immense, 
the hospitable lessees having spread a gratuitous board for 
all comers, where the fare was most plentiful and excellent, 
and attendance most prompt, every call being attended to 
with as much alacrity and apparent cheerfulness as if ibe 
screw had been at work. Champagne was produced as 
quickly as water, and pastry — ^wMeh bevs a most exorbitant 
price — was as plentiM as hard bread; ^^lile demolished 
bwns, joints of beef, mutton, and i^niscm, were magically 
replaced by most beooming successors; permitting me to 
take it for granted that the culinary department was most 
conveniently and effidenily coantrived. The feast was pro- 
longed for several hours, aikl the drinking until its effects 
were irresistible. Putting the current price upon the dif- 
ferent meats, drinks, eondimente, &c* which wa?e sacrificed 
on that day, I could fearlessly assert that five thousand 
dollars would not cover the expense. The building and 
fiimiture of the concern cost fifty thousand dollars, and it 
is held at a yearly sum of ten thousand dollars: rather a 
startling rent for such a concern, in a city of not twelve 
moaths' standing. 
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64 A STEOLL THROUGH THE 



CHAPTER VI. 



Prepare for the Northern Trip — Admiral Stockton's magnanimous Conduct — Select 
an Ox-Team — Price of Hay — Lose some of our Animals — Obliged to tracvd onr 
First Stage by Nigbt^Boad Marks — Our Nap on the Trail — Disappointed Hopes 
—Distress oi the Oxen — ^Reaoh the Rivep— Besome our Journey— Find good 
Quarters, and kill a Deer — Fair's Ranche — Those Establishments in Days of 
Yore — The Contrast now—Mr. Fair's Tariff on the Productions of his Ranche— 
The Juba Indians — We trade with them — Their Mode of Fishing — The River 
and the Crossing — Visit a Mining Encampment — Our Trail to Feather River — 
Our Camp and our Neighbours — Their Treacherous Conduct — Attempt at Ex- 
planation — Dedamtion of Hostility — Disposition of our Forces — Night Attadt-* 
Appearances in the Morning — Order of Crosdng — The Action — The R ctt e at of 
the Indians to their Village — ^Its Appearance — Get over in Safety — ^Preoantiooary 
Arrai^ements — Scenery along the River — More Night Travel — Its Object— Bad 
Roads — Emigrant Encampment — Their wretdied State and sad News — Unparal- 
leled Sufferings of the later Emigrants — Caught hi the Snow — Their fearful Pri- 
vations and Struggles— Fatal Results— Disease and Insanity on the Humboldt 
—Ague on the Sacramento — Bitter Regret of those Emigrants for leaving a 
comfortable Home. 

My health and strength now rapidly improvmg, we began 
turning our attention to the trip northward, but discovered 
that we must proceed through the slow medium of oxen, 
as the magnanimous resolve of Admiral Stockton to appro* 
priate one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to aid the 
suffering emigrants in reaching their destination suddenly 
enhanced the price of mules, and swept the market of every 
serviceable animal. We therefore selected three yoke of 
choice steers, and having laid in all our stores, mining im^ 
plements, and a riding nag each, which I was enabled to 
supply from my stock in a neighbouring ranche, we moved 
about six miles out, crossing the Bio de los Americanos, 
to avoid the dust, din^ and heat of the city, and secure 
cheap food for our animals, as hay was then ten dolkurs 
per hundred weight in town. After two days spent in re* 
vising our schedile and completing our preparations, we 
set about hunting for our cattle and horses,jirhich had been 
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permitted to roam at large over the plain; but after a most 
toilsome day's search, two yoke of our oxen were missing. 
Early on the following day we went out mounted, travers- 
ing the apparently interminable plains, and diligently seek- 
ing our own amongst the crowds of oxen with which they 
were dotted, but only finding another yoke. Kather than 
lose any more time, however, we purchased another pair 
of steers, resolved on starting the same evening. 

We were constrained to travel during the night, having 
to cross a space of about thirty miles without either grass 
or water; a feat difficult for a veteran Mexican mule, but 
altogether impossible for oxen, if attempted during the heat 
of the day: so, just as the sun's red disc was sinking be- 
hind the ridge of the distant coast range mountains, we got 
into motion. The moon was young,- but the star-spangled 
heavens enabled us to keep our traU without difficulty until 
we came fairly on the open prairie, when we resorted to 
the old arrangement of taking it in turns to walk in ad- 
vance and pick out the line, which was not much travelled 
at the time ; for should it happen that we diverged much, 
we might find ourselves the succeeding day at a great dis- 
tance from pasture, water, or shelter, as the vegetation on 
this entire tract was actually scorched to the roots. Our 
progress was slow, but sure, with a few scattered landmarks 
of dead oxen and broken-down waggons. When we had 
been six hours at work, we imyoked, to give the cattle a 
little rest in the absence of any other comfort. They 
seemed perfectly aware of their position ; for, after a very 
limited survey, they all lay down, while we unsaddled the 
horses, AAd fastening the lariats to our legs or wrists, fol- 
lowed their example on our well-aired couches, the ground 
being still unpleasantly warm. All, however, enjoyed a 
sound nap, and the first who awoke roused up the rest. 

We plodded on steadily, expecting that daylight would 
reveal to us some hospitsdity of Nature; and never did sai- 
lors, after a long cruise, yearn for the loom of the land 
more eagerly than did we for the indications of water and 
vegetation. But daylight broke, and expanded into warmth 
without disclosing any of the wished-foi: symptoms, pro- 
ducing a general pause of disappointment; and as we 
strained our vision in the search, I conceived that the 
poor beasts peered piteously with pricked-up ears in the 
same direction. All aroimd and about, however, _was^ a 



66 A STKOLL THBOUeH THE 

flat brown plain, bounded by the horizon. That onr course 
was right we were assured of by the solitary trail and the 
sun's elevation; still it pained me as we urged on our tired 
animals. We journeyed for two hours more, the sun be- 
g;inning to blase out with great strength, when a long line 
of faint specks was descried, which, in oiur apprehensive 
frame of mind, led us to fear we beheld only tiiie shadowy 
phantoms of mirage. Another mile, however, relieved our 
suspense, exhibiting the unmistakeable outline of timber, 
the bare view of which revived us, and t^d clearly an ex- 
hilaradng e£fect on both horses and oxen, which mended 
t&eir pace of their own accord. It was blazing noon ere 
we got into the shade of their foHage close by the golden 
stream of the Sacramento; and although the cravings of 
appetite were very importunate, the predominance of lan- 
guor and fatigue asserted its influence on both men and 
beasts; and, after slaking our thirst in long and reiterated 
draughts from the cool current, all lay down to rest with- 
out partaking of any food. 

We resumed our journey* after a few hours' repose and a 
hurried repast, coming to excellent quarters for the night, 
about nine miles farmer on, by the margin of a <;ool, pel- 
hicid creek, flowing towards the Sacramento, where one of 
our party killed a fat doe, on some chops from which we 
regaled ourselves sumptuously. Our next day's march in- 
volved the crossing of another parched plain, of about 
seventeen milesi in extent, which broii^ht us to a ranehe 
o<:cupied by a person named Fair, who had numerous 
droves of oxen and horses, herded by Indians. His house 
stands in the centre of a fenced-in space, on which, by 
means of irrigation, he raises a sickly crop of corn and ve- 
getables. It is a comfortable tenement, two stories high; 
the first story constructed of logs, the other ctf d^ 
boMrds, roofed with shingles, with a verandah around three 
sides; stables, sheds, and a corral adjoining the fourth, 
strewed over with corn-cobs and straw, on which young 
foals, calves, and pigs, were disporting themselves. 

Before the discovery of the mines, such establishments 
as this were the head-quarters of genuine, unaffected hos- 
pitahty; where the enterprising emigrant settler, or the 
investigating traveller, might i^ke up his abode without 
invitation, and enjoy not only the products of tiie ranehe, 
but whatever other luxuries the premises could afford, all 



DIGGINGS OF CAIJFOENIA. 67 

ministered "with a bountiful, good-natured cheerftilness (as 
I am informed), leaving the travel-toiled recipient at eom- 
fortable ease to recruit himself, until he diose to resume 
his wanderings, when a leave-taking, mutually regretful, 
ensued, unleavened by either guile or hypocrisy. Now«-flr 
days, howev-er, " a change has come o'er the spirit tof their 
dreUms:" the emotions of nature are transmuted into the 
promptings of avarice, and the greetings of friendly coon- 
munion have degenerated im*o a calculating welcome, with- 
out even a traditionary linge of that hospitality which 
bloomed and bore its sweet fruit one short year before. The 
rural host has now dcHined the airs of a clumsy bonifeboe ; 
the wife drops the propitiatory ourtsey of the landlady; ihe 
helps, waiting for orders, survey the equipage, as if to cal- 
culate the resources of the owners ; the very children are 
affected by a trained reserve, i^ch completes the melan- 
choly triumph of sordid avarice over ihe natoral emaaatioas 
of kindliness and the best feelings of humanity. Such is 
one of the revolutions wrought by the discovery of gold, 
and no doubt others of as strange and more portentous 
character will follow. 

We called at Mr. Fair's <iomicile, and found the intei'ior 
-even more comfortable and better furnished than we ex- 
pected. Seeing so many yoimg calves about, we ^ade sure 
of a profusion of milk and butter — ^rarities we had not 
tasted since we left the Mormon city; but ihey were rarir 
ties for which we had to pay smartly, a small-sized eupfull 
of milk being valued at twenty-five o^its — a rate of charge 
that eiFectually curbed our longings. After getting a way- 
bill from the host (which, from our stingy expenditure, he 
gave with a bad grace), we proceeded eight miles farther 
to the crossing of the Juba, where there was a formidable 
encampment of Indians, of more stalwart stature and pro- 
portions than those farther south, and exem;pt, so far as I 
could see, from any external indications of that insidious 
complaint so prevalent on the Lower Sacramento, whither, 
I presume, it was carried by mariners, who had easy access 
from the coast. Mr. Fair told us we had nothing to appre- 
hend from them, as they were in the habit of living amongst 
and working for the miners in the contiguous diggings. 
Their number and our paucity, however, counselled pre- 
caution. ^ 

They had learned the art of gold-digging, it w^^Jfear, 
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for they came to trade with dust for guns or pistols, but 
there was only one old carbine that we would part with, 
for which they readily gave two ounces, all we asked. We 
got, in addition, two fine trout for a few biscuits, for they 
are very expert in catching fish with spears, and in willow- 
traps with an aperture like that of a salmon-box, into which 
a fish can enter witli ease, but cannot retimi. These traps 
they place in artificial currents, into which they turn dif- 
ferent shoots of the river by rows of stakes and brushwood, 
constructed in the shape of eel- weirs. Juba River is a fine 
stream, deep enough for navigable purposes for a conside- 
rable distance up its course, to where it widens out at the • 
ford, passing over a broad, level, ^avelly bed. Its waters 
in the sti-eam appear of a greenish hue, but when taken 
into a glass are perfectly colourless, clear, and well-tasted; 
it is a tributary of the Sacramento, joining Feather River a 
few miles above its mouth. The ford itself offers no ob- 
struction to the traveller, but the entrance and exit are very 
bad indeed, both steep, and composed of loose fine sand 
which slips from the tread, rendeting anything like heavy 
draught impossible. We accomplished the passage mainly 
by means of ropes, and encamped early a few miles beyond 
it, in a sycamore grove, where a few tufts of coarse grass, 
which retained some remnant of their succulent properties 
under the fostering shade of the scattered timber, offered 
tolerable feeding for the animals. 

I rode on a few miles to see the mining operations, for 
which the river had attained a high character, and found a 
considerable settlement. I saw by the result of their after- 
noon's labours that they were making very good wages. 
"There was one large cumbrous machine driven by a stream, 
diverted from the river higher up, in which there -was a 
quicksilver compartment to perfect the entire process at 
the one operation; but it worked lazily, and, as I heard, 
ineffectively, not timaing out as much gold as the simple 
cradle, worked with half the number of hands; for tJiis 
leviatlian washer kept a troop of men raising and feeding 
it with dirt. The gold of the Juba averaged larger in the 
particles than any I had previously seen, but was not of so 
pure a quality as that of the Weber, and besides was ex- 
ceedingly capricious in its deposits: one party making 
handsomely, while their next neighbours, to use a mining 
phrase, were scarcely able to "raise the colour;" so that 
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when a good location is worked out, it may be a matter of 
tedious search to hit upon another. I got a billet for the 
night with a party, amongst whom there were' a few of the 
" hereditary bondsmen," but was at my own camp in the 
morning before they had made their toilet. 

Our trail next day over to Feather Kiver took a more 
north-west course, and was very trying from the number 
of deep gullies and dry river-beds we had to cross. There 
was nothing of a fertile character in the nature of the soil, 
nor any striking feature in the aspect of the country, be- 
yond a few old oaks that were met with at long intervals 
on our march. We pitched our tents on a high bapk over- 
hanging the ford of the river, from which we had under 
our gaze a large Indian village below it on the opposite 
side. There was a sort of half-shaded dell near our camp, 
whither we drove the animals, the grass being tall, but of 
the tinge and texture of old hay; however, for want of bet- 
ter, they ate it with a good appetite. We were not well 
settled when a party of Indian visitors waited upon us : 
good-looking fellows, and well limbed: they both talked 
and understood a little Spanish, promising us fish, and 
giving us all assurances of friendship, which, nevertheless, 
Qiey soon after attempted to betray. Two of our party, 
having gone out in pursuit of deer, parted company, each 
attended by a few Indians, who, the moment D dis- 
charged his rifle, seized hold of it by the barrel, endea- 
vouring at the same time to pinion him and extract his 
bowie-knife from the sheath; he was fortunate, however, 
in having a revolver in his belt, with which he soon put 
them to rout; the savage who wrested the rifle from him 
dropping it in his flight. The other deer-stalker did not 
happen to meet any game, and consequently escaped with 
his rifle and his scalp ; for had he found occasion to shoot, 
he might probably have been left minus both, not having 
any side-arms. 

A short time after our men returned to camp, the chief 
and his squaw, with four attendants, approached, evidently 
with the intention of explaining away the affiair, and apolo- 
gising for his subjects' conduct; but we resolved that they 
should not again come into our quarters. So I went for- 
war^)eckoning them off in rather an angry mood, at which 
I cotim see the old potentate was nettled; but, like a good 
tactician, who understood • and appreciated ytJmy seductive 
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iQfliieiices of feiaaale interposition, he brought forward his 
Toyal partiter, both making soothing and conciliatory ges- 
taaresw However, by an iHittsual effort, my duty overeaia^ 
my galLanJtry, and I resisted the soft blandishments, re- 
peating my repellant gestures with a growl in the unknown 
tongues: upon which the old chief flared up with great 
rage and savage dignity, rushing forward a few steps, and 
shouting out in a voice of fury, "Arra, arra, dxr&V at the 
smsae tkae swinging the back of his hand very violently 
towards las,. which one of our friends understood was tan- 
twaaoiiat to warning us off his territory in the most per- 
emptory manjBber. He then retired, and we had sufficient 
H^t ta see, whem he returned to the village, that he mus- 
tered all his men arovuid him, gesticulating violently, aod 
all looking in the direction of our camp. 

I felt so fully convinced they would .attack us before 
morning, that I arranged a general watch of all hands for 
the nright, carrying all the arms we could stick aaK>un3d our 
p^rsoffis, which we previou^y fired off, for the double pm> 
pose of loading them> anew and letting the enemy know the 
streng^ of our armoury. Between rifles, revolvers, douUe 
and sin^-barrelled pistols^ and double-shot guns, we mus- 
tered the formidable munber of fifty-three discharges: a 
pretty fiur battery for a cohort six strong, and producing a 
very warlike effect,, fired in quick but regular successiox^ 
We liien picketed our horses in a crescent form, hemming 
m the oxen between them and the steep bank, on the e«^ 
d which stood the waggon, and distributing ourselves at 
equal intervals, marching and counter-marching, without 
exchanging a word for a few hours, or being able to notice 
any suspicious or hostile movement. 

At length the umeasiness of one of the horses put us 
upon the alert, and the next mboment some arrows whizzed 

past us, upon which Mr. S e fired a load of buck-shot 

in the direction he supposed them to come from. This 
elicited a perfect shower, one taking effect in his shoulder, 
others wounding three of the oxen and one of the horses. 
The discharge was followed by a quiok movement, rendered 
audible by tiie crashing of dried leaves and branches, which 
gokled us^ in some measin^e, in our aim, as we fired one 
round; soon after which all noise was hushed for the jught 

Mr. S e's wound was slight and superficial; but'ne of 

<he oxen, was rendered matfit for prtsentji^Uuas reducing 
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our team to two yoke. We could not ftsoertain -wheflier 
we wounded or killed any of our assailants, as, if at all 
possible, they carry off their dead to prevent their being 
scalped, of which next after deatii tli^y are most fearfal. 
But when morning broke we saw them mustered in all 
their force on the bank above the ford ; from which position, 
I suppose, they calculated to intercept our crossing and 
enjoy perfect security, while we would be altogetiier exposed 
to their arrows and other missiles. 

Their numbers, as closely as we could oompute them, 
were from ninety to one hundred : ra^er an overmatch 
for six; but our fire-arms counted largely in our favour, 
aad our prompt determination turned the balance. Had 
we hesitated or wavered in the least, it would have ^ven 
the savages a confidence which might have completed our 
destruction before we could check it. After a very early 
and simple breakfast, we commenced ffreparations as if 
nothing had occurred, or nothing was apprehended, another 
and I going to the edge of Ae bank, with two rifles of Ifee 
largest calibre, that would carry well over to our opponents 
— a distance of five hundred yards — ^which I believe they 
conceived impossible; for when I raised my gun to cause 
them to retire, they set up a hideous yell of derision, wMch 
was soon lulled by the fisdl of one of them. My companion, 
an excellent marksman, fidso fired, and hit the chief, who 
reded, but did not &11; after which a hurried aad. general 
movement in retreat took place. This stayed us from re- 
peating our discharges, as we had showed them all we Te- 
<iuired was a free and unmolested passage. 

After some little delay in attending to their wounded, 
the Indians planted themselves in about equal numbesr* 
on the tops of their huts, which are formed by exca?vatmg 
the earth in a circular form, about twelve feet in diameter 
tod four feet deep, then bending over them, in a semi- 
globular form, stout saplings, and binding and intertwining 
these closely with vine tendrils, over which i&ey put a 
coating of adhesive clay, that renders them impervious to 
nun; an opening large enough to admit of entrance in a 
crawling posture being left in the side on a level -with ^le 
ground. In external shape they resemble a mound; con- 
sequently, at a distance, tlie village had ihe appeanmce of 
a number of little tumuli; and the Indians seated on their 
summits, armed with all their primitive we^p^i^?^ predjged 
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a strange picture, entirely in keeping with the locality. 
They took up theu* position with a quiet but determined 
air, showing that they were resolved to repel our appre- 
hended assault, and defend their ** household gods" to the 
death. As soon as we observed their determination, my 
companion and I crossed over, leaving two others in our 
old position, and under cover of our guns the waggon 
commenced crossing, a task doubtful of completion, owing 
to the steepness of the banks, the crippling of our team, 
and the absence of manual assistance, as we were other- 
wise employed. However, after a multitude of pauses, and 
a large expenditure of wattles, the thing was accomplished, 
and our march continued, with all our arms in requisition, 
having for despatch made cartridges for all our guns and 
rifles. 

As we receded from the village the Indians descended, 
but did not attempt following; nevertheless, we bore in 
mind the rule of Indian retribution, which is two lives for 
one, and resolved to keep a vigilant look-out while in their 
territory. It is a deplorable circumstance that, even after 
the offending party have passed on, they satiate their un- 
quenchable revenge on the first white-skin they catch in 
their power, which often hurries an innocent and unsus- 
pecting victim to a premature death. 

The trail now wound through a sycamore and white oak 
grove that fringed the river, the sloping bank of which 
was covered with an infinite variety of shrubs and ever- 
greens, an'ayed in glossy verdure, bearing flowers and 
blossoms of most delicate beauty and exquisite fragrance, 
amidst which, tangled festoons of the indigenous vine 
drooped with pendant bunches of purple grapes. Arbutus 
was the only shrub with which I was familiar, but its 
unusual size made me almost doubtful of its identity. The 
manzanita was also thickly interspersed. Its berries, I 
found, were equally favourites with the Indian and the 
grizzly bear; it seems to me a hardy shrub, that would 
flourish in our soil, and be a desirable addition to our 
horticultural collections. The plain in the neighbourhood 
was less parched than those we had passed over, openly 
wooded, with enormous oaks, devoid of underwood, and 
just far enough apart to stretch out their gigantic arms to 
their full length. This was the only district I had seen 
since I left Sacramento that bore the most remote resem- 
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blance to the ideal charms of that flattered valley; but even 
it was a wan and £Etded representation of the gorgeous and 
florid pictures painted by enthusiasts or speculators. 

We "nooned" very early, for the purpose of allowing 
time for repose suificient to compensate us for what w^ had 
lost the previous night, and enable us to forego it again on 
the coming one, which we agreed to occupy in travelling, 
for the double purpose of evading our foes and getting over 
a barren prairie of about eighteen miles, on which there 
was neither pasture nor water. We started at four o'clock, 
and before dark got upon this bleak and truly desolate 
district, on which there was not a shred of vegetation, the 
ungrateM soil being seamed and scored with cracks and 
flaws, resulting from the heat, and covered with a red 
eindery stone and drossy gravel, which made it resemble 
the vast hearth of a great volcano. The ](W)or bullocks 
limped tenderly over it; and our horses became so sensi- 
tive that we got off and led them. Several deep, rocky, 
dry river-beds, added to the difficulties of oiu* march, and 
tested the creaking joints and mortices of our waggon : 
none of the soundest at the first. 

Before dawn we descried a Are a long way off, and, as 
we came closer, could see figures moving about it, but were 
imable to make out whether they were Indians or not. 
However, as we approached nearer, two waggons were ob- 
servable in the gla^, which at once quieted our suspicions, 
and led us to anticipate the neighbourhood of water. They 
were a section of an emigrant party just coming in firom 
the plains by the northern pass route, and their tale of 
sufferings was truly harrowing, being piteously corrobo- 
rated, not only by their own wasted and cadaverous ap- 
pearance, but by the wretched and emaciated condition 
of their animals. Still, their sufferings had been many, 
many degrees short of the imimaginable horrors and 
miseries of those behind them, who were principally con- 
stituted of families contemplating a permanent settlement 
in California, whose waggons were larger, more cumbrous, 
and more heavily laden with the greater quantity of pro- 
visions and necessaries a larger mess stood in need of, and 
the numerous articles indispensable where women and 
children formed a main portion of the company. From 
the very start those ponderous equipages were difficult to 
haul; but as the oxen became foot-sore and leg-weary, and 
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fts t&e diffiermt camping locations were cropped comp^ffeely 
bare of herbage by tiie multitodes who had preceded Hiem^ 
their progress was tniderably slow, and protracted by long 
halts of some daya at a time, which so c<Misumed the 
season, that by the time the ridgee of iAnB Sierra Nevada 
were discerm^e, its peaks and passes were aarrayed in 
^beir winter drapery, presenting a fearful barrier to the 
wom-down travellers. 

Th^^ but, alas! too late, did stem but mexorable ne- 
oessity demand a thorough revision of their loads, and a 
casting aside of food, clothing, implements, and furniture, 
which, if abandoned earlier, would have ensured by that 
time ^eir arrival at their destination; and the sti]^ei^ 
dous ascent was commenced with emptjr waggons; meA 
and grown-up boys packing the little they could carry, and 
weakly mothers wading through the snow-drifts, with their 
younger offspring on their backs. But out of the many 
who made this inevitable attempt, few were so fortunate as 
to gain those glaciered crests that gave tiiem a distant 
view of the land of promise, and those only by forsaking 
their waggons, animals, and everything save tiie meagre 
kit they could carry over such ps^s in a state of body so 
enfeebled. The remtunder, making barricfkles of tfa^ 
waggons, huddled themselves together, hoping to sustun 
existence on their starved animals till the return of ^la 
genial s^feson; but the rigours of tiius shelterless* IMfe 
proved too much f&r numbed of those «att£9rtiniaite beings^ 
and many a stalwart man and tender woman w^« consigned 
to ^eir cold graves in a shroud of snow, eve the phikft- 
thropic measures of the state came to their relief. It ia 
difficult, indeed, to decide whether the fate of Inborn 
wretched creatures who yielded up their spirits on Iha 
burning sands of the arid desert, or that ^ those who 
breathed '^eir last on the icy pillows of ^e Siensa Kepwrib, 
was the more shocking. 

We soon sunk tbe fueling of our mmor haidships in the 
sad interest awakened by tiie many mehmcholy episodes 
related to us by those m^i, who, even in their earty pas- 
sage, witnessed scenes and occurrences of the most dis- 
tressing and revolting d^anMSter, especiidly cdong tite Hum- 
boldt and on the desert, where tie trail was so thickfy 
strewed with dead, dying, and decaying animals, as to im- 
pregnate the suirotmding atmosphere with a sickening 
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slei^; and the unfortunate emigrants, in addition to the 
honrors of burning thirst, were afflicted with virulent 
seu£vy> aad loathsome ulceration of the lips» mouth, and 
thvoat, from the use of the abominable water. The poor 
£elh>ws we met eame in for their share of the miseiries of 
the journey ; and when they imagined they had surmounted 
all their trials, on reaching the fabled glories of the valley 
of the Sacramento, they were attacked by the dire ague of 
the country, oi% one out of thirteen having escaped it. 
Many a bitter tear they shed as they recounted their suf- 
erings, and contrasted the comforts of the homes they 
l^t with the dreary prospects before them. We parted 
hosn them before they could muster energy to move, after 
minietering as far as was in our power to their grievous re- 
quirements. 
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OtjR course for three days lay over barren hills and plains 
covered with calcareous rocks and stcmes, and a reddish 
ealeined clay, that more resembled coarse ashes than earth 
in its appearance and feel : all clearly the result of great 
volcanic convulsions. The horsemen were obliged to be 
constantly on the scout in quest of water and pasture, but 
■ their most diligent searches failed in securing a sufficiency 
of either, for which we endeavoured to msJte j^ feL©^^ 
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the animals commeal gruel twice a-day. As we advanced 
in our north-west coin^e the ridges of the Sierra Nevada 
rapidly slanted in the same direction, until the hills abut- 
ting upon them appeared in the extreme distance to merge 
into those which jutted from the coast range mountains on 
the other side, through which the Sacramento has forced a 
wide channel. 

On the evening of the third day our eyes were c^ain 
gladdened by the appearance of wood betwixt us and the 
horizon, and by mending our pace we were able to reach 
the banks of the Sacramento late in the night, where the 
tinkling of bells and the glowing embers of camp-fires as- 
siu-ed us of company who had all retired to rest. We stirred 
np the fires, and made use of them in cooking our supper, 
which we enjoyed the more from the conviction that our 
poor animals also had plenty to eat. All hands turned in 
for the first time, as we had no apprehension about Indians, 
and the grass was so good as to allay any fears of the stock 
rambling. In the morning we found our new neighbours 
were a wing of another broken company of emigrants, quite 
as afflicted as those we had parted from a few days before, 
both from the sufferings of tlie journey and the prevalence 
of scurvy and ague, several cases of the former being of the 
most aggravated and shocking form. They had been rest- 
ing and recruiting here for some days ; but though wild 
cattle were abundant in the neighbourhood, they had not 
strength or energy left to kill any, and had run down their 
limited means to a very low ebb in purchasing fresh provi- 
sions at a large rancho hard by, owned by an unconscion- 
able fellow of the name of Lawson, who had established 
himself there with the view of battening on the destitution 
of his fellow-creatiu*es whose line of travel unavoidably 
passed his door. His tariff of prices was unparalleled even 
in the diggings ; and he appeared just as devoid of chaiity 
or the mUk of human kindness as of conscience : exemp- 
tions that count as sequins in the great game of worldly 
cribbage in general. 

To some of those most seriously afflicted we gave such 
pickles and medicine as we could spare from our small 
chest, while a party of our men went out and shot two fine 
steers, which we drew into camp on waggons, and distri- 
buted among our new acquaintances, keeping one quarter 
for ourselves to jerk. It was a most timely and welcome 
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gift, and was received and acknowledged with tearful grati- 
tude. In the course of the day, however, the fellow Law- 
son came to our camp in a very rude and insolent manner 
to lecture us for our conduct, demanding the price of his 
beeves, as he called them; but we met his impertinence 
with a spirit and determination that very soon changed his 
swaggering into servility, showing him that the hides were 
without a brand, and giving him a spice of our minds about 
his cruel exactions, which caused him to sneak off in a 
most discomfited manner. 

We took a day's rest here also, and employed ourselves 
in cutting up and drying om' meat, the quality of which 
was first-rate. In the evening, all those who were able to 
sit up gathered round oiur great joint-stock camp-fire, de- 
tailing all their "accidents by flood a^d field," and giving 
us melancholy corroboration of the sad account we got firom 
those who had preceded them. It was a strange feature in 
their journey, that the few women and grown-up girls were 
comparatively robust and healthy, while the men were worn 
and ailing, notwithstanding that the greater portion of the 
hard labour, since their sufferings commenced, even to 
the hewing of wood and driving &e teams, had been per- 
formed by the females. The spirits of tlie latter, too, were 
high and elastic, and often seemed to counteract the lethar- 
gic despondency of the men. 

We left them on the morning of the second day, and im- 
mediately beyond Lawson's rancho, diverged from the emi- 
grant trail, getting into a more fertile and picturesque 
country than we had travelled through since we left the 
city — a region closely intersected by brawling rivulets 
flowing from the contiguous hills into the Sacramento. 
The soil was a rich black loam, peculiarly adapted to agri- 
culture, and capable of being irrigated over a large section 
of its extent. The grasses and clover were not entirely 
decayed, and must have formed a luxmiant crop earlier in 
the season. The district was thinly wooded with oak, and 
teemed with wild cattle, deer, and bears, close in by the 
ravines of the mountains. We had no trouble in selecting 
a good camping location, where we had a friendly call from 
some Indians, who brought with them a string of capital 
trout, which they gladly bartered for biscuit and an article 
or two of old clothing. They wanted to remain with us all 
night, but this we. would not permit. They gave^us^ta- 
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understanii by signs and noises, as they went away reluc- 
tantly, that they were afraid of being attacked by tiie bears ; 
but we knew that, if we suffered them to stay, all the eyes 
of Argus would not prevent them from stealing. 

Our next camping-ground was equally «s good, close by 
the banks of the Sacramento, whidi here forks for some 
distance, offering the only ford that occurs In Jts eatire 
course. The first branch was not over one hundred yards 
wide, but rapid, and so deep as to render necessary the 
operation of propping up the waggon-bed. The banks, 
however, were firm and sloping; so, by taking a slant down 
stream, we got over tolerably easy; but we had tfeen an 
exceedingly trying tug, through deep «and and loose gravel 
for half-a-mile, over the bar or island to the other fork, 
which was a formidable obstacle, from its extreme breadth, 
swiftness, and the round smooth boulder-stones which 
formed its bottom. These were covered witfc a green, 
slimy coating, that rendered the footing fearfully insecme, 
while the pelhicid water, rushing over them in an nnbix^Eeii 
current, produced a giddiness which seemed to effect the 
animals as well as fhe men. Anotiier serious disadvantage 
arose from the necessity of <;rossing the stream exactly at 
right angles with the current, the formation of the shores 
only admitting of one landing-place. Those only who have 
tried the experiment can conceive the difficulty of endea- 
vouring to keep oxen, especially, in a point-Marfc course 
throu^ a rapid river, where, if one happened to fell, the 
fate of the rest and the waggon would be sealed, as such a 
check would be sure to involve all in the accident; and, to 
crown the undertaking in our case, the deep water was not 
far below, ready to sweep all into eternity. 

I rode in just to make trial; but my horse, which was 
always shy of water, soon slipped to his knees, bringing his 
nose and half his head imder water. He, however, made 
a gallant struggle, regaining his feet; but wheeling about 
in the effort, made for the shore, maugre all my effcwts to 
the contrary, which, perhaps, an impartial observer would 
not set down as of tiie most resolute character; nor could 
1 get him to try it again in advance. Had he been swept 
on his side, I verily believe that both he and I would have 
been drowned, for in such a stream I do not think it would 
be possible to recover from such a position. It was sub- 
sequently aiTanged that one shoul^jMp^ab^M,. ano^er 
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mount the near leading ox, one drive from the waggon, 
two ride bdow the team to keep tliem stwdght, and the 
other bring up the rear. In this order we went on with 
really serious misgivings, the more particularly from seeing 
the foremost horse stumbling and floundering every few 
yards. The oxen managed better in that respeet than th« 
horses ; but the suiting of the current against their 8ide» 
made them swerve so violently at times, that they jostled 
the horses so as almost to upset them. Once they leant 
so long and obstinately against them, that I resigned all 
hope, and shuddered for the fate of my companions; but 
with a heroism worthy of higher achievements, the riders 
struggled and persevered until we gained a shoal, where 
we got a breathing lapse, and going up its exU^me length 
head to stream, more than regained our lost ground. Bch 
sides, the bottom for ihe remainder of the way was much 
more level and firm, by which means we proceeded steadily 
until we pulled out on the bank, much exhausted, to be 
sure; one and all agreeing that nothing in the whole over- 
land route was more trying or dangerous. 

We stopped to " noon" on the river edge, where the pas- 
ture was good, and the brush along the banks interlaced 
with vines, bearing *' a bacchanal profusion of purple and 
gushing grs^s," not over large, but exceedingly juicy and 
well-flavoured, on which we regaled ourselves not only to 
repletion^ but I believe to excess. We followed ttie rivear 
lor eight or ten miles, gradually ascending all the time, 
until the banks attained an elevation that made ona 
di^zy on looking down them. The country on hoih aides 
was charming : its imdulating sur£sice studded with noble 
trees, which to some extent preserved its verdure, and 
backed by bold mountain ranges, the translucent river 
shining at intervals in its wooded vales. 

Next day our course lay as if towards the point of a 
triangle, not in a straight line, however, but winding throu^ 
sinuous labjrrinths round the base of hills, throu^ ravines, 
and along dry river-courses that finally led us into an open 
plain, pleasantly adorned with crowded clumps of planting, 
and bounded on its northern border by a smaU river called 
Cotton-wood Creek, from tlie prevalence of that tiniber 
along it. There were three waggons encamped there, re- 
turning from the diggings on the North Sacramento, in 
consequence of the prevalence of dysentery and ague^^re. 
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Their party were all, without an exception, invalids, and 
strongly remonstrated with us about going farther. How- 
ever, we left them early next morning, and after crossing 
the creek, entered a rather fertile valley, circumscribed in 
breadth, skirted by wood, behind which, to the westward, 
lofty hills rose in fanciful shapes; stret<;liing north as far 
as the vision could penetrate. The valley gradually ex- 
panded as we travelled upwards, widening into an immense 
plain, where we again stanck the Sacramento; thence it 
contracted as we approached Clear Creek, which flows 
eastward into that river. There is a trading-post at this 
point: a rude log-building, covered with canvass, got up 
for the purpose of cheating the diggers under pretence of 
supplying fiieir wants. We crossed over the creek, camping 
on the oQier side amongst a large party of sickly diggers 
on their downward journey. The grass was all eaten up 
by the stock owned by the traders, so that ours had no 
forage but what they browsed off the thick brush around 
them; and next morning, when we went to catch them, we 
only secured our oxen after a crouching search through the 
jungle. 

The waggon went on, another and I remaining to re- 
cover the horses, keeping two saddles and bridles. The 
spot on which we camped was in the shape of a peninsula, 
formed by the junction of Clear Creek with tilie Sacra- 
mento, and not so extensive that they could long evade a 
diligent search ; so, after satisfying oin^elves they were not 
thereabouts, we recrossed the creek, and saw by the fresh 
footmarks, and the lines formed by the dragging of the 
lariats, that they had taken the back trail. We followed 
up those marks for four miles, until they diverged into the 
bush, where they were no longer apparent. My com- 
rade and I then chose each a different direction, and sepa- 
rated, agreeing to meet at the trading-post; but after a 
three hours' anxious search I commenced retracing my 
steps, partly abandoning all hopes, and partly in the ex- 
pectation that my friend had discovered tiiem ; but on my 
return I found him there before me, without having any 
tidings whatever of them. We then cooked a rude repast 
of fried pork and hard bread, which cost us the moderate 
«um of two dollars each, and set out upon another trial, 
giving ourselves a latitude as far back as Cotton-wood 
(sixteen miles), whither we thought they might have been 
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allured by the good grass. Without them we could not 
proceed to Trinity, our destination, the last ninety miles 
being merely a pack-trail, over steep mountains, and one 
of the most impracticable character. We deemed it pru- 
dent to separate ourselves, my companion taking the home 
circuit; and, mine being the more distant, I hired a mule 
of a most Kozinantish pattern from one of the traders, such 
an animal as is called a "crowbait" in Yankeeland: how- 
ever, his threadbare appearance did not detract from the 
owner's estimate of his services, one ounce per day being 
the rate of hire. We moved off briskly, for his paces were 
better than his looks gave promise of, and I did not en- 
cumber him with a heavy knapsack of provisions. I saw 
nothing of the horses up to the point where I before halted, 
and from thence I kept quartering the plain until night, 
like a vessel beating to windward, without getting any trace 
of them. Then, picketing my mule and taking some slight 
refreshment, I lay down to rest, but did not enjoy much re- 
pose, from the nipping coldness of the night and the incessant 
howling of the coyotes^ which at times came so close, and 
in such numbers, that I was afraid to encourage sleep. I 
therefore looked anxiously for the dawn, got into the saddle 
at the first peep of twilight, and reached Cotton-wood 
without any better fortune than before, not having left a 
nook or promising clump unsearched. 

I now took a long farewell of the horses, and turned 
northward, selecting a line close in by the base of the hills, 
going along at an improved pace, with a view of reaching 
9ie trading-post the same night; but stopping in a gully to 
look for water, I found a little pool, evidently scratched out 
by a bear, as there were footprints and claw-marks about 
it; and I was aware that instinct prompts that brute, where 
water is nearest the surface, to scratch until he comes to it. 
This had been one of ver}^ large size, the footmark behind 
the toes being fully nine inches long; and although I had 
my misgivings about the prudence of a tete-d-tete with a 
great grizzly bear, still the "better part of valour" was 
overcome, as, it often is, by the anticipated honour and 
glory of a single combat, and the conquest of such a for- 
midable beast. I was well armed, too, with my favourite 
rifle, a Colt's revolver, which had never disappointed me, 
and a nondescript weapon, a sort of cross betwixt a clay- 
more and a bowie-knife. After capping afresbj hsmging^ 
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the bridle on the horn of the saddle, and stakmg my mtde, 
I followed the trail up a gully, and much sooner than I 
expected came within view and good shooting distance of 
Bruin, who was seated erect, witii his side towards me, in 
front of a manzanita bush, making a repast on his fayourite 
berry- 

The ^arp diek of the cock, causing him to turn quiddy 
round, left little time for dehberation; so, taking a prompt 
and steady aim at the region of the heart, I let drive. The 
ball, as I subsequently found, glanced along the ribs, en- 
tering imder the shoulder, and shattering some of the 
bones. I exulted as I saw him stagger and fall upon his 
side. The next glance, however, revealed him, to my dis^ 
may, on all-fours, in direct pin^uit, but going lame ; so I 
bolted for the mule, sadly encumbered with a huge pair of 
Mexican spurs, the noise of the crashing brush close in my 
rear convincing me that he was fast gaining on me. I 
therefore dropped my rifle, putting on fresh steam, and 
reaching the rope, pulled up the picket-pin, and, fringing 
into, the saddle with merely a hold of the lariat, plunged 
the spiu*s into the mule, which action, much to my afl^ri^it, 
produced a kick and a retrograde movement. La t^e ex- 
ertion, having got a glimpse of my pursuer, he uttered a 
snort of terror, and went off at a pace I did not think him 
capable of, soon widening the distance betwixt us and the 
bear; but having no means of guiding his motions, he 
brought me violently in contact with the arm of a tree, 
which imhorsed and stunned me exceedingly. Scrambling 
to my feet as well as I could, I saw my relentle^ enemy 
close at hand, leaving me only the alternative of asoending 
a tree; but, in my hurrie^ and nervous efforts, I had 
scarcely my feet above his reach when he was right under, 
evidently enfeebled by the loss of blood, as his struggles 
made it well out copiously. After a moment's pause, and 
a fierce glance upwards from his bloodshot eyes, he clasped 
the trunk; but I saw that his endeavom^ to dimb were 
crippled by the wounded shoulder. However, by the aid 
of his jaws, he succeeded in reaching the first branch with 
his soimd arm, and was working convulsively to bring rxg 
ihe body, when, with a well-directed blow from my cudan^ 
I completely severed the tendons of the foot, and he in- 
stantly fell, with a dreadful souse and hornfio growl, the 
blood spouting up as if impelled fi-om a jet. He coaa agMS 
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somewhat tardily, and limping round the tree with up- 
turned eyes, kept tearing off the bark with his tusks. 
Watching my opportunity, and leaning downwards, I sent 
a ball from my revolver with such good effect immediately 
behind the head, that he dropped ; and my nerves being 
now rather more composed, I leisurely distributed the 
remaining, five balls in the most vulnerable parts of his 
carcase. 

By this time I saw the muscular system totally relaxed, 
so I descended with confidence, and found him quite dead, 
and myseK not a little enervated with the excitement and 
the effects of my wound . on the temple, which bled pro- 
fusely; so much so, that I thought an artery was ruptured. 
I bound up my head as well as I could, loaded my revolver 
anew, and returned for my rifle ; but as evening was ap- 
proaching, and my mule gone, I had little time to survey 
the dimensions of my fallen foe, and no means of packing 
much of his flesh. I therefore hastily hacked off a few 
steaks from his thigh, and hewing off one of his hind-feet 
as a trophy of victoiy, I set out towards the trading-post, 
which I reached about midnight, my friend and my truant 
mule being there before me, but no horses. 

I exhibited the foot of my late antagonist in great trivmiph, 
aikd described the conflict with due emphasis and effect to 
the company, who rose to listen; after which I made a trans- 
fer of the flesh to the traders, on condition that there was 
not to be any charge for the hotel or the use of the mule. 
There was an old and experienced French trapper of the 
party, who, judging from the size of the foot, set down the 
weight of the bear at fifteen hundred pounds, which, he 
said, they frequently exceed, he himself, as well as Colonel 
Fremont's exploring paity, having killed several that weighed 
two thousand poimds. He advised me, should I again be 
pursued by a bear, and have no other means of escape, to 
ascend a smaU-girthed tree, which they cannot get up; for, 
not having any central joint in the fore-legs, they cannot 
climb any with a branchless stem that does not fully fill 
their embrace; and in the event of not being able to ac- 
complish the ascent before my pursuer overtook me, to 
place my back against the tree, when, if it and I did not 
constitute a bulk capable of filling his hug, I might have 
time to rip out his entrails before he could kill me, being 
in a most favouieJble jj^osture for the operation* Bears do 
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not generally use their mouths in the destruction of their 
victims, hut, hugging them closely, lift one of the hind-feet, 
which axe armed with tremendous claws, and tear out the 
bowels. The Frenchman's advice reads rationally enough, 
and is a feasible theory of the art of evading ursine com- 
pression; but, unfortunately, in the haunts of the animal 
those slim juvenile saplings are rarely met with, and a per- 
son closely confronted with such a savage vis-d-vis is not 
exactly in a tone of nerve for sm*gical operations. 
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We left next morning, with our saddles, saddle-blankets, 
and bridles on our backs, which we foimd exceedingly 
cumbrous in the heat of the day; so much so that we were 
on the point of abandoning them several times. The coun- 
try through which we passed was beautiful in the extreme: 
no grand expansive views, but circumscribed tracts, resem- 
bling pretty parks and lovely lawns, with shady dells and 
glades, enclosed by sloping hills, abutting against others 
fiiat reared their pine-clad heads aloft, until their peaks 
diminished into points, their ridges into blades. These 
formed the mighty spurs of the leviathan ranges east and 
west, from the cones of which, in the early season, flowed 
those numerous rivulets whose dry beds crossed our pathj 
and along whose banks still flourished the beauteous shrubaj 

_,. — ^.. -^ 

i 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFORNIA. 85 

indigenous to the country, trellised by vines laden with 
luscious grapes, venerable oaks standing at intervals, like 
guardians of the locality, under the shade of which wild 
cattle screened themselves from the glare of the sun, nar- 
rowly watching the movements of the two travellers who 
were plodding wearily along. On our right the Sacra- 
mento flowed noiselessly past, at times approaching and 
inviting us to taste its cool translucent current, and again 
receding abruptly amidst the hills, as if taking a farewell 
leave. The trail was admirably chosen, now stretching 
boldly along the level surface of those sylvan grounds, and 
then winding round the hips of the hills, so as to cheat them 
of their acchvities ; but as we advanced we ceased to meet 
a continuation of those sweet scenes, whose sequestered 
loveliness enchanted the senses, hushing for the time the 
sufferings of fatigue and the promptings of avarice. 

Our course now became sensibly steeper and more rug- 
ged, the timber and brush increasing in density, and stirring 
with animal life both in bear and deer, as their tracks indi- 
eated; but as we were not in a hunting mood, we did not 
molest them. Towards evening we gained a considerable 
elevation, on which the sound of rushing watere, and the 
faint report of fire-arms, struck gladly on our ears, giving 
us assurance of the contiguity of our comrades. We pushed 
gaily foi-ward, and reached in the gloaming the brow of a 
lofty bluff, along the base of which, by the margin of the 
river, was a regular little colony of gold-diggers, whose snow- 
white tents, distributed in neighbourly clusters in the open 
spaces, the several camp-fires, the groups around them pre- 
paring the evening repast, and the cattle, with their many 
tinkling bells, coming down from the adjacent heights to 
slake tJbeir thirst, formed a scene over which the eye was 
delighted to gaze, and tlie imagination to hover, conjuring 
up pictures of sweet primitive habits and unalloyed feli- 
city: illusions, alas! the very antipodes of the reality. We 
lingered here a while, not so much for the sake of rest as to 
feast upon the view beneath us. 

Supper was just commenced when we descended, and 
we contributed in bringing it to an over-hasty conclusion, 
our names, to use a vulgar phrase, not being put on the 
pan; and afterwards held a consultation as to our further 
movements, when it was unanimously agreed that, in con- 
sequence of the loss of our horses, we stould halt where 
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we were for some days, to examine the mines, and endea- 
vour to obtain other animals. In the morning, taking a 
survey of the locality, the first object that attracted our 
admiring attention was the Sacramento, which, even at 
that distance firom its mouth, was a noble stream, though 
at its lowest level. It was not exceedingly broad, but very 
deep and rapid, rushing noisily through 3ie rugged channel 
afforded it by the contiguous hills. The banks were bold, 
leaving no marginal space save -at the settlement, which 
stood on either side of a stream called Middle Creek, from 
its central position betwLxt two others, called Salt and 
Kock Creeks, all three having their rise in the western 
hills towards the coast range, holding parallel courses, and 
emptying into the Sacramento on its western bank, within 
half-a-mile of each other, and all rich in golden deposits: 
proving that the grand golden laboratory is not confined 
exclusively to the bowels of the Sierra Nevada. 

Those creeks are all deeply impregnated with the saline 
mineral, especially Salt Creek, where there are numerous 
springs, around which pure coarse salt can be gathered in 
large quantities. Their streams had then subsided into 
chains of stagnant pools, which were crowded with diggers, 
who formed, at that time, the northernmost parties on the 
Sacramento or its tributaries, and were realising from one 
to three ounces per day, though tlie richest superficial veins 
had been exhausted. There were veiy few cradles or 
washers at work, nearly all the latter being employed in 
scraping out the crannies and pockets of the rocks with 
spoons, and splitting the chinks with narrow picks and 
large knives. This was a process new to me, but so simple, 
and involving so little labom% that I was soon at worij 
amongst the busy tlirong. The loose rocks and stones in 
the beds of the creeks were hard, and generally of different 
formation from the strata forming the beds of the creeks; 
probably rolled down, in the process of time, by the action 
of the water, from the granite masses at the source of those 
livulets. Amongst them had been found, by the earlier 
visitants, innumerable large chunks and lumps, some per- 
fectly pure, others largely amalgamated with the gold 
blossom, as the miners call the ciystallised quartz. Several 
large specimens were found during my sojoimi, weighing 
from two to six ounces, and one as much as seven pounds, 
with a very inconsiderable stony amalgamation. The bed 
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was a sort of flaky sandstone, in in'egular strata, which, 
when struck with a sledge or hammer, opened into count- 
less minute seams, joints, and fissures, into which the 
miner inserted the point of his knife, very rarely requiring 
the pickaxe to prize them asunder, finding betwixt the la- 
minse thin cakes of gold almost incorporated with the rock 
by the adhesion of cohesion, existing in greater or less 
quantities throughout the entire strata, even to the lowest 
depth, evidently deposited there at its original formation; 
for no process, however subtle, could subsequently so in- 
sinuate it into the heart of a solid rock. 

I have seen some miners go clean down through a very 
deep stratum, and find gold in large quantities below, 
which impressed me with the idea that the gold on the 
surface is but crumbs caused by volcanic action, and that 
the great deposits of the solid metal are deep in the bowels 
of the earth. Many old miners were so firmly impressed 
with this conviction, that they resolved, in spring, when 
powder and proper implements could be procured from 
below, to sink deep shafts in select places, and give the 
experiment a fair trial. I did not confine myself to one 
system or one locality, but had a turn at each, trying in the 
course of my rambles the soil in innumerable places and 
at vMrious elevations, and finding, I may say, more or less 
gold eveiywhere, in many instances exposed on the surface 
on lo% hills. I also visited an extensive mining settle- 
ment to the westward, called " The Springs," or "Bedding's 
Diggings," said to be very rich. Here tiie miners had no 
streams or river-beds for the seat of their operations, work- 
ing in ihe various ravines and gulches, where the drainage 
of hills formed their several little streamlets. Theirs was 
almost all dirt cleansing, and, from the results I saw, was 
liighly lucrative; but the health of the miners was very 
bad, owing to the property of the water in the springs, 
which became more unwholesome as the season advanced, 
and the want of vegetables with their salt junk. 

After having explored every nook and comer in this 
extensive neighbourhood, I was ianxious to break fresh 
groimd, and did not experience much difficulty in getting 
up a party for the purpose, as, from the crowds that daily 
came flocking in, the place became uncomfortably thronged. 
A meeting was held, at which was discussed the practica- 
bility of getting beyond the Sacramento, where ^ areeks 
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and gulches looked most invitingly towards us, when it 
was resolved that an exploring party, chosen at the time, 
should set out the next day but one, employing the inter- 
vening one in constructing a raft. It was also determined 
not to confine their researches merely to the edge of the 
river, but to go back to the cafions of the loftier ranges, 
which could be seen about thirty miles to the eastward. 

Twenty men assembled on the morning of the appointed 
day, our mess contributing another and myself; but from 
the rapidity of the current, and the imwieldy piece of naval 
architecture on which we had to cross it, evening was close 
at hand when the last man jumped ashore where white 
man never trod before; and this very circumstance gave an 
air of romance to the expedition, which was not without its 
peculiar stimulant As it was a pure matter of chance 
where we might strike water, particularly in the dark, we 
formed om* camp for the night on a hill-side close by the 
river, and devoted the few hours we had to spare in trying 
the creeks close by, some of which we found very rich in- 
deed, and the remainder promising. We started before 
sunrise in the morning with very weighty packs ; f6r in 
addition to our tools, provisions, and arms, we were each 
obliged to carry a heavy blanket, as the nights now set in 
piercingly cold, notwithstanding the sultry and oppressive 
temperatiwe of the days. We shaped om* course directly 
for the highest and most distant of the ridges in view, and 
had for several miles a most fatiguing march, either climb- 
ing, descending, or shouldering though thick tall brush, 
through which it was a matter of extreme difficulty to drag 
our heavy packs. There were legions of game about: 
bear, deer, rabbit, and quail; but we did not shoot any, 
as we found our loads quite cumbrous enough without any 
addition. 

About three o'clock we emerged into a more open coun- 
try, entirely free of underwood, and presently came upon 
a verdant expanse of clear land, where, from the richness 
of the grass and elasticity of the sod, we conjectured there 
must be water near, of which we were all in great need at 
the time. We dug in a few of the most likely places with- 
out finding any, and were about making another trial, when 
a cheer from one of our comrades told us that the treasure 
was discovered in a little pool bearing all the marks and 
tokens of having been scratched out by ajbear. It held 
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very little over a pint, and replenished so slowly that a 
long time elapsed before all were satisfied. We then dug 
out the hole to about two feet in diameter, and left the 
water to rise, in order to get a supply for our coffee, while 
we set about making a monster fire near at hand, the order 
of the watch being four to each guard, and two hour spells; 
for Mr. Myers, fiie most experienced Califomian moun- 
taineer, gave us special warning of the treachery of the 
tribes of Digger Indians we were likely to meet, and we 
were already aware that all Indians are particularly fierce 
on the first invasion of their territories. 

The night set in clear, but bitingly cold, and about mid- 
night it came on to blow a gale of wind for a couple of 
hours, which made our great fire bellow and roai", and 
vomit forth sheets of sparks, that ignited the dry bunch 
grass and surrounding withered boughs in many places, 
enabling us plainly to see tlie deer around them coming up 
in numbers to look at the novelty, gazing with distended 
orbs, and stamping the ground in puzzled bewilderment. 
The guards could easily have shot some, only that the 
report of fire-arms would have startled the sleepers, imagin- 
ing an Indian surprise.* We were on the move at early 
dawn, and found a more clear and level country to march 
through than that of yesterday; but Indian trails were 
becoming more numerous, and appeared as if in constant 
use ; yet still no Indians showed themselves. We moved 
forward cautiously and compactly, having agreed not to 
halt for refreshment until we gained the base of the moun- 
tains, and towards noon began drawing close to them, 
crossing several deep dells and close ravines, in which 
there was abundance of grapes and manzanita berries. We 
pushed on till we reached the bosom of a steep glen, through 
which a clear but slender brook trickled, faintly babbUng 
amongst the rocks — ^a sweet spot to rest in; but as we 
halted to imburden ourselves, six Indians were positively 
in the midst of us, no one being cognisant of their approach, 
so stealthily and noiselessly did they advance. They were 
perfectly naked, only one carrying a bow and quiver. 

If we had followed Mr. Myers's advice, or yielded to 

* It is a common stratagem in deer-hunting in America to go into 
their haunts of dark nights and light a hundle of fagots, the blaze of 
which attracts any within sight of the blaze, when they become an easy 
prey to the banter. ^ y ...u .y ^ ^ -rS ^^ 
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our own first impulse, we would have driren them off; but 
they looked so mild and inoffensive, we permitted them to 
remain. They were radier below the middle stature, but 
strong, well-knit fellows, their feces daubed with a thick, 
dark, glossy substance like tar, in a line from the outside 
comers of the eyes to the ends of the mouth, and hsuik 
from them to the hinge of the jawbone, looking at a dis- 
tance like exaggerated whiskers : some also had their entire 
foreheads coated over. We endeavoured to disabuse their 
minds of any hostile intent on our parts by -signs and 
gestures, and little presents of bread and tobacco, neither 
of which they seemed to understand the use of. In order 
to show them more plainly the object of our visit, we todk 
them to the stream, going through the form of using our 
pi<^s, shovels, and pans, and Ihen showed them the gold 
we had in om- purses, when they all laughed, exclaiming, 
**Booie! booie! booie!" which it seems in their language 
signifies gold. They made, signs to us that it was to be 
had everywhere around, which was so fer ^satisfactory that 
we brought them into camp, where we found Mr. Vyae, a 
Dutch gentleman of our party, in the act of cutting up a 
noble buck he had shot a little up the glen. He proposed 
that we should cook a regular trappers' feast, and therei:qMfi 
made up a dish called " Coney-cum-quero " (derivation 
unknown), the ch^fs de cuisine on the occasion being two 
gentlemen who before had had their fingers in a similar 
pie. 

It is made by cutting off a large piece of ffesh from a 
<»rcase, together with the skin, then paring away a good 
margin of the meat, so as to afford a selvage of hide tlmt 
will lap over what remains in the centre, on which you can 
«hake whatever seasoning you have, and then skewer or 
.tie it up closely, placing it on hot embers or stones made 
red-hot (which we did), when, if carefully tended, before 
the hide is burned through tiie meat is tiioroughly done, 
juicy and savoury beyond conception, being stewed in its 
own peculiar gravy. Ours was a regular duodecimo, as 
indeed it required to be, from the number of our mess and 
foreign auxiliaries, and was composed of the entire side of 
venison, from the vertebrae, round by the hips, flank, chest, 
and shoulder-blade. While it was in process of cooking, 
we took off the keen edge of otu* appetites by roasting on 
the coals the scraps and pieces that^were_cut_away in 
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forming the selvage, all watching it -with the most careful 
atfention, until "cooked to a curiosity;" and whether it was 
the whim of a quizzing imagination or not, I cannot tell, 
but I never before tasted a dish that so filled up every 
crevice of the mouth with an all-satisfying enjoyment, 
saturating the pleased palate with its succulent tenderness, 
and leaving such an agreeable after-taste, ^at one was 
almost loth to use aught else for fear of dispelling it. 

I would advise M. Soyer to give it a place in the next 
edition of his book; and I hope I may not be deemed 
presumptuous in expecting that the great abdominal wor- 
shippers of the omnivorous London corporation will pre- 
sent me with a handsome premium for adding a new idol 
to their creed in the shape of a " Coney-cimi-quero." It 
is not necessary it should be made of venison: the flesh of 
any other animal, the hide of which is sufficiently tough to 
bear the fire, would do as well; in fact, I think a fatter 
meat would suit better. 

The Indians remained all night, and lit a second fire at 
a little distance, stretching themselves on their faces be- 
tween both. There was little doubt they had a sinister 
design in staying; for whenever the watchmen's tread 
ceased, and unbroken silence prevailed, they raised up 
their heads cautiously, looking round anxiously, but drop- 
ping again the moment they saw they were perceived, and 
simulating sleep, which caused, us to keep a close eye on 
them. In the morning, as we continued to feed them, we 
determined on making them do something to earn their 
diet, by sending them to bring up water for the morning's 
use (which in their tongue is called " Bawlee"), and after- 
wards making them carry a moiety of our packs, which 
they did with great reluctance, from sheer laziness, being, 
far and away, die most thoroughly lethargic set of beings, 
even of their own degraded tribe, I ever encountered. 
Were it not so, here tiaey could have whole shambles of 
meat for food, and skins to trade in, after supplying them- 
selves with raiment, which they appear to want, from the 
sensitive manner in which they bore the evening air. Yet 
such is their inherent sloth, that they are contented to 
remain entirely destitute of covering, and to subsist through 
the summer and autumn on crickets, berries, and roots, 
and in the winter and early spring on acorns, which they 
save, and dried spent salmon, which theyj^Mch. JU^Qut 
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much trouble, spearing them in the shallow fords of 
streams flowing into the Sacramento. Unlike most other 
Indians, they have nothing to trade or barter; neither are 
they, as far as I could see, expert bowmen. The only 
thing in which they attain a respectable mediocrity is 
summing. They are excessively jealous of their squaws, 
for whenever we headed towards any of their burrows they 
sent a courier ahead to remove them all; and, as a cap to 
the climax of their forbidding qualities, they are sting}- 
and inhospitable. It is supposed to be a trait of Indian 
character, universal amongst the race, that they are hospi- 
table to strangers when they chance to come amongst their 
wigwams, no matter how hostile soever their feelmgs and 
intentions might be imder other circumstances; but 
amongst these wretches no such virtue seems to exist. On 
one occasion, in passing through their huts, I took a few 
from a heap of acorns, when the very savages to whom we 
were so kind, and fed so plentifully, commenced a pitiful 
whining howl imtil I restored them : the entire selfishness 
of which was enhanced by the fact that thousands of 
bushels of them covered the ground in every direction. 

Their information about the gold was perfectly correct, 
for we found some, I may say, in every place we tried; but, 
except at our camp, had no water in the neighbourhood to 
give a full test to our experiments, as the rivulets, gulches, 
and ravines, were all dry. We tried tlie diy-digging pro- 
cess ; and on winnowing in a rough manner the sand that 
we took from the cavities of rocks, got in most instances 
a residue of gold, sometimes insignificant, at others con- 
siderable. After examining all the auspicious-looking 
places on the western flank of the Sierra in this neigh- 
bourhood, we branched into a gloomy defile, with the in- 
tention of penetmting to the north-eastern side of the 
range; but, after advancing a few miles, it took a westerly 
slant, which we thought it prudent to follow, as our stock 
of provisions would not admit of too protracted an absence. 

We had now to push our way through groups of im- 
mense hills, covered to the tops witli oak and fir, without 
brush, the trees not so close as to impede our progress, 
but sufficiently umbrageous to shield us from the sim. As 
we went along we tried all likely places we came across, 
and got some gold in all. We soon turned into another 
and wider branch of the defile, bending more towards the 
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south, hoping to strike the Sacramento and follow its 
course home, testing its bars and the streams flowing into 
it as we proceeded, and marched in an elongated string, as 
the trail, Hke all Indian trails, would not admit of more 
than one deep. Some of our party, however, beginning 
to lag imder iiie weight of their packs, had tailed off con- 
siderably, of which those in advance were unconscious, 
until the distant report of a gun, followed by a " Holloa!" 
brought us suddenly up ; on hearing which, all simulta- 
neously dropped their packs, leaving four to watch them, 
and hurried back, double-quick, nearly a mile, when we 
espied several Indians on the heights watching oiu* move- 
ments, which caused us to apprehend oiu* comrades had 
been overwhelmed, murdered, and stripped. We raised a 
lusty cheer to encoiu-age them if in extremity, and in- 
creased our pace to a run, until we came to the fork of the 
defile, where we saw our five absent men standing in a 
group, rifle in hand, and a horde of those savages in front 
of them, yeUing and gesticulating; amongst whom wei^e 
our right trusty henchmen who had levanted with the 
packs we constrained them to carry. They were beyond 
bow-range, but within easy rifle shot; but when our rein- 
forcement came up, they moved farther away, and after a 
momentary pause, the chief, with a staff of about a score, 
showed a disposition to approach us in a pacific mood : a 
movement we repudiated, beckoning him off, and present- 
ing at him, when he in turn warned us away, sputtering 
* gibberish at the top of his voice. A Mr. Davis put an end 
to his fierce oration by a double discharge of buck-shot, 
which made his royal highness and some of his aids skip 
most ungracefully, the whole body breaking away in fear 
and confusion. 

This occurrence counselled circumspection for the future, 
as there is no manner of doubt that ihe murder of the five 
men would have ensued only for our retmn, for the Indians 
not only tried some long-bow shots at them, but got others 
to ascend the heights at their back, from whence they had 
commenced hurling down logs and stones. As we all came 
together again, and got into motion, we saw our enemies 
on the heights above in considerable force ; and what we 
had seriously apprehended they now began to put in prac- 
tice, namely, letting loose rocks and blocks of decaying 
timber, which plunged down the steep hill-sides with a ve- 
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locity that required aU our watchfulness and alertness to 
evade them, so that our progress was, I may say, an-ested 
altogether. They were not slow to perceive our jeopardy, 
and for once in their lives, at least, were industrious, for. 
they worked with might and main, yelling as they set 
their projectiles in motion, and becoming bolder and bolder. 
As we could not well make an effort to dislodge them, we 
crept slowly on. The ridge of the hill declining rather 
quickly, the inclination of its curve, too, bringing the sa- 
vages within shooting distance, and as they crowded to a 
point close beneath which we were constrained to pass, we 
put forward four men, who carried rifles of the largest 
calibre, one of which, especially, owned by a Mr. Smith, 
was admitted to be th^ ''great gun" of the diggings. Ha 
first elevated at the savage looking most like the general- 
issimo, who, curiously enough, seeing he was selected, ad- 
vanced a few paces, with an air of contemptuous defiance, 
imagining liimself perfectly secure ; but Mr. Smith took 
his measure most accurately, sending his bullet into the 
Goitre of his d>est, on which, making a frantic leap, he 
fell prostrate, producing a pause of stupefaction, during 
which the other three maricsmen fired into the crowd, 
bringing two others down. This kicked the balance of 
hesitation instantaneously, all of them bursting away for 
the summit of the ridge, over which we could discern their 
dark heads timidly peeping to see if we intended pursuit ; 
but of this we had no idea* our object being, if possible, to 
get to the river before dark. . • 

Wo were much nearer the Sacramento than we con- 
ceived; for in less than a mile,Jthe trail descending rapidly 
almost all the time, we came right upon it, and directly on 
the opposite side discovered a very large settlement of In- 
dians, who raised a demoniac yell as soon as they sawns; 
all their squaws at the same time running up a narrow 
gorge in the hills, carrying their papooses. On our side 
there was a scrap of beach, on which a vast number of 
miserable spent salmon of enormous size, spUt, were hung 
along on poles to dry in the sun, there being a better 
aspect and exposure than at their camp; and I believe it 
was the suspicion that we would carry away a portion of 
them which caused the affray. But we never even touched 
them; and finding that the cliffs were too precipitous to 
allow of our following the river, we reascended the hills, as 
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* 

around our watch-fires, at the base of such a steep, we 
could not expect to get over the night in peace or secuiity. 
A few miles farther on we met with a creek, whore, in the 
cavity of a rock, we discovered as much water as sufl&ced for 
supper. 



CHAPTER IX. 



dud Gold in the Creek.— Strange Ezeavatioa in its Bed — Determine on deiuring it 
out — Our large Expectations — Our Mode of Procedure — Immense Frogs and 
X^and Turtle — Another new Dish, called " Omnium Gatherum" — Unexpected Size 

of the Hole — Sliare Market — Anxiety increases as the Bottom Is approached 

Wonderful Result — Food for Conjecture — Mining Incident — Continue our Seaordi 
down the Credc — Indian ViUage near Its Bankfr^Home««nl>lx>uad— rflnrt Rala 
of the Seasotw^Raft Accident — Mhraeuloos Escape-^Jtaft-buUdfaig by TorehUgfat 
—.How it did pour !_CaMfomiaB Rain — The Sacramento ritea — Had the Wei 
Season set in so early ?— Its Effects on our Comforts, our Clothes, our Food, our 
Wei^lfons and Imidements— How we employed ourselTes durhig the Spell — Novel 
Occupations— X^udicHMis Success — Musical Amateur — Strange Musical Contest 
— Amphibious State — The Sacramento rises higher — The Rain ceases and the 
Sun re>appear»^-Cfeange of Seene and Employment — ^Rebald Appearance oi the 
Camp — State of the Ground — All the Stock get mired-~Hew we manage — The 
Waen aA.Woik agaki. 

In the morning we found gold in the bed of the creek all 
along as we proceeded, so we followed it down a con- 
siderabk distance to a point, where, after receiving two 
respectable confluents and innumerable smaller streamlets 
(all then dry), it took a decided southerly course. We tried 
the banks in many places, and several of the bars, in all of 
which we found abundant evidence that it would be a most 
remunerative stream to work on when the proper season 
came round. In the course of our explorations we came 
to a rocky cafion, where the water tumbles over a fall of 
twelve or fifteen feet, at the bottom of which there was a 
large ca\ity in the rock, quite round at the orifice, about 
eight feet in diameter, and four feet down to where there 
was moist gravel, the hole enlarging in dimensions as it 
descended. Some expressed a great desire to clear it out; 
imd one of the men finding over aa ounce of fine dust in a 
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crack on the edge of the rock from which, in the wet season, 
the torrent is discharged, all hands agreed on the experi- 
ment, indulging in golden anticipations of all sorts, many 
of the over-sanguine setting down the proportions at one 
thousand dollars; which would not, after all, appear exor- 
bitant, considering the circumstances. 

We put in two men with shovels to fill the pans, which 
were passed up by two others, and sent from hand to hand 
along a file of four above, to a place where the sand was 
discharged, the empty pans retiuning by another line, 
coming up and down with the regularity of elevators in a 
corn-mill. In a few hours we thus accumulated a large heap 
of gravel on the bank, but did not appear to make a deep 
impression on the hole, which bulged out in the sides like 
a pot. Nevertheless, we worked imremittingly (albeit on 
empty stomachs, and nothing in prospect to appease the 
painful gnawings of the worm of appetite), as the presence 
of water on round stones and coarse gravel afforded us a 
guarantee that there was no chasm or aperture through 
which the gold could escape. From the round stones and 
coarse gravel we came to a layer of coarse sand, in which, 
curiously enough, were frequently sent up immense frogs, 
as large as young monkeys, and a description of land turde; 
that, on the oSier hand, was of dwarfish proportions. 
These were all alive and kicking; and the wonder was that 
they could have existed under such a superincumbent 
weight as we removed, which of course was only to be 
accounted for by the mysterious agency of the genim loci, 
who stationed tiiem there to watch the golden treasure; 
for if the great dragon of the Hesperides himself had been 
saddled with only half the load, me celebrated fruit would 
not have so long cumbered its branches. In the absence 
of all other nutriment, we became sudden converts to 
French cookery, calling into requisition the services of our 
" coney-cum-quero" artists, who invented an entirely new 
dish, characteristically christened "omnium gatherum," 
which I cannot, however, so confidently recommend to a 
generous and confiding public as their previous effort, as 
it was composed principally of bull-frogs and land turtle, 
thinly interspersed with the limbs of a few woodpeckers 
and one ground squirrel (a much nicer animal than a rat), 
stewed in the green water that we took from the hole in 
two of our largest wash-pans, and without ^ither pepper, 
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salt, or any other sauce or seasoniDg but keen, pungent 
hunger. 

As we left off work at dusk, we took soundings with a 
pole, and found there were fully five feet yet to clean out; 
bat llie hole at this level took an inward curve, that would 
quickly diminish its capacity for holding. Not so the 
"omnium gatherum," which found receptacles capacious 
enough, And, simple and unadorned as it was, would have 
all disappeared if we had yielded to appetite; but we re- 
served a portion of this composite mess for breakfast, and 
were at work under tlie auspices of the morning star, as 
it was necessary we should reach home that evening. 

Two feet more brought us to a finer, darker, and heavier 
sand, the usual concomitant of ^e precious dust, which 
sent up the mercury of expectation to such a pitch, that 
speculators freely offered from four hundred to hye hun- 
dred dollars a share without effecting a purchase, and cir- 
cumscribed as the time was, a miniature of the Bull and 
Bear system was put into operation, which hatched its 
BMiall clutch of lame ducks with a rapidity in keeping with 
the vegetative and generative character of the coufttry. 
The game momentanly increased in interest as the bottom 
was approached; but the increasing depth obliged us to 
put in a rude ladder to enable the work to proceed. It was 
also deemed prudent to appoint experienced washers to 
test the contents of each pan, for tlie indications of the 
sand now became truly promising. Silence reigned omni- 
potent; yet during ihe intervals between each shovel- 
stroke, although every one appeared to hold his breath, 
there were strange, smothered ventriloquial sounds, re- 
peated with a rapid regularity, which at last brought me 
ta listen, and discover that 

The beating of our own hearts 
"Was all the sound we heard. 

The sun, too, came at this juncture to take a peep into the 
nearly empty hole; but the polished shovel returned no 
lurid flash to his bright ray, the predominant reflection 
being from the black sand, which, by the time the last pan- 
ful was removed (sand et preterea nihil), had communicated 
quite a leaden tinge to our complexions. Then 

We looked each other's faces round; 

but there was not a word of* banter or regret as the men 
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sl^Yflj and sacHy oaine up frQia this great poibhed deesiimr, 
each wondermg, but unable^ to solve the miracle of' the 
total absence of even a particle of th« metal. Wantmg 
other diet, it supplied us amply wkh f&od fi>r coDJectiae 
and sunBise; but the^ meet ingenious aiid.so{^iisti8al'Covli 
not sugg^t a feasible ex^danation why it was< tiiat the gold, 
which assuredly came in firom above, and T«4iadi we fbimd 
in quantity below, being the heavier sabstBnoe, should haane^ 
been absolutely €^ted, leaving stones; grsvel^ood 6v«i» 
black sand, at the bottom. All the natural aiDKi ij^ual o^ 
rations of cause aad effect being at l^igth eskausted,. a 
metaphysical gestleman agreed with himself that pxeter^ 
natural spells must also have been at work, and that, if the 
frogs could speak, "they would a taie^ unfoW thai; v^nid 
suit as an appendage to the legends of Gr(^r.4« 

We now shouldered our traps and went down the asmk 
for a/t least a mile, finding pro^pects^ tdiroui^out eaiftttlitei 
to console us somewhat for our momiiig's disiqppoiiitiBCBt; 
and just when about diverging for home, we sttw, £utii»r 
down OH ih& banks of the creek, a large !&idiair vs&agB, of 
a more p^maanent chai?aeteF than I bought Ihe Diggan 
coifdd boast of^ the huts being unusuallytwall conatmtied 
for that tribe. It was thickly inhabited; the Bodtskij^ 
arrayed with their' bows and arrows, seemed. a9 if read^^sisr 
an encounter; bot we moved off at rigi^ asgl^ maichiDg 
steadily until we reached the Sa(^*£u»e]3to att our TafNnovr* 
ings, about two ho^urs before sundon^. We then com* 
menced shipping our first cargo, which, consisted of^fimr 
men with their paeks^ chosen by lot« as* the fusnogeafdtte 
attractions on the other side, thedidikeof^crosinng^fas^^ie 
last batches would be^ compiled' to do) in Hie divk, and 
the indications of a coming change in the weadiM!!;' nwde 
each anxious to be amongst ihe firi^« 

' * AVliile working on Bock Cneek, the weathev. being very hot,, fw 
always had by us a pan of drinking water, and close to it stood, a tin 
cap, in which we put the particles of gold' as we gathered them. Cfee 
morning, as we were at work, a thirst^ prospeeten came by, ^v6oatkie4 
permission to take a drink, which being accorded him^ he fiUed^n^/tbe 
cup and quaffed oflF the costly draught, without either drinkjng our 
healths or leaying even the semblance of a sediment at the bottom. I 
first suspected there was ^ little sieight-of-haad in* the matter; birti!rom 
the sincere compunction of the man, and the earnest manner in which 
he offered to replace the gold, I firmly believe he swallowed it : a cir- 
cumstance which caused us for the future not to rely implicitly, in sudi 
cases, on- a saving slip, " inter poevdum et kibrai" ^ 



It tiwi: avet an hotir to make the first trip to and £ro^ 
dudngwhidi time th« clouds began to gather and dtop 
lam; the mnd^ ixte^ sighing isk ominoos gitsts. I was in 
^e seeomk bafteh, and got well wet from the heavy rain be- 
ftDve I landed, tiie wind still increasing in violence; aoid, 
iHaJbartiniatelyy js the third party were coming oyer (it being 
B^W' d«rk)y by some bad maiEB^axient or other the raft 
partBd^ three edging, to one poEtkm and one to the other. 
A: sicoiit'wss instantly raised^ lantemfr and fagots were lit, 
and the shore was lined to see how succour oeuld be 
brxm^t to bear; bitt our comrades^' fatte. appeared inevi- 
teMi&r as over tl^ lapids we'iSeared they mvist go^ where we 
weser appr^iensiva they wmdd loser their hold and be 
drownedi^ As good ludK would hafire itj howevwr, that 
portimi of the raft to wkicb the three were attached 
went idtick e^ver^ and was rovnded ta in aaa. eddy that 
^iiiiiled it t» the share, not mere tibftn twcv huodft'ed yajd» 
b^low; the otiMr, takieg a. difiereo^ shoots strukded on a 
pointed ro«k^ orver which the. intercepted current' surged in 
&othy feami. There was a deep got between the roek acnd 
ttie shoxB, li^ich cut off aU pers^oial aid, so thai the only 
iSimg we ce«kl do wb9 to shout: in enceuragemeaaA to the 
poor feSow, urging: him to try aaad work his. leg over the 
etetadie, telling hxmlK)w his' ecm^Hoiiona had got sra^sfy 
eft sboxe^ and tiirowing hni^, witk weight» attained to the 
eofdesv tibit he xm^t lay h(M of them. But^ he waa ahxsost 
i^togsther cm«onscioiis from the daahing of tbe w»te^; 
tkongii s^ hokiniig. on wt& the proverfaMd teBa<»iey el a 
dro^raing man. J^ remaisad in this fearfoL' predicmeient 
nearly a^ quarter of as hoiftr, . wlMa we safw tiie log veering 
sli^tiy from side to side, as the eutrrent evidentibf rose a 
litSe, the lasn falling in torrents all the. time: another 
smmgr and it broke afioat. "* I>oes h^ ding?" utteried a 
bemdred mouths. Yes! we could see his head m the 
tinrchlight as his Log whiiied intatiie protecting eddy« Imt 
life was. nearly extkiiCt; nor could we release his gra«p 
without using aetual violence, and for a long time after we 
esrried him to the nearest tent he did not. s^pear to re* 
cover. However, we were oveijoyed to see him at length 
^e signs of retumhag' animation; wh»en, leaving him in 
diarge of the only fenude in the coanmunity, we all pro- 
ceeded t^ stream to construct a new raft to bring over the 
remainder of our party, as the river began rising so rapidlj 
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that, if deferred until morning, rafting would be impracti- 
cable. It was a truly, novel and picturesque sight to see a 
file of blazing torches and fagots, and the dusky forms of 
the men at work, with their gleaming axes and augers, of a 
dark stormy night, singing cheerfully to keep up the spirits 
of those on tiie opposite shore. Two first-rate large 
rafts vere solidly constructed in an incredibly short space 
of time, capable of taking all over at a single trip each; so 
* that, ere midnight, they were safely landed amidst their 
companions. 

Oh, how it did pour! I never before saw such torrents. 
The biggest tears of ovld Ireland were but intermittent 
imitations — mere drizzle — compared with it, as it sluiced 
down, making the blazing logs "pale their ineffectual fires," 
until they fairly struck to the rival element. It drummed 
upon the tents, spirting through the closest canvass, 
covering the upper blanitets and the pendant clothing 
with a condensed vapour like hoar-frost; but the 30th of 
October being unusually early for the regular seasonal 
spell, we all crept into our damp beds, trusting that in its 
fury it would expend itself ere morning. But morning 
came and brought with it no cessation. Down, down it 
flowed in perpendicular streamlets, each as thick as an 
ordinary ramrod, pimcturing the ground which was not 
as yet mashed into mortar, as if points of that instrument 
had been inserted into it with mathematical precision. 
The select few who had stoves could alone make the 
" sparks fly upward;" the remainder, with their waggon- 
covers, endeavoured to construct a species of hearth um- 
brella to shield them from the water. Noon came, and 
stiU down poured the rain, and up rose the Sacramento, 
turbid and turbulent; its quiescent edges, sheeted out into 
the bush, forming quite a contrast with its rapid centre. 
All hands were digging deep channels roimd iheir tents, 
and carrying in limbs of timber and hurdles to eleviite their 
couches from off the cold damp earth. Every one was 
soaked through, and everybody's bedclothes were so 
thoroughly saturated with damp, that we turned in without 
divesting ourselves of our wet garments. 

A second night, chilly and cheerless, converted us to the 
belief that the rainy season had prematurely arrived, and set 
us cogitating how we should employ ourselves during its con- 
tinuance. The lighting of fires in the morning was quite 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFORNIA. 101 

a prolonged and doubtful experiment in the ash-pools — ^no 
longer pits — ^where the crackling wood was wont to revel. 
We built them as close to our tent mouths as possible, 
prepared to suffer any inconvenience from the smoke for 
the faintest countervailing glow of heat. All was insuffi- 
cient, however, to dry our dripping clothes and bed cover- 
ing. Our knives, forks, spoons, tin dishes, and knightly 
implements, soon got coated over with rust; our fire-arms 
became woodbound: the provisions, too, suffered their 
quota of damage. The jerked beef got blue-moulded, the 
flour caky, the sugar treacly, the tea flat, the coffee' sodden, 
the powder lumpy, and the brandy weakly. Even my fine 
watch, which I never before caught in a wayward mood, 
took it into its head to spend the season in a state of tor- 
pidity. There was nothing for it now but either a thorough 
revision and repair of the wardrobe, or card-playing, drink- 
ing, or both; for there were no books in the concern, while 
damp paper was calculated to obscure the clearest ideas 
committed to it. Nevertheless, the dull, triate influences of 
the time were often chequered with a hearty laugh, result- 
ing from the amusing bungles of the many unlicened 
imitators of Crispin and Cabbage who undertook to flourish 
the awl and the needle. Boots were in the most urgent 
want of relief,^ as most of the crowd, to use a slang phrase, 
"were addicted to top-boots: 'case why, they'd got no 
bottoms;" worn on the principle which induced my country- 
man to walk in the mud under the canopy of a sedan-chair. 
Coats, not being previously much used, did not stand in 
need of repair; but pantaloons became so grotesquely 
metamorphosed under the " stars and stripes" with which 
they were liberally garnished, that it required a strong 
effort of memory to recognise them. One gentleman in 
particular, evidently of a retail education, not from any 
jocose freak either, caused us an hour of merriment by 
freckling over his stem with those minute patches until it 
resembled a map of the Archipelago or Carribean Sea. 
You might see shirts, in the absence of either father or 
mother-o'-pearl studs, ornamented with buttons that would 
be quite at home on the breast of a P-jacket; and hats that 
had curled up their broad brims under a crisping sun, 
now driven into the slouching attitude; together with 
many other strange and ciuious contrasts, too numerous to 
mention. 
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In ihe midst of our nmlti:ftffk>»s avoaaticaas, one rowr 
gushing evening our ears were brought to Ml-coek by the 
laudable efforts of a gentleman who possessed a rheumatic 
fcey-bugle, -^hich, peiiiape, like its owner, was sniiSeri&g 
from the roughness of liie journey or the ^climate, for his 
choicest strains -were not of that " charming" quality cal- 
culated to "sootihe the savage breast," mudi less those of 
a Christian. On the contraay, to travesty thee phi»se,^tey 
were "a discord of harsh sounds," whi<^, as a frLeod of 
mine observed, would be certain death to any cow of wi- 
vanced age in the Quid Country, where th^ understand 
music. However, this painful solo was opportunely dud- 
lenged by the appearance on the sod of a canine amatemr, 
whose musical powers were so decidedly superior, that he 
silenced his opponMit with a few of his quavers, and retired 
amidst torremts and applause. The gentleman and tiae 
bugle subsequently made two other paralytic efl&wrts to re- 
new tfee contest; but old P6mpey, who, for fear of mxh 
surprises, kept his organ at concert pitch, came prom^j^fy 
to tiae scratch, €End dfectually consummated his exmquest. 

There were «ome ugly broils arising out of gambling 
contentions, and disgusting exhibitions from over^e^ 
potations; but, strange to say, no serious aeoideuft ^>c- 
curred, nor did sickness supen^ie, ev^i tiiough I naay 
assert, that we "Hved, and moved, and had »ar being" in 
.water, or positive moisture; making us incline to the sup- 
position that habitude endowed us with semi-amphibkms 
natures. This state of tilings continued witiiout any mo- 
dification for nine whole days and nights ; tiie river ridng 
higher and higher, roaring in frantic ^ary; whiriing, lyoe 
sla^aws on its surging bosom, huge logs and trees ^^lat It 
uprooted and snatched along in its headlong rage ; its 
frenzied temperament madly ministered to by tiie innu- 
merable torrents along its course vomiting in their fosRinag 
stimtdants. Book, Middle, and Salt Creeks, now presented 
impassable baaTiers to «ny -communication betwixt those 
encamped on either side, being so swollen by the monster 
current that they spread athwart the limited level, and com- 
pelled the whole settlement to strike their tents, and retreat 
up the hill-side. 

On tiie morning of the tentii day, we were all nod^tily 
gladdened and regoiced at the re-appearance of our old 
friend Sol, beaming effulgentiy, but somewhat modeistod 
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m his ^roe andour. .Presto! now there was a magical 
ichftnge of fieene. Li^Uiirg listlessness gave plaoe to bustle ; 
4eiWLi^ Yfease ^tpmk in & thee; ereTything was laid bai'e, and 
:sSkfWi&Te bustliBg as briaklj as the slushy state of the^frotind 
mmcM permit to give their spongydotiis and provisions 
fthe h€m£A. of the ehange. Blankets — white, red, blue, 
^graen, Majokinaw, and .Mexican — ^were spread out in dose 
iJtMilact on ti»e slope, with shaggy buffalo robes and g^ek 
iconntecptmes, iianked with fia^^el, cdtton, Mckony, and 
Jersey shirts of every tinge and tjolour; ooate, fancy vests, 
wxA very tm^Eisihionable pants, in companionship witdi 
,i^i»eddy^a\«ier&; tctgeliier with sloolsings, long end short, 
in «. most fwwous condition; judiciously interspcrBed, in 
'^^rairy availad^le vaeaney, with green boots, flabtby hats, col- 
lapsed icarpet^bags.powdierrdasks, sbot-pouehes^tand varioiis 
other hunting and defensive accoutrements, dangling from 
the branches; provisions exposed and arms piled where no 
shade could screen them: forming altogether a unique and 
motley scene, most curious to behold. 

This done, we went to look after our cattle, which had 
^ not been seen since the storm commenced; but it proved 
rather more of a task than any of us anticipated; for at 
every step, imless the foot was planted on the point of a 
rock or log, one sank right down to the knee, and frequently 
dee|>er. Even on the slopes, the earth was almost in a 
liquid state, with barely enough of adhesive consistence to 
prevent its running in a stream. I could not have imagined 
sndi a state of things had I not witnessed it. When we 
reached the cattle, we found them, without an exception, 
mired down to their bellies, unable to move ; a few were 
dead, and some mnles and horses badly lacerated in their 
wild ^ndeavouips to extricate themselves; the oxen were 
naore passive, but nearly starved to death, while it was 
utterly impossible to liberate them until the water drained 
off and the ground became firm. The only mode of meet- 
ing the emergency was to gather provender and strew it 
within their reach, which was not a laboiu* of extreme 
trouble, as acorns were very abundant, and they all had 
become accustomed to their use. Thus we tended them 
for a few days, until we were able to extricate those that 
wttre^naMe to relieve themselves. 

JEadi naess now west to work with their rockers in liie 
^a^Sereat .guleiies, And in jaelect places \alangj^^^^^nks0f 
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the creek, washing the dirt, and getting well rewarded for 
their trouble, averaging fully two ounces per* man. But 
the soil was too wet to work to the best advantage, being 
in that state which masons call "grout," the heavy metallic 
particles sinking to the flag or rock as it became disturbed 
in digging, and escaping the shovels in the crevices and 
inequalities, whereas, in a drier state, they would have be^n 
taken up with earth and separated in the process. Some 
who took the pains of scooping and scraping up the mud 
from those inequalities witii large spoons were amply re- 
quited ; and many made good wages by following the creek 
and gulch courses, picking up particles on the margin 
from which the water had receded, and gathering pieces 
of considerable size that protruded from &e banks, where 
flakes of earth broke off, undermined by the torrents. 



CHAPTER X. 

More Rain — Digging ceases — The Damp and Chills are attended with Sickness — 
Doctors and their Charges — Additions to our Mess— Commence hollowing oat • 
Canoe — The Agreeabilities of onr new Associates — How we hewed, and Jolsed, and 
promoted Health — ^Perforated State of the Baric — Studded with Acoma — How 
caused — Foresight of Woodpedcers — Their Ing^iuity and Discriminatimi— Floiah 
our Craft — Weather clears up — Transport our Goods and Chattels over the 
River — Miners' Theory — Our Cloak— Miners' Practices — Their Perseverance— 
We blink them a good while — They Hunt at iW — Our Seclusion invaded — What 
we previously averaged — Hours of Work — Appearance of the Mines — Geological 
Puzzle — Capital and Bfachinery required to develope the Wealth of Califoniia— 
Fruitless Search for a Scientific Traveller — Wintor sets In — Hunt toe new 
DiggUags — Our old Gulch re-enriched—Fresh Irruptions— -Blake a Party to vMt 
the Maiden Creek — Find the Water too high — Indian Visits and Thieving — Give 
some of them condign Punishment — A slight Brush — Onr ccnnfortless and Iiiie> 
cure Situation — Return to Home Quarters — Diabolical Murder perpetrated by 
Indians — Enrolment of a Volunteer Party to punish tiiem — The Regions of tiw 

' Expedition — Position and dumber of our Adversaries — The Battle — The Result 
— Onerous Task of getting Home our Wounded Men — Bolsteroos Night— Both 
Freeman and Coyle die. 

This state of affairs kept the miners in buoyant spirits; 
but they were soon damped again; for, at the end of three 
days, heavy, humid clouds kept floating overhead, accom- 
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panied with sharp squalls and smart showers, which, 
towards evening, settled down into a thick drizzling mist, 
of a most penetrating character. This continued for fire 
nights and days, occasionally changing into pouring rain 
as a brisk breeze blew up, which rendered the soil wholly 
unfit for digging, and caused a raw chill atmosphere that 
began to exhibit its effects in short ague-fits, rheumatism, 
stiff swollen joints, and scurvy. My ankle, which got 
maimed in the buffalo chase on the Platte, gave me con- 
siderable annoyance, both from pain and swelling; but I 
prescribed for myself, as the medical tariff all over the 
mines made a patient shudder more sensitively than the 
most nauseating tincture or painfid operation: one ounce a 
visit was the fixed charge; the simplest dose cost one dol- 
lar, and anything of a compound nature a quarter of an 
ounce. Yet, notwithstanding these rates, some got so 
nervous in their ailments, and anticipated such golden 
harvests throughout the coming year, that they paid them 
without a murmur. 

As one might as well be outside as under a tent where 
everything was dripping with damp, our mess, which was 
enlarged by the admission of two gentlemen, who, from the 
first, were camped close beside ^js, resolved that we would 
employ ourselves in hollowing out a canoe; for having de- 
termined to cross the river at the earliest opportunity, we 
were anxious to have some more safe and expeditious mode 
of navigation than rafting. We accordingly selected a noble 
fir-tree, out of which we got a superb log, thirty feet long 
and fifty-four inches in girth, almost free from bark. On 
this we set to work in rough-shaping our craft, imder the 
direction of one of our new associates, a seafaring gentle- 
man of great experience, whose natural cleverness, vivacity,, 
and varied information, rendered him a most cheerful and 
dehghtful companion, more particularly under circum- 
stances where any agreeable social attribute was sure to be 
liberally appreciated. None of us were expert choppers,, 
but the best were placed at the points where the most deli- 
cate strokes were required; and as we kept hacking and 
hewing away in the perpetual drizzle, joking, singing, and 
quickening the circulation, we felt all the better for the 
exercise, in health, appetite, and spirits. 
. In stripping off the bark, I observed it perforated with 
holes larger than those which a musket bullet would make,. 
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spaced with most accurate precision, as if bored under ^e 
guidance of a rule and compass, and many of ihem. filled 
jsidost neatly wi^ aeoms. EarH^ iniihe seasosL I remarked 
such holes in most oi the softer timber, but imagining they 
were caused by wood insects, I did not stop to examine 4X£ 
inquire. Now, however; finding ihem studded with acorns 
.firmly fixed in, which I knew could not have been drh«m 
ithere by the wind, I nought for an explanation, which was 

practically given me by Captain S 's pointing cmt a 

flock of woodpeckers Wosily and tnoisiiy -employed in the 
provident ta^ of securing their winter's pirovisioiis. it 
fqppeoFS that that sagacious bird is not all the lime thrift- 
lessiy engaged in ■''tappiaiig the hollow heedb^ree" for the 
mere idle purpose. <^ aaaking a noise, but spends its sum- 
mer season in pecking those holes, in which it lays an its 
store of food for the wmter, where the elements can neitja^r 
aSesst it nor place it beyond r^Ech; and it is considered a 
sure omen r^t the -period of snow is CKpproadiing when 
those birds commence stowing away tiaeir aooms, vAoisb. 
otherwise might be covered by its fall. I frequently paused 
in my chopping to watch them in my neighbouiihood with 
the aeoms in ^Oc^ bills, half clawing, hadf fiying, round dhe 
tree, and admired the ad^jprtnese wiSi which they tried Ihe 
nut at different holes until they found one of its exact c^ 
bre ; when, inserting the pointed end, Ihey tapped it home 
most artisdeaUy with their beaks, and fiew down Jor aa- 
other. But theirnatural instinct is even more 3*»nark;id)le 
in the choice of the ««Joms, which are invariably sound; 
whereas it is a matter of impossibility, in selecting thesn 
for Toasting, for a person to pick up a batch tibte half of 
wibich are not unfit for nse, ^e most safe and palished- 
looking yery^!e«juentiy centaining a large grub generaited 
within. Ev«n the wily Indian, wi^ aUMs c^caft and«sp^i-' 
eaaase, is unable to arorhre at anything like an unerring seko- 
tion; while, in a large bagful that we took firom the ^ark of 
our log, there was not one containing even the slightest 
germ of decay. The birds never encroach on their store 
until all on the surface are covered, when they resort to 
those in the bark, and peck out their isontents without re- 
moving the shells from, the holes. 

Four days sufficed to finish our craft, about which time 
the weather again improved, a brilliant sim favouring us on 
the day 43f the launch, which was not a very lahoiions alffiur; 
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fer the cai>oe, bdng cleanly scooped out, was as light «8 so 
nmeh bark, and we were lughly delighted to find, on plac- 
ing her in her future element, that; she floatied evenly and 
Intoyaaxtly, and was easily unpelled at a very rapid rate. 
We speact the remainder of tbe day in transporting our 
imspSj provisions, &c. across the river, which was more 
ittazaardous than we had anticipated, as the current wfis 
idarmingly rapid, and om* little back not altogether so much 
to our taste when reeling under a smart cargo. However, 
we got ov«r everything safely heiore dark, and by noon next 
day had our tents erected on^ nioe knoll, in good shelter, 
with wood convenient and a clear brook flowing within 
*Mi yards of us. Another, of uanjch larger dimensiotis, ran 
down the same «lope, where we eommenced our opeva- 
tiotm, but ft was poor in its deposits. It was not con- 
sidered strange, as it rose to the westwaid. AD 1^ oM 
hands inswt that no creeks or strewns are worth working 
save those Ihat flow either to the north or south; many ex- 
peiri^ieed Georgiiui and Wisconsin miners a€&rming that 
isiich is the case in the mines they were in the habit of 
working, where all the riiph strata lie north and south, 
or nearly so. This natural arrangement, if it be a fact, 
rae^ have be^n influenced by the same laws tiuit regulate 
tiie vast chains of mountains all over the continent, which 
tmtformly trend in those directions, and may have produced 
ssmilar results in the ^eater and deeper seams of gold 
idiieh I am satisfied «MSt in California; but tiiat it could 
affect the disintegrated partides which are abandoned to 
4he eaprioe of the mountain thaws, and force them into 
parallel currents, is a doctrine too large for my belief, even 
though affirmed on authority. 

We began our drains and excavations an. an ostentatious 
scale <wi this impropitious site, intending it to serve as a 
•eofser, should we find a better (of which I had got a toler- 
able inkling when last over), as we were well aware that 
«very Smiday we would be visited by our old neighbours, 
as much from feelings of friendship, perhaps, as to find out 
if we bad discovered a more promising place than their 
own, when they would not fail to give us the charms of 
their society; for no mess can shift qimrters, either by 
stealth or otherwise, that ^ey tcre not thus visited or 
traced. If they remove secretly, the moment they are 
laisBed a party of the men most gifted in that species of 
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chase is chosen to follow their trail, who pack provisions 
and other necessaries, setting about the task in a most de- 
liberate manner, and are rarely if ever foiled; in fact, never 
returning imtil they run down their prey, ascertaining the 
motives of their change, and the results of the movement. 
I met many of those parties in my rambles, and was oiteo. 
highly amused, where from the nature of the ground the 
trail would be imperceptible, to see them take a cast like 
hounds at fault, prying around in a stooped attitude, as if 
bringing in the aid of the olfactory nerves, imtil one gave 
tongue, when they all would hark in, and run it breast high 
again. 

Our plan, however, blinked them for a good while, dur- 
ing which we every day went to work at our rich gulch, 
about a mile distant, working very profitably too; and when 
any of them came over to test our location by washing a 
few panfuls out of that at our door, they not only gave up 
any idea of joining us, but expressed their astonishment 
that we should be so misspending our time as to persevere 
in working there. In a short time, however, the "cat got 
out of the bag," as it was but too evident that our home 
mines remained in statu quo; so that it was supposed, frt>m 
the ingenious device, we had found out a regular gold 
quarry. Then commenced the preparations for the hunt, 
a hurried digging out of canoes, as they could not expect 
ours (freely given for visiting intercourse) to aid in bringing 
to light our little mint; but, once started, the sport did n<^ 
last long:- the hounds were so numerous, and the cover so 
small, that they soon brought the game to view. Within 
two days afterwards, the entire course of the gulch was one 
continuous file of men, picking and rocking away, convert- 
ing our secluded, silent, golden retreat into a profane and 
tumultuous thoroughfare. So long as we were uninter- 
rupted, we generally washed out from fifteen to eighteen 
ounces a-day, confining our operations entirely to the bed 
and edges of the stream. The gold was of the purest qua- 
lity, for the most part in nice sized particles; those of a 
larger size were always streaked with quartz veins, whichr 
in the hands of jewellers (as I afterwards saw them in 
Francisco), could be shaped and pohshed into handsome 
rings, brooches, and ladies' ornaments. This, it must be 
admitted, was a very good yield, when it is taken into 
consideration that, from the coldness of the moming» 
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and evenings, we could not commence washing before ten 
o'clock, and were obliged to give over at two, or a little 
later. 

Our new neighbours came across and returned in their 
canoes every morning and evening, and widened the har- 
▼est-field by excavating the banks, most generally with 
complete success. But, the weather taking a dry and 
frosty turn for a few days, the slender stream was com- 
pletely intercepted, and, as a matter of necessity, the whole 
character of our proceedings changed into dry-digging 
operations; and not improfitably ei&er, for, both in the 
deep crevices and imbedded in the rock, we found the 
metal in greater quantity and much larger particles. As 
at Salt Creek, it was quite in the heart of the rock, where 
it must have remained since the original formation, as the 
rock was sound to the core, and free on the surface from 
the slightest flaw or fissure through which the gold, even 
in a molten state, could have penetrated; the metal fitting 
its bed with the accuracy of the nicest specimen of inlay- 
ing, but in no instance showing that affinity for the rock 
which it exhibits with regard to quartz. These facts con- 
vince me, as I hlave before observed, that the surface- 
scratchings, although their aggregate amount is enormous, 
are still but as the shedding of the grain; and while 
leaving me a sceptic as to its origin and mode of distribu- 
tion, confirm me in the belief that the great mineral, wealth 
of California is seated deep in ^e bowels of the earth, and 
is only to be developed by associated companies possessed 
of large capital, who can afford to sink deep shafts and 
apply mechanical contrivances for removing the improfit- 
able soil and keeping under the subterranean drainage. 

I often inquired in my rambles, and eagerly sought for, 
some zealous member of the British Association, or equally 
learned savant, to enlighten me on the subject of this geo- 
logical puzzle, but never was fortunate enough to come 
across one. If any of such a class ever came out to dive 
into and lay bare the bosom of Nature, cupidity must 
have vanquished their yearnings for immortality, and trans- 
formed the divine philosopher into the mundane mammon- 
hunter. 

The weather now imderwent a decided winter change ; 
tremendous showers of sleet and frequent heavy falls of dry 
snow occurred, which precluded the possiMUtjLAf wori* 
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and eesSxteii our oppe^te neighbours to -tiiezr anna qum^ 
texs. Bat I must do them the justiee to say, that ^aej 
improved their opportunity most industriously, as, to all 
appearanees,^ they swept the guleh cl^urof i^ rieh. eeartents, 
coBStrainii^ us to cast ahout in order to find another hr 
voTBPed one,, to keep us employed until: we could malBe up- 
a party to go basdc into the iiiteric»r, to ihs^ creek we die^ 
corered when exploring; We naet many rivulets widi 
promising indficatioDS, bat none that wookL heflarcompasi- 
son wirfifc the other. Howev^, befoTe making a* selection of 
that whieh we shovM work, one dsay, as symptoms ofi m- 
taming fine weather begajs to SMjaifeat ^SKximt^yeSy a soft 
radn soeoeeeUng the sleet, and the aiow meking^ from off 
the slopes and hill-sid^ a member of our me^ impelled 
by such conmiendable feelings as would pronE^ oms to 
visit an oldi Mend w^o oncei^on a tkae had^raoiieired him 
a sabstantia^ service^ before leavmg hi» nei^y^ouzhoed^ 
took a stirdHk over to tise labourite gcddi ixn see how it was 
afleeted by the weather. To his extcen^ scEvprise and de- 
light, he saw^ t^xrongh its (^ear wa/ters the bed speekk^ 
airesh' with golden deposits^ upon whieh he haoteoied back 
wi^ t^e pleasant tidings; The day but one aften tlur 
wa^er had so to subsided sb to allow of o«r working^at c»v 
old bauoat, witibi folly our' originai success, the new treasme 
having beeo washed down fi-om the surroundii^ hi& by 
^e meltkxg of the snow; but the folk over tibs way,, in 
coming back for some of theii inq[)temeiitSv were also made 
arware of this^ rather marvellows state of thongs, and agmm 
commenced their diurnal ineiorsioasv until the premises 
were a second time cleared ont. 

We now began to arwHige d^nitely fear sending^ a de- 
tachmeivt, in eon^unetion with othersv back to the maiden 
creek, clmstcoied, ^m its richness, '* Gold Creek:" as en- 
tire trans^r of our camp^equipage^ provisions^ ^c. wonid, 
&om the soft state of t^ ground, be dearly impowlde, 
even if we had animals. Things were soon invtz«an, andra 
party of fifteen set out on a sadly unpropkious mormng; 
witil cold sket driving in oibt teeth; but we wesit at it 
head to wind, carrying innmense packs. Three of our mess 
were amongst the party. The march was a very harassmg 
one, occupying two days; and, to add to our chagrin and 
disappointment, the waters of the creek were S9'^^ that 
^1 the banks and bars were flooded beyondJsbe^TOSsibility 
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of working tbeni». Ibimng tke &eld) of a«r kbonxaN cmtSxiedi 
ta tiie little steep gu^hmrmmki^ mij^ it. Ngquo at these* 
wer&whait might 1»e tarmed ridi in comparisoa^ ^^e wsatr 
tibor, moreover, eontmned s& eold andx iiLoIieiuent tiiat i^fife 
eeuid Bot get moise tdien two hours out of an^ da^ &m 
woi^; and e^n Hiose, such as mme but gold^digges»wouldt. 
G«e to turn oxet inv As- i£ to crown, our suffevings aend 
aaxietijes, we were visited by the Indians^ &*st in: a fiisfldlTf 
gmse ; but they soon comrinced us they had other desi^s 
in view, as our as^^kosves, aiid other articleSy becasoe aisk 
piciously scarce. 

IBty a little vigilauee twa of Ute dieMnquenta were caiught 
**'m Jkvgrartte dditsto;'^ and with » view of ciieebing oir 
a^Boiiflhiiig tdie thiefb^ wer seized! and ti>ed them wj^ gi^^^ing 
them a right good hiding,, under which, they howtedt m«st 
lustily^ One wMt tiian Bberated, to- whom we! made kn»^m. 
\ff aigisB Idas^ the oih&c would b^ dsetaiaied, and ftog^A eii^ 
day^iHitil thevariovis stolen articles wnre restored, aend thalv 
u^iess^ tibis were* done within " two swasr ' we wouid shoot 
him* The^ llberated.ecawiifftreituixied ral^^r mcHB promptly 
tiMKL. we expected; l^rt instead of l^ng a beaanr ot thee 
missing goods,- he was> aecompaikied by a koge band: of 
sintages, all armed, with bows and arrows, wfao^ by liteir 
Bienaeing gestuce^ and loud talk,, indicariic^ liiat tivey e«ne 
wiith' Hie intenlaon Qt releasing the captbe, and avenging 
his and Ms coi»p8ia»m.'» injuoea. As they seemed resdhied 
on coming to close q^aastersy when we wouM.not hav«^ tise 
siandow of a« ehanee against tivemv we tnted^ a^ discharge^ of 
buek-shot agadnst their shins, wioich pEodutied^ a »dtatory 
8sd; highly saluAaery e£Esct, precisely suck as^ we desicsd) fov 
they retired in doubleK][uiek time, disehai^gisag obMqusely in 
titeir retreat a flight of arrows, none of which took e£^ct; 
bat as we did n^t ibllowup thie ire, liaiey took courage, amd 
halted on a rise about five hundlfed yards o€, iBssm whftch 
they kept yelling^ aj;^ gestiondatii^ at a &irio«9 rate. The 
prisoner, when he saw them retiring without eflfecting: has 
li^beration, set up such am iiniemal howlmg that we were 
OB^y too glad to liberate him^ gi^ir^ him asort of posterapt 
tliflrt contained the pith and essence of our ifeehngs. 

Well acquainted with thar revengeful di48po8ition, we 
l^wed an extra guard that night, who could plainly observe 
the dusky forms* of omr enemies prowling around in the 
gtoomy shadows of the contiguotK trees; b^fe^Jif Jb^yjiftw 
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we were on the alert, they did not trouble us. From this 
we foresaw there would be an absolute necessity for a con- 
stant nightly watch; and, as this was most harassing to 
men faring badly, with insufficient clothing, with our pro- 
visions, too, nearly exhausted, the weather inclement, and 
the gold not over-abundant, together with sundry other 
persuasive reasons, we commenced our retreat — I should, 
perhaps, say, our return to our camp at head-quarters — on 
the following day. The trail was so aiffected by the con- 
stant wet weather, that it was far advanced in the second 
night before we reached our destination. 

Two mornings after our return. Captain S ^r went to 

the door of his tent, from which there was a good view 
across the river to the mouth of Rock Creek, where a fine 
old gentleman named Colville, together with his son, a 
most promising young man, and a respectable Swede 
named Mansfeldt, had been camped by themselves about a 
mile from the main settlement. He immediately remarked 
that their tent was not observable as heretofore, althou^ 
. there was light in it late the previous night. He called us 
all to look; but no one could discover any trace of it, nor 
could we frame a conjecture as to the cause of its sudden 
disappearance. Feeling sad misgivings, and having a high 
esteem for the party, three of us paddled over, and on 
coming to the site of the tent saw that it had assuredly 
been removed in haste. Some slight marks of blood were 
apparent; but the rain had so effaced them that it was 
difficult to determine whether they were really such, and 
the space immediately around was in such a puddle that it 
retained no marks of any sort. However, on extending 
the sphere of our search, we found at a little distance the 
iron portion of a pick, with blood on its point, and light 
hair the colour of the Swede's, while farther on there was 
something resembling clotted brains, together with many 
Indian footprints, amongst which was one of immense 
magnitude. 

It was now clear that a foul and bloody deed had been 
perpetrated, so we made an active and anxious search, 
tracing down the footmarks to the river's edge, where it 
was evident they had crossed; and a little below, to our 
great horror and dismay, we discovered the leg of a corpse 
sticking out of the water in a bimch of willows, which, on 
being taken out, proved to be that of yomig Colville, most 
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shockingly mutilated; the head battered to a mummy, seven 
large kmfe wounds on the back, and two in the abdomen. 
There was not any trace of the others, but we conjectured 
that all must have been thrown into the river aipter the 
massacre, and that some eddy had brought the one body 
to the shore. We immediately assembled the people in 
the encampment, to hold a sort of general inquest into all 
the circmnstances and appearances connected with the de- 
plorable affair, at which but one opinion prevailed as to 
who were the perpetrators of the slaughter. A rude coffin 
was next made, and the remains were interred ; and a con- 
sultation was then held as to what course should be pursued 
with regard to the Indians, who, from the footprints on the 
side where the body was found, and those on the opposite 
shore, most assuredly came from the eastern side of the 
river; instigated, we concurred in thinking, by feelings of 
revenge for our late chastisement of them, and the shooting 
of those who attacked the party of exploration. 

It was unanimously agreed that a party should be en- 
rolled forthwith to proceed to their village, and, by inflict- 
ing summary punishment, teach them a lesson that would 
deter them from again attempting a deed of such bloody 
treachery. Fifty-two gave their names fbr muster and 
march next morning, but only twenty-seven came to roll- 
call, alleging as their excuse the state of the day, which 
was certainly awM. As, however, the prompt retribution 
would enhance the effect of our vengeance, we set out, 
nothing daunted either by the fierceness of the weather 
or the defalcation in our forces. We arranged our packs 
on as Hght a scale as we could safely or prudently venture 
with, taking only a single blanket each, and fom' days' 
provisions, scant measure, in order that our movements 
might be as little hampered as possible with encumbrances. 

By great exertions we reached within about a mile of 
their village the night of the second day, which was pierc- 
ingly cold; but rather than forewarn them of our proximity, 
it was agreed to forego the comfort and advantages of a 
fire, and we supped, and also breakfasted next morning, 
on bread, water, and raw bacon. We thus managed a little 
after sunrise, to get within view of the enemy's quarters, 
which, as I before partly described them, were on an elbow 
of land formed by a bend of the creek, which was now so 
swollen and rapid as to leave them yer}^ pi;^ax.^ha©ce§.of 

H 
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iretreat, and rendered a stabbom fight inetitable. Tberr 
men, as we calculated fi^m the number of huts, must have 
been close upon two hundred : a very large disproportion 
to our 'small band. What rendered our position more 
serious was the fact that, if at any juncture in the affair 
we slackened, paused, or e^thibited the slightest S3rmptom 
of weakness or repulse, our doom would be seized; for, 
hemmed in as they were, they would certainly rush in and 
overwhelm us; but we one and all agreed that our mission 
must be accomplished, as ftir as in us lay> even shoxQd oiir 
annihilation be the consequence. 

We were observed before we came within rifle range, and 
a wild whoop simultaneously emptied the wigwams of all 
their male inhabitants, who, with their bows in their hands, 
were hurriedly slinging on their quivers. We could hear 
a humming noise of earnest conversation, as if they were 
consulting with each other how to act; and ihey often 
anxiously pointed'to the huts, as if in doubt what course to 
adopt with regard to their squaws and children, whose only 
mode of escape would be across the creek, wHem Hie flood 
at the time would have tested Hie powers of Hie best 
swimmer. In the centre of the horde was disdOTnible a 
savage of overtopping stature, whom we set down as the 
one who had left the large footmarks at the se^ie oi the 
murder. We continued to advance slowly but steadily, 
under a blinding sleet shower ; and as we i*ftised our arms at 
the word " Ready! " they discharged a foil fli^lt of arrows, 
which, however, either fell short or reached us so languidly 
Ihat they were easily dodged, as indeed, most of them can 
be, if well watched, at a distance of sixty or seventy yards. 
Immediately after the discharge, the big Indian rushed to 
the front, changing lihe bow into the left hand, and bran- 
dicing a tomahawk in the other, as if to head a chaise ; but 
a discharge of nine rifles, with deadly effect, che<^d Hiem 
as they were in the act of bounding to his call.* We still 
continued closing and reloading, and were met with a 
second discharge of arrows; the big Indian and a large 
group following their flight, bent upon coming to close 

• Our arrangement was to fire by sections of nine, thus making three 
of thewhole. Th^& were two double^shot guns assigned to each 8eotion» 
and unless under necessitous constsraint a second section was not to fire 
until the first reloaded: the third never; and our ammunition was made 
into cartridges for despatch, - « - y c*) — 
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quarters, and approaching with hdlish yells within short 
pistol-rajige; when they received a volley of balls and buck- 
shot from the other ^ghteen guns, which stunned and 
staggered them, and turned their advance. Once checked, 
the flight became general and tumultuous, all rushing back 
aoixongst th^B wigwams, and many plungmg into the stream, 
followed by women holding little children in their arms, 
who were soon swallowed in its curling eddies. We fired 
a few more shots into their bark tenements, and from the 
howls that foEowed, I should say with fatal results; but 
denning that our meiftsure of retaribution was amply filled, 
we ceased firing, and retired in a cool deliberate manner, 
after having counted twenty-three bodies on the ground. 

It was only then it became generally known that two of 
our men, William Freeman and Thomas Coyle, had heim 
woimded: the former in the arm through the bic^s, the 
other in the thigh a Httle below the groin. There was an 
wptexy severed in Freeman's case, and the bleeding was so 
profuse a& to produce syncope, notwithstanding all our 
efforts to stanch it, even wi^ the aid of a tourniquet; 
leaving us in an anxious state of suspense as to whether 
we would be able to get him alive to iiie settlement, where 
surgical aid, such as it was, could be obtained. Indeed, it 
was a great oversight in the expedition to have set out 
without a surgeon, when there was every reason to antici- 
pate the want of his services; there being, too, so Hberal a 
sprinkling of that profession in our community. 

We constructed a sleigh of stout branches and brush, on 
which we placed Freeman, and every man gave up his 
blanket to make him as comfortable as possible. We made 
traces and breast-straps of vine* tendrils, by means of which 
six at a time attached themselves to the rude vehicle. It 
was a most fatiguing imdertaking, and sl6w almost to total 
discomragement, while the sleet fell and the storm raged 
without mercy. Never shall I forget the wretched night 
we passed: without any fire, and all oiu: covering around 
the poor sufferer; witliout the slightest shelter either, as 
the heavy dripping from the trees drove us for choice into 
the open space, with uncooked food and short commons for 
our fare. The pipe aifd cigar, which were ignited with 
difficulty, seemed to afford the only resource or comfort, 
and, for the first time in my life, I made an abortive at- 
tempt to smoke. The raw, penetrating sleet all but stopped 
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the circulation as we stood knee-deep in the mud, huddled 
around the sleigh, endeavouring to concentrate a glow of 
animal heat around the wounded man. Long before the 
approach of day we became so woefully benumbed that our 
condition was no longer endurable; so* we determined on 
getting into motion, taking our chance of the trail, in order, 
by exertion and exercise, to counteract the paralysing ef- 
fects of the cold. Three of the most active amongst us 
went forward to the camp for help and provisions, and sent 
out a relief corps, who found us halted, early in the day, 
from sheer inability to drag the sleigh any farther, in con- 
sequence of our exhaustion, arising principally from want 
of food and clothing. We were enabled to light a fire this 
evening, the rain and sleet having ceased; and were also 
cheered with warm coffee, or brandy for those who pre- 
ferred it, which revived poor Freeman, who was at a very 
low ebb; but he did not survive many days after he reached 
home, mortification having set in, and soon put an end to 
his sufferings. Coyle, too, who foolishly persisted in taking 
part in the sleigh-drawing, found his wound inflamed vio- 
lently, and, a bad fever setting in at the time, he was 
carried off: so that, after all, our victory was rather dearly 
earned. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Change back our Quarters amongst the Crowd— Excitement caused by the Be> 
graters— State of the Food llarket — Arrival of a Wliale-boat with Provisions— 
I>ecline of Prices— Sickness on the Increase— Its Cause and Character— Doctors 
abundant — Simplicity of thdr Laboratories— Obstinacy of Ailments— Novd De- 
putation—Banishment of the Quacks— Simple and gratuitous Remedies are sue- 
cessftil- December Weather — Christmas-day and its Reminiscences- Christmas 
Fare— Division of Labour— Chxistmas Morning— Observance of the Day in the 
Middle Creek Diggings — Devotional Feelings— Our Dinner-table— Get a Present 
of a fine Dog — Evening Assembly— Arrangements for the Future— Start again for 
Gold Creek— Richness of the Diggings there— Change of Weather — Indian Attack 
— Provisions run low— Conthiued bad Weather— Indian Tradition about the 

* Weather — A Party start for Head-quarters— Stopped by the unusual Height of 
the Sacramento — Without Food or Night Covering— Torturing Reflections- 
Dreadful Sufferings— Day-dreams of Home, Friends, and Happiness— Fangs of 
Despair — Revolting Proposition — My tearful Assent— Wonderful Instinct of the 
poor Dog— State of my Feelings— His melancholy Fate— Flood Subsides— Wea- 
ther improves — Our Release— Return of the Remainder. 

The day after we got Freeman to his quarters, we recrossed 
the river witli our camp equipage to join the crowd, as we 
felt we could not retire to repose with any sense of security 
in open war with the savage tribes, our number being so 
small and our position so isolated; while we derived no 
peculiar advantage from being camped on the east side of 
the river, in a perpetual state of apprehension, when, like 
the other miners, we could cross over to work, and return 
again every evening. On our arrival at the main camp, or 
city, as some jocularly called it, we found the inhabitants 
in a great state of excitement, which threatened to termi- 
nate in a violent commotion, owing to the avaricious and 
unconscionable conduct of the few parties who kept stores, 
in those diggings, and who, taking advantage of the state 
of the roads and rivers, which precluded the possibility of 
fresh supplies coming forward for a length of time as tiiey 
conceived, as if with one accord (acting, as I believe, in con- 
cert), raised flour from fifty cents per pound Jp^ono^ ^QlJ&r 
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fifty cents; pork, from forty cents to one dollar twenty-five 
cents; beans, cofiee, sugar, mackerel, and all other indis- 
pensable necessaries in the same proportion; together with 
boots, which were in great demand, for which they charged 
two ounces for the commonest pegged manufactiu'e. Had 
the advance been gradual, and kept pace with a diminishing 
stock, it would have been patiently borne with; but the 
sudden and unreasonable rise was so transparent a piece 
of extortion, that it created a feeling which it required all 
the remonstrances and dissuasions of the cooler heads to 
allay; while, curiously enough, about a fortnight afterwards, 
the same violent parties bore without a murmur a further 
advance of just one hundred per cent., raising flour to the 
famine ratie of two d<:dlaffs fifty cents per pound : a state of 
prices that not only absorbed all the daily earnings, but 
trenched deeply on the reserve-fund of the miners. How- 
ever, they were unexpectedly relieved from this rumous 
tariff by the arrival of a whale-boat laden with' pro^dsions. 
She worked up to within a mile of the settlement, which 
was eighty miles higher up the stream than any craft had 
before penetrated. Prices now fell to one dollar for flour, 
all other articles participating in the decline, not so much 
from the addition to the stock brought in the boat, as from 
the fear that other similar cargoes would be constantly 
coming forward; and although none did actually arrive, 
prices continued at the same reasonable level imtil a change 
of weather rendered the waggon-track practicable for light 
loads, when more than sufficient for six months' consump- 
tion came to hand, reducing prices fully fifty per cent, 
lower, at which standard they remained while I continued 
in the diggings. 

We found that sickness prevailed to an alarming extent, 
particularly land scurvy, owing to the constant use of salt 
and greasy provisions without vegetables. In many in- 
stances it assumed a fearfully loathsome shape, swelling 
the limbs to an enormous size, changing the skin to a deep 
purple hue, contracting the muscles and main tendons of 
the legs and arms, so that those members were rigid and 
useless ; enlarging the gums immensely, and imparting to 
tiiem a gangrenous appearance, not only disgusting to look 
a*, but highly offensive in smell. There were also rheu- 
matism simple and acute, sciatica, fever and ague, and 
several cases of pulmonary ailments, which generally 
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ended fat^y: all Qwiug^I suppose, to the severity of the 
season, aud espeaially to sleeping in damp clothes on the 
cold wet ground. 

But if sickness was rife, doctors were abundant: that is, 
a class of men who eschewed digging, and roamed about, 
carrying aptur of saddle-bags; that. on one side containing 
a select assortment of cuUery adapted either for trade or 
surgical uses, the other stored wiUi a " beggarly array" of 
little boxes and glass phials, not stuffed with any perplex- 
ing variety of drugs> their contents being almost invariably 
confined to calomel,. castor^oil, and blue mass, which were 
administered in every ailment, skilfully alternated, and 
judiciously prescribed with regard to the hours of repeti- 
tion ; as to which the " physicians" were stem and empha- 
tic in their injunctioaas. I regret, however, to say, that 
neither the professional skill of this erudite fraternity, nor 
the virtue of their prescriptions, inspired their patients with 
ei#ier confidence or satisfaction; for it came to be remarked 
by comparison, that Nature was more successful than Art^ 
and a series of scientific misfortunes having occurred close 
on the heels of each other, an impromptu de^utAtion of the 
real democratic order was formed, and proceeded on a 
round of visits to those .disciples of Galen, to indulge their 
curiosity i» inspecting ;their diplomas. These invaluable 
documents, they said, they could not think of exposing to 
the vicissitudes of travel, and had left them for security in 
the States, whither the deputation politely directed the«PL 
to return for them fortibwi^. In simple fact, tliis host of 
impostors and empudes were a lot of fellows too laay to 
work; and, from the high scale of medical remunerataoi^ 
deeming it the easiest and most lucrative mode of employ- 
ing their time, they, with the veBsatility characteristic of 
the American nation, where it is an every-day occurrence 
to see the blacksmith of yesterday transmuted on the mor- 
row into the pjrofeasor of some polite school of science or 
literature, adopted the medical profession, '' making the 
food they fed on," as tiaey advanced in their practice, imtil, 
as in the Middle Creek diggings, things came to a crisis, 
and they were summarily expelled. On their disappear- 
ance, an old mountaineer stepped into the gap, whose 
simple remedies, administered without fee or reward, 
brought about very beneficial and salutary results: liis 
doctrine being a regimen devoid as much as possible of 
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salt, grease, or sugar, and moderate in quantity. He in- 
terdicted the use of tea and coffee, allowing in their stead 
a decoction of sassafras and the leaves of the spruce, or (as 
it is there called) the hemlock-tree, which made very pala- 
table substitutes, and proved their sanitary efficacy in scurvy 
in every instance where they were regularly used. 

It was on the 21st of December we recrossed the river, 
favoured with a fine day for our task. The weather in its 
change seemed as if it had taken a deliberate turn, not a 
rapid transition, as on former occasions ; a genial mildness 
pervaded the shade as well as the sunshine, which was not 
of that glary character so little to be relied on, but of a 
mellow ruddy hue, producing comfort without inconveni- 
ence, and tempering the air with a salubrious mildness, so 
that even the most enfeebled invalid could not complain 
that the winds of heaven "visited him too roughly." The 
grass and herbage began to sprout and peer up from the 
soil under its vegetative influence; and by Christnsas 
morning this state of the atmosphere appeared so com- 
pletely confirmed and established, that we all gave way to 
the hope that the unusually early winter had passed away, 
to give place to an equally early spring. 

I was truly delighted to find that the miners, without an 
exception, had come to the resolution of observing the 
great Christian festival which was now close at hand, if 
not with a devotional reverence, at least by an abstinence 
from all labour on that day, which, from earliest childhood 
at home, we are taught to look forward to with a rapturous 
eagerness, and hail with a pious pleasure — a pure, tranquil 
delight; that day so fraught witli family hospitality, when 
benignity and brotherly love, so truly emblematic of it, 
pervade every breast; when feuds, jealousies, and misun- 
derstandings fade and vanish before the sublimating spirit 
of kindliness and sanctification; that holy occasion, com- 
memorative of the divine mission to earth, undertaken to 
establish unity of worship, and promote, by glorious ex- 
ample, " peace and good-will amongst men." 

Our joint mess, in accordance with the custom in the 
Old Country, had agreed upon the additional festive rule, 
so generally in vogue there, of amending and enlarging 
our bill of fare to the full limits that om' circumscribed 
markets would admit of. With this view, we secured a loin 
of grizzly bear meat, some six scattered bottles of wine. 
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and two pounds of raisins, which, together with the con- 
tents of our own larder and cellar, ftimished us such a 
dinner as dwellers in the mountains are rarely enahled to 
enjoy. Each member of the mess undertook that portion 
of the preparations he was best prepared to deal with; one 
agreeing to bake, another to roast the venison, another to 
boil the bacon; one gentleman taking in charge the manu- 
facture of short-bread and sweet-bread, a second choosing for 
his department the pies, made from preserved apples; but 

Captain S ^r's was the chef-d'oBuvre of the feast, being 

a plum-pudding made in ship-fashion, not to be excelled in 
composition, and which he launched into a liquid so truly 
exquisite and congenial as to leave one in doubt whether 
to prefer the pudding or the sauce. The part assigned me 
was to rig out a table, and get the Sheffield ware in order- 
I managed my task admirably by means of the front and 
end boards of the waggon, making legs of willow sticks, 
that creaked and bent, not being far enough advanced in 
years to " groan" under the superincumbent profusion. A 
purified waggon-sheet served the purposes of a table-cloth ; ~ 
and, if the cutlery did not all match, it was matchless in 
its peculiar variety, a sufficiency being secured by supply 
ing the carvers with bowie-knives and short swords, in lieu 
of the more legitimate instrument. 

Christmas morning was ushered in by a glorious sun, 
clear and lovely as a dawn in May, imdisturbed by servile 
sounds or noises. A calm air of delicious repose and hea 
venly tranquillity pervaded hill, dell, and dwelling, every one 
seeming to merge his mission in the memory of the rege- 
nerating era; the miners donned their holiday costume, in- 
terchanging visits before unusual, and divesting themselves 
of that turbulent demeanour in which it seemed their study 
to excel; every tent was prepared with some,little hospita- 
ble welcome, manufactured specially, and every estrange- 
ment was forgotten and forgiven. In fact, eveiything was 
in pleasing keeping with the occasion; and the soothed soul, 
soaring above all worldly cares and vanities, bathed in an 
exquisite devotional feeling, revelled in those pious im- 
pulses which, how deeply soever buried, have a place in the 
bosom of every Christian. I knew some on that day, who 
led lives of indiflPerence and impiety, and had long been 
strangers to the duties of their creed, to sigh and pine for 
religious consolations which they despised and neglected 



122 A STBOIX THBOUOH THB 

wh^n. quite witbiu their re^ob, aad r^tive into aeclusion, to 
commune with their Creator in a spirit of devout ^inoeiity 
before those sublime and eternal altaars, the might^y mQ)m<' 
tains, which in themselves inculcated silent .homilies of 
reverence and awe, and as impressive sermoi^s on the om- 
nipotence of God as ever issued from the carved and cu^- 
ioned pulpit. Oh! if all Christians who repine at their 
destinies, cavil at the dispensations of Providence, imd 
trample on the divine injunctions of the Decalogue, were 
more frequently to contrast the life of self-deniaj, the per- 
petual mortifications, the cruel tortures, the bitter passion 
and death of the Divine Being who assumed humaixity on 
that day to vanquish death, and open up a path to paradise 
for repentant sinners, witlx their own trivial and imc^ina]^ 
grievances, how many more penitential mourners would 
. there not be, seeking to hide and forget them under re- 
morse and contrition, in^)loring their Creator for tl^ 
''peace of mind which passeth all imderstandingl" 

Our dinner-table was quite a spectacle in its way in the dig- 
gings, with its studied carving arrangements, its bear-m^Etti 
venispn, and bacon, its apple-pies pleasingly distributed, 
its Gothic columns of plain and fancy breads, interspersed 
at becoming intervals, and its "Cardigans" flanking the 
whole gastronomical array; the plum-pudding aloiie being 
reserved for a second course, from motive&ofei^peditiQn and 
economy, as waiters wei^ only to be had by express oirder 
from the cities. We had two guests, natives. of the ^'Ould 
Country," settlors in Oregon, who weite about to ireiion 
home, as gold mines, it was said, had be^p^ diseovei^ed Oft 
Eogue's Biver, which runs through their own termloif^ 
One Qf them brought me, as a present, a. noble dog, su^ 
as J had often desired to possess* as the vigilance of a good 
watch-dog about. a tent at night supersedes the trynig ne^ 
cessity of keeping guard. I had at first soapae difficulty in 
retaining him; but by coaxing and kindness I coneiUated 
him at lengtJi, and converted him into a m»&t faithful and 
affectionate companion. 

After a most cheerftil and agreeable vomit we went ani 
joined a full coi^egfttion of all the oieighbouflfs, smoking, 
not with perspiration* but with their pipes; seated on the 
felled firewood logs, enjoying the glorious. afternoon, and 
chatting over times past, present, and to cpmeu Before lie 
separate it was arranged that one large ipairty should go to 
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OoM €reek, the stream of the battle-^eld, and another to 
Trinity Kiver, about forty m^iles to the northward, dis- 
charging into the Pacific Ocean, from which (jaarter some 
golden news had lately found it Wfey. Both of these par- 
ties, having completed their preparations by the evening 
O^f St. Stephen's (the next) day, took their departure on the 
inoming of the S7th. I was of the Gold Creek division, 
and being by this time so intimate with the trail, we made 
a quick march 6f it, though carrying packs to the full ex- 
tent of our physical ability; but we were doomed to have 
our anticipative calculations concerning the season disagree- 
ably confouiided by the premonitory symptoms of an ap- 
proaching change, which arrived, without much threatening, 
in a decided and angry mood. We erected rather com- 
fortable quarters, having taken tents along with us, and 
went to work the morning after our arrival, tinder heavy 
^eet and rain, being desirous to get what we could from the 
i^reek (which had fallen low in the good weather) before it 
rbse again. There was sufficient time to obtain full con- 
firrnation of our very extr^agant expectations as to its 
richness, but Uh^ gold Was in excessively fine particles, as 
we could not then penetrate to where we expected to find 
it of greater size. Howevei*, under all the disadvantages 
of w^eather. Water, And short days, we took out a quaiitity 
^at averaged thiree ounces to the man per day ; but the 
creek soon rose so high that we were, to use a sailor's 
phrase, obliged to "rest on our oars." 

Up to this period we were unmolested by tlie Indians, 
owing, as we all ascribed it, io the presence of my fine 
dog; but our mutual gratulations on that score ended a 
few nights afterwards, on our all being aroused from our 
lairs by his violent barking; and the moment we lit our 
lamps to get the arms, which, from desuetude and damp, 
were not much to be relied on, a shower of arrows came 
through the canvass, wounding nine individuals slightly, 
and five morfe rather seriously. However, we got rid of 
our assailants without much trouble ; for, after a random 
discharge from the few guns that could be got to explode, 
we heard or felt no more of the savages for that night. 
Although unable to work, we hung on in expectation of 
Outwaiting the bad weather, until our pi*ovisions began to 
grow scanty, Mid the incessant r^n submerged all the low 
lands, driving us up to rising ground at a disttfcnc© from the 
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creek. At length, as there was no indication of improve- 
ment in the weather, and the new moon, according to the 
Indian tradition, was unpropitiously seated,* three of us 
set out for head-quarters, to procure animals, if possible, 
to carry home four of the wounded men, who were yet in 
a crippled state, as, from experience of the job in poor 
Freeman's case, we knew the impossibility of doing so of 
ourselves, from the slushy state of the ground, and the 
swollen state of the brooks and streams, which also made 
it a very doubtful experiment with the animals; for, even 
travelling without any packs, with only the materials for 
one meal, and our rifles, it gave us quite enough to do to 
pull through. 

By a very early start we calculated on reaching the river 
in one day, and did accomplish it a few hours after sunset, 
accompanied all the way by a deluge of rain. We brought 
the men on the opposite bank to hail by discharging our 
rifles, but they declined attempting the ferry until morning; 
so we had no shift but sit down supperless in the teeming 
torrents. When morning came, we found that the river 
had risen far beyond any of its former limits, and was still 
rising and roaring with terrific import, the clouds sending 
down their liquid contents in actual streams. This gave 
rise to a feeling of nervousness at the idea of crossing in a 
crank little canoe; but men supperless overnight, shaking 
in soaked clothes, and with extra stowage for breakfast, 
were satisfied to risk a little in getting to comfortable quar- 
ters. However, we were soon relieved from all anxiety 
about our personal safety by the information that no one 
on the other side would undertake the hazard of ferrying 
us over. 

Placed in this dilemma, there was no resource by which 
we could procure food but by killing a deer; so out we all 
sallied, and after a good deal of tiresome beating, succeeded 
in woimding a large buck, but not so as to deprive him of 
the power of locomotion. The consequence was, he led us 
a chase, in which we easily ti'acked him by his blood, until 

* The Indians, when the new moon, in scallop-shape, is placed level 
on its bottom, as a canoe should sit on the water, look for diy weather 
during its oontinuance, for in such a position a canoe would hold what 
water it might contain ; but when cocked up they anticipate rain* a 
down-pour in proportion as the slant is considerable: a prunitive tra- 
dition, which, though it may suit certain latitudes, is not to be rdied 
on 83 a general Index of meteorological accu^^^y^^ .^ ^ _ — ^ — 
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-from hunger and fatigue we were compelled to desist, and 
struggle back to the river bank — a much longer stretch 
than we had any notion of — where, far from any comfort 
or relief awaiting us, we were met by the surly thunders of 
a swelling torrent, fed by the incessant deluge from above. 
Hunger, now overmastering all other sensations, gnawed 
with torturing importunity, until it produced an actual dis- 
inclination for sustenance, by the morbid anguish it caused 
in the realms of appetite, when lassitude supervened in 
shivering sleep, our slumber not so profound as to render 
us insensible of the pelting storm that pattered unpityingl^r 
over our unsheltered beds. Still, it was after sunrise when 
we awoke from this miserable repose, so completely were 
all the physical energies numbed and prostrated; and 
although the rain had become perceptibly lighter, the 
river was as certainly higher: rushing, roaring, and boiling 
up with a maddened fury that shut out all hopes of our 
crossing that day. 

Famine and starvation now began to conjure up dreadful 
ideas of a wretched death, as from weakness we were inca- 
pable of going in quest of game; and even supposing we 
could retrace our steps to the camp we had left, we knew 
that the slender stock of provisions which remained at om* 
departure would have been entirely consumed, and that the 
probability was that the party there were almost as ill oft' 
for food as ourselves. This conjecture was confirmed in 
the course of the day by the arrival from thence of two 
more of our comrades, to urge the despatch of the supplies, 
as their store had become entirely exhausted. Our gaunt 
and altered appearance amazed and alarmed them; and as 
they had not yet become enervated by long fasting, thej 
left us next morning, to try the chances of 3ie forest, first 
gathering some herbs and cresses, to endeavour to allay 
file pangs with which we were afflicted. The rain ceased 
soon after daybreak, and we spent the day in a state be- 
twixt sleep and stupor, in an agony of suspense as to tha 
success of the hunters; but in tie early afternoon, when we 
saw them coming down the hill-side without any game, we^ 
abandoned all hope, as the passage of the river could not, 
in the nature of things, be practicable ere exhausted nature 
should have sunk into the repose of death. 

I lay down on a gentle slope, from which I never ex- 
pected to rise, and breathed, as I imagined^ my l^§i prayers 
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to thje tbrooe of Diviiie graee, my saddened memory at 
intervals caixying back my thou^ts to my native land. 
Home, friends, and early associations, at times dreamily 
wove tiiemselves into grouj^ and pictures of happiness and 
enjoyment, in whicb* for a moment, I would fancy qayself 
participating; a gleam of delight flitting through my dis- 
tempered imagination, too soon, alasl to be dispelled by 
the gloomy reality, the melancholy transitioii deepening 
my emotions of misery into a keen thrill of utter despair 
that would have been maddening, bad they not been swe^tly 
soothed by the consoling hopes of Divine mercy and a gln- 
rious eternity. I prayed that sleep might com^e and relieve 
me from the anguish of my physical pains and suflferings; 
but that fitful slumber, which was unable to subdue ccm- 
sciousnesa, alone visited me. 

While lying in this state on the momia^ of the fourth 
day, vdth my fiiithful dog at my feet, I overhead the mai 
who last joined us discussing the necessity of killing him, 
as that, with proper economy, his flesh would sustain us 
imtil the river so far subsided as to render a passage prac- 
ticable. It added to my wretchedness, while revolving the 
expedient in my mind, that I was constrained to ijoii^clde 
in its policy; but as my comrades aroused me to commu- 
nicate the suggestion and receive my consent, I gaaed upon 
my diunb friend with a tearful eye and sicklied heart; the 
more so as I fancied he looked wistfully in my face, standing 
in an attitude of dejection unusual to him, with drooping 
tail and hanging ears. I was unable to assent in words, 
but gave them silently to understand that I would intea:- 
pose no obstacle; and no sooner had I done so than poor 
" Sligo" (so I called him), instead of coiling himself beside 
me as was his wont, slunk away to sgme distance, sitting 
in a moumfrd attitude, and watching our movements with 
a grave steadiness that perfectly unmanned me; impressing 
me with the steadfast conviction that his intuitive aagacity 
forewarned him of our cruel intentions. 

It was clearly perceptible to all that his attachment and 
confidence were changed into fear and distrust, for no call- 
ing or coaxing would induce him to come nearer us; while, 

if any approached him, he receded slowly. S- , who 

was the steadiest shot and had the best rifle* agreed 
to do the deed; and as he commenced loading, the poor 
brute betrayed increased imeasiness, movin£ and shifting 
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restlessly as if about to run off, but finally sitting firmly 
still on a little mmind, as if he had come to the determina- 
tion of yielding himself up as aTictim for the Salvation of 
his master. The warm tears trickled freely down my 
eheeks, and I felt a disposition to go and embrace him 

-ilhen looking at him for the last time. As S- raised 

the rifle to his shoulder, the poor animal at the same 
moin€filt fairly confronted his executioner, throwing back 
Ms eats with alow piteous whine, and awaiting his doom 
fike a hero. 

Our first meal on poor Sligo was on his raw flesh, before 
the animal heat had cooled out. All evinced resolution 
enough to eat but sparingly, supported, as I believe, by a 
natural repugnance to the diet; but next morning, when 
we succeeded in lighting a fire, we got on better with our 
fare in a broiled shape. We were, furthermore, cheered by 
seeing from our marks that the flood was subsiding, and 
continued shrinking and calming down all day so rapidly, 
that we looked forward to get over in the morning. There 
was sufficient food till then, as the dog was large and fleshy ; 
but we spent a night of nervous inquietude, lest the fickle 
elements should interpose betwixt us and rescue. How- 
ever, a bright dawn opened upon us, disclosing to our de- 
lighted vision the river so fallen as to divest the trip across 
df many of its terrors; and while we stood upon its brink, 
joyously and thankfully comparing our present with our 
late position, a crowd from the settlement came up along 
the opposite bank, cheering lustily to apprise us that relief 
was approaching; nor was it long till a gallant youth, 
named Anderson, was cleaving the stream in the canoe 
bttUt by onmness: the smallest but most manageable of the 
fteiet. He was quickly carried dovm several himdred yards; 
bnt as he reached the mid stream, a curling eddy swept 
the slight bark round with a velocity that appalled those 
Oil'€^ich bank, shooting her from its vortex into a current 
thtft carried her withotrt an effort close in on our side, where 
-Wd followed down to secure her when she touched. Having 
done so, a cordial cheer filled the air, and shortly after two 
of the larger canoes, with two paddles each, emerged from 
1^ opposite shore, taking their departin^e much higher 
than the point from which And^son started, thereby avoid- 
ing the current that hurried him down, and succeeding in 
liie^ng a tolerably direct landing. We hauled jtheUttJe 
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craft up by the bank; and the three skiffs, starting from 
the same place, landed us safely, though with a large quan- 
tity of water taken in during the passage. 

A fresh party recrossed before evening, carrying a supply 
of provisions to the other sufferers, and a promise that, if 
possible, animals should be sent over the following day, 
to bring home the wounded. This was punctually accom- 
plished, and both men and baggage were safely landed. 
The woimds, with one exception, proved trivial, and even 
that required only rest and attention to ensure a perfect 
cure. 
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Snow on the Trinity Mountains— The Party that went there retom— Th4ir Suffer* 
ings— Their wretched Appearance— Confirmaticm of the Golden Character of the 
Trinity— Daily Averages— Superior Character of the Trinity Indians— Sneoeasftd 
Experiments under adverse Circumstances— Trinity Diggers — Their ezttftvagant 
Expectations— Coast Indians and their Squaws— They make Signs thitt Gold 
al)ounds towards the Coast— Bad Weather and short Provisions restrain the Mai 
from ^oing thither— Price of Provisions at Trinity— Effect of the News at the 
Middle Creek Settlement— Our Mess and two others determine on going to the 
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Society at the Settlement— Effects of the Season on it— Scenes of Grossneas and 
Ddttucliery- Idleness the Parent of Misdiief— I yearn for rational Oumpanion- 
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It was quite clear, from the appearances of the Trinity 
Mountains, that the storm which had fallen on us in a 
liquid shape came down there in snow and hail, which left 
little doubt that the party who went north must have also 
had their quota of suffering. Nor were we astray in our 
surmises; for in seven days after our escape they came 
staggering into camp, in a state of exhaustion and ema- 
ciation that rendered their recognition dubious at a first 
glance, and even their survival a m||tt^;:_pi jincertainty. 



DIGGINGS OF CALIFORNIA. 129 

Hunger had seized on them with its penetrating fangs; 
intense cold and exposure had frequently almost arrested 
the current of life, and the compulsory toil of daily attempts 
at progress had worn down their strength to a mere thread. 
They set out with seven animals, but returned without one, 
six having given up and died for want of sustenance; the 
seventh, a sort of pet, that would take a crust from the 
hand, and lie beside the camp-fire like a dog, had saved 
their lives; and the story of sacrifice formed a curious 
coincidence with the sorrowful fate of poor " Sligo." Our 
greatest care only produced slight advances towards re- 
covery, for the appetites of the poor fellows appeared to be 
weakened beyond the reach of stimulants, and their legs 
were prodigiously swollen, contracted, and lacerated, from 
constantly breaking through the ice-crust over which they 
had travelled. 

But they brought back great tidings of the richness of 
the Triijity diggings, particularly of a new location, some 
thirty miles down the river, where the few who were en- 
camped admitted that, before the bad weather set in, it 
was no unfrequent achievement to take out from one to 
three pounds of gold each daily; but access with draught 
animals was the next thing to impracticable. The Indians 
there are of another tribe and nature from those along the 
Sacramento: majestic in person, chivalrous in bearing, 
incapable of treachery, but ready to fight to the death in 
avenging an insult or injury. They are active and energetic 
in the extreme, hunting down for their food the game 
with which the coimtry abounds, and which also supplies 
them with raiment; and endowed with a germ of enterprise 
or ambition, which instigates them to work, in order to 
become possessed of a flannel shirt or a blanket. 

Our men did not receive as gospel truths the apparently 
marvellous tales about the extraordinary mineral wealth of 
those regions, which, according to the received accoimts, 
would place them so far ahead of all the discovered mines, 
but commenced testing them by personal experiment, in so 
fer as the state of the weather and the waters would admit. 
As it was impossible to try the bars that had already been 
operated on, the banks of the river, where the diggings 
were usually carried on, being totally submerged, there was 
no field but the more elevated grounds, where the old 
Trinity hands scorned to expend theif time and labour — 
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spoiled diildreii of fortime as isktey were — ^rftihar coi^nted 
to allow themselves a vacation until the riah golden depots 
again became accessible, than toil ibr wbat m other diggings 
wonld be esteemed as a right reasonable remnneratiop. 
Our party, w(»:king and washing the despised soil, under 
many disadvantages, averaged daily about fifteen dollars 
each, taking out from twelve to twenty dcdlars dsuly to the 
hand, whicbC it must be admitted, was '' confirmatioii strong'' 
of the wonderful fertility (if I may use the phrase) of the 
region, judging by analogy of the greater productiveness of 
the more favoured locations. 

The day before our party set out on their return, th^ 
received further and: more tempting i^oof of the pre- 
eminence of Trinity treasures, by the arrival of a band of 
noble-looking Indians from Hie (Erection of the eoaa^ tineir 
first visit among the whites, accompanied by a few squaws, 
who, strange to say, in this latitude are ugly, ilI-favo«Ered, 
stunted in stature, dumpy in figure, and awkward m gait; 
the men, on the other hand, as I have ah:ea(fy described 
them, being singularly endowed with all the opfM>site per- 
sonal advants^s. They had not anything to trade; and, 
from their watchful attention to all tibe moventbents^ it was 
evident their object was to> ascertain the motives that kd 
to an invasion of their hunting-grounds. However, as 
soon as they i&and out what the pale-£u:e3 wsuacted, by 
observing tiie result of their operations, iliey hnikB out into 
a simultaneous laugh, shaking their beads derisively, at the 
same time pointing down the river, and making signs that 
the gold was more plentiful and more easily procured there, 
exhibiting a few golden-barbed arrows in proof of their 
statement. Our folk were half inclined to venture ^wn; 
but the weather was so dreadfiil, and their stoek of provi- 
sions at such a very low ebb, that they chose rat^iber to 
endeavour to reach home with the welcome tidings. 

The price of flour at the small settlement, when they 
left, was five dollars per pound; pork, four dollars; beans, 
three dollars ; coffee was cheap, being abundant, and sugar 
nomin^, as nine-tenths of the miners dispensed with its 
use; but spirits of any kind had attained the monstrous 
figure of sixteen dollars per pint. Oh for a few puncheons 
of Campbelton or Islay whiskey there 1 and a fig or a snap 
of the fingers for the diggings ! 

The news^ as might be expected, at once decided the 
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inkabitants oi the migratory city of Middle Creek on tak- 
ing wing to ihe El Dorado as soon as the state of the 
weather and country would admit of a passage; but as 
that wotdd necessarily be some weeks in coming round, 
our mess and two others conceiyed they would be employ- 
ing the intervening time profitably and pleasantly in going 
down to Sacramento City, as the late arrival of some 
lightly-lftden waggons proved the attempt to be practi- 
cable. They w^e naturally anxious to get some news 
from home; and Aey laid out their accounts, together 
with eiQoying the comparative luxuries of city fare, and 
taking a fling through Sacramento gaieties and amuse- 
ments, to supply themselves for the ensuing campaign 
wrtih many trivial but useful necessaries, that traders above 
i^rer thou^ of providing, but the absence of which past 
experience had convinced them subtracted materially from 
titeir comfort and general health. 

It waaimy intention, had not the expedition been orga- 
nised, to have started alone on a pack-mule ; for I had fally 
accomplished ihe object of my mission to tiie mines, and 
began to feel heartily sick of the society at the settlement. 
In the earfy season, when the state of the weather never 
iiftemqated the employment, and the people were regularly 
occupied at work throughout the day, retiring to rest at 
tational hours to repose from fatigue, matters went on or- 
derly, and tho time, though duH and monotonous, passed 
smoothly enou^, without resorting to any of those expe- 
dients for consuming the tedious hours of idleness which 
society, in all its grades, has ordained with ingenious if not 
laudable adaptability. But since the rainy season set in, 
and the community were confined tb quarters, the system 
of dividing the day was no longer practicable; and the 
yawning miner, in the great majority of cases, devoid of 
any mental resources, turned to the indulgence of degrading 
appetites and propensities as a cure for ennui; stimulating 
the dulness of unenlightened rumination with intoxicating 
drink, and ministering to the cravings of the passion for 
acquisition and excitement by gaming in its most odious 
form. This gave rise to unremitting scenes of disgusting 
debauchery, tihat partook in their grossness of the reckless 
character of the class who flocked to snatch up fortunes 
where there were no curbs or restraints to check the natu- 
Ydl bent of their dispositions. The seed, once sown in so 
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congenial a soil, shot up with luxuriant rapidity, the pro- 
longed period of idleness aflfording ample time for ftdly 
maturing its odious and contaminating fruit 

Matters thus daily deepened in repidsiveness, imtil even 
my own mess became imbued with the vicious contagion, 
when I fairly lost all heart, and yearned piningly for the 
pleasures of rational companionship, and an interchange of 
the educational acquirements and accomplishments which, 
after all, constitute the great charm of intercourse in life. 
I could not suit my narratives and small-talk to the preva- 
lent tone or taste, nor yet " lend my ears" as a good lis- 
tener to the current conversation, or take part in the 
favourite games in vogue amongst them. My position, 
consequently, became imcomfortably irksome; for without 
arrogating to myself any imusual degree of morality, I may 
be permitted to say, I stood out in a prominent contrast 
there which did not contribute to the personal pleasantness 
of my situation, however self-consoling it might have been 
to my mind and conscience. And alfliough I do not pre* 
tend to say I have myself been above reproof at any period 
of my mortal pilgrimage, I had not sunk to so low a depth 
as to relish society when it discoursed in a series of oaths 
and imprecations of the most impious character; in which 
the rarest flowers, the choicest gems, of ribaldry and blas- 
phemy, were scattered about with a spendthrift profusion 
that would puzzle the "recording angel" to keep pace with; 
where no man's story was wortii listening to that was not 
linked with infernal curses; where nothing could occur, 
either of a pleasing or disagreeable nature, that would not 
elicit an ebullition of diabolical swearing; where the man 
was " cock-of-the-wall^' who could devote himself most 
fluently to damnation, calling down the direst imprecations 
on his own head, or concoct and narrate the most abomi* 
nable story with the most obscene effect, originating an in- 
famous rivalry for this disgusting pre-eminence, in which 
even men advanced in years, whose very presence should 
have restrained such odious displays, contested the palm 
of depravity with an ardour and accomplishment that were 
positively appalling. 

Neither was I free from a penchant for the recreation 
arising out of games of skill or science; but it did not 
foUow from this that 1 should become fascinated with the 
seductive attractions of card-playing, conducted in accord- 
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ance with all the most modera and inscrutable devices of 
blacklegging and cozening. The miners never thought of 
Bitting down to dawdle over an honest game to pass the 
evening; they would not give a cheese-paring for the dull, 
stupid monotony of fair play: the excitement of cheating 
in card-stealing, card-dropping, packing the deal, or de- 
frauding the pool, constituted, according to their standard, 
the main interest of the amusement. Merit never was 
awarded to mere skill in play; but when a fellow won by 
a gross fraud, a shout of approbation complimented his 
knavery. As a necessary consequence, serious rows and 
bloody encounters sprang out of those debasing scenes. 
On one occasion, at the national game of " poker," I ob- 
served a player slily dropping kings into his lap, as oppor- 
timity offered, until he assembled all the male portion 
of the royal family in a cluster; and then, with the full 
confidence of an all but invincible hand, he substituted 
ounces for dollars, bragging half-a-dozen to begin with. 
An opposite competitor covered the amount, and advanced 
an extra half-dozen, on which the other further improved, 
doubling the smn (both at this juncture placing large buck- 
skin purses of dust on the table); but met by a similar 
advance, he began to " smell a rat," and " called him," 
when, to his utter mortification and discomfitxu'e, four aces 
were displayed to his astonished gaze. While his oppo- 
nent was enjoying the applause of his superior sleight-o'- 
hand, the patron of royalty snatched his gold fi-om the 
bench, exclaiming, in virtuous indignation, "Cheating!" 
** Villany!" &c.; which originated a right royal row of tiie 
regular "rough and tumble" sort: knives, biting, "scroodg- 
ing," and " gouging all in," which eventuated in wounds 
and gashes, Sie more miraculous that they were not mortal. 

"Wliile, to wind up, I honesty plead guilty to a respect 
and partiality for a well-edited tumbler of "whiskey negus" 
at the proper season of the day, the spell was broken when 
I saw it swallowed at all hours; and, instead of contributing 
its coruscant influences to convivial intercourse, balefully 
ministering to the fiercest and most turbulent passions. 

The diggings also furnished a field for a kindred species 
of adroitness. When miners found their "lead giving 
out," they devised some feasible pretext for selling out, 
extolling their " claim" to the skies, and religiously swear- 
ing to the Johnny Kaws, who are to be found everywhere, 
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that it yielded a most marvellous average; and as the ex- 
pectant purchaser approached to inspect the locatkm, l&e 
man rockmg would imobser\'edly empty his parse upon 
the screen, so that when the washer eame to be in^ected^ 
the quantity it appeared honestly to contain quic^b' 
brought about a bargain at the outside tefms dem^oidea, 
leaving the dupe to be laughed at, and the ** downy cove** 
to be patted on the back, as a paragon worti^y to be held 
up for imitation. What tickled my fiEin<^ easceedingly was 
to see the class of Christians I have been describing ab- 
staining frotm work of a Sunday, which they inYmMj 
did, avowing their scruples of conscience afeout labouiii^ 
on the Sabbath, while canvassing for a party to sit down 
to cheat, swear, and drink over a game of "pofcer," or 
listen to the filthy homilies of some hoary debauchee, wiw) 
gloried the more in his audacious impiety because it was 
file Lord's-day. The only exception to those scenes (m a 
day of rest was the one I have already recowled: the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour; which I can only account foy 1^ 
the supposition, that t^eir time was employed in the iess^ 
ing preparations I have described in a previous chapter. 

I have now done with the mines and miners, baviBg 
visited all the diggings of note or celebrity on the Sacra^ 
mento or its various tributaries, and havii^ canied away 
specimens of minerals and manners ^om most of them; 
but, as I have more than once before r^ieated, I only re- 
gard the op^atioQS I witnessed as the m^e picking up ^ 
the crumbs from the rich man's table, the xidi remalas of 
the costly and substantial repast being only approachable 
by the union of science and capital. I shall not weaoy Hm 
reader any further with my own crude speculations on ti» 
origin, distribution, and extent of those precious deposilB, 
but beg to refer him to the report of the HonotBuble 
Thomas Butler King on the subject, which was reMl be- 
fore and approved of by the United States Ooo^igress, as 
I have no doubt it vdll prove both interesting and 
factory. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Firepare fbr & Start-'-The Tleturesqve^Pilr Boadt and FoDdiUe Creaks— Stop a* 
Clear Creek— The Contrast betwixt Autumn and Sprin£^— The CroMing «f the 
OMek— ProTidential latcrftreaoe of some Packwicn Practicee oi Califemian 
TraTeUfin»— The Mode of Bearing Yecmgsters in Miasouri-^otton-wood Creek 
atnd Plains in thdr new Garb— Distressing Accident— Recover some of the Pro- 
perty—Poor Eiffe's Gold is wanting— His affecting Story— His youtliful Enterprise 
—His successful Industry— His Calamity, Resignation, and Spirit— Yegetation 
improves as we go Southward— Mr. Hudspefii's R«ndio— Its fitvovied F«^aB — 
His En^Rsh Housekeeper— Her Stlary— Her Perquis ite s ' C omp a re d -vStti OU 
Oouotxy Wages— No Field or Gardm Cvltivadon^-ationaiics an tiw 8nl]^flet— The 
Ftetenaions et CaUforaia ta be«laa8ed «8 an A^fteidtuBal Country— Opinions of 
PnMsdttl He*— £arij Bai^Btata deedved by Misstatements— Advantages of Mr. 
Kudq^edi's UBoation— Description of the Road Downwards— Our Supply of Milk 
— Magnificent Pndrie— Covered with Game— The great dze Elk attain— Expert 
Kigger Butcher— Compairison between Negro and Indian CajMbQities— The Niggers 
in the MOoes— Their Conduct there at Varianoe with thdr BehavJk>«r fan the 
States. 

Now, my good read^, I am again ready for the road, leav- 
ing disburdened my mind of thte reflections and observa- 
tions contained in the last datapter, and in a more light- 
some mood to point out all " places of kuriositee," as poor 
Power used to sing in the " White Horse of the Peppaie." 
It was on the 2drd of February we got into motion with 
our waggon of six-ox power, accompanied by two odiers 
of like capabilities. A more lorely moming never shone 
from the heavens; calm and defla-, the white mountain 
tops glistening in Ihe sun, while from the valleys a dense 
fog arose, laaly rolling up their sides in elongated volumes, 
Cutting out tiie landscape over which they passed, and 
occasionally illuminated for a moment with a most strange 
and picturesque effect, as a slanting my of li^t issuing 
through a ravine penetrated their sombre folds. The earth 
showed signs of active vegetation, and soiunds of gladsome 
glee were warbled in the grove as we went along; more 
chirping than melodious, I must admit; for the feathered 
choristers throughout all the districts of Califomfei I 
visited seemed sadly destitute of natural musical taste and 
talent. We whistled merrily, too, finding ^thejground in 
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fair travellable order, and the creeks not over deep or 
rapid; stopping at Clear Creek, as the next stage would 
protract our day's joum^ too much. It was near where 
we pitched our tents as we came up ; but its present sur- 
face, clothed in a mantle of rich, thick, succulent herbage* 
beautiful in its garniture of emerald green, exhibited a 
marked contrast to its brown, withered, and unwelcome 
aspect in the fall. 

The creek was much swollen, and the approach so steep 
that we saw there was a job in prospect for the morning; 
and, sure enough, in the crossing, just as we reached the 
critical point, the near-side lead-steer shyed at the passage, 
and turning roimd suddenly, took the middle yoke off their 
legs, involving the whole team in a mass of confiision, the 
waggon, particdly afloat, bumping and drifting as the cur- 
rent surged aroimd it. I do not think we could have 
escaped without an upset in the stream, or the loss of 
most of om: oxen, only that some packmen, passing at the 
moment, rode in at great risk, and whipped the refractory 
leaders into line, continuing by their sides until they made 
a landing. Another of the waggons also got into diffi- 
culty, nearly causing the imtimely end of a fine young lad 
named Eiffe, the dnver, who jumped into the stream to 
set matters to rights, when he was immediately swept 
away, and not being a swimmer, would inevitably have 
perished, had not one of the same party, who kindly r©^ 
lieved us, dashed down after him and dragged him ashore. 
Beyond the sousing, he was not a whit the worse; for, 
throwing off his wet clothes into the waggon, he was as 
fresh as ever in a few moments. In Califomia, it is an 
invariable practice of travellers, like the coaches in the 
olden time, to pull up on meeting and exchange their 
news; and as we felt imder so. many obligations to the 
packmen, we gladly and minutely gave them all the infor* 
mation they sought respecting the mines. The principal 
querist asked me as a wind-up, " If there was much sQk* 
ness in the diggings?" to which I repUed, "Yes;" com- 
mencing my enumeration of the ailments with " fever and 
ague," when he stopped me with the exclamation, **0h! 
if that's all, it's o' no account; we Missourians are raised 
on them ;" uttering it in as cool and literal a tone as if they 
really constituted a main portion of his infantile pabulum* 

As we approached Cotton-wood we could scarcely re- 



DIGGINaS OF CAUFOBNU. 137 

cognise the face of the fine plains, decked in their luxuriant 
garb of clover, grass, wild oats, and barley, of which the 
oxen snatched mouthfuls as they trudged along. Having 
been forewarned by the packmen that the creek would 
present rather a formidable obstacle to our progress, we 
drove on briskly to reach it early, resolved to attempt the 
crossing before night, the more especially as the skies 
lowered, as if a change were about to take place before 
morning. Although we led the van ^t Clear Creek, the 
conduct of our lead-yoke there absolved us firom that posi- 
tion on the present occasion, giving way to Eiffe, whose 
pluck, far from being cooled, appeared to have been fireshly, 
braced by his late ducking. A stiffish breeze having sprung 
up, he stripped off the waggon-cover, which created a con- 
siderable wind-draught, and then got astride the near lead- 
steer; stationing a comrade in front of the waggon with a 
whip to urge those in the tongue and centre, he made a 
straight and excellent shoot across to a low gravelly bar» 
where all difficulties would have terminated; but, from 
some cause we could not discover, or Eiffe subsequently 
explain, the whole team turned right down with the flood, 
and, getting off the ridge of the ford, were all soon beyond 
their depth. In their struggles, the oxen somehow or other 
got disengaged from the waggon, and as Eiffe stuck to the 
steer on which he was mounted, he got safely to shore; 
but his comrades, getting to the same side to jump out, up* 
set the waggon, emptying all the contents into lie creek, 
the. cover having been unluckily removed. The boys got 
ashore after a sharp struggle, and while I was congratula- 
ting them on their escape, a stifled but piteous sobbing 
caught my ear, when, looking round, I saw poor Eiffe 
shedding tears abimdantly. I sought to console him by 
the assurance that everything of consequence would be re- 
covered, as trunks would float, and even bags containing 
clothes would be carried ashore in some of the eddies; 
while, as regarded the provisions, we had enough for both 
messes; besides which, two days more would bring us to 
Hudspeth's rancho, where abundance could be obtained. 
But my consolations conveyed no comfort: in fact, in his 
abstraction I believe he never heard them ; for, heaving a 
sad sigh, he mournfully said, "I care not for myself: it is 
my dear mother and sisters I grieve for." I repeated my 
assurance that the trunks would be got, thinking it was 
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their loss he hewailed, as most probably they contained his 
all. ** I know," he said, "tiie trunks will be found, but my 
belt with all my gold in it is at Hie bottom, and will never 
float or be found." The poor fellow, when he got wet be- 
fore in Clear Creek, stripped off everything, even the filleted 
leather belt, in which miners generally sew up their gold, 
and threw all loosely into tbe 'bottom of the waggon, where 
they remained until the unfortunate accident. The waggon 
came to shore on a point about half-a-mile down, the loose 
clothes nearer hand, and the three trunks in some willows 
at a bend below the waggon ; but the flour and pork sunk, 
and the belt, containing eighteen himdred dollars, was no- 
where to be found. 

I don^t remember ever experiencing a more poignant 
sensation of sorrow and commiseration than while listening 
to the ymithful sufferer narrating his own story at ibe 
camp-fire that night. He ceased weeping, btrt there was 
an air of sadness and patient resignation in his manner, 
and a melancholy cadence in his voice, mxtch more affect- 
ing ihaxi the more violent demonstrations of grief. His 
family resided in the northern part of Indiana, on a plea- 
sant, profitable farm, on which his father raised one thoa- 
sand dollars by mortgage, to «BMible him to bmld a new 
house, and convert ihe original log erections into stables, 
but died soon after (fifteen months previous to "fee accident), 
leaving the boy, seventeen years of age, llie ^dest of the 
family, to struggle for tiie support of bis mother and six 
sisters. The idea of the mortgage, bearing a liigh rate of 
interest, terrified the boy; but he took heart on hearing of 
Hie golden valleys of California, resolving to reap one har- 
vest there, while, by' extraordinary exertions, he put in an 
early spring crop on his farm at home, sufficient to meet 
the wants of the family, and a gale's intenest on tiie mort- 
gage ; and then, under his mother's sanction, hired himsdf 
to a wealthy neighbour about starting fw that countiy, 
undertaking to drive the team for his mere suj^ort <m the 
road. They had a rather successM journey, and poor 
Eiffe reached our encampment on a similar engagement 
to a party of miners coming up to northern mines. It was 
late in the " fall" when he got to work, but he was indus- 
trious ; and, stimrulated by a son's and a brother's love and 
affection, he laboured late and early, on wet days and cold 
days, to try and return, lest the unfeeling mor^agee should 
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harass or impose on his mother in his absenee. With what 
a proud and happy spirit he started homeward on the 
morning of the 23rd of FebriMry, shortening (as he described 
it) at every step the distance that intervened betwixt hinr) 
and his beloved mother and sietra*, carrying along with 
him more than the amount he required to release them 
from debt £md anxiety! 

He often felt the unfortunate belt, to assure himself it 
was no cheat of the imagination ; but there were the well- 
packed fillets that were to carry compet^ice and happiness 
to his dear home. His ambition was satisfied, and he 
never again intended travelling beyond the precincts of his 
farm, save with its produce to the nearest market. He 
whiled away the tedium of the journey by revolving projects 
in his mind calculated to add to the comforts and enjoy- 
ments of those he loved so tenderly. Two months more 
and he would have been in the midst of tiiem, standing 
erect on his own hearth in all ihe innocent pride of inde- 
pendence, a free man, absolved from debt, with heahh, 
energy, and hopefalness to fight the battle of life; but the 
chalice of happiness was dashed from his Hps: he was 
again a man of straw. He trusted, however, a benignant 
Providence would watch over and protect the widow and 
the orphans, while he returned to the mines and dug out 
one thousand eight hundred dollars more. 

It was a pitiM tale, and I never so muoh wished for 
riches as at the moment he concluded, that I might place 
within his hand an equivalent for his loss, aaid speed him 
on his filial and holy mission. He seemed relieved by the 
teUing of his painftd story, and next moraing his stoical 
composure — nay, cheerfiil resignation— quite surprised nae 
in so young a lad; for it is rarely indeed that the sanguine 
and impatient temperament of youth can calmly and un- 
complainingly brook a disappointment of so harrowing a 
nature. All that remained to refit himself again for fiie 
diggings — and it was bswely sufficient — ^was his share in 
the team and waggon. He came with us as far as Hud- 
speth's rancho, where he sold out to his companions ; and 
having laid in his supplies, took his leave of us in a spirit 
of gaiety and self^eliance that showed a nobility of nature 
rarely to be met with, returning without a murmur to the 
scene of his late labours, and giving me a letter to post 
when I reached the States, containing, Xauppasg^J^iw^ 
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count of his misfortune. I sincerely trust that God has 
prospered him, and that he is now in a happy home, enjoy- 
ing the fruits of his sterling industry. 

As we proceeded downwards the vegetation was more 
forward, and the fine plains, which now hegan expanding 
to a great width, were thickly stocked with herds of wild 
cattle, interspersed with great niunbers of elk and deer, 
all driven down into the plains by the snow on the moun- 
tains. One of our men shot an elk, and for the first time 
I tasted the fiesh of that animal: it is coarse-grained and 
dark, and as I surveyed my steak before tasting it, looked 
like a tough morsel; but, much to my surprise, I found it 
tender and well-flavoured, 

dOn the evening of the 27th we reached Mr. Hudspelh's 
rancho, most admirably situated on a highly fertile plain, 
sufficiently elevated to escape inundation from any but the 
greatest floods, and favourably placed with regard to water, 
having the Sacramento as its eastern boundary, and Stony 
Creek traversing its southern extremity all the way to the 
coast range, to which the prairie here uninterruptedly ex- 
tends, leaving the cattle an immense range. The whole 
plain, as far as the eye could survey it, was absolutely wav- 
ing in the gentle wind, the wild oats and indigenous 
grasses springing up with extraordinary luxuriance, thickly 
commingled with clover and wild vetches; and, as might 
be expected, all the cattle and horses were in the finest 
possible condition. Mr. Hudspeth's house was on a large 
scale for the country, built of logs, calculated for the 
accommodation of miners, who usually made a halt there. 
The housekeeping was conducted by an EngUsh girl, who 
had fled in a passing train from Salt Lake City — ^an admi- 
rable cook, and who made the nicest butter I ever used; 
for which services she was requited by the liberal salary of 
one thousand dollars a-year, and the right to dispose of, as 
her proper perquisites, all the milk, butter, cheese, and 
eggs tliat remained after supplying the wants of the house- 
hold. These would, she admitted to me, according to the 
amount they then realised weekly, increase her yearly in- 
come to two thousand five hundred dollars, which on ex- 
planation did not surprise me, as she obtained twenty-five 
cents a-piece for eggs, which sometimes rose so high as 
fifty; one dollar per quart for milk, four dollars for butter, 
and I forget how much for cheese : thus the overplus of 
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each must have been immense, from the legions of hens 
about the premises, and the incredible number of calves I 
saw in the corral ; while the constantly passing waggons, 
pack-companies, and whale-boats, never suffered a stock to 
accumulate or spoil on her hands. Only think of five 
hundred pounds a-year, ye cooks and dairy-maids of Old 
England, and leave off your pert and saucy airs ! Let us 
hear no more emulous boasting amongst the West-end 
Clubites about the princely salaries they give their foreign 
artistes y while an humble girl in a log-hut in the wilds of a 
new coimtry receives close on the amount that would 
qualify a coimtry squire t6 represent his native county in 
the imperial parliament. 

It was here I got my first drink of milk since I left Salt 
Lake^ and oh! what a glorious treat it was! One I would 
not have exchanged for the choicest productions of French 
or Khenish vineyards; and it was healthful as well as 
agreeable; for after a three days' sojourn we all sensibly 
felt altered and improved habits of body. Our elk-meat 
was now disregarded in our love for fresh butter and eggs, 
which we consumed in quantity, even at the rural rate of 
twenty-five cents per egg; but there were no vegetables nor 
cultivation of any sort, nor was there even a garden at- 
tached to the premises, nor to any of those we passed in 
our up-joumey; while, as to field cultivation, such a pro- 
ject was deemed to be so entirely preposterous that it was 
never attempted, except in some of those more favoured 
spots, which are so few and circumscribed in extent that 
any crop which could be raised on them could scarcely be 
taken into account in the supplies of the country.* Many 
people emigrated to California, intending to confine them- 
selves entirely to agricultural pursuits; but ^ven in the 
limited tracts along flie valleys of the Sacramento and the 
San Joaquim, where wheat, com, and potatoes might be 
raised with the aid of irrigation, the great expense of mak- 
ing and keeping fences in repair, and the enormous price 
of labour, forbid all hopes of making it a profitable specu- 

* Colonel Fremont grounds his argument in support of the agricultu- 
ral capabilities of California on the products of the Missions ; but to 
show how difficult it was even to select sites for the few establishments 
of that sort in the coimtry, I will quote an article from the laws re- 
garding their foimdation:— " Art. 7. The place where a Mission settle- 
ment is to be made ought to be selected, if possibUy where there will 
be sufficient water to drink, and for the irrigation ofj^^ ^^55*L . .^ 
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lation as a general thing, while those artu^s, raw and 
manu£Etctured, can be imported at the rates they are ^(mi 
the States, Chili, Oregon, the Sandwich Islands, and the 
Australian colonies. Some few, who have been lucky 
Plough to secure small scopes of good land in conv^nent 
situations, have been well paid by raising potatoes and 
garden vegetables; but if the country were d^endent on 
Siose meagre supplies, with its rapidly-increasing popula- 
tion, we should not only hear of a se^city of esculents, 
but of the prevalence of sburvy. 

When treating of the pretensions of California to be 
classed amongst agricultuml countries, it should be known 
that the rainy season there prevails over the period at 
which " fell " sowiaogs might be put in, and early spring 
preparations should be made when the earth, so far from 
being in a state fit for the plough, could not be trodden 
by cattle. The general sowing, then, must of necessity 
always be late, and the parching season ajrriving before 
tba crop is half ripe, it withers and dies, in a stake of semi- 
maturity. The only crop that can be depaided on is hay; 
but beyxwad what the ranchero wants for his own v^e, it is 
yahielessy save in the vicinity of the few cities and vilk^es 
scattered over the country. These are not merely my own 
notions and ideas, but the opinions of practical men long 
settled in the country, who tried and faoled in th« experi- 
m^it. In point of feet, if it were feasiMe, there would 
now be large tracts in tillage, as, from the numbers of 
Americans there who w^e bred and brought up to feuming, 
many of them would be following the plough. But Cah- 
lomia is essentially a grazing countiy, which it must re- 
main, and I koow of no other that can excel it as sudL 
Though we were some time since accustomed to hear it 
cried up as " the finest country for agriculture on the fece 
of the globe," and to see this and such like assertions cir- 
culated by the American press, the political and private 
purposes it was sought to promote by the propagation of 
such a belief having been superseded by the discovery of 
the ^old mines, we cease latterly to have those resources 
so diligently puffed and relied on; not, however, before 
numerous families thus fooled emigrated from the States 
and Oregon, most of whom, finding out the imposition, 
returned to the latter country. The few who remained, 
iaccommodating themselves to the circumstances, turned 
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their attention to stock-raising, which, from subsequent 
events, has become a highly lucrative occupation. 

The rancho of Mr. Hudspetli is situated at the head of 
the deep-water navigation of Sacramento, which, imme- 
diately above it, forks and shoals, and, thence upwards, 
gets concentrated at several points into rapids, which must 
for ever, I conceive, forbid the idea of trading with large 
craft; and, most probably, from this circumstance and its 
position with regard to the northernmost mines, it veill 
soon become the site of a new city. Miners, travelling 
thus far by water,, being constrained to use animals for the 
remainder of the journey, purchase all Mr. Hudspeth can 
supply, paying whatever price the tender conscience or 
eaprice of that gentleman may choose to affix ; in addition 
to which he has, also, a ready market for fat beeves at the 
adjacent mines, and derives a large income by grazing the 
cattle that companies, so soon as they arrive at their desti- 
nations^ send there to recruit : so that, to use a common 
phrase, "putting this and that together," I think Mr. 
Hudspeth is likely to skim the cream of the diggings. 

It was about thirty miles higher up, on the opposite 
side, where we experienced such exti-eme difficulty and 
danger in crossing the Sacramento in tbe "fall," on our up 
journey ; so that the coimtry downwards is yet untrodden 
ground for the reader, who will therefore be kind enough 
to bear with me in calling his attention to the various 
objects of interest on the route. The morning on which 
we left was clear and cool, the temperature, contrary to 
what might be looked for, becoming more and more so as 
we proceeded southwards. Our trail lay close by the river 
edge, through a fringe of timber, which in the more ad- 
vance season must afford a fine umbrageous avenue to the 
jaded traveller, continuing, as it does, with scarcely a break, 
throughout the entire journey, following all the sinuosities 
of tlie river, and consequentiy lengthening the road. In 
the spring and fall this is imavoidable from the soft state 
of the prahie, while along the course of the river there is 
an elevated ridge of ground extending the width of the 
grove above the influence of the floods, which furnishes a 
dry and finn road during the summer months. However, 
case-hardened travellers, for whom the blistering orb has 
no terrors, have the option of choosing the diameter instead 
of the semi-circumference of those elongating bends. 
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Maugre the cost, we filled every canteen, bottle, flask, and 
phial we had with new milk ; that sweet natural nectar, so 
far before all the drugged and fermented distillations of 
human invention when you obtain it in its virgin purity. 
As our pretty Hebe poured the genuine lacteal stream from 
her well-scoured pail, I thought of the sky-blue parodies of 
London concoction, and the civic dialogue, " You put dirty 
water in the milk this morning, you hussy, you!'* " No, 
indeed, mar'm! it was clean from the well." We estimated 
our day's progress at eighteen miles as we pulled up in the 
evening, after having skirted along a splendid prairie all 
day, even excelling in its luxuriant verdure that we had 
gone over, forming quite a downy couch beneath our 
blankets, and saving us our usual morning's task of hunt- 
ing up the scattered cattle, which filled themselves to re- 
pletion on the spot, and lay down beside the waggons. 
There were innumerable herds of wild cattle and elk scat- 
tered over the rich natiu^ pasture, grazing in quiet com- 
munion like the tame flocks of the settler. The plains 
here began to widen out considerably, the coast range 
taking the shape of the segment of a circle, while the sur- 
face of the land was as level as a lake, but totally devoid 
of water-courses for a great distance ; exhibiting a smooth 
and settled aspect, as if it retained its primeval formation, 
undisturbed by any of those angry convulsions that had 
distorted the face of the country on the east side of the 
river, causing it to appear that the stream interposed be- 
tween it and the volcanic parturitions of the Sierra Nevada: 
a singularity of feature that extends to the coast mountains, 
whose rounded outlines form a striking contrast to the 
jagged and pointed peak of the inland range. 

Although we had soft beds, it was impossible to sleep in 
the early part of the night, from the packs of coyotes that 
surrounded us, serenading us with an uninterrupted chorus 
of shrill, discordant barking, that would have overpowered 
the virtues of the most powerful narcotic. Being up betimes 
in the morning from this annoyance, I got an opportunity 
of shooting a large buck, with which we displaced our elk- 
meat, which was getting a little the "worse for the wear," 
emitting a racy odoin:, that I believe brought the wolves 
to our door the preceding night. Some of these elks ar- 
rive at an uncommon size, much beyond what I had ima- 
gined they ever attained. I saw one shot the same 
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morning by a party whose night-quarters were a few miles 
below us, that was fully as large as an average-sized mule ; 
and I could not help admiring the easy dexterity and neat- 
ness with which a nigger belonging to the "crowd" de- 
nuded him of his hide, and disembogued the entrails, 
separating, with all the skill of a regular practitioner, the 
lard, fat, heart, aiid liver, which were retained for use. I had 
remarked, however, during my limited experience in the 
States, that Negroes are handy and expert at whatever they 
try or give attention to, whether as servants or tradesmen; 
making, ^s we all know, famous cooks, unrivalled barbers, 
excellent sailors, capital blacksmiths (puns apart), carpen- 
ters, and tailors, at each of which trades I saw them at 
work: in short, attaining and retaining a respectable me- 
diocrity in whatever business or calling they are appren- 
ticed to. They thus stand on a towering eminence above 
the Indian, who is incapable of acquiring any art or handi- 
craft that involves the slightest exercise of mind or judg- 
ment; and who, even if he does arrive at any moderate 
degree of skill by laborious teaching, relapses into his 
original ignorance and indolence whenever he is placed in 
an independent position — as the story is told — ^taxing the 
soil to reproduce what he was accustomed to make in the 
workshop. The most that can be made of him, with an 
infinity of pains, is the primitive occupation of a herder of 
stock ; yet place the head of an Indian beside that of a 
Negro, and contrast the fine, intellectual-looking features 
and phrenological developments of the one with the low 
animal cast and construction of the other, and how totally 
irreconcilable will not the result be with the plausible 
doctrines of Lavater or the ingenious theories of Spurz- 
lieim! 

While on the subject, I will take the opportunity of re- 
marking a strange circumstance relating to tiie Negro slaves 
in California. They are said to be so sensitively impatient 
under tiie yoke at home, that tliey are always on the look- 
out for a slip to escape over the border, or by sheer thrift 
striving to acquire a sum Sufficient to purchase their fi'ee- 
dom, and their emancipation is now the great political 
question of the States. Yet not one, in any instance that 
I could ascertain after the most minute inquiries, deserted 
in the mines, where they were in great numbers, without 
any law to restrain them, and therefore no punishment to 
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overtake them; the road wide open» without obstacle, or 
any sort of espionnage^ whi(^ would have been equally ab- 
surd and ineffectual, and having within their reach e^iial 
opportunities of aggrandisemi^it with their owboss. 
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The morning was chill, but dry, as we continued our j<H»s 
ney, with a stiff breeze ominously increasing; and abs<dul» 
clouds of wild geese, winging it away sou^^ splitting tiie 
air with their screame,. the wind and noise of their wingB 
reaching us perceptibly as they passed, settled in myriads 
over the plains, and kept up a strain of incessant i^irieks, 
as they flapped out of the way of the elks and wild caitdfi 
in moving over the pasturage, to which they imparted a 
strange and unique aspect, with their long thin neeks 
moving in the midst of the waving herbage, contrasting 
softly with its verdant hue. They are precisely of the same 
genus as those peculiar to our own islands ; and, not be^^ 
driven as yet by the progress of settlement to seek for sus- 
tenance on the coast, are free &om the fishy flavour whioh 
excludes our wild goose from epicurean destruction. They 
attain a plumpness and rotundity of body fully eqiud to the 
largest barn-fed fowl, while they are so tame, horn b^Bg 
unused to interruption, that they can be shot with a little 
revolver. The wUd ducks, hkewise, are devoid of af^parok 
hension, and sail past you, as you sit on the bank <rf the 
river, with as much confidence and fioTu^alance as the Weafe* 
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Old pets in St. { James's Park. Of those there are con- 
siderable Yarietie|s. Besides the duck and mallard, teal and 
vidgeon, identicfal with the Briti^ &mily, there is a rather 
curious species j called the " tree duck," from its habit of 
perching on brpinches, and laying and hatching its eggs in 
the hollow forlks of trees ; and two or three other unchris- 
tened tribes, oiae as piebald as the magpie, the other per- 
fectly white. rThe flesh of the latter is soft cmd tasteless, 
and their skint so exceedingly flimsy, thai; it is impossible 
to pluck them without tearing it to atoms. , 

Sitting one fine Sunday afternoon on the banks of the 
Saonmentoi the varieties were pointed out saad. described 
to me by tl^ unfortunate Mr. Colville, who was murdered 
i^berwards. » While proceeding through the catalogue, he 
pointed up, saying, "And here we have tree dackB,**us a 
brace of bitds skimmed closely over our heads. "You 
must be more accurate," I said jokingly, " if I am to chro- 
nicle all yowr descriptions." " But I am quite correct," he 
replied, "I appeal to Mr. MansMdt; and thene sit the 
pair on yoader tree," "Ay, but where is the third one?" 
aaid I. ** I made no allusion to a third one. " Then both 
my eyes and ears are at fault; for that is precisely what 
e&nstitutes our apperi. You exclaimed, * There go three 
4udEB,' while I could only count two." On which they both 
torstinto a fit of laughter, that was e2q)lauied by a, descrip- 
tion of the peculiarities of those web-footed roosters. 

The country continued to exhibit the same appearances 
e£ fertility, but without any picturesque featnros to vary 
the sameness or chann the capricious eye, as it expanded 
^over an oc^m of waving grass, extendmg &om the river 
«dge to ihe nrountain base, unless it was the animal Hfe 
wiQi which it was studded. We passed by several places 
where nj^ure seemed to invite the emigrant, from tfceir 
peculiar suitaMeness for settlement; the river getting em- 
bayed at those points into what are termed sloughs, ex- 
t^iding for miles inwards, affording grazing and domestic 
conveniences that will not, under the present order of 
things^ continue to be long neglected. I observed a 
marked difference in the charact^ of the herbage in those 
unsettled localities as compared with that around the 
Tittious ranches; where the feeding is more regular and 
continuous, showing that the constant browsing brings a 
thicker skin upon the soil. The close crop^^as it^gyows 
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up in the early spring, forming a perfect jsheltering shade, 
effectuallj protects the earth from the }par£^ing, baking 
effects of the sun, and enables it to retiun its^ moisture, 
which it yields gradually to the natural cr^n^g^ of vegete- 
tion instead of &e thirsty demands of evaporation; where- 
as the natural grass and wild barley (as woikld be the case 
in a greater degree with cultivated crops) grow so rank 
and sparsely that, ere they stool and spreiid out, the hot 
seascm arrives, cakes and cracks the exposi'^d soU, evapo- 
rating the material essence of fertility, absor|)iiig the veiy 
pabulum of vegetation, and leaving the bt^refk crop to 
sicken and wither prematurely. Thus it wa 3, In coming 
up in the autumn, herbage powdered into ;3niiff in the 
imsettled districts, while around the few scattered ranches 
it retained a degree of verdure and succulence upMiO a very 
late period of the season; affording, in my humbl^opinion, 
a demonstrative proof that without irrigation agiicultare 
can never be successfully followed in that coimtry.- 

We arrived at noon at a Mr. Williams's ranche, a late 
purchase, where recent improvements, superadded to m<»e 
antique erections, gave it quite an extensive appearance. 
It was one of those "few and far between" establishments 
originally founded either by the early Spanish settlers, 
the emigrants I have alluded to in a previous diapter, or 
by Europeans, principally British, thinly but surprisingly 
scattered over the country, long, long before even Captain 
Sutter dreamt of fixing his abode there. Some of those 
came seawards, cast away upon the coast, as they told me; 
others worked their way upland from the Mexican mines, 
intermarrying, and getting portions of land, with m^nbos 
of Spanish families that came to the country imder the 
auspices of empresariosy* many of whom neglected comply- 
ing with the formalities of the colonisation laws of the 
government; or, getting direct grants from the govemcHrs, 
heedlessly omitted procuring the ratification of their titles, 
from the listless habits acquired by association; living in a 
sunny clime, surrendered to sensual enjoyments, and never 
once harbouring an idea that internal poUcy or foreign in- 
terference would call those unauthenticated docum^its ia 

* Empresarioi were, properly speaking,^ contractors, who stipoUted 
for an absolute concession of large tracts of territory, proportioned in 
extent to the number of families they undertook to carry with them as 
permanent settlers in the new country. 
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er the late conquest Then, in the deli- 
lious demand foi* land, most of them sold out to Americau 
speculators, wh», in their rash eagerness to hecome pos- 
^ssed of Hie property, and their ignorance of Spanish law 
and language, concluded and consummated bargains with- 
out becoming /cognisant 6f the invalidity of the convey- 
ances; purchasing also from Spaniards similarly circum- 
stanced, and rfom the incumbents of missions, who avowed 
that the absolute property vested in them, being uncondi- 
tionally -fifraMed, not only for ecclesiastical uses, but as a 
reward for tfceir labours in promoting the colonisation of 
the country i an assertion which had a colourable authen- 
ticity about! it, from the well4mown policy of Spain in 
invariably jbstablishing missions in remote provinces as 
instruments of their colonial system, making them the 
precursors 6f the more extensive emigration. Thus, in an 
incredibly i?5hort space of time, a vast quantity of lands 
changed hands; those with imperfect tides, as might na- 
turally be texpected, taking the lead in the transfers: the 
parsons in possession not exacting the most extreme terms 
m. their anfxiety to dispose of their insecure tenures. 

But when the actual state of affairs came to be disclosed, 
ft high feverish excitement ensued, that threatened to con- 
cert the meek sheepskins into a sea of trouble, and a very 
angry and tempestuous one, too; more pai-tieularly as news; 
aorrived that the United States Government had come to the-. 
iBsolution of reco^ising and respecting all Spanish and 
Mexican grants, duly fulfilled and properly executed, be- 
fore the conquest, and of treating as waste paper all those 
imperfect titles above alluded to. They sent out, for the 
purpose of discriminating, a special agent, in the person of 
William Carey Jones, a gentleman, as I understand, emi- 
nently qualified, from his professional attainments, for dis- 
charging the duties of the arduous office; who, after a most 
strict and patient inquiry into all the Spanish and Mexican 
laws and precedents touching the subject, a^d a most rigid 
search amongst the archives and records of the late govern- 
ment, has compiled a clear and concise report, which exhi- 
bits the matter in aU its bearings, divested of doubt or 
mystification. 

With regard to the grants to individuals and empresarios,. 
he states: — "All grants of land made in California (except 
pueblo, or village lots, and except some grants nordiof^^ 
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Bay of San Fra&cisco, as will be hei>eafte#noticed), SBbse^ 
qiANit to the independence of Mexico, an(ft after the estab* 
lishment of that goyemment in OalifomiaL were made bj 
the diflferent political governors. The giW mt^rity ^ 
them were made subsequent to Jamiaiy» 1 ^2, aad eonse* 
quently under the Mexican Colonisation JJpw of ISth of 
August, 18^4, and l^e government regulati<f>ns adopted iq 
pursuance of the law, dated 21st of Novem^r, 1828. In 
January, 1832, General Jose Figueroa becanJto governor <rf 
the then territory of C^ifomia, under a c^mrfnisfaon from 
the government at Mexico, replacing Yictoriffi, who, afte 
having the year before displaced Eehandrea, was himself 
dadven out by a revolution. The installation ei Figueroa 
restored quiet after ten years of civil commotion, a^d was 
at a time vrheaa. Mexico was making vigorous eJEorts to re* 
duce and populate her distant territories, aiid c^pnsequai^y 
granting lands on a liberal scale. In the acti of 1824, a 
league square (being nearly four thousand foLir kundieil 
and twenty-eight and a-half acres) is the smallest measiOS' 
ment of rural property spoken of; and of these leagveB 
square, eleven (or nearly fifty ^ousand acres) m^t be 
conceded in a gnunt to a single individual. By this law, 
the itates composing the fe(kration weire autho>jrised to 
make specif provision for colonisation within their respeo- 
tive limits, and the colonisation of the territories 'Gtm- 
formably to the prineiples of the law,' charged xKp&Oi the 
octstral government. Califonua was of the latter descrip- 
tion, being desigimted a territCHry in the Ada Congtihttim 
oi the Mexic^a federation, iadoptdd 31st of Januarys 1824, 
and by the constitution adopted 4th of Oetobec same y«ar.* 
The colonisation of Oaliloxfiia, and the ^an^kig of kadf 
tiierein^ was, tiberefoie, subseqitenb to the law of 18th «f 
August, 1824, under the directHm and control of the cental 
gsvemmeat. That government, as already stated, gM« » 
guiatmns for the same 21st of Nov^aiiber, 1828. 

"The directions were very aknple. They gave tii« 
government o£ the tenitories the exclusive r^t aiid ^ 
culty of making grants within the terms of ikite law; tiiit 

* The political condition of California was changed hy the constitu- 
tion of the 29ih of December, and the act for the division of tke repoMie 
iRta ^g^tartmevta, of t^ 30th of December, 1830. The two Gatifbraias 
then b^ame a department, the confederation being broken up, and the 
states reduced to departments. The same colon»ation system, how- 
-ev«r, seems to have continued in California. 
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is, to the extent ^f eleven leagues, or sitios, to individuals, 
and colonisation grants (more properly contracts), that is, 
grants of larger tracts, to empresarios, or persons "who should 
undertake, for a consideration in land, to bring families to 
the country for the purposes of colonisation. Grants of the 
first description, that is, to families or single persons, and 
not exceeding eleven sitios, were * not to be held definitively 
v«iid until sanctioned by the territorial deputation' Those 
of l3ie second class, lliat is the empresarioy or colonisation 
grants (or contracts), required a like sanction from the sur 
preme government. In case the concurrence of the depu- 
tation was refused to a grant of the first-mentioned class, . 
Ae governor should appeal in favour of the grantee fix>m 
tiie assembly to the supreme government. 

** The * first inception' (rf the claim, pursuant to the regu- 
lations, and as practised in California, was a petition to fiie 
governor praying for the grant, specifying usually the 
quantity of land asked,, and designating its position, with 
some descriptive object or boundary, and also stating the 
age, country, and vocation of the petitioner. Sometimes, 
also (generally at the commencement of the system), a rude 
map or plan of the required grant, showing its shape and 
position with reference to other tracts or natural objects, 
was presented witii the petition. This practice, however, 
was gradually disused, and few of the grants made in late 
years have any other than a verbal description. 

** The next step was usually a reference of the petition 
made in the margin by tiie governor to the prefect of the 
district, or other near local oflficer, where liie land peti- 
Honed lor was situate, to know if it was vacant, and could 
be granted without injury to third persons or the public, 
and sometimes to know if liie petitioner's account of him- 
self was correct The reply (mforme) of the prefect, or 
other oflBcer, was written upon or attached to the petition, 
ajftd the whole returned to the governor. The reply being 
satisfactory, liie governor then issued the grant in form. 
On its receipt, or before (often before the petition even), 
tile party went into possession. It was not unfrequent, of 
late years, to omit the formality of sending the petition to 
tiie local authorities, and it was never necessary if tlie 
governor already possessed the requisite information con- 
cerning the land and the parties. Again: it sometimes 
happened that the reply of the local authorities was not 
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explicit, or that third persons intervenel, and the grant 
was thus for some time delayed. With these quali&eations, 
and covering the great majority of cases, the practice may 
be said to have been — ^first, the petition; second, the refer- 
ence to the prefect or alcalde; third, his report, or injormej, 
fourth, the grant from the governor. 

" The originals of the petition and infonne, and any other 
preliminary papers in the case, were filed by the secretary 
in the government archives, and^with them a copy (the ori- 
ginal being delivered to the grantee) of the grant, the whole 
attached so as to form one document (entided, collectively, 
* expediente'J, During the governorship of Figueroa and 
some of his successors (tJiat is, from the 22nd of May» 
1833, to the 9th of May, 1836) the grants were likewise 
recorded in a book kept for thfit purpose, as prescribed in 
the regulations above referred to, in the archives. Subse^ 
quent to that time there was no record, but a brief memo- 
raudum of the grant, the expediente still filed. Grants wera 
also sometimes registered in the office of the prefect of the 
district where the lands lay; but the practice was not con^ 
stant, nor the record generally in a permanent form. 

** The next and final step in the title was the approval of 
the grant by the territorial deputation (that is, die local 
legislature afterwards, when the territory was created into 
a department, called the ' Departmental Assembly'). F(mc 
this piupose it was the governor's office to communicate 
the fact of the grant, and all information concerning it,- to 
the assembly. It was here referred to a committee, some- 
times called a Committee on Vacant Lands (sometimes on 
Agriculture), who reported at a subsequent sitting. The 
approval was seldom refused ; bul there are numercnu Wr 
stances where the governor omitted to communicate the grtml 
to the asseinhly^ and it consequently remained unacted on. The 
approval of flie assembly obtained, it was usual for the se- 
cretary to deliver to the gi'antee, on application, a certificate 
of the fact; but no other record or registration of it wa& 
kept than the written proceedings of the assembly. There 
are, no doubt ^ several instances wJiere the approval waSy inpoirU 
of fact, obtained, but no certificate applied for; and as the jour- 
nals of the assembly, now remaining in the archives, are 
very imperfect, it can hardly be doubted that many granU 
have received the approval of the assembly, but no record 
of the fact now exists. Many grants were passed upon and 
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approved by the assembly, in the winter and spring of 1846, 
as I discovered by the loose memoranda, apparently made 
by the clerk of the assembly for future entry, and referring 
to the grants by their numbers, sometimes a dozen or 
more on a single small piece of paper, but of which I 
could find no other record. 

" There were not, so far as I could learn, any regular 
surveys made of grants in California up to the time of the 
cessation of the former government; there was no public 
or authorised surveyor in the country. The grant usually 
contained a direction that the grantee should receive judi- 
cial possession of the land *from the proper magistrate' 
(lu^ally the nearest alcalde), in virtue of the grant, and 
tiiat tilie boundaries of the tract should then be designated 
by the fonctionary witb ' suitable landmarks.' But this in- 
junction was usually complied with only by procuring the 
attendance of the magistrate, to give judicial possession, 
according to the verbal description contained in the grant. 
Some of the old grants have been subsequently surveyed 
by an officer appointed for that purpose by the governor. 
1 did not see any official record of such surveys, or under- 
stand there was any. The perfecting of the title I suppose 
to have been accomplished when the grant received tk^ con- 
currence of the assembly; all provisions of the law, and of the 
colonisation regulations of the supreme government, pi'e-requisite» 
to the title, being ^definitively valid,' ^having been fulfilled* 
These, I think, must be counted complete titles." 

As to Mission property, Mr. Jones labours to show by 
law, practice, and precedent, that the missionaries had no 
power to sell or assign; proving that those establishments- 
were subject to be secularised at will, reverting to or vest- 
ing in the sovereign or supreme government: mus opening 
all those sales or assignments, and leaving the purchasers 
either at the mercy of the American Government, or to 
look to those astute parties to whom they paid over the 
purchase-money. He says — 

" I took much pains, both in California and Mexico, to 
assure myself of the situation, in a legal and proprietary 
point of view, of the former great establishments known 
as the Missions of California. It had been supposed that 
the lands they occupied were grants, held as the property 
of the Church, or of the Mission establishments as cor- 
porations. Such, however, was not the case. All the 
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MissioBB UL Upper CaUfomia were eslabUi^ed tinc^ Ihe 
direction, and mainLy at the «xpeBde, of tlie gOT^mmeut; 
and the missiofiaries there nervier had aay other rights than 
to the ocenpation and use ^ the laads lar misaknary puf- 
poses, and at the pleasure of the gOTemm^it. This is 
shown by the history and principles of their fanndatioii, 
by the laws in relation to them, by the ^^onstant ]»aetice of 
the govenunent tow^ds them; ami, in £ftet, by the roles oi 
the Franeisean order, whkh forbid its members to possess 
property.* 

'*■ It was the ^istom throu^iout New Spain (aikL oi^ar 
parts of the Spanish colonies also) to secularise or to suh^ 
Tert the Mission establishments, at the discretion of the 
raling p<^itical fuDcticmary; and this not as an act of ar- 
bkrary power, but in the exercise of an acknowledged 
ownership and authority. The ^reat establishments of 
Sonera, I have be«a told, were divided between ^e white 
seitl^oaents and settlements of the Indian pupils, or neo- 
phytes of the establishments. In Texas, the Misn<»s 
were faitoken up and the Indians dispersed, and tte lands 
hftve been granted to \^te settiers. In New Mexico, I 
am led to suppose, ih& Indian pupils of the Missions, ^ 
their descendants, still in great pmrt oocnpy the old ^tL 
l^hments; add other parts axe occupied by white aettlacs, 
in virtue of grants or sales. Their iHidii^uted exercise of 
this mithority ov^ all the Mission establishments, and 
whatever property was pertinent to them, is certain. 

^' The habihty of the Missions of Uppeor Califomia to 
be thus dealt wUh at the pleasuze of die government does 
not rest only on ti^ argument to be <kawn from this con- 
stant and unifosm . practice :^ it was inherrait in their fcmn* 
dation, a condition of their establishmex^. A b^ef has 
prov)ailed, and it is so stated in all the works i have exa* 
mined which treat historically of the Missions of that 
country, that the first act which looked t» th^ seculaiisft* 
tion, and especially the first act by i^diich any antiiiocity 

* Althofigli, 80 Mr. Jones says, the Missions are bow goremed aad 
ataialstered by tiie fVanciscan ordor, thej wer«t tnunlerred to Umok 
from the Jesuits when the royal decree for abc^shing that order was 
enforced in New Spain ; hut it was the Jesuits who, under lioense from 
the Viceroy, eomiBeneed the reduction of Califomia in 1697, by the e»- 
tahiishoBent of fifteen Missions in that country. At the tiaie of the 
transfer three were suppressed, and the remainder put in charge oi the 
Franciscan monks of the College of San Fernando, in Mexico; h^ce 
•OMetfanes called FenMcnd^nos. 



DIGOIN(JS OF CALIFORNIA. 155 

was conferred on the lo<ial gOYemment for that purpose, 
or oyer their tempor^ties, was an aet of the Mexican Con* 
gress of 17th August, 1838. Such, howeyer, is not the 
case: their secularisation, their subversion, was looked for 
in tibeir foundation; and I do not perceive that the local 
authority (certainly not the supreme authority) has ever 
been wkhout thi^ lawful jurisdietion aver them, unless 
sobsequ^dt to the colonisation regulations of 21st Novem* 
ber, 1828, whidi temporarily exempted Mission lands from 
eolonisadon. I quote from a letter of * Instructions to the 
Commandant of the new establishments of San Diego and 
Monterey,' given by Viceroy Bueareli, 17th August, 1778: 
* Article 15. — When it shall hi^penthat a Mission is to be 
formed into a puel^ (or village), the commandant will 
proceed to reduce it to the civU and economical govern* 
ment which, according to the laws, is observed by other 
villages of this kingdom ; then giving it a name, and de- 
darmg for its patron the sdnt under whose memory and 
protection it was &>unded.' 

^ The right, then, to remodel these establishments at 
pleasure, and convert them^ into towns and villages, sub- 
jeet to the known policy and laws which governed settle- 
ments of tiiat des^ption, we see was a principle of their 
foundation. Artiaeks 7 and 10 of the same 'Letter of 
Instructions' show us also that it was a part of the (dan of 
the Missioeas that their condition should be thus changed; 
that they were regarded only as the nuclei and bases of 
communities, to be therei^r emancipated, acquire pro- 
j^rietary rights, and administer their own affairs; and tiiat 
it was the duty of the governor to choose their sites, and 
^ect the ccmstmction and arrangement of their ediikes, 
with a view to their convenient expansion inio towns and 
cities. And not only was this general revolution of the 
^fitablishments thus early contemplated and provided for, 
but mean time the governor had authority to reduce thek 
possessions by grants within and without, and to change 
their condition by detaiL The same series of instructions 
«a^<^sed the governor to grant lands, either in com- 
munity or indivMually, to the Indians of the Missions, in 
and about their settlements on the Mission lands, and 
also t& make grants to white persons. The governor was 
likewise authorised, at an early day, to msie grmits to 
soldiers who should marry Indian women trained in the 
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Missions; and the first grant (the only one I found on 
record) under this authorisation was. of a tract near i^ 
Mission edifice of Carmel, near Monterey. The authori* 
sation given to the captains of presidios to grant lands 
within two leagues of their posts, expressly restrains them 
within that distance, so as to leave the territory beyond, 
though all beyond was nominally attached to one or other 
of the Missions, at the disposition of the superior guar- 
dians of royal property. In brief, every fact, and every act 
of government and principle of law applicable to the case 
which I have met in this investigation, go to show that 
the Missions of Upper California were never from the 
first reckoned other than government establishments, or 
the founding of them to work any change in the owner- 
ship of the soil, which continued in, and at the disposal 
of, the crown or its representatives. This position wafc 
also confirmed, if it had needed confirmation, by the 
opinions of high legal and official authorities in Mexiea 
The Missions, speaking collectively of priests and pupils, 
had the usufruct, the priests the administration of it; the 
whole resumable, or otherwise disposable, at the will of the 
crown or its representatives." 4 

Mr. Jones's attention was also specially directed to in- 
quire as to whether, in any of the alleged grants, or all 
grants in- general (imder the Mexican Government), or in 
California in particular, there were not reservations as to 
mines of gold, silver, quicksilver, and other minerals; but 
it appears that the Mexican laws regulating colonisation 
do not enjoin any such reservation in their grants, nor wag 
there any such contained in the few bond fide documents 
that came imder his inspection. After an able and lucid 
review of Spanish and Mexican law, and practices regnl» 
ting and bearing on colonisation, he thus concludes : — 
. "Having met, sir, as far as in my power, the severed 
inquiries set forth in the letter of instructions you were 
pleased to honour me with, my attention was turned, as 
fer as they were not already answered, to the more detailed 
points of examination furnished me, with your appro- 
bation, by the Commissioner of Public Lands. The very 
minute information contemplated by those instructions it 
would have been impossible, as you justly anticipated, to 
obtain in the irregular and confused state of the archives 
and courts of record. My examination, moreover, was so^ 
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Solent to show me that such mmute and exact informa- 
tion, on many of the heads proposed, is not attainable at 
all, and that ^e only mode of approximating to it must be 
through such measures as will produce a general registra- 
tion of written titles, and verbal proof of possession where 
titles are wanting, followed or accompanied by a general 
isurrey: by such means only can an approximation be made 
to the minute information sought, of the character, ex- 
tent, position, and date, particularly of the old grants of 
Cahfomia. 

** The grants in Califomia, I am bound to say, are 
mostly perfect titles: that is, the holders possess their 
property by titles that under the law that created them 
w«re equivalent to patents from our government; and 
those which are not perfect, that is, which lack some 
formality, or evidence of completeness, have the same 
equity as those which are perfect, and were and would 
have been equally respected under the government which 
has passed away. Of course I allude to grants made in 
good faith, and not to simulated grants, if there be any 
such issued, since the persons who make them cease from 
tl^eir functions in that respect. 

" I think the state of land titles in that country will allow 
the public lands to be ascertained, and the private lands 
set apart by judicious measures, with little difficulty. Any 
measure calculated to discredit, or cause to be distrusted, 
the general character of titles there, besides the alarm 
and anxiety which it would create amongst the ancient 
population and present holders of property y would, I beUeve, 
also retard the substantial improvement of that coimtry. 
A title discredited is not destroyed, but every one is afraid 
to touch it, or, at all events, to invest labour and money in 
improvements that rest on a suspected tenure; the holder 
is afraid to improve, and others are afraid to purchase; or 
if they do purchase at the discredited value, are willing only 
to make inconsiderable investments in it. The pressure of 
population and the force of circumstances will soon operate 
to break up the existing large tracts into farms of sudi 
extent as the nature of the country will allow of and the 
wants of the community require; and this under circum^ 
stances, and with such assurance of tenure, as will warrant 
those substantial improvements that the thrift and pros- 
perity of the coimtry in other respects imdte.^^ ^ 
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*' I think ihe ri^ts of the goremment will be fiilty 
secured, and the interests and permanent proi^ieritT' <^ all 
classes in that coontry best consulted, by no oiher m^tuwre 
im ndation to private propirtif than an anthorised survey, 
mceoiding to die grants, -where the grants are n»>dem, «r 
siBce the aceesnon of the Mexican government, reserving 
the overplus, or, according to ancient possesuon, vk»:« it 
dates from ^e time of ihe Spani^ govemment, and the 
written evidence of the grant is lost, or does not affcnrd 
data for survey. But providing that in any case w)iere, 
from the opinion of the proper law officer, or agent of the 
government in the state, or from information in any way 
received, there may be reason to si:^pose a grant inTalid, 
the government (or a propar o^&cer of it) may direct a suit 
to be instituted for its annulment" 

The importance of the subject mnst be my excuse for 
quoting so freely frxxn this report, which, while it appears 
to txeat the matter in a spirit of candour and impartiality, 
is replete with internal evidence that it was framed at onee 
with a view of rdieving government from a delicate and 
difficult dilemma, by suggestive expedients of a Biild and 
temporising character, and of annihilating the pretennons 
of missionary grants, which claim to be so mun^ous and 
extensive, dealing with them in a special pleading and 
black-letter temper that foreshadows the cbom of c^nrdi 
property in California; the alienation of which, independent 
of sectarian prejudices, would be a Mg^ily popular jneaaore 
amongst Americans in their rapacious greed for land in die 
new territory. The diffusion of the report, indicating as it 
does, the course government is likely to pursoe, has already 
had the effect of "oil on the troubled waters," allaying the 
violent feeling that existed amongst the land and lot spe- 
culators — a much more numerous class than could at &Bt 
have been imagined, multiplied prodigiously by the myriacte 
of town-lot purchasers in the seveiul towns and cities 
started throughout the country, who, in the bitterness of 
H^r apprehension, openly avowed their determination of 
fomenting and joining in a counter-revolution rathar than 
have their properties, for which they had paid so deaify, 
wrested from ^em. There is no danger, however, that 
SMtters will come to violent extremities ; for, independ«i% 
<>f the troublous consequences that would result fmrn a 
strict and stem line of procednrCr it woidd dealji firtal hUiw 
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at tiiat indomitable spirit of enterprise, so distiiigtiidiing a 
doiameteristic of the nation, which in the short space of two 
greats, has Teared up a great commercial territory o» tke 
silent and un^equ^nted shores of tl^ Northern PlEudBe, 
grnng birdi to a city witliout a parallel in ancienit or modem 
times; springing, as it were, from the boeom of theyolcmie 
mountains which constitute its marvellous wealth, com- 
pletely accoutred in Khe foH panoply of trade, cotnmerce, 
and science. In such a ease a wise goyemment ca& aflbfd 
to make lai^e compromises tsad concesi^ons, rather than 
crush and ruin a large community, who made their inyeet- 
inent& in good faith, and who deserve so weil of the pacent 
eoimtry for their unpreced^ated en^gy and perseveraiice. 
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There was great hnstle about Mr. Williams's, ranc^ wtat 
with the easing of waggon <»)inpanies and paekmen, and 
the amyal of small launches. An active trade was ^oing 
on in hi^ing^ selUi^, and cxchflugijag mideS). hoarses, and 
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oxen, and a lively bibulous business in the alcoholic line; 
but our favourite beverage was not to be had for " love or 
money," ^ere being no dairy. The calves were permitted 
to run with ihe cows, so that we were reluctantly obliged 
to return to our old fare. The afternoon became exceed- 
ingly cold, the wind increasing to a furious gale, spitting 
sleet so bitterly that we could not have faced it only that 
we were proceeding in excellent shelter along the river 
skirting, which was not altogether without its drawbacks; 
for now and then a dozed and rotten limb, fractured by the 
gale, would come smashing down amongst the branches, to 
our imminent risk. However, we managed to go on toler- 
ably well unt\l we came to what is called the " Sycamore 
Slough:" a gut of stUl water, connecting the river with a 
lagune, which extends the greater part of the distance back 
to ^e moimtains, expanding considerably in some places, 
but never attaining a great depth. It is thinly fringed for 
a short distance by ^e timber from which it takes its 
name, the remainder of its shores being low marshy 
swamps, covered with tule. 

In summer you can follow in the trail by the river edge, 
but it was now so deep that we were forced to diverge, and 
travel ilp along it for several miles, the catde constantly 
miring, the waggon-wheels working the entire way up to 
the axles in mud. Still we struggled on till night, iii ex- 
pectation of reaching some spot that would afford a little 
feeding, but we were not so fortunate, a mud-hole arresting 
our progress in the worst and most inhospitable part of 
the marsh, where the state of the ground would not admit 
of the pitching of a tent. To add to our discomfort, we 
were without an atom of firewood, and the wind and sleet 
were driving amongst us with most chilling effect. There 
was no shift but to chain our exhausted animals to lihe 
waggon-wheels, otherwise they would stray back in search 
of grass and shelter. We ourselves were obliged to put 
up with the cold comfort of a raw pork supper, and a 
night's repose, cramped and huddled up in a sitting pos- 
ture in the waggons. 

The morning opened with a fierce hail-storm. The rain 
that had fsdlen during the night rendered the ground so 
soft that, with oin: starved and half-famished animals, it 
appeared a hopeless expectation to think of moving; nor 
could we budge an inch luxtil we cqmpletdj^emptied the 
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waggons, carrying the contents on our backs about three 
miles, to where iSie crossing was practicable, and then re- 
turning and assisting the oxen. When we got them as 
far as the crossing, we gave them a rest, while* we again 
shouldered our loads, and waded, waist-deep, with empty 
stomachs, over the lagune, which was about five hundred 
yards wide, the water intensely cold, and the sleet so 
penetrating that, by the time we returned, we were in a 
chattering, if not a communicative mood. However, move 
forward we must, prefacing the attempt by cutting down 
numerous bundles of tide, and strewing it thickly the 
entire breadth of the waggon trail, to form a foot-road for 
the oxen, as well as one for the wheels ; but, after several 
ineffectual trials, we had to imyoke the animals, finding 
it altogether impossible to get them to pull evenly and 
simultaneously; for by the time one yoke got on tolerably 
cfirm footing, those behind or befor^ them would be floun- 
dering belly-deep in the mire. We even had great diffi- 
culty in getting them singly, and unattached, as far as the 
water, but there our chief trouble ended, as the bottom of 
the lagune was comparatively firm, enabling them to ford 
it without an accident. We had a long and laborious job 
in getting over the waggons by hand; but the hauling 
and spoking had one good effect: that of quickening and 
warming the circulation, which was checked and almost 
frozen up by the cold and exposure. Fortunately the land 
on the opposite side was more elevated; so we put in our 
teams again, and reached a good camping spot early in the 
evening, where we amply indemnified ourselves for our 
late privations. 

Soon after, in the early part of the night, we wer© 
aroused by tibe lowing and bellowing of wild cattle, which 
is easily distinguishable fi-om that of the American breed; 
and as we offered no interruption, they kept approxima- 
ting, attracted by the strange oxen, until, by the tumult; 
we began to fear they might trample down our tents. 
However, a few shots fired in the air, that we might not 
cripple any of our own in the dark, sent them scampering 
off in wild confusion ; but when morning d|wned we dis- 
covered, to our dismay, that they had carried off in their 
retreat all our steers, notwithstanding the fatigues and 
sufferings of the two previous days. Their tracks showed 
the direction they took; but to the view, bounded only by 
the horizon, there was no appearance of thdlrivhereabouts. 

L 
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Ose course alone remained to pursue: to fblk>w up the 
footmarks, which we did for about five or six miles, when 
a dark streak, about an equ^d distance ahead, discoyered 
the herd we were in quest of, numbering at l^ust one thou- 
, sand head, including calves and yearlings. They per^ 
mitted us to come close enough to see that our cattle were 
amongst Ihem, but how to disconnect them was the qiKS- 
tion; for whenever we attempted closing on them, the 
wild catde broke away in a burst, outstripping in fleetness 
our heavy, Imnbcring beasts, which, however, nungled 
with them again as soon as they stopped. We had well 
nigh despaired of regaining them, but, as a last resource, 
divided our small party into four groups, approachii^ 
them at four opposite points, and closing cautiowdy. Tl^ 
plan, though attended with great danger, succeeded ad- 
mirably: we detached sixteen, which, I may say, surmi- 
dered at discretion, being lefik completely isolated by the 
impetuous burst the wild catde finally made, on seeing 
themselves hemmed round by our manoBuyre. We abaa* 
doned Ihe remainder as irrecoverable, dividing what we 
secured equally amongst the four waggons, for some only 
got one yoke, while others secured their entire team. 

It was too late to resume our route when we returned 
to camp, so we put the truants in chmns until momin^ 
and made a twilight start, right through the heart of tte 
piairie, our detour up the Blough having sepamted us &om 
the river: a circumstance we felt very inconvanient, even, 
«t that early period of the season; for though the ground 
was deep and marshy, we could not get a drop of water all 
day. We travelled up to a very late hour of the night be- 
fore we made the Lone Oak, a huge tree, which, stand* 
ing alone on the vast plmn, close by a pond of water, forms 
a sort oif natural tavern to the wayferer. Not faur from it a 
Mr. Harbin has what, may be properly denominated a 
dbaoght farm^ without any other permanent fixture ihxa a 
large corral, his house and head-quarters being about 
twenty miles below. As he Ihins the stock by sale cr 
slaughter, he replenishes it from the upper station, where 
he keeps imjnense herds of cattle and horses; and it so 
happened that he and his partner, a young Cali£omim, 
whose niune I forget, were then upon a draughting expe- 
pedition. I was rather surprised in ihe morning on see- 
ing a tent so contiguous under the arms of the Lcme Oak, 
from one of the branches of which was suspended an 
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entira beeve. As soon as I saw the mhai3kants of &e 
tenjt astir, I we»t over to inquire if tkere was any of the 
meat for sale, when Mr. Harbin told me " they had shot it 
for their own lise, a>nd not to sell; but as th«y had HEtcwe 
than they required, I could have what I wanted without 
any charge;" at the ssbme tidoa« marking a portkm of ihe 
best part of the hind-quarter for an Indiaxi to cut off, that 
would at least weigh one hund:red wei^t. 

After making my acknowledgments for the kiaad favour, 
I told Mr. Harbin of our mdshai), and proposed hiring' 
horses, that our men might go and hunt the remainder ci 
our cattle from the wild drove, which were then within 
view, not much over two miles away. He oMigingiy sai^ 
he would lend us hm Indians, who woujd perform ^e task 
-with much greater ce^rity, without Ihe same ris^; for ian^ 
experienced hands would be in danger not only of gettbi^ 
the horses gored, but of losing iheir own lives. I again 
giwtefully thanked him for his oiviility, aoid collected tmt 
men to follow the Indians, that we might drive the cattle 
to camp as soon as they were detached. The Califomian, 
a fine, agile, athletic yoiMig Mk)w, rode out for the mere 
fun of the thing, and certainly was more effi(ajeot than the 
whole of the Indians, who adopted somewhat similar iac- 
tics to those we ourselves had employed the day before;: 
outflanking the herd, l^y making a circle Sufficiently wide 
to prevent alarm, preconcerting that " when they got di- 
rectiy opposite us, botth infantry and cavalry ^liouid charge.*' 
As we moved down, they came with whirlwind speed, di- 
recting their course to where they coMd discern foreign 
oxen. The Califomian cattle immediately broke away with 
the swiftness of eaitelopes, leaving our steers as cleanly 
S^>arated as heavy wheat is from the chaff in a gust of 
wind. They then rode round and gathered them into a 
cluster for us, after whidh we got them home without any 
trouble. 

"We all spent the evening jovially together; and as they 
would not take any return for their services, we endea- 
voured to make some slight remuneration for favours con- 
ferred, by the production of some excellent brandy, "^ich 
we carried along with us; but next morning, as we ^\'ere 
about hitching up to proceed on our journey, my Califor- 
nian friend invited us to wait for a few hours, to see some 
sport, as he said they intended to lasso and back one of 
their finest horses. We gladly delayed to witness the sport. 
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and got a good start towards the herd, while he went to 
make his preparations. As he dashed up after ns, mounted 
on a fiery steed, divested of coat and vest, his broad som- 
brero compressed on his handsome brow, the/oc/ia* tight- 
ened round his waist, the riata\ coiled in his hancl, and a 
pair of huge spurs, with rowels large and stout enough to 
mount a small piece of ordnance, he presented a subject 
worthy of the pencil of Edwin Landseer. 

In his first charge he did not get within throwing dis- 
tance, as the destined captive, with about six others, headed 
the flight, while those fliey outstripped retarded the pur- 
suit; but when he got through the rear rank he slackened 
his pace for a few moments. The horses in advance then 
wheeled round, pufl&ng and snorting wildly fi-om their dis- 
tended nostrils, as with proudly arched necks, flowing 
manes, and extended tails, they cirquitously returned to- 
wards the main body, trotting with that grand majestic 
action which, with all our art, the trained horse can never 
be made to attain, and only faintly to imitate : their eyes 
lit up with the fire of freedom, and tossing their heads from 
side to side with an air of haughty independence. Watching 
an averse toss, our Mend, with the quickness of thought, 
made his second dash, gaining wonderfully by the opp<Mr- 
tunity and suddenness of his start, and, throwing in inid 
career, eff!ected the lasso. + He was obliged, however, to let 
go his hold, firom the rapid dart the lassoed horse made 
when the noose got over his head; but he still followed 
him at full speed, until, his pace being somewhat checked 
as he came upon the herd, his pursuer made what I can 
only compare to a dive, without dismounting, and catching 
the end of the riata, gave it a turn roimd the horn of the 
saddle,§ reining in at the same time; again giving the spurs 

* Facha is a silken saab, worn in lieu of suspenders. 

t Riata is the rope with which the operation of lassoing is effected. 

X Many people (as I was myself) were under the impression that 
**l<Mso" was the name of the instrument or cord; but the latter is called 
*• riata." Lasso is the noose at the extremity, the casting of which is 
designated "throwing the lasso." 

5 AH Californian and Mexican saddles are made with an upright 
fixture in front, about nine inches long, called a horn: either a natural 
spur of the tree, or so firmly attached that it cannot be broken off 
without tearing the saddle apart. The front of the saddle is made par- 
ticularly strong, to give stability to the horn, which is indispensable in 
lassoing wild animals, the strain being too much at times for the strongest 
arm. It is used also for slinging the rifle, or holsters, and the Wo/a, and 
18 frequently adorned with a handsome head, emblematically carved» 
and, amongst the grandees, generaUy composed of gold or silver. 
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for a spurt, and soon after reining in a^n : in fact, playing 
with his captive as an angler would with a salmon, until he 
fairly exhausted him, the noose acting all the while on the 
windpipe. The struggle was a tough one; but, in less than 
an hour from the first charge, the wild horse was a pri-* 
soner within the corral. 

There was now another rope put round the animaFs 
neck, and by means of both he was drawn up short to a 
tree that formed one of the comers of the corral; and a 
bridle, with a bit of fearful leverage, was got into his mouth 
after a hard tussle; but the saddle could not be properly 
secured until another noose was slipped round one of his 
legs and the others were then tangled in the ropes. The 
coil of the riata, in this operation, was made smaller, vnih 
one edge placed on the toes, the foot being cocked up, the 
other leaning against the shin. The man about to throw 
it kept his leg swinging, until, as the horse made either a 
kick or a high bound, he gave the foot a quick jerk and 
discharged it. The Califomian succeeded in the third 
attempt, and managed so to cramp the horse's legs that 
the saddle was adjusted and girthed up with a broad hair- 
cloth surcingle, impossible to burst from its elasticity, and 
affording the rider a place for sticking his spurs in, which, 
together with a Califomian 's skill in horsemanship, makes 
his seat next thing to a fixture. As soon as the horse was 
fully accoutred, an Indian, a sort of professional in the 
calling, was mounted, the animal humping his back and 
plunging as well as he could in the meshwork that sur- 
rounded him. As he got calmer, he was gradually extri- 
cated and led out of tbe corral, with an Indian holding 
each cheek of the bridle, and then liberated. After a few 
steps, finding the legs free, he commenced plunging in the 
most, violent manner, but was brought up after a little by 
a liberal use of the powerful bridle. He then stood stock- 
still for about half-a-minute, until ihe rider gave him a 
slight prick, when he bounded away with a mad impulse, 
every few strides making a wild jump all-fours, witii hi& 
head doubled down, and then rushing forward and kicking 
out fiercely. At one moment he appeared to have reco- 
vered complete self-control, darting off with lightning speed 
over a considerable space, but was again brought back on 
his haunches by a violent pull, when he commenced rear- 
ing, kicking, plunging, and buck-jumping without inter- 
mission for fuUy ten minutes. When at length he did 
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pause foora sheer exhaustion, we remarked the rider droop- 
ing forward, a$ if from fetigue or a strain; hat not re- 
covering himself with his usual celerity, the Califomian 
Tan up to ascertain Ihe cause, and, to his dismay, found 
Ifee unfbrtimate Indian quite dead, held in his seat by the 
spurs, some internal rupture having taken place during the 
«troggle. There was no external effusion of blood, such as 
would likely have fallowed tli« bursting of a blood-vessel 
in tiie luags, so that we were unable to decide on the im- 
mediate cause of his death. 

A. feeling of gloom and sadness at lihis fatal occurrence 
overcast us aH except the Califomian, who seemed ani- 
mated and excited by a feeling of revenge and retribntion. 
Leading the horse back to the corral, assisted by Ihe other 
Indians, he swore he would suffer the same fats or break 
liis froward temper, from which resolution all our entrea- 
ties failed to dissuade him; while, in a spirit of fair play, 
lie even took off the bridle and slackened the girth to let 
i^e wild horse recruit during the delay of an early dinner. 
This time, in accordance with a suggestion of mine, ihej 
Wtttdfoided the animal while arrangmg his caparisons, 
which, as I anticipated, ensured his passiveness: a mnch 
easier bridle, too, was substituted, asid our friend vaulted 
into the saddle wilii all the confidence of invincibility. 
The horse gave a few awkward leaps when he found him^ 
self again bestrode, and then stood extended in a sort 
0( tremble, from which even the spmrs could scarce make 
Mm move. At length he was got outside by a series of 
Bervous starts that showed the terror which possessed him. 
The Califomian (having previous^ headed him towards 
ft copse of low brush, about knee-high, which extended 
more than a mile) reached forward and pulled the shawl 
from his eyes. The bandage removed, tlie noble animal 
^^amd about for a few moments with a strained look of be- 
wilderment, and then, rearing forward, set off with a vigonr 
anabated by his previous exertions. Nor was he restrained 
in the slighest degree, but rather urged, as he tore through 
the scrub with terrific velocity, sods- and sticks flying from 
Ms heels in showers. He soon gained the open plain, and 
with head stretched forward, seemed to make fresh efforts 
to fly from beneaA his rider; but nature's energies at 
lengUi began to yield and the pace to slacken; his head 
was soon after plucked up, and his conrse directed stral^t 
towai^s where we stood, the rider hustling and s^urrmg 
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him as if At the finish of a raea Ere long the close eom< 
pact stride was changed into a spread, sprawling gallop bb 
he laboured throiigh tiie adhesive ground; and by the time 
the poor brute reached the waggons he was run to a perfect 
staiKl-still, panting and vanquished, the tame slave of Ms 
future master, no more to revel unrestrained or gambol in 
the sportive wantonness of primitive fre^om; the spaiskling 
eye, the curved crest, the elastic step of the prairie's pride 
heing thenceforward doomed to give place to the :dull, pas- 
sive comeliness and gait of a daily drudge. 

We left about one o'clo<^ with a determination of reach- 
ing 'Cash Creek, where Mr. Harbin and two other rancheros 
have establislied themselves, even though it involved the 
necessity of travelling by night to do so. The country be- 
came rolling and undulating, covered with luxuriant ver- 
dure, but saturated with moisture in the dips and leivel 
spaces. A range of bluffs rose betwixt us and the coast 
mountains, along the ridges of which elks and wild cattle 
roamed about and fed in unusual numbers, while in the 
low grounds along which we travelled the wild-geese would 
scarcely condescend to make a lane for us to pass through. 
The hahitans were all abed when we arrived; but the noise 
of our *'gee-ing" and *'wo-ing" soon brought a glimmer to 
the v^indows and a Maze to the heacth, tibat quickly awar 
kened the plea^mt mui^c of the steak-pan: sounds much 
more agreeable than would have been the piping of the 
original Pan on the occasion. Here we found milk galoue, 
butter in abundance, with elk-meat^ beef, pork, venison 
without stint, and a pair of truly pretty girls to shed a 
charm over the dii^>^isation6 : a charm cotcxistent with 
creation, as potent, as deHghtful, but cme that came u|K>n 
us with a spell akin to divinity, as their sweet and tendeor 
tones fell softly and suasxvely on ears so long attuned io 
gru£[, discordioxt voices; delidously enhancing the l^md 
and delicate attentions of female ministration, so unex- 
pectedly rendered to men almost weaned from the thoi^ghts 
of such social beatitudes. 

There were plenty of swine rooting and grunting about 
the ranches on Cash Creek, the first I saw in Califomia, 
of an excellent breed and in prime condition, though left 
entirely to their own resources. It is a matter of surprise 
that all the rancheros do not keep them, multiplying as 
they do so rapidly, and commanding so high a price ; be- 
sides which, there is a peculiar security in that kind of 
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property, as the Indians there, like the Jews, have a repug- 
nance to the use of their flesh, and, therefore, never inter- 
fere with them ; while the coyotes — ^whether it be from a 
similar disrelish or a dread of attacking them-— do not mo- 
lest them in the slightest. Not so, however, with sheep, 
which they persecute with such an insatiable rapacity, that 
very few, indeed, imdertake the trouble and risk of breed- 
ing them. Those that engage in the pursuit have Indian 
herds, who live out amongst the flocks all the time, with a 
species of sheep-dog that is littered and reared on the prai- 
rie, and never wanders from his charge in search of domes- 
tic tit-bits other than those to be had about the Indian 
herd's primitive establishment. The sheep are of a very 
inferior description, stunted in growth, with coarse wool 
and tasteless flesh; but the ram is remarkable from his 
frontal conformation, never having less than two pair of 
horns, and not unfrequently three and a balf; one pair 
standing out in the ordinary way, two curled closely along 
the jaws and side of the head; the odd one, like that 
assigned to the unicorn, jutting from the centre of the fore- 
head. 

The plains about Cash Creek are vastly extensive, plea- 
santly wooded, and offer a fine field for settlement, but are 
subject to that dropsical endemic that mars systematic or 
extensive cultivation. The trail from this point was very 
bad, and our progress not much above a snail's pace, fit)m 
the depth to which our wheels sunk in the miry soil, even 
though we selected the highest lines, irrespective of direc- 
tion. We struck the Sacramento again near the mouth of 
Cash Creek, where commence the encampments of wood- 
choppers, who continue in an almost unbroken line all the 
way down to the city, all actively employed. The heavy 
timber makes fine lumber; the lighter limbs and branches 
are used as firewood, which they get to market in rafts.* 
The former commands a profitable price at the saw-miUs 
below; a circumstance which has induced many of the 
emigrants from the western states, frontier-men, and ne- 

* A new era in rafting has arisen with the other wonders of Califor- 
nia: rafts being now constructed on Colombia Biver, Oregon, sent out 
to sea, and towed by sailing-vessels along the coast to Francisco; the 
first time such an experiment ever was attempted on the open ocean. 
Should it come on to dIow, the tow-line is passed forward, and the ves- 
sel hove-to during the gale, riding as comfortably behind a raft as she 
would to leeward of a breakwater. It should be observed, however, that 
the prevailing winds there are from the north to north-west, and con- 
sequently favourable for the entu'e passage. 
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eessarily familiar with the axe, to go into the chopping 
business along Feather Kiver and the Juba: the first thing 
that tended to reduce the exorbitant rates of liunber. Ve- 
getation, though we were proceeding south, was much more 
backward than above, as the land, more depressed in level 
than the river, was longer submerged, great tracts being 
Still under water- 

We now began to meet numerous carcasses of oxen and 
mules, drowned in the winter floods; but our last day's 
journey displayed a spectacle unequalled in character: our 
route, for many miles, being a perfect labyrinth through 
the rotting remains of cattle, which emitted a putrid stench 
that almost made the atmosphere palpable with the sicken- 
mg abominations, and must have rendered those fertile dis- 
tricts valueless during the ensuing season for either hay or 
pasture. The carcasses were those of the animals employed 
in the late emigration, which, worn down and enfeebled by 
the dreadful fatigues of the journey, were sent on arrival 
to the most contiguous pasture, and, in their weak con- 
dition, were soon engulfed in the swelling waters. 

I have already twice noticed the city of Sacramento, and 
yet I must be pardoned for again saying a few words on its 
wonderful increase in size and improvement, both in ap- 
pearance and reality. Streams of busy life flowed where I 
left filthy suburbs; the old streets were elongated, the twa 
principal ones, which run parallel, being connected, at re- 
gular and convenient intervals, with cross streets laid out 
with great regularity, and that fronting the river extending^ 
north and south the Ml length of the long line of shipping, 
while innumerable growing thoroughfares were indicated 
by the scattered houses that stood at intervals along their 
margins. All the gossamer edifices of which the city was 
composed when I left it in the fall had vanished before 
the frowns of winter, like so many gaudy butterflies, mak- 
ing room for handsome, substantial lumber buildings, 
fiiroly put together, relieved by light balconies, tastefully 
constructed, with fanciful balustrades, supported on neatly 
carved brackets and covered with decorative verandahs ; or- 
namental tracery mouldings twining round the windows 
and underneath the projecting barges, altogether confer- 
ring a graceful and picturesque appearance to the whole. 
The buildings are raised on piles, intended to be suffi- 
ciently elevated to place them above the level of the floods ; 
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but the very highest were reached by the late ixKandatkmSy 
which converted the streets into canals, too deep either £<»: 
wading or riding; so that, during its oontinuanee, as in 
Venice, all communication was by means of boats; with- 
out, however, a dry spot to form a " Kialto" where xaer- 
chants could "congregate." 

Although the waters had subsided to their ordinarj 
seasonal level before my arrival, large pools remained un- 
absorbed in various places, into which all the floating filth 
had receded, and now, reeking witli foetid odours, they pre- 
sented objects most repugnant to the sight. Many of t^se 
pools were underneath the houses, serving as receptacles 
for tiie slops of the families, without a di^ee of drainage, 
from the position of the city. Such an absence of sani- 
tary arrangements must be highly prejudicial to the health 
of the inhabitants, who, nevertheless, boldly maintain that 
the absorption and evaporation are so great, that they sur 
persede the necessity of sewerage : an opinion I wiU not 
stay to combat beyond the extent of its p^:^onal effects, 
having been merely a bird of passage. 

The read^ will remember that I recorded tlie particu- 
lars of di.fete that todk place the previous fall, an the open- 
ing of the first hotel, conducted according to the usages and 
requirements of civilised life ; but betwixt September, 1849, 
and February, 185 Q, no less a number than seventeai of 
a similar class, together with others of humbler preten- 
sions, had sprung up, and were doing a good business: a 
circumstance calculated to demonstrate the marvellous 
march of enterprise, intercourse, and settlement in Cali- 
fomia. I put up at the City Hotel, from a feeling that mj 
participation in the opening feast constituted a claim cm 
my patronage; and everything, I must say, was well cijaa- 
ducted, except the attendance in the dormitory departmait* 
Here the visitor was obliged to be contented with the 
chance accommodation, which was most unequally distri- 
buted, and to keep a sharp look-out that some more 
neglected and unceremonious neighbour did not invade 
his cell, carrying off water, towel, basin, brushes : that he 
did not, in fact, "leave not a wreck behind." The wantef 
lime leads to a dreadful nuisance, in the fubcilities thus af- 
forded to those odious vermin, rats and mice, in secreting 
and disporting themselves. In the absence of mortar and 
putty, ceilings and firamed partitions are ^vered with a 
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strong gray calico, over which they gallop with a noise 
that at first is perfectly startling, and always annoying. 
My first night on a regular hed, in a close pent-up room, 
After the nomadic life I had been leading, was far from 
being one of repose. The compound atmosphere of fumes 
and exhalations was such a stranger to my lungs, that my 
respiration was qxiick and irregular, whik the incessant 
tumult of my new neighbours was so perfectly distracting, 
that when a feverish doze did once Imppen to close my 
eyelids, I started up frantically, under the impression that 
I was nailed up in a coffin, and impatient rats running 
over the lid in search of an aperture to get at their fa- 
vourite repast 

i must not omit noticing how gambling-houses increased 
in about the same ratio as hotels, exhibiting di© usual se- 
-^ence of demand and supply. The augmented number 
of traveEers, indicated by the multiplication of hotels, 
requiring an additional area for recreation, had new pan- 
demoniums fitted up for their accommodation. In vain, 
however, I looked over the roofs of the city for some 
«mbiem of religion; some external evidence of Christian- 
ity; some stately steeple or tapering spire rearing its hal- 
lowed head amidst fhis crowd of worldly edifices; some 
house or tent where ** two or three might gather together 
in the Lord^a name." No such place existed in Sacramento, 
n^or was there a regtdar clergyman of any creed within its 
precincts; yet zealous missionaries penetrate with hope 
amongst the most savage Indians. Let me ask, was it ab- 
sokite despair that caused them to shun those Christian- 
is©d children of Mammon? The press, whose duty it 
Aould be to correct and' improve this state of society, was, 
I xegret to say, sadly wanting in that high moral duty; for, 
iaostead of wielding its scourge with the chastening sin- 
cerity of an honest reformer, it winked at and indirectly 
encouraged the leviathan vice, which sheltered every other 
species of depravity beneath its infernal wings. I might, 
to be sure, have taken up a newspaper, and found a mild 
deprecation timidly shrinking into the comer of one page; 
while, staring out on the opposite one, in the most flaunt- 
ing and attractive type, would be a " true story,'' calculated 
to sow the black seed even in virgin soil, uncontaminated 
by a germ of indigenous vice. In illustration of this I will 
copy verhalim im article — a leader — from the principal ^ 
«rM»ento jounaai: — 
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GRAND STROKE OF GOOD FORTUNE. 

A man, lately returned from the diggings, where he made the re- 
spectable rise of five thousand dollsrs, turned into one of those fashion- 
aole haunts where gaming in its most attractive guise is carried on. 
After looking on for a little, his good genius prompted him to try his 
luck ; so he sat down, and in less than one hour won the great sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars ; but foolishly perserering, in expectation 
of achieving the fame of ** breaking the bank ' (a thing, we need scarcely 
say, not to be accomplished, from the large capital those gentlemni in- 
vest in their concerns), his pile became reduced to fifty thousand dol- 
lars, when, with a veir commendable prudence, he transferred it into 
* button park,' and took his leave. We regret to say that this fascina^ 
ting vice is greatly on the increase in this country. 

It is unnecessary to add, that the whole story was a 
wilful lie from beginning to end, being merely a puffing 
advertisement, for a ** valuable consideration," to forward 
Ihe vice it hypocritically pretended to deplore. There can 
be little doubt about the tendency of the article, or its in- 
tent to entrap other miners, who had made " respectable 
rises," to yield to the promptings of their " good genius,'* 
which, pointing to one of those "fashionable haunts," bids 
them enter, and win one hundred thousand dollars, if they 
X3an only refrain from attempting the impossible achievement 
of " breaking the bank." "What a pity it is that so " fasci- 
nating a vice" should be ** on the increase in the coimtry I^* 
Another complaint of a similar complexion is sustainable 
against the press. I alhide to its habit of lending itself to 
the propagation of those baseless stories got up by specu- 
lators to advance the lot market of some " city in buck- 
ram," started solely with a view of gulling the public, 
causing a rush of miners to the neighbourhood of a new 
ranche, by calling public attention to " the recent disco- 
veries at Creek, where several leads were found, yield- 
ing six ounces to the hand, of the purest metal, specimens 
of which can be seen at this ofl&ce, a friend having fe- 
voured the editor with the inspection of a few,'' The price 
of the fabulous puflf, which most generally takes, hurries 
hundreds off from the place where they were making 
average wages, to this extraordinary creek, where they 
work their six days without gaining the sixth part of an 
ounce, and then lie " like yallow ," as they say, to en- 
trap fresh pigeons, and get themselves reimbursed for lost 
time by getting high prices for valueless claims.* 

* I must say, that on my return from the Sandwich Islands, I found 
the tone and character of the press much improved, the original pro- 
prietors, who were not actuated by any higher feeing than xnaUBg 
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The general trade of Sacramento increased correspond- 
ingly with its other improvements; but from the number 
of towns and cities springing into existence higher up on 
the river and its tributaries, equally accessible, so far as 
draught of water is concerned, to vessels of large burden,, 
I am of opinion that its precocious importance will not 
continue to be sustained. Goods can be carried much 
cheaper by water than by waggon, especially in a countiy 
without thoroughfares ; and as it is the cost of carriage that 
so. prodigiously enhances their value, the miner will be^ 
enabled to purchase them at a reduced rate, exempted from 
the necessity of undertaking a tedious, toilsome journey, 
and of absenting himself from profitable employment for a 
long time in getting his supplies. I am therefore per- 
suaded that the second-rate great cities destined to airive 
at eminence in Califomia will be those located at the head 
of deep-water navigation, in as proximate positions as 
possible to the mines. The mines contiguous to Sacra- 
mento are those that were discovered first, and having been 
worked in every shape and way, they must by this time 
be almost exhausted. This surmise, if it have a base 
to rest upon, fixes the present position of the city as the 
topmost rung of its ladder of destiny. I should add that 
emigrants coming by any of the land routes strike the 
various diggings far away from it, at places where they can 
as cheaply supply all their wants in the immediate vicinity; 
while those arriving seawards go right away to their several 
destinations by means of steamers, with which the rivers 
are now crowded, without any necessity beyond curiosity 
for stopping at Sacramento. Stockton, on the San Joaquim, 
stands in a position bidding defiance to competition, and 
will assuredly become the capital of the southern mines; and 
Sacramento, situated according to the taste and views of 
Captain Sutter, wiU yet be eclipsed by many cities still in 
embryo. 

The increase of the river steam navigation perceptibly 
thinned the forests of masts that lined the levee of the 
embarcadero, all those vessels that remained having appa- 
rently taken leases for life of their moorings, with nothing' 
but their lower masts and rigging aloft, and their hulls let 
out as tenements, of all characters and descriptions. The 

their speculation a marketable investment, having in most cases sold 
out to men possessed of the amour propre, devoted to the press as a per^ 
manent profession, and bringing principle and talent to their task. 
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tri|> to Francisco, which used to oocvpy ir&m sew&a. to mne 
days, had become a journey of nearly as fioany hcrars, two 
magnificent boats miming up and down on alternate da^a» 
under arrangements admiirably calculated for the cofiv»> 
nience of the mercantile commumty. 

I booked myself an board the *' Senator," a new boat, of 
great power and accommodation, buih for the Boston aad 
HaUfax trade, but whose owners were induced to hiwuicd 
the dangers of doubling Cape Horn, that they might Jbttv^ 
the first of the Sacramento trade, for whida^ mimeroua 
steamers were preparing. That tiiey succeeded well earn 
be shown by a few figures, without gettmg into aoj'verf 
abstruse calculations. The evening on whick I casi£ dowa 
there were ome himdred and thirty-seven passen^^rs^ at 
thirty-two dollars passage and bed, which is far below the 
number she might calcidate on in the more advanced sea- 
son; but averaging it at one hundred and thirty all th» 
year round, after subtracting fifty-two Sundays and thirteen 
days — ^the balance of si^ly-five — ^fbr r^iaira, &q, we li«re 
three buadred working days, for which one luandred and 
thirty passengers, at fiiirty-two dollars each, give a dai^ 
receipt of four thousand one hundred and sixty d(^ar% 
making a yeady aggregate of one million two hundred and 
for<y-e%ht thousand dollars by passengers alone. Then 
there is the large freight with which she fills every iqMaripii 
and ^e rent of the bar and 6upper4able, a. something 
almost beyond belief I could not get at the exact parti- 
culars, for obvious jteasons ; but this I was given to under^ 
stand, that '' the freight and rent fuUy covered all expenses,'^ 
leaving the prodigious profit of one million and a %uairl6r 
dollars, or, in round numbers, two hundred and fifty tdioiF 
sand pounds, in one fieeting year. Talk oi GonaFd, 
Oriental, or Ocean lines if you will. I verily brieve that 
their aggregate yearly earnings would not amousEt to that 
of this single boat, plying on a river whose tranquil wabeis 
a year before had never been disturbed by any greater 
paddle than that of the Indian canoe. 

Supper is an old and common-place meal; butia su^)er 
on board the ''Senator" — ^such a one as I witne^ed.and 
partook of — is not to be enjoyed every evening of one's 
life. A considerable time before I reached the saloon, or 
imagined that any portion of the party could be seated, a 
din of clamorous csdls for coffee, chops, rolls, steward, and 
sarse lasses, with a brisk rat-tat-too of cutlery, amiounced 
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l3iat**iMwroc" had been "cried;" and as I shouldered my 
-way i», I met many a gravy-stained plate in trmmtu for a 
:£re^ supply, and hot stev^ards with cold steaks hurrying 
to stop the mouths o€ importunate passengers, showing me 
practically how go a-heitd energy will carry a man in medias 
rm^ before its more polished prototype could have made the 
primary effort. 

i hi^pened to be placed beside a gendeman of vast ab- 
dominal cfi^acity, and we had for our vis-orms two others 
^ Bimiiaaiy large endowments, who did not permit a mo- 
sftent to escape tliem unpro^itably, as the barrenness of 
■flie surrounding neighbourhood too convincingly attested. 
While every o&^r part of the table was covered witii a 
fikosaic coaiing of edibles, that which constituted our ter- 
ritory was like the tract withia the radius of an upas-tree, 
^n«ided, bHghted, wasted: even the standing decorative 
Snsh^B, wid* their curiously cut paper embroidery, in- 
tended to last for the season, vanished from the scene in 
the intervals betwixt order and supply. Hot rolls were 
j^iimted away with the magic of Chinese jugglers ; and a 
s^eeies of slim biscuit, into ^e warm embrace of which I 
BB^esdy inserted a bit of butter, were slipped^ double- 
«nisted, into the gourmimds' mouths^ like dollars into a 
till-sUt. Stewards, vnih all their steam up, were waylaid 
as they hissed along, and eased of their burdens ; and gen- 
tiemen above and below were assaUed with requests to 
** shove along" the butter, or the "sweetnin'." My upper- 
most feeling was ineffable disgust; but it rapidly gave way 
to fine of utter amazement, as I saw the unabated demoli- 
tifln. of sodden steaks and chops, and cutlets shivering in 
congealed gravy. The table was nearly deserted before the 
two gentlemen on the opposite benches gave up, when I 
rose, from a feeling of shame lest the astounded stewards, 
who got concentrated into a group behind us, should sup- 
pose I was " any connection of the person possessing such 
sax inhuman attribute" as the one that remained, who, as I 
setired, had placed before him the balance of a dish of 
ehops, shfiddng in their gravy blanc-mange, which he aflfec- 
tionately pulled towards him with .the eagerness of a new 
beginner: — 

The last cove at supper. 

Left gu2zling alone ; 
All his hungry companions Digitized by GoOqIc 

Were feasted and gone. 
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I regretted having 1^ befcnre the finale, and nvas s|»dli- 
bound at the head of the stairs, musii^ on miracnlons maws 
and gastronomical giants, a full quarter of an hour before 
he came up, without any plethoric indication about him, 
looking as lank and pliant as an anchorite, and with a brow 
as diy and unfiushed as if he had only been after rinsing 
out his mouth with cold water. I hSve seen some accom- 
plished trenchermen in my time; but all comparisons I 
can call to mind are feeble and inadequate. I remember 
being present at Ascot Heath meeting as a spectator at an 
eating match, where the victor, in the full flush of ccm- 
quest, offered to *' eat any man in Britain for one hundred 
pounds, and give him a sheep a-week odds;" but he was a 
pettifogging nibbler compared with my supper compani<»L 
I never witnessed, or imagined, anything conveying the 
remotest idea of his masticatory prowess. Even the re- 
membrance of my boyish visit to Wombwell's menagerie, to 
see the hons fed, does not enable me to recal any feat se 
amazing as his stupendous performance. I am left to the 
conclusion that the engulfment of the goat, horns and all^ 
by the boa constrictor, stands on the apex of abdommal 
triumphs, and that the next greatest achievement in that 
line was this particular gourmandising on board the " Se- 
nator." 
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A Francisco Counting-house— A Ship converted into a Land Dwelling— Makes more 
Money on Shore than in her native Element— Marine Hotels and ITnm dliift Innim 
—Magnificent View of the Bay of San Frandseo—The immense Merdiant Rail 
In the Harbonr— A melancholy Prospect— The Site of the Town— Its iiov«l Af» 
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We arrived at our moorings before I awoke, and, finding 
a good breakfast ready, I partook of that meal on board, 
very few of the passengers remaining. On inquiring where 
my friend (Mr. S ^m) was located, JIj?^ iold^J^ .could be 
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landed at a stair-foot leading right to it; and was not a 
little surprised when pulled alongside a huge dismantled 
hulk, surrounded with a strong and spacious stage, con- 
nected with the street by a substantial wharf, to find the 
counting-house on the deck of the "Niantic," a fine vessel of 
one thousand tons, no longer a buoyant ship, surmounted 
by lofty spars, and " streamers waving in the wind," but 
a tenement anchored in the mud, covered with a shingle 
roof, subdivided into stores and offices, and painted over 
with the signs and showboards of the various occupants. 
To this " base use" my friend was obliged to convert her, 
rather than let her rot at anchor, there being no possibility 
then of getting a crew to send her to sea. Her hull was 
divided into two large warehouses, entered by spacious 
doorways on the sides, and her bulwarks were raised upon 
about eight feet, affording a range of excellent offices on 
the deck, at the level of which a wide balcony was carried 
round, surmounted by a verandah, approached by a broad 
and handsome stairway. Both stores and offices found 
tenants at higher rents than tenements of similar di- 
mensions on shore would command, and returned a larger 
and steadier income, as my friend told me, than the ship 
would earn if afloat. Others were not slow in following 
his example, while those who could not get water lots to 
purchase let out their ships, as they swvmg at anchor, as 
marine stores and boarding-houses. 

The office of my friend stood abaft, over where the cabin 
used to be, with windows on three sides, and, as I remarked 
to him, only suited a person of essentially mercantile mind, 
unleavened by the slightest tinge of poetry or romance, as 
no one else could sit down poring over ponderous account- 
books, while his desk commanded a series of the most 
splendid views of nature and art that the pencil of the 
painter could find to create or delineate under the impulses 
of the most glowing imagination. On three sides lay 
spread out the glorious bay, its shores beautifully diver- 
sified with bold headlands, verdant promontories, and 
shaded inlets, where the streamlets, stealing down from 
the sloping hills, commingle with the blue waters of the 
Pacific; lofty mountain ranges, amongst which the aspi- 
ring crest of Moimt Diavolo stands in towering pre-emi- 
nence, forming a grand and striking background, holding 
the bay and its shores in their embrace, like a large inland 
lake; the broad expanse of its rippled bosom charmingly 
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f elieTed by the flitting course of small schocMaers and barges, 
as they seudded and tacked across with snow-white saiJs, 
and the more stately progress of ships of large burd^i. 
More immediately nnder Ae eye lay at anchor liie innnense 
fleet of merchantmen, comprising many of the finest ships 
in tbe world, in the midst of which might be discerned 
the lofty spars of two sloops-of-war, that took np ^eir 
stations lik^ a pair of stem marine monitors: all present- 
ing a transeendently grand spectacle, bnt one overcast by 
the remembrance that those splendid vehicles of conunerce 
were moored idly there, deserted, rotting under the inflo- 
enoe of the weatiber, and checking the proud spirit of ^i- 
terprise that steered them to those shores. 

Otftside, rising from the waters, is the picturesque i^and 
of Y^rba Buena (Goat Island), vnth its beetling clifEs, about 
equidistant from each horn of the crescent on which <he 
IiMBknt city is built, and smiling with preternatural ppeten- 
sions, setting at nought all smtiquated rules and ideas of 
Cosmopolitan progression, as it closely circles tfee curf«d 
rfiores; heaving .up its swelling breast in ^e natural am- 
phitheatre formed by the contiguous heights, the oenti^ 
formed by the plaza or square which constituted the <4d 
town in its entirety. Branching off from this, in rectMi- 
gular course, run the modem additions, ascending tiie 1^ 
sides in hsmdsome rows, until they reach tiie traasv^we 
terraces on the steeper acclivities ; whEe on the north aad 
south sides, two natural openings bet^^^^ the hills, {deas- 
ingly graduated, invite extension, leading to the hesieh 
above and below each point of Ihe crescent, where har- 
bours almost equal to the principal one exist, giving sc<^ / 
sufficient for aU improvemcarts that may be pmjected for 
years to come. Already skeleton avenues are stretching 
out in those directions, and also creeping around the 
shores towards those wings of the city, which will soon be 
full fledged, and spread out in commercial activity; several 
fencifiil villas, pleasant cottages, and pretty tents are perit^ed 
ttp6fn the steep brows s^ound, looking like so many aerisl 
visitants peering about for a vacant spot to descend and 
settle on. And, above all, on the loftiest eminence stands 
the telegraph with outstretched arms, as if beckoning the 
iwdiole human family to hurry forward and locate. 

There is one great drawback to the harbour in the shal- 
lowness of the water around its shore, which prevente vessels 
from approaching within a mile of a landing; while ihe ex- 
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pens© of discharging by means of scows or flat-bottomed 
boats, from the enormous rates of labour, involves an oiit- 
lay almost equal to the freight. To obviate this, some very 
long and substantial piers have been lately constructed, ex- 
tending out a great distance, but still far short of the deep 
water, and only affording accommodation for small craft ; 
but their continuation to that point is contemplated, and 
will certainly be soon carried into effect, from Ihe assurance 
they hold out of yielding enormous incomes to the proprie- 
tors. The space within the area of the crescent is (I am 
informed by an officer of the port) fast filling up, the mud 
raised by the dragging of the anchors outside being carried 
in by the influx of the tide, rendering it more than pro- 
bable that in the process of time the beach line will run 
straight from headland to headland. Indeed, so steadily is 
this natural operation going on, that speculators have not 
hesitated to purchase, on extravagant terms, submarine 
building lots, not even bare now at low water, requiring 
buoys to mark out the area of their prospective properties. 
Intercourse between the shipping and town is so costly and 
inconvenient, that judiciously-assorted shops, constructed 
on ,lighters, ply amongst the fleet, to supply those various 
wants that it would not be worth while to go ashore for at 
the expense of two dollars. These form a novel spectacle 
to the eye of the stranger, but a very vexatious object to ' 
those aquatic extortioners, the ferrymen, whose insolence 
ttnd rapacity throw entirely into the shade the accomplish- 
Tiients of the "jolly young watermen" of the Tower Stairs, 
or those of ** old Wapping." 

The houses of the city are principally built of wood, but 
«t)me handsome brick edifices have lately been erected, as 
well as a few iron ones, and some (fewer still) of stones 
from the coral reefs at the Sandwich Islands ; but the great 
scarcity of lime causes timber to be the great building 
fitaple. The streets are regularly laid out, and are occu- 
pied, as might be expected, exclusively with warehouses 
and shops; some amongst which displayed the most at- 
tractive varieties of fancy goods: splendid shawls and 
scarfs, neat bonnets, Hvely dress patterns, and delicious 
little corsets, ingeniously arranged on stands and lines, in 
the spacious windows, with a skill worthy of a London 
artist, where that branch of business has almost attained 
the rank of a science. As yet, these emporiums are driv- 
ing but a slender trade as compared with the other bust- 
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ling mafts; but every arrival augments the number of the 
mfter sex, whose increase will serve to correct and abate 
many of the social evils of the city, and diversify its busy 
throng, who plimge from the excitement of business into 
that of vice, in the absence of any domestic attractions. 

Hotels are numerous, but mediocre at best, and vary in 
their comforts and charges very considerably. At the St 
Francis you get good fare and the luxury of sheets at the 
rate of seven dollars per day. The others slide do^m to 
twenty-one dollars per week, simplifying the fare in a pro- 
portionate ratio, and consigning you to repose in a narrow 
bunk, on a mattress of shavings, betwixt a pair of rough 
blankets, that can scarcely be included in the category <rf 
woollen manufactures ; the titillation of which, superadded 
to the voracity of the Califomian fleas, is more than a 
match for any amoimt of patience or fatigue. There are 
houses of refreshment at every turn : the .Aonerican Tavenij 
the French Restaurant, the Spanish Fonda, and the Chinese 
Chow-Chow. Amidst the host of competitors the CelestniiEl 
carry off the palm for superior excellence in every particular. 
They serve everything promptly, cleanly, hot, and weH 
cooked; they give dishes peculiar to every nation, over and 
above their own peculiar soups, cinries, and ragouts, whick 
csmnot be even imitated elsewhere; and such are their 
quickness and civil attention, that they anticipate joae 
wants, and of course secure your patronage. 

There are great numbers of Chinese in California, most 
of whom settle in the cities. They partially adopt the pre- 
vailing costume, and constitute a very useful class of meo^ 
quick in acquiring a proficiency in the duties required ^ 
them, industrious, and persevering in attending to tliei&; 
they are systematic, sober, and cleanly, and when treated 
with proper kindness and indulgence, become attached and 
interested. They, above aU others, appear successful in 
finding employment; for you never see a Chinese loHii^ 
about, or amongst the groups of idlei*s, as they are contend 
I believe, with more moderate wages, and imconnected 
with the confederate gangs, who laugh contemptuously at 
an offer far exceeding a colonel's pay. They soon become 
possessed of means, from the simplicity of their habits and 
the economy of their domestic menage, and do not hesitate 
to share it in establishing their countrymen, who generally 
leave their fatherland without any other resources tluui 
their brains and sinews: a trait of character that usaa% 
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affords a guarantee for other commendable attributes. 
The Americans seek assiduously to inspire them with a 
hatred of the British, by reprobating, in terms of affected 
indignation, "their wanton cruelty during their imjust 
war;" avOwing sympathies of the tenderest complexion. 
But those relatives of the sun and moon do not appear 
prone to retrospective reflections, present prospects and 
future anticipations more profitably and pleasingly occupy- 
ing their minds. 

From my experience in Sacramento, I was quite prepared 
for the number and style of the ^gaming-houses. These 
mvariably occupy the most prominent sites ; and lest their 
conspicuous exteriors should fail to attract the eye, a crash 
of music is generally heard issuing from their capacious 
portals and balconies, which is certain to arrest the ear. 
Some of them have really fine bands, as they spare no ex- 
pense in securing the best musicians; and I am fully per- 
suaded that the charm of sweet souAds entices many ab- 
horrers of the vice to enter who would never otherwise 
have crossed their thresholds ; but when once the Rubicon 
of temptation is crossed, and the turrets of gold and silver 
wiih. which the tables are heaped, gUtter, as they are pushed 
about fi:om hand to hand, on the turn of a card or the 
destiny of a ball, the dazzled vision vanquishes all virtuous 
nesolves, excites the acquisitive passions. 

And those who came to scoff remain to play. 

Gaming is followed, in Francisco, with a spirit accordant 
with its pre-eminence above the other cities of California, 
standing in about the same degree of comparison with the 
profession in Sacramento as the grand houses of aristocratic 
resort in St. James's and Albemarle-street do with the 
"«ilver hells" in the purlieus of Leicester-square. The 
Frauacisco gaming-houses are never closed, morning, noon, 
ornight. Dealers and presidents succeed each other; and 
as yawning crowds disperse at daybreak, new victims rush 
ir<mi their beds to the sacrifice, so that there is no inter- 
mission, the only difference being that the evening attend- 
ance is the greatest and most adventurous. There are 
various games, adapted to every prejudice and caprice; but 
the game is monte. It is on this that all large investments 
are made, and this which leviathan gamblers patronise. I 
was myself present on one occasion when a gentleman lost 
six Aousand dollars at three stakes. It is, faowevei^re 
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niarked, by those qualified to pronounce &taii0dcally» tbttt 
while the numbers who resort to those ^* hdlAs" are uadi- 
minished, the amounts played for are fast dwimUing ia 
magnitude. This is a consequenee m)t to be wondered at; 
for communities cannot, any more than bodies corporeal^ 
bear up against bleeding beyond a certain point without 
syncope ensuing; and some confi^ti<m of ihe FrancifliM> 
drainage by gambling may be formed, whan it is knowii 
that one establishment, the El Dorado, can afford to paj a 
rent of six thousand dollars per month, independent of 
taxes and expenses : a revenue enabling its proprietocs to 
indulge in tiie most expensive style of living, and to set 
aside enormous sums '/or other speculative investments. 

There are capacious refreshment counters in all those 
saloons, plentifully supplied, but with a greater and Uk&te 
tempting variety of fluids than of edibles: a very natunJl 
arrangement, no doubt, where excitement is the great Aim« 
but leading occasionally to the maddened despair of a via- 
tim's revenge; to guard against which each table is provided 
with its secret armoury, which is used without hesitation or 
remorse in the event of a row. I saw, at the Eagle SaLoon« 
in Montgomery-street, a tnonte deak^ delib^»tely drow & 
pistol from beneath the cloth, and shoot a yoong lad, vdu> 
was, I believe, honestly scuffling for his stake; and then» 
with the most perfect aang froid, call the ** coroner," iii^€ia 
he recognised amongst the bystanders, to hold an inquest, 
which actually took place on the spot where the bloo^ 
deed was ccmimitted, in presence of the murderer, a vohin- 
teer jury of "pais" returning a verdict of "accideaial 
death," almost before the last throb of pulsatioa Imi. 
beaten. And as the body, still warm with animal hf^, 
was being removed, the blood-stained villain audaciou^ 
resumed his position at his infernal altar, surrounded ^f 
an inhuman crowd, who pressed forward to the game, jm^ 
vise restrained by the consciousness that they were stawd- 
ing in the undried gore of a fellow-ereaturo. Ladies matf 
sometimes be se^i presiding over the game, exerting ihm 
insinuating blandishments to charm the "niae young mea" 
to their ruin; and every table is attended by a set of ae* 
complices, or " bonnets," who stake their mon^ on the 
right cards, and move away with large sums, to make 
room for the eager dupes behind them. There is 0caire€^ 
a cotmtry on the face of the globe that has not a dekgate 
in those dens: Russians, Swiss, Freneliu Swedes, g^aiuardfl. 
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ItalkudS, Gjseeks, Tivrks, Jews, Chinese, Huidoo«, Nig^rsi, 
Yaokees, Iiidiaas, Malays, English, 8<904ch, a»d «onie of 
Hie real ould ancient MUe«iaa ^iock, no longer *' hereditary 
bondwnen," bat 

JUnfting, rouriog Xrifibmeo; 

presenting a motley group, that could not be eqiiftlled in 
any of Ihe capitals of the oldest empires. 

Bowling alleys also conae in for a respectable dawje of 
public patronage. Another new and ^mecemiiJl mode of 
divanrtmff the public is also in operation, under the aufipioes 
of a rollieking Emeralder, in the shape of a cock^t, wliddi 
seems to take amazingly, and pay proportionally, as, over 
and above the admission fee of twenty-five cents, the puU 
in knowing the r^pective merits tmd eh<mee» of the birds 
must be a source of large income, round sums being iMa^ 
on the issue of every battle ; while, as Mr. M*Cluskey joon- 
larfy informed me, " he was at no cost for an orkktht^, as 
tfee crovmig of the darimds was wor^i all ^e naoney;" wid, 
I mt^t say, challenged public attention wtlJi signal eflfect. 
Theatricals w^e attempted, but soon expired from ininsd- 
tion, as wiU every other attempt at public reereation thftt 
is not hi^ly seasoned wit^ gambling in^seotives, fio daefdy 
id iJkui vice rootled in the community. 

Persons above all temptstion, who fi»d time hanging 
heavily on their handis, cim begmle an hour or two in tbia 
<B£fermit law courts, vrtiere justice is admimi^tered in a 
nMmier that comes home io ^ mecMaest ese^i^, div^eaied 
of all tibiat stupid etii({uette 9axA solemn decorum ao ii^oe»e 
aoe^dlng to BritisJa di8cq)Hne. Eranciseo judges sit on 
the bench attir&d like oih^ men« and, taking « leaf oiti of 
Chief Baron Nicholson's book, puff their cigars while laying 
down the law, on the enlighiened principle of " e^^frnta^ 
dare Ituiem" Nor do Ihey hwiightily h«»tate to ftceom»0' 
ctete wiUi the glowing butt any of the learned (^)unsel or 
audience who may require a light: in fact, there is a. de- 
gree of charming republican familiarity existing between 
&e bench, the bar, and the public, which makes a man feel 
as much at ^use in court as in a tavern, and must be fteem. 
to be properly appreciated. Law arguments under sudi 
a system are no longer dry and uninteresting, but flow 
smoothly along, liberally lubricated with tobacco juice, and 
garnished with colloquial episodes that come with a deli- 
cious freshness upon the ear of a person only accustomed 



184 A STROLL THROUGH THE 

to the oppressive profundity of Westminster practice.* I 
was being thus edified, sitting in the jury-box (no jury 
being empanelled at the time), where I observed a row of 
new pine sticks, each about the dimensions of a shillelagh, 
standing in exact order in front of the seats; and finding 
their number amoimting precisely to twelve, it struck me 
they were part of the legal machinery of the place. I was 
not astray; for a sort of factotum — crier, usher, tipstaff, &c. 
— who wore his hat ex-officio, commiseratingly informed me 
they were "desk protectors," which it was part of his duty 
as court-keeper to provide as "whittling stuff for the gents," 
who would otherwise cut 'all sorts of hieroglyphics and in- 
congruous devices upon the desks: an operation I after- 
wards saw gone through by a witness under the ordeal of 
a sharp cross-examination, who cut with an increasing 
keenness into the rail as the counsel cut into his cre- 
dibility. 

The custom-house department is only remarkable for 
the insolence of the officials, and the arbitrary demeanour 
of the autocratic collector, who, like a late Irish judge of 
punning celebrity, " lays it on" with a vengeance if parties 
before his tribunal betray the slightest emotion of discon; 
tent as their invoices are assessed ;f and, as it appeared to 
me, took a peculiar delight in throwing stumbling-blocks 
in the path of Englishmen, confiscating British property 
without any embarrassing investigations. In connection 
with this department we have the board of health, actuated 
by a similar anti-British spirit, and using the quarantine 
laws to gratify it in a manner degrading to humanity, 
stretching them cruelly when a poor tempest-tossed Britidbp 
emigrant comes within their jurisdiction, who, though wotb 
to a skeleton firom sea-sickness, scurvy, and short ship*^ 
allowance, need plead for no indulgence, no mercy, if there 
exist the flimsiest excuse for prolonging his misery. 

* Take the following as a specimen of one of those legal divertisse- 

mens: — 
J'udge — "Holloa, Mr. Taper! I s'pose you come here to realise the 

price of them ar pants" (slapping the nether integument on his legs, 

which described two sides of a triangle on the desk); "but afore I 

stumps up, it would tickle me to know on what math«ematical rule 7011 

cut them out." 
Mr, Taper — "Well, I reckon it would be considerable of a kurioss rule 

as would apply to your cqueer posters." 
Facttxou8 Counsel — ** I humbly move we make it a rule of court.** 
Judge—** Mr. Proser, go on.' [Argument resumed.] 
t -Lately, business has been conducted more systematically and 

legally, since Califoraia has been admitted into the Union. 
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CHAPTEK XVII. 

The Post-office— Slow Process of Sorting—Eagerness for IntclHgence— Xe//crfl;y 
Speculators — Rules of Approach — Sceiies on MaU Deliveries — Jokes and Tricks 
— AmusiDg Occurrence — ^Effect of the System of changing Officials in the States 
—Homes of Worship — Their thin Congregations — Dirine Serrlce interrupted by 

the Bands of the Gambling-houses — Anomalous Progress of Vice in Franoisoo 

It tinges Mercantile Integrity — Case in Point — A woeful Disappointment I^ot 

Property in San Francisco-rlnTisible Suburbs — The Future of the City — Influx 
brings down Wages and favours small Capitalists — Indications of a Bachelor — 
Disproportion of the Sexes — Its probable Consequences — Auctioneers versus 
Wholesale Merchants — Value of Money in California — Disagreeabilities of Fran- 
cisco — The Climate provocative of Pulmonary Diseases — The Markets — Nnrob^ 
of Daily Papers — The old Spanish Presidio and Fort — The Entrance of Uie 
Harbour — Washerwoman's Bay — San Solito — De los Angeles — Its Picturesque 
Position — Advice to Emigrants — A little plain Reasoning^-A simple Caku- 



It is a raxe treat for a stranger to watch the proceedings 
about the post-office, after the arrival of a mail steamer; 
and one who neglects the opportmiity throws away a chance 
of seeing fun and novelty that he cannot make up for else- 
where. As soon as the mail-bags come ashore, all public 
communication with the establishment is cut off for four- 
and-twenty hours — sometimes much longer, if the mail be 
a large one : a period in which the imapproachable officials 
might not only sort the letters, but con over their contents* 
During this interregnum, you cannot even J)ost foreign 
letters, as you can find no one to whom you can pay the 
postage : a necessary preliminary to their transit. On the 
evening previous to the completion of the job, notices, are 
affixed inside the different windows of the post-office, an- 
nouncing the hour at which the delivery will commence on 
the ensuing morning; and so extravagant is the desire to 
obtain the earliest news, that there is a class of men who 
derive a comfortable livelihood by securing and selhng the 
places most contiguous to the windows. You will find 
those *'letterary" speculators taking up their stations at 
midnight on little canvass stools, with their stock of cigars 
and provisions laid in for the siege, sitting in close colilmn, 
as the inexorable rule is that all applicants must be served 
in rotation. 

The earliest dawn brings to the ranks those who prefer 
A little suffering to a small expenditure; and every moment 



180 'A STKOLL THROUGH THB 

adds new recruits, until the lines become so elongated that 
the rear extends into remote streets. The march is so slow, 
that parties come prepared with newspapers and magazines 
to while away the time ; and cafes, rigged upon hand-carts, 
move along, dealing out hot coffee, juleps, and sangarees; 
for if you leave the ranks under any necessity, you must 
fall in behind. A peripatetic grog-shop is also in atten- 
dance, superintended by a huge hirsute Frenchman, with a 
keg of bnmdy slung over one shoulder so as to come coe- 
veniently into the embrace of the opposite arm, for filling 
up the different potatory utensils thtit dangle from his 
jacket buttons. The crawling natiu:e of the progress not 
unfrequently superinduces drowsiness; and sometimes, 
when a sonmolescent gentleman happens to get a comfort- 
able lean, yielding to the pleasing influence, he neglects to 
close up as the rank moves, when he is passed by and sbmt 
out — ^technically, "caught napping" — to the incite mirlii 
of the multitude, who poke fun at him as he retires witii- 
out the "latest intelligence." Tradition informs us, tbaib 
in the early, primitive days of Ban Frandseo, it somf>tiin<8 
oceorred that people, bowled down as if wiUi sickness, 
crawled upon cratches, imploring the fortunatd loadBrs of 
the forlorn hope to waive their privilege for the aiom^itin 
favour of the ^^unfortunate cripples," who« like the infinn 
cardinal that stood up erect so soon bb he got the ke^ of 
St. Peter within his clutch, became miraculously «tidwart 
the moment ihey became possessed of tlieir letters; IhiHi 
rendering the present generation unidiaritably Bcefittcal» 
and esq^loding the " dodge." I came in £or ratialer a \mji^ 
ak^ scene, in which the principal actor wtte a ti^ lad 
from my own province, who, when his turn oame, de- 
manded, in a loud tone-^ 

'^Are thtr any letthers from my fsJAier in Irekiid» in- 
side?" 

"Sam, may I be if the kurosity nailed to the poet 

most not be for this critter, I say, Pat, I believe, thar's 
summut for you here. Would you take a tail figure 6xt 
it?" 

" For the matther o' that, the hole's rather »nall to BMka 
a bargain through; but if you come out here in the afttter- 
nune, instead of takin* anything, I'll be afther giving yon 
such a lambastin' that all the soretin\ clerks in there 
wouldn't be able to make out yer direckshuna." 

"Ke^ your temper, Paddy; here's a line from yoor 
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gavncMr; no other nma'% faJtbev could diiect a letter *Ta 
my Sun in Kaleyfomia' but yours." 

''D'ye hear nw, you strate-laaired scamp?" retorted Pat; 
*' there's never a pair of pistol-shinned Yankees, wayn^d on 
traycle an' Indaay mail, that the same ould chap and I 
wouldn't knock saucepans out of; and (moving off with his 
epistle) so, hooray for ould Ireland, and the sky ov«r it! 
barrin' the praty rot; and where's the dirty, anu&in' spat 
peen that daar say black's the white o' my eye? for (in the 
distant) — 

I^ a ranfeiii'* rorin* bUde ; 

Of the dfivU a thing was I e'er afraid V* 

It may be supposed by some of my readers that I am 
drawing a long bow about this department; but I beg so* 
lemnly to assure the incredulous that I am far within the 
actual limits, and positively deficient in many of the strange 
asid eccentric details. The crush continues for two days, 
eoid very often occi^ies a spell of the third, ihe clumsinesa 
and delay arising from one of the boasted usa^s of the 
"great enlightened republic," according to which every 
new presid&Qt tiuns all public departments inside out, dis- 
placing men just long enough in harness to know their 
business, to make room £or his own partisans : green hands, 
-vrho assume office without any aptitude, and proceed to 
laam their duties without a preceptor.* 

There are numerous houses of worship in the oily, but 
none of them externally distinguishable as auoh aave the 
Boman Catholic chapdi, a new frame building of eapadoua 
dimensions, erected on an eminaoce, which makes it quite 
a feature of the city. It is to be regretlied, however, that 
their influence is exceedingly circumscribed, if any infer^ioe 
can be deduced from the limited attendance; for while their 
congregations are so lacaentably thin> those deoe of ini-^ 
quity, the gaming-houses, are ercunmed to suffocation ; the' 
^^j^legious din of their crashing bands rending the Bolenm' 
stillness of the Sabbath, penetrating to the shrine of wor* 
ship even during the hour of prayer; the loud bleatinga 
of the golden calf drowning the mild tones of Christian 
piety. 

The world's progress fomishes no pan^l for the pieco- 
cjyous depravity of San Francisco. The virgin soil of a 

* On my return from the Sandwich Islands, some approach to de- 
spatch had been made, bv havmg a wing of the ofBce furnished with 
nombered boxes, one of wnieh fvery permanent resident rented. 
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new settlement was not usually a garden for vice and evil. 
There it was the kind-hearted philanthropist looked to find 
the ruddj virtues hlooming in a genial soil, in an uncon- 
taminated atmosphere; fading and sickening only in the 
tedious revolution of time, as moral culture degenerated 
into voluptuous lethargy, accumulated wealth morbidly 
craving the incentives of luxury, and enervating enjoy- 
ments supplanting the healthy exercise of enterprise, 
when, with drooping heads and shrivelled stems> they 
shrank into decay, choked by the rank weeds of artificial 
society. But in Francisco a new and anomalous phase 
has arisen ; the infant phenomenon exhibiting the tokens 
of senility in its cradle, with tlie gangrene of vicious in- 
dulgence staining its soft cheek before it is well emanci- 
pated fi:x>m its swaddling-clothes: symptoms altogether 
incompatible mth the sanguine anticipations which predi- 
cate for it the proudest position amongst aU the cities on 
the shores of the vast oceans between the Capes of Horn 
and Good Hope. 

In Francisco nothing is natural, eveiything is forced; 
rt is a hotbed where all pursuits are stimulated by the 
fierce fire of one predominant lust. Trade or business is 
not embarked in there as the honoiurable occupation of a 
lifetime ; professions are not followed solely to secure a 
permanent practice and socitd elevation. Men engage in 
both the one and the other to build up fortunes in a hurry 
with whatever materials they can grasp, to win a large 
stake by any means and then withdraw; confounding the 
tactics of the gambler with the zealous integrity of th« 
merchant, imtil conscience is left without a comer to hide 
in, and even common Decency is obliged to pick her steps 
throu^ the mire. 

^ I was furnished with a good illustrative instance in tbe 
«a8e of a gentleman of my acquaintance from Adelaide^ 
South Australia, who came up firom the colonies with a 
large venture, and an introduction to a first-rate house, to 
whom he handed his invoices, to have them arranged ac- 
cording to a certain form prescribed by the customs autho- 
rities. 

As one of the firm ran his eye over them, he exclaimed, 
"Why, as I live, you have put down the several articles at 

their full-cost prices!" " Certainly," replied Mr. B d; 

*' you could not suppose me capable of swearing to a lie 
to save a few dollars' duty?' "Well, §ir,"^said this re- 
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spectable merchant, " if thaf s your style of doing business, 
I guess you'll never dig a fortune amongst us." In like 
manner, houses claiming the appellation of respectability 
put out their characters to fructify by patronising any 
scheme or project that promises to lead to profit; duping 
poor emi^:ttnts, wfio were wont to regard reputation as a 
guarantee, by selling them, with every solemnity of asse- 
veration, lots in their flourishing newspaper cities; the 
poor pigeon going his way rejoicing, on the strength of 
their assurances, in quest of his property, and only having 
the film removed firom his eyes on inquiring, after a toil- 
some journey, at some tattered tents, " How far off is the 
city?" when he is informed, to his dismay, that he is stand- 
ing in the centime of the capital. 

Lot property, in and about Francisco, is, and will con- 
tinue for some time to be valuable and in demand, from 
the unceasing stream of emigrants, both by sea and land, 
one-fourth of whom either stay in or returti to the city; 
As there are no such things as empty houses or untenanted 
stores, those who come with an intention of starting in 
business have no alternative but to purchase a lot and 
erect a tenement; so that, I repeat, lot property contiguous 
to the city is for the present an improving investment; I 
«ay emphatically, contiguous, because surveys and allot- 
ments have been made out to such ridiculously remote 
points, that they cannot possibly come into occupation for 
a number of years, if ever; for you will meet, as you travel 
towards the city, miles firom its turmoil, posts surmounted 
with boards, that wayfarers approach to learn the distance, 
but find them headed with the names of streets, and notir 
fications "that the adjoining valuable lots are for sale:" 
causing the bewildered stranger to strain his optics in 
search of tlie outlines of a town, impressed, as he pro- 
ceeds, with amazement, and vague notions of earthquakes 
and such like vagaries of nature. 

But I cannot refi-ain from expressing my opinion, the 
question of title apart, that the present extravagant value 
of property in IVancisco cannot long continue to be bus 
tained, because commerce and business, which are its life 
and soul, are on an misoimd and fictitious basis, that must 
be revolutionised to become stable and permanent. The 
standard of property is relatively regulated by the profits 
of trade, and as those profits become necessarily depressed 
-as the vast appliances of steam open fresh facilities for in- 
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tenyrarse and transit, itsTAtne must subside in ttltke ratio. 
Ko sane man could put faith in the continuance of a 
s^rstem having to bear up against the feverish pulse of a 
money-market beating at an average of eight per cent, per 
mo&th, against rents five hundred per cent, above those of 
New York or London, against wages and salaries equally 
exorbitant, with an exhausting domestic expenditure, de- 
spite of the most self-denying economy, and without the 
guarantee of insurance to cover the ruinous risks of Ae 
place from fire. 

Besides, regarding it in another light, how is it possible 
that a city, said to contain fifty thousand inhabitaxits, can 
be supported in its present career by so scanty a popula- 
tion as that of California, which, according to an average 
of the veiy best estimates, does not exceed two hundred 
thousand, including cities, diggings, ranches, and all; an 
amount, t0o, that is gradually on the decrease, as the 
placer diggings — ^which can alone be worked by indivi- 
dual energy and labour— are giving evidences of exhaus- 
tion? It may also be presumed that these results wSl 
steadily progress until the mining operations of the coun- 
try are concentrated in a few large associated companies, 
employing machinery instead of manual labour in stamp- 
ing and grifiding the quartz, amalgamations, &c, ; to the 
consequent diminution of the populaticm, who have not 
tile attrttction of agriculttiral resources to induce them to 
settle in th« country; for it is a notorious feet, borne out 
by experience, that not one out of eveiy hundred emigrants 
eitiier starts with the intention of permanent settlement. 
Or sees reascm to change his mind after a season's reM- 
denee in the country. 

There is a constantly shifting population, one immi- 
grant coming with the determination of working hard, 
and saving rapidly for home enjoyment, another returning 
with the fruits of his labour and economy. At first tJie 
flood was the stronger, but latterly the ebb tide is the 
more impetuous, carrying along with each receding wave 
a portion of ihe sandy foundation on which this marvellous 
city has been built. 

San Francisco, to be upheld in its present overweening 
pretensions, would require a thriving population of at least 
a couple of millions. 

Tlw steady influx of immigrants has assisted the sale of 
property, by reducing labowers and mechanics* wages to 
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somewhat of a F^isoimble standai'd, eiiabling the smaller 
class of caf^italists to make efforts that before would ha\% 
been impracticable. Smiths and earpenters, who, six 
months prmriously, would have grumbled at one ounce 
per di^, came to he 'contented with eight dollars; good 
labourers, being anxious to secure steady employm^it, 
with fotar dollju«: the only branches of labour that re- 
mained tmabated in v^ue when I left were washing and 
fine needlework. Owing to the disproportionate number 
of female settlers, you rarely see a gentleman using a 
hemmed kerchief, and when you do» you may set it down 
as a sign that he has some "friends in heaven" who have 
]^avided him with a helpmate. It is not an unfrequent 
tiling for pei^ons to throw away their shirts and stockings 
vrhexi they become soiled, even bad washing costing six 
dollars per dozen, taking Ihe larger pieces with the smalls; 
while good new shirts, ready made up, can be bought at 
Uai dollars per dozen, and stockings at four dollars: a 
^gtire low for smch a market, but consequent upon the 
ama^ng stocks of such goods with which it was glutted in 
the first burst of speculation. However, I am inclined to 
sui^pect that, like the cards in fashionable clubs, those 
aitides, after a little manipulation, find their way back to 
the shelves of the c^opmen; which circumstance tends to 
keep up the stock «md depress the price. But the number 
of the fair sex is sensibly on the increase, peiiiaf>s from 
tiie fact (which I do not assign from any feelings of <Msre- 
spect to the ladies, but as the natural result of cause and 
c^ct), that, up to this time, seven-eighths of the immigiwnts 
W€»'e unmarried men, gc^^rally about the age when ideas 
of connubial f8li(^ty obtrude themselves on the imi^ina- 
tion. Thus I do not conceive it beyond the range of legi- 
txtnate conjecture to stSEppose that the diminishing numbers 
of young men at home would encourage family emigration 
im a large scale, by stimulatmg the very laudable ambition, 
to univers£d amongst prudent mammas, of having their 
daughters comfortably provided for. 

The whole tmde in Francisco appears to rest upon a 
very imsound foundation; for though there are several ex- 
tensive establishments oi the kind, shippers — ^who, in very 
many cases, come out as their own supercargoes— rather 
than encoimter the awful charges and drawbacks of con- 
signment, take their goods from the ship's side to one of 
the nimierous auction marts with which the city aboimds 
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where all the retailers supply themselves, unless when in 
immediate want of an article which does not appear in any 
of the auction catalogues of the day, when alone they re- 
sort to the store of the regular wholesale merchant 

" Auction watching" in Francisco is quite a business in 
itself, a large class of men exclusively devoting their time 
to attending those sales. Their generally standing well 
with the man who wields the hammer helps them to the 
"Uon's share" of good bargains, which are for the most part 
to be had, with periodical certainty, after the monthly 
remittances, when dust is not over-abundant, and money 
sometimes rises to the startUng rate of ten and twelve per 
cent, per month on the best bills. During my stay in 
California, I have never known discounts lower than seven 
per cent, per month on bills and notes of hand, while <m 
mortgages I have known as high as twenty-five per cent 
obtained; and as high as fifteen per cent can always be 
easily had, most amply secured on the best property in the 
place ; so that business profits and professional emoluments 
may be permitted to reach a very lofty range without ex- 
citing " our special wonder." 

There are two great objections to Francisco as a mere 
place of residence. One of these may be removed in the 
course of time, but the other, and more serious one, must 
remain for ever: I allude to the offensive and disgusting 
odours which pervade the atmosphere, owing to the system 
of surface-drainage, all the impurities of the city being 
carried off by gutters, only partially covered where they 
cross a thoroughfare. This, no doubt, will be better ar- 
ranged when the municipal government is thoroughly esta- 
blished and organised.* But the quick daily transitions 
of temperature in the climate are above human control or 
amendment, and must evermore render it disagreeable to 
the more robust, and excessively unhealthy to those of 
delicate constitutions ; for even during the warmest of the 
. summer months, while up to twelve and one o'clock the 
heat is so oppressive that the lightest possible garments 
are an encumbrance, you will be obliged for the remainder 
of the day to muffle up in Kamtschatkan attire, and belay 
your hat with a stout rope, if you care for its safety, as a 

* At my late visit I found regalar sewers in progress of formatton, 
several having been already opened, parfectly sufficient to drain oflF all 
the impurities ; besides which improvements, brick houses had become 
more numerous since the destructive fires, and plank roads were laid 
down in all the leading streets. - y u-.u .y ^ ^ ^c^-- 
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i^gular gale sets in, continuing till night, carrying witii it 
a drift of sand from the surrounding hills and from off the 
streets, which inflame the eyes, stop up the ears, grit 
down the back, and, worst of all, find their way into the 
lungs, forming granulations there that produce irritating 
coughs, and most generally ripens into tubercles, ending in 
pulmonary consumption. Fever and ague, of a very viru- 
lent type, also prevail to a great extent, and acute rheumatic 
ailments, arising from the habit of living in those pile- 
founded tenements, which are so carelessly constructed 
that the exhalations from the damp underneath can pene- 
trate through the ill-jointed floors, and imbue the air of the 
whole establishment. The dreary winter season, which 
pours down its deluges of sleet and rain, is the healthiest 
of all; because the weather, not being so subject to sudden 
and daily caprice, enables the people to dress in the mom^ 
ing in a costume that suits throughout the day; whereas, 
in other seasons, though a change is necessary, business 
or indifference prevents its being made, thus laying a foun- 
dation for ill health. 

Good water is abundant; and, though there are no re- 
gular markets, all the necessaries of life can be conveniently 
obtained. Excellent bread is made throughout the city, 
and prime beef can always be had at moderate rates; but 
the mutton is wretched— only fit to be used in hashes or 
pies. Fish is a rarity, although the bay and rivers abound 
with an extensive variety of the best descriptions. Venison 
is quite a cheap and ordinary dish, and even bear-meat 
frequently figures on the role of the tavern carte, I have 
been more Sian once amused, on entering a restaurant, to 
hear a waiter communicating his order to the kitchen, 
shouting, in double bass, " One roast bear for No. 9 ;" 
next moment, "Two rare roast bears for No. 6; an outside 
roast bear for No. 3;" giving one the idea that a drove 
of those animals had been pent up in a huge bakehouse 
ready to be trotted out on the shortest notice. 

There are five daily papers in Francisco, all apparently 
well supported and cleverly conducted, and all labouring 
strenuously to establish their various creeds of American 
politics ; in which they have so far succeeded that, at every 
pettifogging election, even of the lowest official, every party 
spell is evoked, and all the rancour of political spleen is 
stirred up into full ferment. oJp 

About two miles westward of the city, beyond the hills. 
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is a rather fertile stripe of land, stretching sdong the coast 
of the bay; towards the entrance, at the end next the eiiy* 
there is a small fresh-water lake, round which a littde col^iy 
of washerwomen have planted themselves, and a right goad^ 
location it is for the business, as tJiA; water is soft and 
detergent, and the margin is girt with a thorny sembwood, 
which answers admirably for (&ying. When first seen £com. 
the hill-top it forms a unique feature in the kmdsoape,, 
su£&ciently imposing to confer a name on i^e coveof t^ 
bay adjoining it, which is laid down in the map as Washr 
erwoman's Bay. Some garden cultivation has been con^ 
menced in the same locality, the little streams that trielde 
down towards the lake aJQfording means of irzigaiion, and 
giving promise of crops, at the time of my visit, whi^h 
would lead, I should think, to the occupation, of all iba 
available land around for green vegetables, which were then 
a perfect treat, and commanded a most arbitnyy price. 

At the other end of the narrow plain stands the old 
Spanish presidio and landing, which is occupied by a hw 
American soldiers, and used as a depot for military stcures* 
The landing is a bad one, situated on a ^t, ui^rotected 
beach, and long since altogether abandoned as such. Ah<Hit 
a mile farther seaward is the old fort, standmg on & bold 
projecting point, which, with Punto Diavolo on the qppa* 
site shore, forms the throat of the harbour, Chrysof^lse, 
as it is called — a short mile in width, with deep watec 
close in to each shore, and no hidden danger or obstacle 
to obstruct navigation ; advantages almost superseding the 
necessity of pilotage. There were a few paltry remaiass. <rf 
Spanish f ortiiications^ about the fort,^ on which the Americana 
have improved, and planted some guns, round the inside 
of the headland, on the northern side of the entrance, of 
which Punto Diavolo is the extreme tongue. There is a 
nice sheltered little harbour, called San SoUto, where sh^ 
come to when there is not sufficient wind to enable them 
to stem the ebb tide; and vessels' outward-bound frequently 
call for water, as it is particulaiiy good. K the voyage be 
a long one, a considerable saving can he thus effected, 
ships' water at the city being four cents per gallon. A 
settlement has long since been formed here by a Ciq»taiii 
Eichardson, who owns the entire saddle of good land that 
lies betwixt the high ridges of the coast-range there. He 
is so jealous of neighbourhood or ^icroachment, that h& 
cannot be induced to let or sell any portion of his posses- 
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Bvms, althou^ lie does not use or occupjneaxly the extent 
of his temtoiy, which is called Plaasa de los Carailbs. 

Opposite llie Bay of San Soiito, in a north-eftsteri^ 
direction, lies the idand of De los Angeles, mudi ^le 
laigest in the Baj of San Francisco. Its shores are bold 
around; hut on the south and west rise abruptly to a giddj 
height. It is covered with fine pasture, and possesses good 
water and a sufficiency of firewood, but as yet has not 
tempted a wooer to its angdic embrace, Wes^e I to icnudn 
in' Oalifomift, I should choose it as my head-quarters; for, 
over asd above the properties I have mentioned, itspio^ 
tufesqiie situation is pre-eminently attractive. It meposea 
under the shelter of the ooast-range, and commands a 
mtost extensive view of the bay. From its south-^utdiffis 
yon see through the mouth of the harboinr the undulat- 
ing bosom of the bi^oad Pacific; immeotiately opposite, the 
more elevated terraces of the city sweetiy challenge ^kte 
view; and beyond its jutting extsemes the souihem seetion 
of the bay streftdies beyond the limits of vision, to receive 
the waters of line Santa Clara, on which stands the embar- 
cadero of the capital of San Jose; while towards the norti^ 
vnid is discernible the great entwuaoe to the Strait of Car- 
qnines, with the city of Benicio on its shores : a sort of 
aquatic Temple-bar, where vessels, boats, and baiges are 
jostling against each other as they pass. and. repass In 
throngs through this narrow thorou^^i&ore. 

Before learing Francisco, I would give a word of advice 
to emigrants — advice founded on my own personal, expe- 
rience, observation, and inquiry, and especially intetsded 
fbr tradesmen and mechanics^ a^o, in the chagrin of dis- 
appointment at finding a somewhat abated scale of wages, 
spurn excellent offers, and start off to ^e mines, whieve 
they find matters still more vexatiously at vadanoe wt& 
the gilded narratives that wheedled them fi»m their com- 
fortable homes. Before yieldmg to hasty impulse, let 
them collate and compare remuneration and expenditure 
with those items at home, and they will be constrained to- 
admit that industry and skill are still splendidly icffrardedr 
in San Francisco, notwithstanding the diminution of wages. 
If wages have become more moderate, so also has the cost 
of living, both still bearing their relative proportions. 
When one was excessively high, the other was similarly 
exorbitant; now both have subsided, yet income and et- 
penditure have not approximated uncomfortably. These 
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is still an ample margin, for a man not addicted to gaming 
and drinking, to augment a reserve fund, should he he 
disposed to found one, without abandoning his accustomed 
pursuits or rushing blindly to shatter his constitution, and 
return bowed down by sickness, without gains enough to 
defray the expenses that must accrue before restored health 
enables him to seek employment. 

The labourer, who all his life had been accustomed to 
hard toil and exposure, whose frame has been case- 
hardened by snows and sunshine, whose constitution wiU 
not shrink under the vicissitudes of diet and climate, is 
the proper manner of man for a miner. He has shivered 
the rock in the quarry at home ; he can do the same in 
California; he has worked in mud and water while digging 
the canal in his native coimtry, and can endure wet feet in 
the vocation of a gold digger. He was never daintily min- 
istered to in food — ^he pines not at the rough fare of the 
mines. But take the carpenter from behind his dry bench, 
the smith from his warm forge, and the spruce clerk from 
his high stool, and place them in cold water, with a red- 
hot sun glaring down upon them ; let them strain every 
muscle in this novel sphere of labour, rough it on hard 
bread and salt jimk, seeking re'pose on the damp earth, 
and, believe me, they will soon iexhibit the sad effects of so 
radical a change. 

Besides, steady employment about the different cities 
will enable a man to enjoy more comforts, and save more 
money, than he can in general procure by the precarious 
income of the diggings. The average daily income of 
miners, embracing all the diggings, has been computed, 
by persons in a position to make the calculation, at eight 
dollars ; . which, from my own observation, taking good 
mines and bad, energetic men and slothful, good worfanen 
and those unused to toil, I consider -tolerably near the 
mark. Let me next see the number of days on whidi this 
income can be reckoned on. We first subtract fifty-two. 
Sundays, and at least ninety-one days for the winter and 
high-water season, making together one hundred and forty- 
three days; those from three himdred and sixty-five leave 
two hundred and twenty-two days, or v^thin a fraction of 
thirty-two weeks. Then all miners allow at the rate of one 
day in the week for prospecting (seeking new groimd), 
which leaves a residue of one himdred and ninety working 
days; froni which I might, and should, deduct largely for 
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sickness and other contingencies; but admitting onekun- 
dred and ninety days as the yearly average at eight dollars 

, per day, it yields a total of fifteen hundred and twenty 
dollars, showing that something over four dollars per day 
for the year round is the miner's income. Let the mechanic 
or clerk, in following this calculation, also bear in mind, 
that while in Francisco or Sacramento he lays in his neces- 
saries at reasonable rates, the miner has to submit to the 

- most usurious exactions ; and, after a little sober reflection, 
I conceive he will fall in with my view of the matter. 



CHAPTER XVin. 

Change my Mind about Tisiting the San Joaquim Valley^Reasons for so doings 
Preraillng Character d the Cemntry— Kioe growing there profitaUe or not>- Wild 
Hones in the Valley~Bare Piotvres of Animated Mature—Colonel Fremont's 
Description of the Valley— Quartz Stratifications about the Mariposas District— 
Dr. Marsh's Opinion of the Valley. 

I ORIGINA3XY intended proceeding from San Francisco 
down the valley of the San Joaquim, and visiting the 
southern as well as the northern mines; but from the 
various descriptions I received from several intelligent 
parties, who worked in and travelled through them, there 
was so perfect a similarity in the character of the diggings, 
the returns, the habitans, and goings on there, that I 
thought there would be nothing of novelty or interest to 
repay me for the journey; nor was there any variety in the 
aspect of the country or scenery to attract the tourist who 
had already travelled through the valley of the Sacramento. 
The San Joaquim valley is largely composed of ttde 
marshes and low sedgy swamps, so subject to overflowing 
and lodgment that they cannot well be tiuned to profitable 
account, except it be in the cultivation of rice, in which 
employment, I understand, there are some parties at present 
engaged. Though I have no doubt as to its growing that 
grain freely, and yielding large crops of good quality, yet, 
from the very low rates at which it is imported from several 
of the islands of the Eastern Archipelago, where land and 
laboiu* are to be had for a mere song, I cannot be brought, 
to believe that it will ever become a remunerative species, 
of husbandry, even though " gone into" by sheer Yankees. 
Three cents per poimd is the price at the time I write, and 
I find the averages of the markets have been fully as low as. 
in South Carolina, where it is one of the prime products. 
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In the higiier, or move rolling distiiets as 4^j ste 
termed, the soil is good — not to be excelled lor rkhsiees 
hj the (most favoured portions of the Saeram^ito ^aU^, 
«nd some of the best looa:tioiis JuMre been settled; but, be- 
jond fttoek-^raising, the only ciiktiiio^on that hsHS been 
attempted is that of the vine, which, irom, manj stonples of 
^e grape I have seen, bids fair to be r^varded Yiiii suc- 
cess, in so far as the eharaeter of the irvat is cooa^shed. 
But though the juiee may be peeoliarly vinous, I appre- 
hend that a generation must pass away before aaay pcolit 
can be extracted from the purple clusters ; lacking which, 
in these degenerate days, the most delightful or utilitari^i 
avocations speedily languish and cease to interest 

The herds of wild horses form a ieatuse peculiar to i^ 
iraUey. They are of a splendid breed,, and up to ibis pe- 
riod have been suffered to inerease a»d multiply m^Mut 
interference or molestation, as the rancheros raise their 
own stock, and prefer the trouble of rearing and training 
Hiem 4o the labour and danger <yf catching and taming the 
fiery q«Kuibrupeds of nature's nm-tnring. I have heard B&9t- 
*r$l flowing deseiipUons of then, as they come ^ppou#^ 
careering sibout a band of iravellers, wi^ Saving snases 
mid streaming tails, sweeping ovear die plain with in^fHi- 
t»^vable fleetness, and gradually dkninishiEng ^le oireie, «s, 
subsiding ix^o their stately trot, they a|^roaeh ^estrangins, 
«iM»rting wilc^y, devodiirmg them with th^briUiant dislteaded 
^es, and i»anoBuvring around them in graoeM aiirre6,j«n- 
til, after havmg satiated thenr curiosity, ^ley rash off ^i^ 
the rapidity and noise of the whiriwind, as M actxiated kn^>a, 
eimttltaneons impulse. There is no animal in ABunateKi 
^Mtin>e to compare, for beauty, i^rmmetiy, or spisit, ^with^Ae 
horse; nor can I conceive any speetaek o€ moving Mf& 40 
asagnificent, so in^oshig, as tibe grand, proud a h andmi of a 
herd of Hbo^e noble animals. 

I will endeawHir to eompensateihe reader lor mymiitye- 
SMss of deacription by a few brief transeo^pts, whidii, for ret- 
s<ND!8 before adverted to in these ps^fee, may, perhaps* be 
3pegarded as over-warmly ooloured, tho«igh in theooaain cor- 
rdct. Oolonel Fremont, who has become a peraument 
Mttler in the valley, thus describes it: — 

** The valley of the San Joaquim is a^i»«iit tfaaree hvndfed^ 
miles long and sixty broad, between the 6l(^s of th« coast 
momatains and the Sierra Nevada, with « genesal elevation 
of only a few huncb^d ^set above the lervei of the sea. It 
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^M«esents a variety of soil, from ^dry and unproductive to 
-weil-w«tered and luxuriantly fertile. The eastern (wbich 
is the fertile) side of the valley is intersected by nume- 
msnm streams, forming large and beautiful bottoms of fertile 
Iftnd, wooded prineipaily wiih white oak (QuerGus longi- 
tana)^ m open groves of handsome trees, often five and 
six feet in diameter and sixty to eighty feet high; only the 
lax^er streams, which are from fifty to one hundred and 
fifty feet wide, and drain the upper parts of the mountains, 
pass entirely across the valley, forming the Tulare Lakes 
and Ban Joaquim Biver, which, in the rainy season, make 
A ^eantinuoas stream from the head of the valley to the bay . 
ThB foot-hills ^f the Sierra Nevada, wbidi limit the vaU^, 
omake a woodland country, diversified with undulating 
iffcxnmds and pretty valleys, and watered with numerous 
Bmidl streams, which reach only a few miles beyond the 
hills, the springs which supply them not being copious 
enough to carry them across the plains. These afford 
'S0me adv^itageous spots for farms, making sometimes 
lai^e bottoms of rich moist land. The rolling surface of 
the hills presents sunny exposures, sheltered from the 
winds ; and having a highly favourable climate and suitable 
«oil, are considered to be well adapted to the cultivation of 
the grape, and will probably become the principal vine- 
growing regi^a of Oidiforma. The uplands bordiering the 
valleys of the large streams are usually wooded with over- 
seen oaks, and the intervening plains are timbered with 
groves or belts of ev«^reen and white oaks. Among the 
prairies, or open land, the surfece of the valley consists of 
iiow level plains, along 1^ Tulare Lakes and San Joaquim 
Siv^, changing into uiwiuiatmg rolling ground nearer the 
l6ot>>hOlB of the mountains." 

Colonel Fremont's location in tfce valley is called the 
Mariposas, being situated on a small creek of #iat name, 
Ijelween the Sierra Nevada and the Baaa Joaquim; it 
comprises ten n^tos or leagues square, purchased from a 
^Spani^ grantee, fmd said to contain quartz stratifications 
bcfih. neh and extensive; so much so, that a sMiguine 
.pi^biic have placed the colonel in the ever-to-be-desired 
position of "t^ ri^shest man in the world." I have seen 
many specimens of the amalgamataons from the Mariposas, 
in whi^ the golden particles are so very minute that they 
caanot wdl be detected with the naked eye; but tbe colonel 
afi&rms that, on stamping and retorting, the rock yield 
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three ounces of pure metal to ihe pound of quartz: a per- 
centage that would certainly justify the enviable position 
his friends have assigned him, but one that will not, in 
my mind, be realized by experiment. However, the matter 
wUl soon be tested, as he has let off some portions of his 
land to companies, who are now engaged in erecting the 
necessary machinery. 

As a general thing, there are much lai^er districts Of 
quartz stratifications appertaining to the valley of San Joa- 
quim than to that of Sacramento ; and in some of these the 
gold is not only combined in minute granular amalgama- 
. lions, but runs in rich thick cords and bunches, averagii^ 
to the full as much metal as stone. These regions have 
not as yet been fully explored ; but su16&ci<ait is known to 
warrant a belief that they are vastly extensive, and vdll 
constitute the gold mines of CaUfomia long after all the 
.present surface-picking is exhausted. 

Dr. Marsh, a gentleman of enterprise and intelligence, 
who settled in a fertile and romantic district near the base 
of Monte Diavolo, before there was any idea entertained 
of the hidden wealth of the country, tiius describes the 
valley of his adoption in a descriptive pamphlet: — 

" It forms a &ie pastoral region, with a good proportion 
of fine land, and a very inviting field for emigration. The 
whole of this region has been imperfectly explored. Enough, 
however, is known to make it certain that it is a fertile 
country. In the valleys of the rivers which come doim 
from the great Sierra Nevada, are vast bodies of pine, 
cedar, and red-wood. The whole coimtry east of the San 
Joaquim, and the waters of the Tulare LaJces, is considered 
by the best judges to be peculiarly adapted to the culture 
of the vine, which must necessarily become one of the prm^ 
dpal resources of California" 

This latter sentence is one to which I would respectfully 
call the attention of Colonel Fremont, and those oUi«r 
writers and talkei-s who stand out for Califomia's being 
essentially a corn-growing country, because it emanates 
from the pen of a gentleman of a high^order of attainments 
and a practical experimentalist, long living in the country, 
who, after trying a large variety of crops, affirms that vine- 
growing ** must necessarily become- one of the principal 
agricultural resom'ces of California;" tUe inference being 
evident, that it is unsuitable for most other productions. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Prefttory ObsenraUonft— California first Discovered^Tlie first Colonisation Ezpedl* 
tioD— Estaliiislnnent of tlie early Missions— Tlicir total Number— An OutUne of 
their System— Their Success in teaching Trades and Husbandry, and in securing 
the Friendship of the Indians— Fraternisation of the Spaniards and Indians — Leads 
to Intermarriages— The Period from which the Missions began to Decline— Date 
of their complete Subversion — Flagitious Conduct of the Government of the Day 
— Those promising Establishments hasten to Decay— Extracts— Form of Govern, 
ment in Upper California in 1822— Presidios, Description of— Their Strength and 
Duties— The Missions — Dates of Foundation— Detailed Account of their Appen^ 
anoe jmd Construction— Indian Rancherias — Authority and Duties of the Here, 
rend Fatiiers — Extent of the Missions — Number of Indians attached to them. 
— Natural Habits of the Indians — The general Productions of the Missions— Tltey 
establish a Commerce in the Exportation of Hides— Inland Towns, their Number 
and Social Distinctions— Amusements — Fecundity of the Whites in California- 
Ports and Commerce— Value of their Exports. 

As the next branch of my rambles takes a southerly direc- 
tion through the valleys of San Jose and San Juan, where 
the native Califomian is still to be foimd following his 
peaceful pastoral avocations amidst the wreck of his early 
institutions, I think a few prefatoiy remarks will not be 
. out of place, together with a short extract from an obser- 
vant and accomplished Spanish writer, showing the state 
and condition of the country in 1822, when Mexican inde- 
pendence was thoroughly established. 

Alta Califomia was discovered in 1548, by Cabrillo, an 
adventurous Spanish navigator, who effected a landing on 
the coast somewhere about where San Diego now stands,, 
and first held intercom-se with the wild aboriginal inhabi- 
tants of the country, planting the standard of Christianity 
on its remote and lonely shores; but it was not until the 
close of the last century, in 1769, that it was regularly 
colonised by Spaniards, the first properly organised expe- 
dition having been got up in 1768, imder the auspices of 
Father Jimipera Serra, Prefect of the College of San Fer- 
nando, in Mexico, and commanded by Don Gaspar de 
Portala, which arrived in the following June, in two divi- 
sions, contiguous to the point of original discovery; and 
from that period may be dated its connection with Spain 
and Mexico, which afterwards held it in a state of inter- 
mittent subjection, \mtil the late conquest by ^e United 
States. "^^ ' ^^^^^ 
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At the above juncture commenced the systematic con- 
version and enlightenment of the natives, a Mission being 
immediately founded, about two leagues from San Diego, 
called San Diego de Alcala, and others, in quick succes- 
luon, at other favourable pomts, under the protection of 
presidios (armed posts), imtil, as appears by a report ^rom 
-die viceroy to the king, dated at Mexico, ^7^ December, 
1793, there v^rere thirteen in active, useful operation, whidi 
nimiber was subsequently augmented to twenty-one. In- 
ducements were held out to the natives to come in and 
fiettle closely around them, those that remained fractious 
>«Dd troublesome being diasiised and k^ under by Ihe 
military. But t^ great majority, wHhottt much persua- 
sion, came to reside in rancherias (villages) pirepared for 
Aeir reception, where they were initiated into tihie truths 
of revealed religion, trained to labour on the Mission lands, 
and educated and instructed in many of the most useful 
practical trades and sciences ; amongst which that of agri- 
culture was pursued with sudi skill and industry, that its 
products amazed "fee enterprising V^eouvwr and the sciai- 
tific Humboldt. Orain sufficient for their wants was raised 
tirom the soil by the aid of irrigation; vegetable husbandry, 
by the same means, yielded a superabundance; fruitlol 
orchards crowded with every variety of treficatl fruat» deem- 
ing vineyards ifith profuse chasters of the feest Avowed 
grapes, and large thriving herds of imported In^eecb, «ff- 
rounded the establishments of the holy ^Etdiers, who, 1^ 
their suavity and benevolence, so attached those chikhren 
of natore to ^6m, that they ruled and controlled ihem 
wi^on t the ^cerciseof any iiksome i«stran»t. They gradual^ 
€5rtended the sphere of their influence until Ae whole len^ 
«nd breadth of the country came within iheyr g^it^ swi^» 
inducing the natives in the most remote fastnesses to Iw- 
«ake their savage haunts and habits, m order to partioipate 
in the benefits of the new order of things. The «b(»i^- 
nes conformed so readily to Spanish customs, and beeame 
so socially amalgamated, that the new lay-setitlers did not 
hesitate to strengthen the chain of connection by fpeqfte&t 
intermarriages, the more especially, as, »t tfee coimaEieBce- 
ment, there was little, if any, female immigratioii &om the 
^Id country. 

The toarch of progressive civilisation and improvement 
received its first check on the declaration of Mexkan inde- 
pendence, when, with the officious zeal peculiar te most 
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xerolutioniiay governments, ^ae new Mexican rulers ealle^ 
in question the nature and extent of Mission grants, arro- 
gating a power of int^erence, and a temper, at oee^ ine^i- 
sistent with l^eir original ri^ts and ixmnunities and the 
cbntinnoos profiperity of those inKtitutioiis. ^be reverend 
iitherg bom ^ against those usurpations iuoid injuries with 
Inily Christian fortil»de and forhearanee, subnntting widi 
UQComplatning resignation to the most wanton iwHs of i^^- 
jyiiUion, whidi alienated from them ^le fairest portiooB of 
jUteir reokfekifeed domains. Nor did ^ej ahsAe m the 
frii^itest l^ir phikntiir^^ic labours until 18^6, when (me 
^f ^le many initefcnal revolutions and political ehsnges of 
^ffviermaent occurred, bringing in its train a seri^ of irei^ 
«liai»ge8 and iimovaticms, whieh sanctioned the destmetion 
1^ the Mission establishments, by the aclnlrary seculfiitsa- 
tion of their lands aad t^kesnents, and even the per^np- 
i0ry distributicm &£ their cattle and stores. A corrupt and 
degenezttte goTemment pensioned its local minions and 
jrapacious partisans by ce^tenancing and enforcing this 
i^rstem of wholesale plunder and devastation, as unjust as 
it was in^olttie; for the reverend fathers, seeing they could 
make no head againsFt 1^ ne^Krious cnir^it, for the most 
^art i«tifed from the country, or abandoned their smiling 
^steblishments, which, from being model hi^es of indttstvy 
. «nd order, soon began to decay and relapse Into their os<igi- 
md state of barx^na^s; the Indian neophytes vetommg to 
.^vattive barbarism, and even the Tery ten^les of God 
participating in the univ^^std a»d deplond>le ^e(my. 

The following are the «xtra£t8 altuded to an tiie early 
^part of the cheater, which will be fo«md to blend illustia- 
;6f«fty with the ei^^erienees of my short tour in ;lhe pasteMStl 
f^egions of G&Mmm^ aad eonvey as frdl a summavy of the 
l^toiy of the country as may satisfy the general reader; 
rfor its Barlkst historical epoch may be strictly said to date 
from the founding of the first Mission, unless we go back 
ito barbaric traditions and si:q>^stitions: — 

'' Upper Oalilbmia, on account of its smidl populstiiHi, 
not being able to becon^ a 8'tate of the great Mexican 
Bepublic, takes tiie character of a territory, the govem- 
^a^nt «f whieh is under the chaorge of a commandaot- 
general, who exereises the charge of a superior poiiticial 
chief, whose attributes depend entirely upon tiae President 
.4rfthe ^cpul^o eaad the G^aeral Congress; bat to amplify 
.^e le^(ktion of its centre, it has a depotation made up 



204 A STROLL THB0U6H THK 

of seven vocals, the half of these individuals heing removed 
every two years; the superior poUticcd chief presides at 
their sessions; the inhahitants of the territory are divided 
amongst the presidios, Missions, and town&r. 

** The necessity of protecting the apostoUc predication 
was the ohligatoiy reason for forming die presidios, which 
were established according to circumstances. That of San 
Diego was the first — Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San 
Francisco afterwards; the forms of all of them are nearly 
the same — and that is, a square containing about two hun- 
dred yards on each point, formed of a weak wall made of 
mud bricks ; its height may be four yards in the interior 
of the square, and built on to some wall; in its entire 
circumference are a chapel, storehouses, and houses for the 
commandant, officers, and troops, having at the entrance 
of the presidio quarters for a corps de garde, 

*' These buildings in the presidios, at the first idea, ap- 
pear to have been sufficient, the only object being for a 
defence against a surprise from the Gentiles, or wild 
Indians, in the immediate vicinity; but this cause having 
ceased, I believe they ought to be demolished, as they are 
daily threatening a complete ruin, and, from the very limited 
spaces of habitation, must be very incommodious to those 
who inhabit them. As to the exterior of the presidios, 
several private individuals have built some very decent 
houses, and having evinced great emulation in this brandi 
of business, I have no doubt that in a short time we shall 
see very considerable towns in California. 

" At the distance of one, or, at most, two miles from the 
presidio, and near to the anchoring-ground, is a fort, which 
has a few pieces of artillery of sm^ caUbre. The situation 
of the most of them is very advantageous for the defence 
of the port, though the form of^ the walls, esplanades, and 
other imperfections which may be seen, make them veiy 
insignificant. 

" The battalion of each presidio is made up of eighty or 
more horse-soldiers, called cueros; besides these, it has a 
number of auxiliary troops, and a detachment of artillery; 
the commandant of each presidio is the captain of its re- 
spective company, and besides the intervention, militaiy 
and political, he has charge of all things relating to the 
marine department. 

" The Missions contained in the territory are twenty-one. 
They were built at different epochs; that of San Diego» 
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being the first, was built in 1769: its distance from the 
presidio of the same n*me is two leagues. The rest were 
built successively, according to circumstances and necessi- 
ties; the last one was founded in the year 1822, under the 
name of San Francisco Dolores., and is the most northern 
of them all. 

** The edifices in some of the Missions are more exten- 
sive than in others, but in form they are nearly all equal ; 
they are fabricated of mud-bricks, and the divisions are 
according to necessity. In all of them may be found com- 
modious habitations for the ministers, storehouses to keep 
their goods in, proportional granaries, offices for soap- 
makers, weavers, blacksmiths, and large parterres, and 
horse and cattle pens, independent apartments for Indian 
youth of each sex, and all such offices as were necessary 
at the time of its institution; contiguous to, and communi- 
cating with the former, is a church, forming a part of the 
edifices of each Mission. They are all very proportionable, 
and ornamented with profusion. 

" The Indians reside about two hundred yards distant 
from the above-mentioned edifice; this place is called the 
* Rancheria.' Most of the Missions are made up of very 
reduced quarters, built with mud bricks, forming streets ; 
while in others the Indians have been allowed to follow 
their primitive customs, their dwellings being a sort of huts 
in a conical shape, which, at the most, do not exceed four 
yards in diameter, and the top of the cone may be elevated 
three yards. They are built of rough sticks, covered with 
bulrushes or grass in such a manner as to completely pro- 
tect the inhabitants firom all the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther. In my opinion, these rancherias are the most 
adequate to the natural uncleanliness of the Indians, as 
the families often renew them, burning the old ones, and 
immediately building others with the greatest facilit}^ Op- 
posite the rancherias, and near to the Missions, is to be 
found a small garrison, with proportionate rooms for a cor- 
poral and five soldiers, with their families. This small 
garrison is quite sufficient to prevent any attempt of the 
Indians fi'om taking effect, there having been some exam- 
ples made which cause the Indians to respect this small 
force. One of these piquets in a Mission has a double 
object besides keeping the Indians in subjection ; they run 
post with a monthly correspondence, or with^^ny ^xtraor- 
dinaries that may be necessary for government. 
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"All iAie Mtsoons in Hiis Oalifomia am nnd^ Uml 
charge of religious men, of the on^rof San Fraaeisco^. 
at the present time their number is tr^renty^seren, all of anr 
advanced age. Each Mission has one of IhesO' Esthers S&t 
its administrator, and ,he holds absolute authority. The 
tilling of the ground, the gathering of the harvest, Ifee- 
slaughtering of catd^, tiie weaving, and ' everything that 
concerns the Mission, are under the direction of ^le fathers^ 
without any other person interfering in any way whaatever; 
so that, if one Mission has the good fortune to be-superin 
tended by an industrious and discreet padre, <lie iiidiac»' 
enjoy in abimdance all the real necessaries of life. At the 
same time the nakedness and misery of aay ooe-MtsskHi 
aee palpable ^oofs of the in»divity of its director. Th» 
Missions extend their possession from one extremity ci 
the tenitoiy to the other, smd have nuacte the limito of onet 
Mission from those of ano&er. Though th^ do not re^ 
quire all this land for agriculture and ^e mamtenaDee of 
^eir stock, they have appropriated the whole, alwarfs 
strongly opposing any individtwd who may wiA to setde 
himself or his family on any piece of l«id between them ;• 
but it is to be hoped, from die new system of l^islatioa, 
and ib^ necessity of augmenting private property, that t&e 
' people of reason' will cause the government to take sui^ 
adequate measures as will conciliate the intepests* of alL 
Amon^ all the Missions^ there iEire from t^wetety-oner 
thousand to twenty^two thousand Catiaolic In^ons; hot 
each Mission has not an equal or proportionate shore m 
its congregation: some have three ^ousand or four thoo^ 
sand, while others have scarcely four huxMhed; and ait this 
difference may be computed the riches of ihe Missions iat 
proportion. Besides tlie nimiber of Indians already fi^kmt: 
of, each Mission has a number of Gentiles, who live 
chiefly on the frrms annexed to tlie Missions: the number 
of them is undetermined. 

" The Indians are naturadly filthy and careless, and Utesr 
xmderstanding is very limited in &e smoU arts ; they ttw 
not deficient in ideas of imitation, but they never will be 
inventors. Their true character is that of being revenge- 
ful and timid ; consequently they are veiy much addicted 
to treachery. They have no knowledge of bene^ts re- 
ceived, and ingratitude is common amongst them. The 
education they receive in their infancy is not the proper 
one to develope their reason, and if it were, I do not be- 
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lieve tiKm capable af any good impfession. All these' 
Indians, whether firom the continual use of the &weat- 
house, or from their ffithineas, or the little ventilation in 
their habitations, are weak and enervated^ Spasms and 
rheumatism, to which they are so much suhject, are the 
consequences of then* customs; but what most injures 
them, and prevents propagation, is an imported disease,, 
which most of them have very strongly, clearly proving 
that their huau)urs are predisposed to receiving the impre&^ 
sions of that contagion. From this reason may be deduced 
the enormous difference between the births and deaths,, 
which, without doubt, is one-tenth per year in flavour of the 
latter; but tbe missionaries do all in their power to prevent, 
this, with respect to the catechumens situated near tbem. 

''The general productions of the Missions are the breed 
of the larger class of cattle, sheep, and horses; wheat, midze 
or Indian com, beans, peas, and othor vegetables; though 
the productions of the Missions situated more to the sou^- 
ward aa:e more extensive, these producing the grape and 
olive in great ahundance. Of all these articles of produc- 
tion, tlie most lucrative are the large cattle, their hidea and 
tallow affording an active commerce with foreign vessek on 
this coast, this be>ng the only means the inhabitants, mis- 
sionaries, and pvivate individuals, have of supplying their 
actual necessities. For this reason they give this bnmch all 
the impulse they possibly can, and on it generally place all 
their attention. 

"It is now six years siiice they began to gather in hides 
and tallow for commerce. Formerly they merely tookcace. 
of as many, or as much, as they required for their owDupri- 
vate use, and the rest was thrown away as useless; but at 
this time, the actiial number of hides sold annually, on 
board of foreign vessels, amount to thirty thouscmd or forty 
thousand, and about the same amount of arrobas (twenty- 
j&ve pounds) of tallow; and inpm-suing their present me- 
thod, there is no doubt but in three or four years the 
amount of the exportation of each of these articles will be 
doubled. . Flax, linen, wine, olive-oil, grain, and other agri- 
cultural productions, would be more extensive if there 
were stimulants to excite industry; but this not being the 
case, there is just grain enough sown and reaped for the 
consumption of the inhabitants in the territory. 

*• The towns contained in the district are three, the most 
populous being that of Angeles, which has about twelve 
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hundred souls; that of St. Joseph's of Guadalupe maj 
contam six hundred; and the vilWe of Branciforte, two 
hundred. They are all formed ic^erfectly, and without 
order, each person having huilt his own house on the spot 
he thought most convenient for himself. The first of these 
puehlos is governed hy its corresponding body of magis 
trates, composed of an alcalde, or judge, four regidores or 
municipal officers, a syndic, and secretary; the second, of 
an alcalde, two regidores, a syndic, and secretary; and the 
third, on accoimt of the smallness of its population, is sub 
ject to the commandancia of Monterey. 

" The inhabitants of the towns are white, and, to distin- 
guish them from the Indians, are vulgarly called people of 
rmson. The number of these contained in the territory 
may be nearly five thousand. These families are divided 
among the pueblos and presidios ; they are nearly all the 
descendants of a small number of individuals who came 
from the Mexican country — some as settlers, others in Ihe 
service of the army — ^accompsmied by their wives and some' 
few foreigners. In the limited space of little more than 
fifty years the present generation has been formed. 

" The whites are in general a robust race, healthy and 
well made. Some of them are occupied in breeding and 
raising cattle, and cultivating small quantities of wheat 
and beans ; but for want of sufficient land, for which they 
cannot obtain a rightfiil ownership, and the difficulties of 
irrigation, their labours are very limited. Others dedicate 
themselves to the service of arms. All the presidial com- 
panies are composed of natives of the country, but the most 
of them are entirely indolent, it being very rare for any 
individual to strive to augment his fortune. Dancing, horse- 
riding, and gambling, occupy all their time. The arts are 
entirely unlmown, and I am doubtfiil if there is any one 
individual who exercises any trade. Very few tmderstand 
letters, and only the simple sciences are practised amongst 
ihem. 

♦* The fecundity of the people of reason is extreme. It is 
very rare to find a married couple with less than five or six 
children, while there are hundreds who have fix)m twelve 
to fifteen. Very few of them die in their youth, and on 
reaching a moderate age, are sure to see their grand- 
children. The age of eighty and one hundred has ^ways 
been common in this climate Most infirmities are un- 
known amongst them, and the freshness and robustness of 



DIGGINGS OF CAUFORNIA. 209 

the people show the beneficial influences of the climate; 
the women, in particular, have always the roses stamped 
on their cheeks. This oeautiful species are, without doubt, 
the most active and laborious, exercising all their vigilance 
in the duties of the house, the cleanliness of their children, 
and attention to their husbands, dedicating all their leisure 
moments to some kind of occupation that may be useful 
towards their maintenance ; their clothing is always clean 
and decent, nakedness being entirely unjuiown among 
either sex. 

" There are four ports, principal bays, in this territory, 
which take the names of the corresponding presidios. The 
best guarded is that of San Diego ; that of San Francisco 
has many advantages; Santa Barbara is but middling in the 
best parts, at some times always bad. Besides the above- 
mentioned places, vessels sometimes anchor at Santa Cruz, 
San Luis Obispo, El Refugio, San Pedro, and San Juan, 
that they may obtain the productions of the Missions 
nearest these last-mentioned places; but, from an order 
sent by the minister of war, and circulated, by the com- 
mandant-general, we are given to understand that no 
foreign vessel is permitted to anchor at any of these places, 
Monterey only excepted. The commandant-general has 
allowed the first three principal ports to remain open 
provisionally; were it not so, there would undoubtedly be 
an end to all commerce with California, as I will quickly 
show. 

"The only motive that induces foreign vessels to visit 
this coast is for the hides and tallow which they barter for 
in the territory. It is well known that in any of these ports 
there is no possibility of realising any money, for here it 
does not circulate ; the goods imported by the foreign ves- 
sels are intended to facilitate the purchase of the aforesaid 
articles, it being known that the Missions have no interest 
in money, but rather such goods as are necessary for the 
Indians; so that several persons who have brought goods 
to sell for nothing but money, have not been able to sell 
them. It will appear very extraordinary that money should 
not be appreciated in a country where its value is so well 
known; but the reason may be easily perceived by attend- 
ing to the circumstances of the territory. 

" The quantity of hides gathered annually is about thirty 

thousand or forty thousand, and the arrobas of taUow, with 

, very little difference, will be about the same. Averaging the 
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prke of each artiole at tw6 doUaars, we shall see Hkts^ the m- 
trinsic valiie in annual eurculation ^C^ifomia is one him- 
fibred and forty thousand dollars; tms slun, divided between 
twenty-one Missions, will give each one six thousand six 
hundred and sixty-six dollars. Supposing ihe only pro- 
duction of the country converted into money, with what 
would the Indians be clothed, and by what means would 
they be able to buy a thousand other necessaries? Mon^ 
is useful in amplifying speculations; but in Califomia, as 
yet, there are no speculations, and its productions are bardy 
sufficient for the absolute necessary coasumption. The 
some companaon may be made with respect to private itt- 
cbviduals, ti^Ik) are able to gather a few hides said a &w 
arrobas of taEow, these being in small quantities." 
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I oBieiNAXLJ intended travelling by land to Saa Jose, as I 
expected the company of an agreeable friend, fisaniliar wilh 
the route; but as he was detained by a sudden call of busi- 
ness, I chose iihe water as the more preferable mode ^ 
reaching it, there being a small steamer on the stalioiir; 
not, indeed, very attractive in appearanee or aecommodir 
tion, for ^e was shaped more like a vat than a boat; pro- 
pelled by a wheel aft the rudder; the machinery, boiler and 
all, standing right in the centre of the only apartment ^ae 
contained, where the whole of the passengers were hud- 
dled together, broiling wititi their own animal heat and that 
of the furnace, breathing an atmosphere of escaped steam 
and grease, and in constant bodily danger of being luggai 
in amongst the wheels, cranks, and pistons* Thic^ de^W 
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was the" fare; and after filling her until there was no more 
standing room, we ^pmrd she was so fast agroimd that we 
should be compelled to wait till next tide. As we could 
not land, the water being so shallow about us that no boats 
could approach, and no one seemed disposed for a bout at 
mud-larking, there was nothing for it but patience, resigna- 
tion, and the pastime of relieving legs for six hours, which 
was not very agreeable, as might be conjectured from the 
fact that the vessel took a list, which made our footing 
somewhat precarious. The few seats on board were occu- 
pied by ladies, who constituted tableaux vivam of a series 
of individual satires on the lady who sat on the monument. 

Had we been enabled to start in the morning, we would 
have had daylight with us to our destination ; but as it was, 
the shades of evening enveloped us in their sombre veil be- 
fore we got half-way down the bay; the lower part of which 
is so studded with shoals that we had to grope our way 
slowly, with the lead over each bow, until we got to the 
mouth of the river — a narrow, tortuous stream, where the 
current with the ebb was nearly a match for our horse- 
power; so that the nine miles to the embareadero occu* 
pied us nearly as many hours in accomplishing it. I never 
before endured so much fatigue, of so unusual a nature ; 
standing twenty hours vnthout room to sneeze or draw, a 
ftiU inhalation; and as the morning's sun revealed the 
aspect of the group, I think I never within the same com- 
pass saw so many^woe-begone visages, grimy and greasy to 
an extent that almost puzzled identification. I sincerely 
felt for the embarrassment of the ladies, who were «iyi- 
dently suffering in the ^n:oes of exposure, rightly conjec- 
turing that the delicate tints of their velvet cheeks had 
contracted the hue of the filthy varnish, which was nowise 
itoiproved by the nervous application of cambric. I have 
remarked ladies as they emerged from the gaseous glare of 
the ball-room into the clear critical light of day; but the 
complexional transfusion on board the steamer outdid all 
comparison. 

The country on each side of the river (the Santa Clara) 
up to the embareadero is low, and covered with tule, 
scarcely fiimishing a patch of pasture the entire way. 
Nevertheless, its dreariness was relieved by the scenery in 
the background, where the green verdure of wild oats and 
barley decked the mountains to their summits, and dark 
ravines, wooded with fine timber, intersected their sides, 
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marking the course of the waters ^hat b^tlry d0wir1iieni'4ti 
the ramy season. At the point of^^ebarcation, the rive4 
at low water, is barely wide enough for two ships to 1^ 
alongside each other; and, as usual, there is a town laid 
but there, with its lines of embryo streets and squaarea 
ostentatiously indicated. But speculation had not takeii 
root in building, beyond some half-dozen houses. The prini 
cipal trade of the place is storage-vending, boarding atid 
lodging being vexatioilsly engrossed by an old British ship 
belonging to Belfast, which was towed up, dismantled; and 
though not exactly fited tq^ in the style of Trajan's palacdj 
On the I*ake of Nemi, still so far excelled the est^lish^ 
nients on shore in comfort and accommodation, ^at ^i* 
left them without a customer: a piece of monopoly so pro* 
yoking to Yankee cupidity, that they tippUed to the author 
rities for an injunction to restrain her proprietors from 
carrying on business on board of her, on the score that it 
was an infraction of the navigation laws ; and it would ntft 
surprise me one whit if the executive ban were placed <m 
this " sheer hulk," embedded in the mud, without eitii^ 
tnast or rudder, as British sul^jects are sure to have a free 
interpretation of this restrictive code when it jars with the 
interests of nativB Americans. There will be no difficulty 
in making her oUt to be a " foreign bottom," and her doii^ 
a business by gangway with either bank of the river can bJ 
easily construed into a " coasting trade." 

From the embarcadero to the pueblo (town) of San Josfe 
is eight miles, commencing the fertile portion of the lovdy 
vajley of that name, which is chiefly settled by natives <rf 
the ** sea-girt isles." The plain is devoid of timber, exc^ 
along the several arroyos (rivulets) that meander throng 
it, the courses of which are indicated by handsome belts of 
oak and sycamore; but along the base of the mountains by 
-which it is bounded, deep groves of pine, oak, and red- 
wood, of immense magnitude, are to be found. On ea<A 
hand, as you travel towards the pueblo, may be seen hand- 
some, comfortable ranchos in picturesque situations, and 
large herds of the finest cattle feeding over the finest pas- 
ture. More closely approaching the town, you meet some 
neat modern villas, with handsome enclosures and w^ 
cultivated gardens : suburbs that would lead you to expect 
a place of corresponing taste and regularity; but in this I 
was completely disappointed, for it is a scattered, ineo^ 
gruous collection of poor houses, having -for itSviiodeiii. 
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like nlestv Spanish towim^ a plaza or square, the other 
buildmgs and dwellii^ being erected at t^e caprice of the 
proprietors, without^iny idea or desire of order or regula- 
rity; and if I were to subtract all those of recent construc- 
tion, evidently the work of the late settlers, it would be a 
place of utter insignificance. The majority of the old 
Spanish houses are of the rudest and simplest construction^ 
the walls being composed of stout hurdles, which constitute 
Hie standards of a rough wicker-work, that is plastered 
coarsely over with adhesive clay, covered in with tule thatch, 
or hides, an apron of which answers for a window-shutter, 
for in that class they do not aspire to the use of glass: u 
hide^ also, is generally substituted for a door. There are 
some few houses that can boast a second story, built of 
adobe bricks, and roofed with tiles, supplied in Hie pahny 
days of the Missions, in which the better order reside; 
but although they are comfortable and commodious, they 
scarcely look respectable, bearing those marks of sloth and 
Begligence which appertain to everything that falls within 
tibe province of the male population in that country; for the 
only things the Mexican cares to take any trouble about 
are the trappings and accoutrements of his saddle-horse. 

The CaUiolic chapel, occupying the c^itre of the plaza, 
is the principal feature of the city, if not for beauty, at 
least for dimensions; and so slight is its affinity to any ec 
clesiastical order of architecture, that, were it not for the 
religious emblem of Christianity that stands conspicuously 
on the apex of its gable, a stranger would be mor^ likely 
to set it down as a great, unsightly barrack or bam. li is 
built of adobe bricks, with walls about four feet thick; Mis 
One hundred and fifty feet long, and only twenty-fom* feet 
wide, about the proportionate width of a single aisle; with 
two transepts, like arms broken off at the elbows, which 
ire, if possible, still more awkwardly disproportionate; 
while the vast space of dead-wall on each side is only re- 
lieved by four apertures intended for windows, about four 
feet by two ; so that it neither requires ar woodcut nor a 
laborious effort of imagination to conjure up an' idea of the 
clumsy figure it cuts in its conspicuous position. There 
is no attempt ^t internal decoration: it is roughly white- 
washed, and the walls are hung here and there with 
^Scriptural prints, executed in -the coarsest style of art, 
'aubed over in the most slovenly manner. The flooring is 
so badly joined, that a walking-cane might drop down 
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betwixt ^e slks, while even tbe flltar and nuli^ga arouoil 
it look more like temporary make-ii^taihaii the delihente 
efforts of a tradesman. 9 

1 hi^pened to be in San Jos^ during Easter, which gxeat 
Christian festival is celebrated there in a two-fold manner, 
the rural inhabitants flocking, in to take part in the religioug 
ceremonies, and enjoying ^emselves m dancings horses 
racing, and buU-flghting; but this latter pastime has been 
lately discontinued in Upper Oalifomia, having receded 
within the limits of Sonora and Mexico. The pueblo, oa 
Easter Sunday morning, was thronged with a gay and 
motley crowd: carretas,'^ driven by Indian vaqueros (herds)b 
momentarily arriving with family groups, who immediately 
retired, either to the house of an acquaintance or to the 
rear of some garden, to change their travelling attire for 
splendid dresses of the richest Chinese silks, which fltted 
their flne forms with the greatest accuraoy; members of 
the wealthier class dashed in at intervals in light curricks, 
whisked along by spirited horses; young cabidleros gallop- 
ing at full speed, and those blessed with sefioras adopting 
a more sober pace, the fair dame sitting in front, reclining 
in. the bend of her partner's arm^ with which he holds a 
parasol, while with the other he manages the horse. The 
mongrel costume, which has lately been gaining favoiff 
amongst them, was, on this occasion, altoge^er discarded, 
and the pure, unmixed Spanish ^ishions were adopted fay 
the natives; caball^os using their steeple-crowned som- 
breros, blight-coloured ponchos and serapes, ^elvet calzo- 
neras, thickly studded with small silver buttons* loose white 
cambric calzoncillas, and buff boots of undressed leather, 
to which were attached the enormous spurs peculiar to 
the country, with rowels as large as a cockade, trailing 

* The carreta is the ancient Spanish cart, and certainly the most 31- 
contrived vehicle ft is irossiWe to imagine. It is eonstrvcted froa a 
long heavy pieee of timber, reaching in the centre from the end all tte 
way out to the oxen's heads, answering the purpose of a pole, and i« 
rouffhly morticed into a strong, clumsy, transverse beam, placed exactly 
in the centre of the body, which comtitntes the axle; side and e«i 
beams being rudely ai&xed to svstain the frame, all of a scantUitgM 
heavy that they make a load of themselves without any freight. The 
wheels are about two feet in diameter, made by cross-cutting two slices, 
eight inches thick, off the butt of a 1q^; tbe hole in which the aiis 
works is oae foot in cireamferenoe, and not made to fit with any ap 
proach to exactitude, a huge oaken linch-pin, with a big knob-head- 
keeping them in their place. The carreta is made to balance, and Is 
^awn by means of a croM-bar at the esd of tbe pole, wiik^Lis ittwiwdg 
by strong raw hide tlkongs to the horns of the oxen. c>^^ 
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al6ng ffee grotmd, and dangling on each side of them tW0 
Mttle pendent drops <A steel, that prodaeed a pearpetual 
"tinkle, tinkle." ^ 

It ims quite easy to distinguish between I3ie foreign said 
jSKdye ladies, independency of feature ax^ complexion, ad 
tiie Spanish dames cover their heads with fine crape or 
silken scarfs of considerahle length, which Ml graoefc^y oh 
^iteir shoulders, the ends ooming to the front, and gathered 
loosely in the hand, while the others wore the stiff bonnet, 
which looked prim and prudish in eompftrison. In the 
dresses there did not appear to be any predominant or 
prevailing fashion, so far as colourims concerned, for they 
were of every hue and shade, from the light and lively pink, 
sky-blue, and green, to the more sombre maroon and deep 
dark black. There were no veils used, nor wei^ the scarfe 
drawn so invidiously close as to conceal the lovely conit- 
tenances, which realised all my preconceived notions of 
Spanish beauty; some radiant with an excess of loveliness^ 
retaining the pure Castilian contour and complexion, 
shrouded in redundant tresses of darkest sheen, and lit up 
with dark, lustrous, soul-searching eyes, too dazzling to be 
encountered longer than a glance. The figures of all were 
of the most faultless symmetry, bearing the impress of 
Nature's mouldmg, and harmonising most enchantingly 
with an unschooled dimity of mien and fteedom of carriage, 
the birthright of the Spanish lady, which, associated with 
a naive, easy graeiousness and warmth of manner, render 
her the most fascinating creature of her sex. 

Few of the men can boast of being 

Tme hidalgos, free frem ev«ry stftm ; 
Of Moor or hdian blood; 

for they are almost as dark as ebony, wi& a tendency to that 
fityle of compressed physiognomy and distended nostril 
that forms an attribute of the Indian, with whom, in titec 
early times of the settlement, they intermarried and coha- 
bited; but why that sex alone should have lost their phy- 
eieal ch€u:ticteristics, while the women so remarkably retsan 
them, is a question Hie solution of which lies too deep in 
natural economy for my comprehension. 

Long before service commenced, the congregation ass- 
sembled in front of and around the chapel, where there 
were refreshment>boothe erected, resorted to by those who 
felt the appetising infiuence of a mommg's drive. ^^itH 
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was a good deal of promenading amongst the gaiiMr p^^- 
tion, and conversation amongst ^e more grave; some 
outre Yankee fops crushing among tht groups, to stare at- 
and ogle the charming sefioritas, who seemed to regard 
them with haughty disdain. However, the arrival of the; 
padre put an end to the scene, all following him closely 
into the chapel ; the gentlemen taking one side^ the ladie& 
the other, where they spread out rugs, which were used in 
lieu of seats, the more respectable portion having very rich 
ones, carried by pages. 

After mass I delivered some letters of introduction to 
Mr. White, a gentleman from the west of Ireland, who 
came through from Canada in 1846, and has acquired ar 
large fortune and the esteem of all classes. He was alcalde 
two years m succession, and could continue in the office, 
which is both influential and lucrative; but from the new 
tone of politics, and the envious spirit concomitant with 
American settlement, he has declined the reflection. H« 
owns large tracts of property in the neighbourhood, and 
has built a fine mansion a mile out of town, surrounded 
by a highly-cultivated garden, where, with liis amiable lady 
and interestlj^ family, he seems seated in a little terrestifd 
paradise. ' - 

I was made acquainted by Mr. White with several 
families from the south and west of Ireland, amongst whom 
I was agreeably surprised to find two, Messrs. Murray 
and Hart, who came from my own neighbom-hood, and 
knew all about my family and connexions. They kindly 
invited me to take up my abode at their ranchos, volun- 
teering to furnish me with horses ad lihitum to piu^ue my 
rambles. I also became acquainted with Mr. Murphy> 
who, with Mr. Martin, from the County Wexford, has accu- 
mulated great wealth there, and become a leviathan landed 
proprietor. Mr. Murphy's sons have five independent 
establishments and extensive ranchos in the most favoured 
portions ; and there are many other Irish settlers scattered 
through it, all of whom, without an exception, are not 
merely comfortable, but extremely affluent; yet at home 
they were, according to their own acknowledgment, miser- 
able stragglers on t£e confines of destitution, and some of 
them the victims of the barbarous system of exterminatii^ 
eviction, driven from their hovels and patches of Isaad as 
if they were vermin that marred fertility — ^loathsome <dh 
jects that pamed the delicate eye of the landlord; golont 
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l0ssly4l^3ecuted on the pretext that their ignorance and 
sloth were innate ^d unconquerable, and their dispositions 
prone to savage cruelty ; that they were devoid of any am- 
Ijition to improve their circumstances, aud shameless reci- 
pients of parochial relief. 

Well, those exiles of Erin, once settled in a country 
exempt from the infatuation and pettifogging tyranny of 
autocratic landlords and hostile magistrates, soon became 
inspired with natural aspirations of independence, which 
quickly dispelled the torpor of indifference, stimulating 
industry with the assurance of its just requital into con- 
tinuous and prosperous exertions. Where the late inmate 
of a workhouse, seeing before him his reward, sets zea- 
lously to work to earn it, bringing to bear a cheerful 
energy, all the more active from its long coiu-se of un- 
natural repression, and an intelligence sufficiently quick 
and comprehensive to direct it into profitable pursuits, 
this new era in his life gives a contradiction to the 
calumny on his self-respect; for the man who at home, 
under the constraint of circumstances, sought the aid of 
the relieving-officer, was here transformed into the generous 
dispenser of hospitality, and being interested in the peace 
and progress of society, became a volimtaiy promoter of 
law and order, instead of a wild and reckless disciple of 
rebellion. 

How is it that those results cannot be brought about in 
the land of his nativity? Surely change of climate has no 
influence in developing those desirable attributes. There 
is no natural element peculiar to Ireland adverse to their 
growth and propagation. No ; we must seek in the human 
laws of the country, and the vicious social relations, espe- 
cially those of landlord and tenant, for the germ of those 
evils which make a useless and discontented citizen of the 
bold peasant, and, in banishing him from the home of his 
heart, convert him into a foreign enemy. 

There are also many English and Scotch settlers in the 
valley, some dating their settlement so far back as twenty* 
five years; all of them wealthy and large landowners, 
Mr. Forbes, in addition to his other possessions, being 
proprietor of the quicksilver mines, the richest in the 
world. In fact, what between the old Spanish residents, 
and the claims purchased by and granted to natives of 
Great Britain, there is very little room for any fresh emi- 
grants: a state of things that has set the Yankees a-grum- 
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\Aing aboTe thenr bresth, gnidgkig the fairest ^mAm ^ 
ihevt ncwly-aoqaired eocintryto "etrtpg^ei audiliterlopew,'* 
while some of them, taking advantage of the ^tnxkmias&si 
state of the eonntiy, and the questionable nfttare of tsde« 
audaciously squatted themselves om &e most isaprofed 
portions of the old settlers* property, tms^liig to time, 
chanee, and the assistance of their brother Yai^ees, ^ould 
need be, to eoafirm them in tJieir posseasioas. HoweveTt' 
a smnmaary eviction by one of Hbsi Messrs. Mmiphy, ftsskte^ 
by a fosM comitatm of his friends, nipped the squatt^ag 
movement in the bud, and sent those lawless vagaboitds 
to the right-about. 
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During my stay in the pueblo I took up my abode at ^Ub 
Mansion-house, a new hotel, built on the specukition of its 
being the stopping-place of the members of the senate ami 
assembly, and those o£&cials whom tiie a&iFS of ^yean^ 
ment necessarily draw to tbe eapitcd. It is kamea^oraldf 
the best hotel in California, ^Uy equal to those in ^ 
States, and was quite full during my so)oum, a» botli 
houses were in session; but after their adjourammit iii 
business must be very limited, as is the general trade fli 
the town, which may be readily conceived wh«i notiGing 
the fact that groimd squirrels (an animal neaiiy as timnd 
as our rabbit) bm^row in the plaza, and gambol about 
without any fear or apprehension. 

I had the honour of introduction to Sefior Don Antonio 
Sufiol, a Spaniard of the highest family, whose househcM 
establishment is becomingly regulated. His gar^n, thois^ 
not adjusted in the trim English style, eontaiiis a giMt 
variety and abimdanee of choice fruits, ainoiigst wfakh I 
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obserMl ft pftyfanon of fi^, peaehes, and vines^ clustered 
wHh their loscioi^ burdens. He took pride in showing 
xne throtigh it, and afterwards politely invited me to par- 
take of Inneb, when he produced a red wine of domestic 
iii8aEii:^aetttfe, which, thou^ rather heavy and fruity for 
my taste, possessed a very agreeable flavour; and I have 
too doubt, when the process comes to be more thoroughly 
understood, a very good beverage will be produced, as the 
Cahfomian grsspe, when carefully cultivated, is of a supe- 
rior quality, not of great size, but exceeding in taste and 
ridmess. There was also another liquor of Califomian 
distillation on the table, which I tasted, called ''agmnr- 
diente:" it is an extract of the grape, very palatably and 
potent, and improves very much, I understand, by age. 

I met here again General Vallejo and Seiior Don Ema- 
nuel Pico, a relative of the general's, and a thorough-bred 
hidalgo; very wealthy and exceedingly popular, from being 
passionately addicted to the sports and amusements in 
hevaar wi^ his countrymen. In the course of the pre- 
ceding faU, at Sonoma, he matched a horse of his against 
an American nag, belonging to a Mr. Hudspeth, to run 
three hundred varas (a measure somewhat short of a yard), 
for five thousand dollars, and was beaten by a head, as he 
supposed in consequence of a slip at the finish; which led 
to a new match, for ten thousand dollars, over an inweased 
distance of five hundred varas, to come off on Easter Mon- 
day at the pueblo of San Jose. 

As the time was now at hand, the interest became in- 
tense, and the betting both brisk and larger the Americans, 
to a man, backing their horse, and the Spaniards, on the 
other hand, being just as unanimous in upholding that of 
Sefior Pico. All bets, according to the custom of Uie 
i»nmtry, were staked when made. Easter Monday was, 
therefore, a great gala-day at the pueblo; and, in addition 
to its being a holiday, and having the attraction of the 
race, it wm the day appointed for holding the election of 
all the officials of high and low degree under the new 
Califomian constitution; so that we had beaux and belles 
tricked out in all their finery, sporting characters clamor- 
ously wagering, and politicians zealously canvassing for 
their various friends; making up a medley of excitement, 
bustle, and interest, that never befoi^ had a parallel in 
this simple dty. 

It was anaqged that the race. dMMild take precedence, 
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the start to be pttnetual at ten o^dc; sho,rt^jmmou$.;^ 
which the whole poptdation and visHoFS^n procession, wilir 
the horses, moved off to the course, quife close to the town, 
amidst a hum of betting and conversation. Neither of tha 
nf^s showed much breeding, but e]s;^ibited a striking con^ 
trast in addition, Mr. Hudspeth's looking like a pampered 
sire, while the otiber appeared as if after a severe attack of 
influenza. The jockeys were much of a size— mere chil- 
dren — clad in only a thin pair of drawers, bootless and 
spurless, carrying only a whip made like a top-scourge. 
The course was perfectly straight, over two beaten tracks^ 
about two feet wide and four feet apart, running parallel ; 
it was not staked or roped, but the spectators arraoged 
themselves in two lines, the foot people forming the inner 
rank, the horsemen the second, those in vehicles consti 
tuting the rear. * 

While the ground was being measured, hundreds p^ 
speculators, carrying about their dollars and doubloons in 
shawls and handkerchiefs, kept up a stormy vociferation, 
in which it was apparent the American horse had the call; 
and after all the money was staked, horses, mules, and 
accoutrements were betted one against the other, untii 
four-fifths of those on the groimd were implicated in the 
issue. During the excitement the lines were somewhajk 
broken, and the principals, with some special Mends, rod? 
along to have them readjusted, affording an opportuniQf 
of contrasting the demeanour of the Spaniard and thj 
Yankee; the one, all courtesy and urbanity, politely mo^ 
tioning the people back; the other, in a tone of vulgar in- 
solence, using tiie most frightful imprecations, and plung- 
ing their horses amongst them whenever they came to |i 
Spanish group. I never remember to have. been moi^ 
deeply impressed with ineffable disgust than while wit- 
nessing this exhibition of aiTogant brutality. Talk of 
Americans "going ahead:" in order to be unencumberaa 
in the strife, they cast aside every figment of olden civiU- 
zatipn, not even retaining the fig-le«rf of decency or deco- 
rum — at least, so far as the Califomian emigrants are 
concerned. 

As soon as the lines were again formed, the jockeys were 
put up, bare-backed, the horses being only girthed with « 
narrow surcingle, inside which they thrust &eir knees at 
an acute angle. As they were led to the post, a nervous, 
breathless silence ensued, hearts beat quick, and the 
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6}iralnM ^t^jajt Ibegan to B^e. They aar© tnTned; yoa might 
Ifeat a pin fall; ailc^er throbbing moment — ^they are offl 
■^yes, they get off at the first attempt, going at scores from 
ttie jump, the thongs at work from the start. The pace 
^rtls rather good, but the race was not in doubt for an in- 
fant, as Sefior Pico's horse, evidently labouring under a 
fejioulder strain, never extended himself, so that even in so 
ahort a distance he was beaten fifty yards. 
: The Yankee uproar was terrific, and the inherent bad 
taste and under-breeding evinced at the triumph were the 
more repugnant from the placid and good-humoured tem- 
per in which the Spaniards bore their defeat. "I knowed 
ive would whip them damned tawneys," and such like exr 
jj?ressions, met your ears at every turn ; and as they led off 
the Spanish horses past their late masters, who were re- 
turning on foot to the town, they let slip no opportimity of 
Venting their obscene and ribald buffoonery. 
^' I was induced, by an indescribable feeling of attraction, 
tis if to fill up the measure of my loathing at their day's 
pt>nduct, to look on at a Yankee drinking match, perfectly 
in character and keeping with the tenor of their other 
goings on. It took place at one of the open booths on the 
course, attracting a great crowd, and giving rise to fresh 
bettings. The man who won the toss for choice of fluids 
'{Selected port wine, each tumbler having a raw egg broken 
into it — a potion that appeared to take his opponent by 
surprise ; however, they went to work, and, with the short 
necessary pauses, got up as high as the ninth glass each, 
when one betrayed symptoms of distress, and, to make use 
of Lord Norbury's pun, could not " be egged on" any far- 
ther; for, in attempting to raise the ten& to his mouth, 
the stomach rebelled, after a fashion that commimicated a 
spasm of nausea to mine, which it required all the muscular 
power in my throat to subdue. I afterwards heard that 
the victor vauntingly proceeded to the baker's dozen, and 
woimd up by drinking the spectators' healths in a bumper 
of brandy-and- water. There were private racing matches, 
but the great bulk of the crowd returned to the town, where 
all the fondas (taverns) and gaming-houses were fiUed-to ex- 
cess. It was observable in the Spanish houses that ladies 
sat down to monte, betting, and smoking their tiny cigarettes 
with a most nonchalant air. 

There was boisterous political excitement, ministered to 
freely with strong drinks; but the Spaniards, altl^pftigh 
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possessiBg votes, did not take sny interost or^^neem in 
the proc^ings. In order to see tllgir method of con-, 
ducting those establishments, I went to dine at one oi xbe 
fondas. The apartment \¥as a diagy one, and the imple* 
ments were not of the most burnished order, bnt the table', 
dotfis were as white as virgin snow, and of fine fabric. 
The fare was altogether confined to frijoles; tortillas ^»lf 
omelet, half pancake), and hashed beef stewed in lard, aiwi' 
so highly seasoned with chile Colorado as to cause me to 
stwk in cool air in order to soothe tbe palate. They 
are wonderfully addicted to the use of pepper, and still 
more so in the Mexican conn^, where, I have it on autho- 
rity, that bandits who have been hung and left to swing in 
chains, as a terror to evil-doers, are never touched by bird» 
of prey, their flesh is so impregnated with .this pimento. 

There was a public ball in the evening, in a large room 
over one of the principal tiendas, which, was well attended 
by the Spaniards ; but the gaieties were distmrbed in the' 
early part of the evening by the unautiiorised intrusion of 
some tipsy Americans. Order, however, was quickly re- 
stored by their summary ejection, when everything went on 
smoothly and delightfolly. IJooked on in an ecstasy of 
admiration, as the lovely sefioritas whirled past me in <iie 
giddy waltz, and gracefully glided through tiie mazes of the^ 
cotillon, skimming through the figures with a Ktlie dignity 
and easy elegance of style that constituted the very "poetrf 
of motion;" added to which, the irresistible magic of their 
manners, fi^ee from the^ slightest leaven of coquetry, not 
only led captive the outer senses, but suggested more tender 
thoughts. I felt this the more sensibly as the fair Fran- 
cisea graciously assisted my limping Spanish, in its efforts' 
to utter the fedings of the moment, archly smUing as thqf 
took the form of compliment to herself. 

Next day I visited the houses of the senate and assem* 
bly, both of which august bodies are accommodated under 
the same roof, one down stairs, the other above ; but, by ft 
sort of solecism in the arrangement, the senate, or upper 
house, occupy the lower apartment, which is a large, iU- 
lighted, badly-ventilated room, with a low ceiling, and a 
rough railing a little inside the door, beyond which none 
but the elect may pass. Each member had a rush-bot* 
tomed arm-chair, and a small desk witli stationery, whiefa 
was not in much requisition. At the farther end, the 
Speaker was perched in a species of pulpitj the floor ^ 
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covered ^ii^ a number of- Utile carpets, of various shapes 
and patterns, lookipg as if every member contributed a 
patch to make up the robe, which had quite a mosaic ap- 
pearance, the idea of antiquity being assisted by the thread- 
bare state of the whole. A slip of paper was stuck with 
wafers on the door as you entered, labelled " Wait for a 
pause;" reminding me of the familiar inscriptions on those 
of the billiard-rooms at home, "Wait for the stroke," which, 
from the tmmuh inside, -would be the mare apposite of the 
two, from the great probability of its ending in blows. 
The other apartment is of precisely the same size, but has 
the advantage of greater loftiness, and exhibits at once the 
difference of grade betwixt the two bodies in the style of 
the furmture; plain common chairs, flat deal tables, and a 
stnpe of matting thrown where the £&et are erroneously 
aopposed to rest, hemg the extent of accommodation : a 
paltry difference, at best, and, as it appeared to me, at 
vj^iance with the republican doctrine of equality, and the 
** genius of free institutions." A notice similar to the above 
was stuck on this door; but had I waited at the threshold 
of either house for a pause, I should have waited for the 
daily adjournment; for the noise and jabbering was as in- 
ee^sant as the twittering of a ffoek of swallows ehattii% 
over tiaeir intended migration. 

» Nothing can be more remote firom the regularity^ de- 
€t^sey, and deconiim of other deliberative assemblies, than 
the proceediaga of these bodies. There was no^ ©grder of 
4ebate ^r system of discussion, bat a turbul^Eit dinning 
eolloquy, made u|> of motions, interruptions, assertions, 
and contradictions; several members geneiially cm their 
legs at the smm time, and those with legs on the tables 
«i4ding to tiae tumult by the music of their heels. I never 
could catch the faintest idea of the subject under considera- 
tion, nor is it possible that the merits of any measure 
oaa be sifted under such a species of discussion. The 
Kiieinbers meet about ten o'clock, A.ir., and are let loose for 
dinner at one o'clock, when iJiey coma out with a rush, 
like so many overgrown schoolboys. It is unnecessary to 
add, that smoking, ehe-^ng, and whittling, do not consti- 
tute an infraction of the rufcs of either house: privileges 
that are accorded also to a squad of slipshod clerks or 
messengers who loll about the stores, making a tout en- 
90mble really unique, and entirely characterigticGooQie 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



Remove into Country Quarters — Enchanting Appearance of the Vallej — ^DeBgW- 
M Climate—Agriculture in tlie VaUey—Tiie Breed of Cattle — Comparative 
Qualities of Native and Foreign Beef—Instinct of Birds of Prey — Brii^ag 
CatUe over the Plains a bad Speculation — Califomian Horses — Their Powen ci 
Endurance — Often cruelly Taxed — System of Travelling — Their quick Sagacity 
in avoiding Squirrel-holes — Danger of riding a Strange Horse over the Plains — 
Probable Cause of their Stunted Stature — Lassoing and Ox-throwing — ^Nloe P*- 
Imtes of the Cattle — ^Domestic Fowls and Animals — Few Varieties of Game- 
Visit the Quicksilver Mbies— Take a Turn through the Ranches— No Butter, bo 
Chfoese^ in the Spanish Houses, owing to the Indolence of the Males — Other Evfc- 
denoes of their unconquerable Sloth — Fastidiousness of the Women in Waafaiog^ 
— The Process — The Duties of the Men — Hospitality of the Spaniards — No Eff 
panse in TravelUng through the Valley — A charming Sefiorita — The Incident of 
the handsome Trunk — Mode of Califomian Courtship — Invited to a Wedding — 
Continue my Rambles — The Mustard-weed Nuisance. 

I SHIFTED my quarters from the pueblo to the residence of 
Mr. Kell, a gentleman of English descent, settled in & 
lovdy quarter of the valley; and as the distance was not 
very great, and I a good pedestrian, I sent on my luggi^ 
by waggon, and set out on foot, in company with a shil- 
lelagh, proceeding leisiu-ely, sitting in the shade at various 
points, to gloat over the gorgeous views that imfolded 
themselves in my progress. My path lay for a good dis- 
tance along the Kio Santa Clara, which waters the pueblo, 
and then receives the little tributes of the several arroyos 
that meander murmuringly through those fertile plains, 
which are all belted with glorious timber, contributing 
enough of woodland scenery to adorn the enchanting 
landscape, and so pleasingly distributed, that officious art 
could scarce devise an improving charm. Animated na- 
tiu-e, too, contributed its quota to the effect, in the nume- 
rous herds of fine cattle dotting fhe rich pasturage, resting 
in groups beneath the wide-spreading trees, or standing in 
the cool purling currents, together with herds of horses, 
backed in for shelter under the umbrageous foliage, wlfli 
here and there a snug rancho, disclosed by a slanting ray 
of sunshine. This transcendent picture, reposing in f& 
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grand natural frame of bold and handsome mountains, ex^ 
hibited in reality a scene as rich and lovely as ever arose 
in the warm imagination of Berghem, or was pourtrayed 
by the delightful pencil of Claude Lorraine, under the 
influence of his happiest inspirations ; and when to its 
unapproachable pastoral charms we add its voluptuous 
and salubrious climate, for which it has been long justiiy 
celebrated, we have a location for settlement scarcely 
equalled, certainly not to be surpassed, and extending 
over a space of nearly ninety miles long, and averaging 
ftilly five mijes in width. 

Mr. Kell has tried field and garden cultivation, the for- 
mer on a very limited scale, but the latter with complete 
success, raising potatoes, onions, melons, pumpkins, and 
cabbages of the finest description; and Mr. Walker, a 
Mend of his, told me, that at his ranche, near the Mission 
ef Santa Clara, he last season secured two excellent crops 
of potatoes, putting in his second one early in August. I 
did not see any grain, but it has been raised in particular 
localities susceptible of irrigation, which is indispensable 
in most seasons. This confirms me in my opinion of the 
general unfitness of California for extensive agricultural 
operations. Great varieties of rich clover and iudigenous 
grasses coat the plains in dense fleeces, exhibiting a suc- 
eulent luxuriance, corroborative of my previous observa- 
tions regarding portions of the Sacramento vaUey, and 
proving that the moisture and genial temperature of the 
earth, essential to vegetation, are preserved by its being 
sheltered from the exhaling rays of a scorching sim by 
the thick close growth of herbage that is consequent on 
pasturage. 

The breed of cattle is not to be excelled for milk or beef; 
and there is a peculiarity about them as contradistinguished 
from those that come across the plains, or those in our 
own country, that is strikingly remarkable; for their flesh 
can be used immediately after slaughter, eating as tenderly 
as if kept in the best ventilated meat-cellar, xmder the 
superintendence of the most watchful epicure for the pre- 
scribecf time. This I had a good opportimity of testing, as 
Mr. Murphy, a brother-in-law of Mr. Kell's, came up to the 
corral the evening after my arrival, with a cahallada (band 
of horses) and a large drove of cattle for the Stockton 
market; and, as he was accompanied by a number of Indian 
vaqueros, he killed an ox to supply them with rations. ^T 

p 
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did not muck i4>prave of the method m whidi ^Ids op&Ok 
taoii was csurried into effect, as, in la^ mind, the mode m 
vogue amon^ the miners — that of shooting them — is 
much the speediest and most tidy plan. The animal, m 
this instance, was first lassoed, then tripped up with ropes, 
and while kicking and struggling violendy, was bestridden 
by one of the men, who plunged a long knife into his 
throat, taking fuUy two minutes to accomplish a dfied tltfU: 
might have been aichieved in as many seconds. 

I dined on a steak cut off this beast before the process 
of skinning was completed, and never, either in Dolly's or 
Jos6's, have I eaten a more tender morsel. The extraor- 
dinary instinct of the carrioA crow and turkey-buzzard «d. 
those oecasioaas is somewhat wonderful; for, althou^ yma. 
rarely if ever see them in your rambks, the lasso is not 
well around the vi^m ere you observe numbers of those 
gloomy birds of prey moodily perched on the neighbouriBg 
trees, waiting for thek repast on Hie entrails, widiout your 
being aware of their stealthy Approach. 

The speeolatioD. of bringing cattle across thse plains, in 
antie^ation of a scarcity &om an increased comsim^QB, 
has piFOved rather disastrous, a^ I learned from Mr. Muifiliy, 
a eompetent authority on the subject, ihat one-tentii <^ ^ 
niimiber is not now slaughtered for food that used to be 
formerly, when a trade was carried on in hides and taikir. 

The horses are under-sized and light-limbed, but other- 
wise well-proportioned, and eapable o£ enduring fatigue 
and fasting to a marvellous d^ee; qualitLes that I ^e- 
qu^it^ saw cf uelly taxed by their owners, who set no 
value on the noble animal, riding one always on the Ml 
loup till he is used up, then turning him loose and moast- 
ing a fresh one. A late tourist in Califbmia thus desenbes 
the manner of equestriaii travelling ih&ce: — " To aceinsit 
for feist travelling in California on horseback, it is neces- 
sary to explain the mode by which it is accomplished. A 
gentleman who starts upon a journey of one hundred miles, 
and wishes to perform the trip in a day, will take with him 
ten firesh horses and a vaquero ; the eight loose horses aze 
placed under the charge of the vaquero, and are driv^i in 
front at the rate of ten or twelve miles an hour, according to 
the speed that is required for the journey. At the end of 
twenty miles, the horses which have been ridd^i are dis- 
charged, and tmTied into the cahallada, and horses iviiich 
have not been ridden, but driven along without weight, ase 
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aaiiiHflcl, nunmted, and ridden at the same speed, and so on 
to the end of the journey. If a horse gives out from inabi- 
lity to proceed at this ratei^ he is left on the way-side; the 
owner's hrand is upon him, and if of any vakte, he can be 
recovered without difficulty. But in Califomia no one 
thinks of stopping on the road on account of the loss of a 
horse, or his inability to travel at the rate of ten or twelve 
miles an hour': horseflesh is cheap, and the animal must 
go on as long as he can, and when he cannot travel longer:, 
he is left, and another substituted." 

The watchful caution and the sagacity of the Califomian 
horse in avoiding the squirrel-holes, with which the plains 
abound, are rather surprising, as one would imagine it 
^would be impossible to disc^n them when going at top 
speed; yet a horse bred and reared in the country rarely 
makes afauxpoB, Nor does the native rider ever bestow 
a /thought on them as he races along, riata in hand, in 
pursuit of a wily nmle or a wild steer, though for my part 
I would radier ride a fite^le-chase over the sti&st sections 
cf oar Oommught couniay than cross those plaijas at a 
^^ee-£6oft canter. The American horse cannot even walk 
safely amdd^ thoee borrows, as was lamentably proved 
dining my stay in the vall^, in the death of Oaptain 
Fidier,j*esultii]^ from a severe faJH from a horse purchased 
irom KD. incoming emigrant. 

I conceive the stunted iitature of the Califomian horse 
. is ascribable to breeding '* in and in;" for raiK^heros pay no 
attention whatever to changing the blood. It i« curious 
enough, that notwithstanding the consanguinity of the 
Mexican and €ali£amiany and their verisimilitude of tastes 
and customs, the latter never thinks of breeding mules, 
which animal is such a general favourite with his southern 
neighbours. All those to be found in Alta Califoniia were 
either brought over the plains by the American emigrants, 
or by the Tuonans or Mexicans coming up to the mines.^ 

I have already noticed the expertness and precision of the 
Spaniards in throwing the riaia, and their skill as horse- 
men; but in the valley of San Jose I saw both acquirements 
<5arried to still higher perfection, and a new mode of dealing 
with an obstinate ox, which, after breaking the ri^a, was 
«tiil followed up by the rider, and when making a short 
turn, as the pursuer reached his quarters, got a sudden 
Jerk by the grasped tail in the opposite direction, which 
brought him to ^e ground with a concussion that stunned 
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him beyond further resistance. I have been also assured, 
on respectable authority, that it is not an unusual feat to 
catch wild geese on the lasso, which I can readily believe, 
from having seen the proximity into which they will permit 
you to approach; so that a noose, thrown dexterously 
amongst the flock, is likely to catch either a neck, leg„ or 
pinion. 

The water in the arroyos is clear and limpid in the 
extreme; free, too, from any peculiarity of taste to the 
human palate. Not so, however, with the brute creation, 
who may be seen coming daily of their own accord, in vast 
elongated strings, single file, crossing several of those 
streams, until tibey reach the particular one they relish, 
and, after slaking their thirst, returning to their own beats 
in the same order, never stopping to browse or commingle 
with the other herds through which they pass. 

Pigs of an improved breed are plentiful in the valley, an^ 
prop5igate4 largely by the settlers firom the Old Country; 
but the Spaniards eschew them alive, and decline the use 
of porcine diet, not from any qualms of conscience, bui 
from scruples of stomach, arising from the imcleanly habits 
of the animals : an arrogance of palatial taste which, I be- 
lieve, is not indulged in by the proudest nobles of Old 
Spain, and one that is supremely ridiculous in a people 
who are culpably lax in many of their tastes and customs. 
Sheep are not bred or fed in the valley, from the number 
of coyotes that abound there, but are brought up through 
it to the Francisco market, from the Monterey district 
* They are of a gaiint and miserable description, light in 
carcass, making dry and flavourless mutton; but as fine 
poultry as are to be met with in any coimtry may be seen 
around every rancho. The only game of any description 
is the grizzly bear and black-tailed deer, the varieties of 
the feathered tribe being confined to those I have already* 
^enumerated as resorting to the valley of the Sacramento. 

I made an excursion to the quicksilver mines of Mr. 
Forbes, accompUshing a distance of thirteen miles under 
forty minutes. They are situated on a slope of the western 
range of mountains by which the valley is bounded, and 
abound in ore of the very richest description. They are 
easily worked, but have never been managed on a systematic 
or profitable scale. Now, however, from the enormous 
demand for the aiticle as a subsidiary agent in the neigh- 
bouring gold mines, the proprietor, i^ebnj unction with a 
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company of scientific capitalists, is making very extensive 
preparations for working them. There are said to be other 
quicksilver and rich silver mines in the valley, but their 
whereabouts is kept a profound secret, pending the settle- 
ment of the disputed title question. 

I made my billet for the night at the rancho of M. 
Navizes, a gentleman of good Spanish family, that came to 
settle at the original colonisation of the country, obtaining 
a grant of the largest magnitude. The residence is of 
adobe bricks, and must, at its first erection, have been a 
goodly-looking country residence; but, from want of repair, 
its exterior has contracted an appearance of decay, which, 
however, does not extend to the interior, which is still 
commodious and comfortable. I was most hospitably re- 
ceived, and regaled on the usual fare of stewed beef, served 
up somewhat in the shape of currie, with tortillas and coffee. 
There was plenty of rich milk, but no butter; and, to my 
surprise, I found that neither it nor cheese is generally 
made by the natives, who, on particular occasions, purchase 
it from the other settlers. This unprecedented and dis- 
graceful state of things arises from the incorrigible lethargy 
and indolence of the men, who rest satisfied with the single 
article of milk, declining to enlarge their domestic com- 
forts at the slight trouble it would cost them of catching 
and taming to the habit of hand-milking a few more of the 
fine animals by which they are surrounded. The women 
are thus exempt from any blame in the matter; and, from 
two instances that came within my observation, where Irish 
settlers took Spanish wives, I am convinced that, if they 
were afforded the opportunity, they would not only supply 
their household demand, but extend their dairy operations 
to meet the vast and profitable demand which has latterly 
sprung up in California for fresh butter. 

But the inborn sloth of the male Spaniard is so deeply 
rooted that it appears hopeless to think of extirpating it,- 
either by stimulus or example, of which no further proof 
need be sought than their continuing to use the old abomi- 
nable carreta, while they see their new neighbours bringing 
loads on their commodious waggons, with a single yoke of 
oxen, which it would require three yoke even to move in 
their ponderous, ill-contrived vehicles. They have not a 
spark pf ambition in their nature, save that which is akin 
to the lust of savage pageantry, in adorning their persons 
with gaudy attire, and arraying their steeds with glittering 
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caparisons. The limited duties whick are indispensably 
forced upon them, such as keeping tiueir herds together, 
occasionally driving some to market, killing one for con- 
sumption, and cutting firewood, are only discharged under 
the compulsion of circumstances ; for I really believe tiiat 
if they could eke out existence on tiie suction of their 
thumbs, they would never be roused into action, unless it 
were by the excitement of a buU-fight or the attractions of 
the gaming-table. It is not, therefore, to be deplored liiat 
such a country as California is passing away from the occu- 
pation of such a race ; nor do I conceive it uncharitable to 
desire that the finer region of Sonora may soon come into 
the possession of some more energetic nation, that wfll 
make its mineral and other resources subservient to liie 
increasing wants of mankind. The females, as I b^ose 
observed, are worthy of a far better order of helpmates; for 
all that comes within their province is tended witii a caca; 
taste, and assiduity in strange contrast with what I hare 
already noticed. Even in their washing tiiey arc so son- 
pulously partictilar that they think nothing of going from 
eight to twelve miles to find water of good detergeirt pw- 
perties. Indeed, in washing they may be truly said to cde^ 
eel, obtaining great purity of colour,^ and putting ]m&t <wA 
of hands wiSi an artistic finish that leaves no&ing te be 
desired. The first part of the process is gone throng wiiit 
the soap-root, which abounds in the vaUey; the neat ynA 
an excellent home-made soap, resembling what we cdi 
Castile, which both cleanses to perfection and i ai par l B fl 
bouquet to the linen which is botii palpable and agreeaiift 

There is one ^virtue that must not be denied to tifie Sps* 
niards of California: that is, hospitality, which tJiey exercne 
with a hearty graciousness that wins upon your partialiiy, 
notwithstanding all their other shortcomings. It also p»* 
vails amongst the foreign settlers, in its most genume f(»m; 
so that, unlike the valleys of the Sacramento and the Son 
Joaquim, where the worldly mania has sup^aeded thact do- 
mestic virtue, a man may travel where he pleases withovt 
incurring any expense whatsoever, even were he indined to 
be extravagant. I never spent a night in any ranehe in 
that district without finding other strangers, who were at- 
tended with a degree of kindly solicitude that could not be 
purchased at a house of entertainment. 

In recording the hospitality of M. Navisees, I cannot ne- 
glect noticing, nor shall I readily forget, the fo^nfyaiinar 
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in which his lovely damghter did the honours of the estab- 
lishment. Although quite a young girl, scarce seventeen^ 
and rarely moving beyond the sphere of her paternal hearth^ 
she was not only free from any embarrassing shyness, but 
deported herself with a modest self-possession and nmvete 
of manner that would excite admiration in the most refined 
society. In the course of the evening I observed a hand- 
some, highly-ornamented trunk at one end of the apart- 
ment; and in noticing its decorative finish, I thou^t I 
detected a transient blush suffusing the delicate cheek of the 
maiden, a&d a slight hesitation of expression, which made 
me apprehensive that I had broached an unpleasant sub- 
ject, until, on looking round, I was reassm^ed by the happy 
iirackle of Sefior N., who playfully pressed the fair giarl to 
gratify my curiosity regarding it; but she evaded the par 
temal request, and hurried into an ac^oining room, casting 
back a soft, mild frown, ^diich appeared on very intimate 
terms with good humour. 

The history of the maleta (trunk) was then narrated to 
me by the old man. In California, it is the custom, when 
a. young gentieman conceives an attachment for a fair lady, 
instead of avowing his passion in stammering sentences, 
to send a handsome maleta to his sweetheart, eontaining 
various articles of female apparel of the finest and most 
fiisMonable description. If she accepts and retains the 
present, it is considered equivalent to a recognition of the 
swain's pvetensioBS ; but ri returned, he must bow to his 
hard fete: a primitive sort of proceeding, that tends to 
st^jersede all the painful "hemming," "hawing," and "that- 
ishto-saying" inseparable from a invd. voce popping of the 
question; while, at the same time, in adverse circxmi- 
slanoes, it relieves the sefiorita from the harsh necessity of 
pronouncing the cruel decree, and withstanding the piti- 
able sighs of the lovelom aspirant while receiving his 
future doom. Sefiorita N.^ her father told me, had, with 
his consent, decided on retaining her maleta, and an early 
day was fixed for the marriage, at which I was pressed to 
be a guest during the usual festivities, but my other ar- 
rangements compelled me to forego the pleasure. 

I continued my delightful rambles through the valley for 
several days, exploring its most secluded retreats, penetrat- 
ing to its most retired beauties, and visiting most of the na- 
tive and foreign ranches, those of my countrymen amongst 
the number, where the veritable Milesian " cead milefaiUe**^ 



2^^ jl stboll thbough the 

awaited me, which I enjoyed with the greater satisfiBU^tion 
and delight, as I felt assured that the easy, affluent circum- 
stances of my friends warranted them in indulging their 
natural disposition to a most liheral extent, without in the 
slightest way trenching upon their resources. On some of 
the happy evenings I spent amongst them, it afforded me 
a tearful pleasm-e — appreciating another fine trait of na- 
tional character — to witness the strong feelings of sympathy 
and sorrow they evinced in adverting to the miseries of 
their suffering brethren at home, " starving and dying," as 
they said, " on the green fields of poor Erin, while they had 
enough and to spare in a foreign land." 

Amongst all the settlements I did not see any amount of 
cultivation worth noticing; not that there are not many 
districts where com could be successfully raised; but the 
imusual trouble of irrigation, and the scarcity and deM*- 
ness of labour, coupled with the moderate price of im- 
ported flour, caused agriculture to be neglected. There is 
one national nuisance the valley is subject to, which it is 
found next thing to impossible to abate : I mean the wild 
mustard, which invades the richest pasturage, covering 
large tracts of the choicest land, to the annihilation of all 
other vegetation; for it is of such rank growth that it attains 
a height of nine and ten feet, and its small seed is carried 
about by the slightest current of air. From experiments 
that have been made it has been ascertained that it could 
be destroyed by repeated cuttings down during the season; 
but as the germs are found to be dispersed and deposited 
with the ordure of the cattle, all attempts, unless unani- 
mously adopted, must prove useless, where, in the absence 
of all fences, the cattle of the careless ranchero may wao- 
der over the groimds of his more painstaking neighboui;. 
When sprouting in the early spring, the yoimg shoots of 
the mustard make most tender and delicious greens, su- 
perior to our early York cabbage or spinach; and in the 
fall, the tall stems, which are quite as large as those of the 
sugar-cane, rot and wither into the earth, barely leaving a 
trace of their existence. 

During all my wanderings in the valley, I saw only one 
snake, and that of very diminutive dimensions — ^not thicker 
than "a large worm. Kattlesnakes were said to exist Hh&t^^ 
but none have been seen for years. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



Vexations of Authorship — Indian Imitativeness — Start for San Francisco — find 
the Steuner withdrawn-~A Bull F-r-ight— Fatal Termination — Arrire at Blr. 
Martin's Rancbe— The Accident of his Settlement — Sefiora Martin and Family — 
The House and. Furniture — Arrangements for Travelling — Attend Divine Service 
at the Mission of Santa Clara — Appearance of the Mission— Devotional Alameda 
—Buttresses or Pillars of the Church — Carved and Painted Parables — State of Af- 
fairs at the Mission — Abortive Attempts of the Jesuits to found Schools in the 
Valley— Predicament of the Settlers on Church Property — Scene of Leave-taking 
— Pments, Emotions, and Reflections— Scenery along the Bay — The Ranc^ of 
Don Antonio Sanchez— The Mission of St. Francis Dolores — Francisco Cockneys 
— The Remainder of the Road—My Parewell and Peroration. 

On my return to Mr. Kell's, I found some letters awaiting 
me which called me back to Francisco : rather a provoking 
thing; as I had laid out my accounts to visit Monterey, San 
Diego, and the coast countries in that direction. I also 
feimd other food for vexation, in the scrawled and blotted 
state of a large note-book that I had left in my room, con- 
taining memoranda of my rambles, which, as I transcribed 
and amplified, I erased, that I might the more readily refer 
to the remainder. It appeared that an Indian muchaca 
(young girl), who had acted in the capacities of chamber- 
maid and kitchen-maid, got hold of the book, and amused 
herseKin manufacturing hieroglyphics in imitation of mine, 
rendering several pages completely illegible, which entailed, 
considerable trouble on me, and afforded me the satisfaction 
of getting laughed at, as I took the imsophisticated crea- 
ture to task for the mischief. 

I set out next day on my return, packing my kit on a 
second horse, and taking a vaquero witivme to bring back 
the animals; but on reaching the embarcadero, I had the 
mortification to find that the little /^amer had been with- 
drawn from the station; and as at ^at '^^n; ^ri t^yMm' vi F^^ 
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vail from the north and north-west, causmg sailing craft to 
make tedious passages. I determined on sending my lug- 
gage by water, and going overland myself. But to accom- 
plish this, it was necessary either to buy or hire a horse, 
as I could not take Mr. Kell's nag any farther. I ascer- 
tained on inquiry that I might suit myself at a Mr. Martin's, 
whose ranche was a few miles oflf, in the direction in which 
my route lay. As I was proceeding towards it, walking 
leisurely, in a meditative mood, through a herd of cattle, 
a jealous bull broke in upon my reverie, and made me re- 
treat precipitately into some trees, that very fortunately 
were close at hand, amongst which I evaded him, and by 
means of a riven limb got into a fork about eight feet 
from the ground. He came right under me, bellowing and 
tearing up the earth, and pertinaciously I'emained, though 
I waited half-an-hoinr, hoping to tite him out; but as no 
reprieve appeared likely to arrive, and seeing that my only 
means of escape was by shooting him, I drew my pistol 
from my belt, and stretched my arm down. He at the 
same time raised his head up until the muzzle almost came 
in contact with it, thus enabling me to make a certain and 
speedy job of it, for he fell with the report, and scjffcely 
even quivered. 

Mr. Martin is a gentlem«m well advanced in years, and 
neariy transmuted into a Spaniard, from his long residence 
in liie country, not even speaking his own language fluen^. 
He is a native of Scotland, and wis cast away on the com^ 
some twenty-five years ago. He led for some time an erra- 
tic and strangely chequered life, un^l he became ibe inmate 
oi a Spanish famify, amongst which he found his present 
wife, with whom he received, as a marriage portion, hm 
present randio, one of great extaat and fertility. 

Sefiora Martin reminded me of Dr. Parr's pedaaatic de^ 
signation of the late Lady Blessington, being really a 
"gorgeous" personage — ^tall, finely moulded, of ^at volup- 
tuous style of beauty that comes wrtihdn George the Fourth's 
category of "fat, brown, and forty. '^ Her three <^mghter& 
are about the most faultlessly beautiful girls I ever saw; 
and in that country, where personal charms are so warmlf 
appreciated, and marriages take place at so early an age, I 
expected to have discovered several rmUetas in the house. 

I did not meet so well furnished and regulated a house- 
hold in all my peregrinations as Sefior Martin's; eveiy 
anicl ' ' - 'vf a flTiood ttnd handsome descripti<m, ail in 
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th^ir proper places, snd scrupulonsly neat. The hcmse, a 
spacious one, contained several rooms, all distinct from 
each other, entered from a long piazza extending along Hie 
entire front of the building. 1 here revelled in the luxury 
of a regularly-famished bed and chamber^ stretching my- 
self betwixt sheets of snowy whiteness, and nestling my 
bead on a tastefully fringed pillow, secure from the shafts 
of the sleepless musquito, within gauze curtains arranged 
in the stead of other dw^ery, with a Yankee dock to en- 
trap me into a long morning's nap. 

I could not induce Senor Martin to sell me a horse or 
mxde under any consideration; but I had the option of 
choosing any one from amongst his entire stocky sellimg it 
when I reached my destination,, and sending him the pro 
ceeds by a trading captain he named: a kindness for wl^ch,. 
I suppose, I was indebted to my being a brotiiter Bizton. 
But, notwithstanding tiie urgency of my business, he 
wotdd not hear of my leaving next day, on whidi, the diqr 
being Sunday, I accompanied Senora Martin sead her inr 
teresting fancBy to prayers, at the Mission Church oi Santa 
Clara* Our drive was a sweet on© of neady four miles^. 
principally over Sefior Martin's lands, partly in the dkee- 
tion of the pueblo of Saa Jose. 

The Mission is built, in unison with the preva^mg de^ 
signs of those ecclesiastical establishments, the rectorieft 
and ehurdi, o£ adobe^ and is in a better state of repair 
aasd preservation than most of the other MisaioDs; owhig^ 
I conceive, to its contiguity to the pueblo, as sevend of tiua 
inhabitants make a practice of frequentix^ it on dmrch^ 
going days, in preference to hearing mass at home; far 
they can combine recreation with piety in stvi^ling along 
the noble (dameda (shady avenue), which extends the greater 
part of the way^ in whose delicious ^mde devout reflectians 
and inspirations of sanctity are wont to be invoked by 
pious pilgrims as they saunter along to the shrine of their 
religious duties. Those devotees, on the day in question^ 
as indeed on all occasions of the sort, were prii»npidly 
composed of the softer sex, the others eontaiting them*- 
selves vdth a bare profession of &ith, being ra&er buttrene/ 
than pillars of the church, as some wag remarked oi a 
great stickler for his creed, who never entered the precincts 
c^ such an edSfiee, or svk^eeted himself to any of its self- 
denying orcKnations. 

The interior of the ciirarcfa is spaeiovs, but pkia eves to 
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ooarseness. It is hung round with prints and figures, pa- 
rahles in painting and carving, in which the design is so 
obscure that, like the signboard where the identity of the 
lion was doubtful, they require a key to elucidation. There 
is only one padre now attached to the Mission, whose 
labours are altogether confined to his clerical duties; for 
there, as well as in all the others, the schools of trade and 
education have been abandoned, and the Indians permitted 
to relapse into their primitive barbarism. 

A body of French Jesuits lately visited the valley, with 
a view to promote secular education; but the jealousy of 
the Spanish clergy was so inveterate, that they would not 
•be allowed any footing, much to the chagrin and disap- 
pointment of the numerous settlers, one of whose most 
perplexing difficulties is the education of then- children. 

The lands aroimd Santa Clara are about the finest in the 
valley, and are priAcipally in the possession of " Old Cotm- 
try" settle.rs, who bought their interests fi:om the different 
incumbents: pinrchases which, I have my fears, vnll be 
disturbed, firom the tenor of Carey Jones's report respect- 
ing church property, already quoted, and from the fact that 
the present occupiers, for the most part, are immigrants from 
the " sea-girt isles." There are tiie remains of extensive 
orchards, gardens, and vineyards adjoining the church and 
residence of the padres ; but the walls have crumbled down, 
and the unpruned trees have run into a tangled mass of 
wild shoots, looped together with the tendrils of various 
parasites, bearing only an abortive fiiiit, that conveys a 
faint resemblance of the delicious varieties that hung upon 
their branches in the palmy days of Mission management 

Next morning, through the kiniiess of my excellent 
host, I was saved the trouble of selecting a horse; for after 
breakfast I saw a spicy nag, fiilly caparisoned, paraded in 
front of the house by a vaquero, which Senor Martin 
informed me was intended for my use, at the same time 
giving me a superb pair of Mexican spurs as a souvenir; 
after which I went to say my addios to the ladies, who were 
in a group under the verandah, constituting a family pic- 
ture, file very personification of domestic felicity and per- 
sonal loveliness. I felt an affecting tingle pervade my 
nerves as I went through the ceremony of leave-taking, 
which was augmented in no small degree as Sefiorita Julia, 
gently pushed forward by her mamma, presented me with 
a pretty silken purse, the joint production of the feir sistei> 
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hood; a compliment so gracious, so wholly unexpected, and 
tendered by so yoimg and lovely a girl, with such an art- 
less but enchanting sincerity of manner, that it impressed 
me with emotions of the most .tender gratitude, which, I 
fear, I failed to convey with becoming feeling in the few 
thankful expressions of acknowledgment I managed to 
utter. I cantered off amidst the kindly addios of this 
charming family; and as I rapidly skirted the extremity of 
the beautiful bay, I resigned my horse to his own impulses, 
carried away in a current of ruminations on the subject of 
mcUetas, and that pantomimic mode of eliciting reciprocity 
of sentiment on the most important and eventftil condition 
of society, while I also indulged in interjectional conjec- 
tures as to whether or not Sefiorita Julia had ever had a 
maleta sent her. 

The scenery along the bay shore is of a quiet but pleasing 
character; the mountain sides and skirts serrated with deep 
ravines, densely timbered, and opening into numerous vis- 
tas, across which the deer bounded, startled by the imusual 
echoes of my progress. At times I emerged into wide 
tracts of open coimtry, subsiding into hanging slopes from 
the ridge of mountains that run parallel between the bay 
and the ocean, covered to their siunmits with a luxuriant 
growth of wild oats and barley. 

Being alone, and wishing-to reach Francisco before dark, 
I pushed along at a pace that would keep me in a good 
place with a pack of harriers; and after a few hours, arrived 
at the ranche of Don Antonio Sanchez, a distance of over 
forty miles, just as the family dinner was being served up, 
to which I was hospitably invited, and felt just in the vein 
for the meal after my appetising canter. I got there a 
sample of aguardiente of most excellent quality, that made 
as agreeable a potion as poteen or Cognac : a proof that, 
with proper care, a capital spirit may be produced. I rested 
two hours, and procured a good feed of barley for my horse, 
who resumed his journey with as much pluck and spirit as 
that in which he had commenced it. 

I got to the Mission of St. Francis Dolores sufficiently 
early in the evening to give time for a stroll round its pre- 
cincts. The ancient bounds of the Mission are about the 
same extent as Santa Clara, and like it, too, they are in a 
somewhat better state of repair and preservation than the 
general run Of those establishments ; but there is quite a 
town springing up about it, owing to the prevailing epi 
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demie of lot eq»eeiilation. It is a iawofoxite pkee <^ itea&rt 
en Sundays icxr the Ersoieisoo "Oetckneys, who m&j he seen 
pic^^nklung on the hill-aides, paddling about the hay 
shores, and sccambliiig over the heights, with fuHj the in- 
dustiy and enterprising inquisitiveness of their Bow4>ell 
brethren on their rural expeditions. The lasads axie of the 
£nest description, and ftiUy cropped with pre-emp^on 
squatters, elbowing each other in territorial anticipations. 

The Toad thenoe to Erancisco is over and aroimd sand- 
hillH, partially covered with scrubby evergreen osik, wild 
goosebeny'busbes, and other shrubs and brambles, dutt 
have not as yet been b^tised in the botanical font; but 
it is surveyed most of the way, and laid out in stoeets 
and squares, which iSS I before remarked, bewilder Ihe 
traveller, who, in vain looking for the outUnes -of the dtly, 
ciIIb to mind dreadful ieg^ids of quicksands and earth- 
quakes of iim^BKmal voracity. I, howei^r, suoceeded 
in reaching die real fity beware dsxk, and next day^ hj Ihe 
aid <af a little puffing, found a customer for the game little 
horse, at a pnce dsiat must have pleased, if not a^onished, 
my good friend Mr. Martin. 

And JGfeow, gentle reader, it comes to our tarn to ptrt, 
after having travelled some thousands of miles good- 
hiunouredly together; for rambles, like everj other sri)- 
kmary amdertalang, must have an emd at soma point or 
period. In saying ^aiewell, however, permit me to espsess 
3, hope that w« may meet again, travelling ** in seai^ of 
the pieturesque " or marvellous; for I do not intend to sit 
down for the remainder of my days, kicking my heels 
f^inst the legs of my chair. liikie most ramblers, I hare 
contracted quite ai fancy for chanfs^ of scene; and if I 
can only nmster courage enough to gratify the propensity, 
you will very probably hear of me on some ^ Sssohste 
island," dressed like Brian O'Lynn, who had " no coat to 
put on," waiting for some stray shj^ to restoore me to my 
sorrowing friends. 

Perhaps, too, in recounting my erratic movements, I 
may be enabled to weave a moral into die narrative, which 
I vainly endeavoured to do in the present case, diough, 
mayhap, such a moral may lie ensconced in a comer with- 
out my ever dreaming of it: a circumstance, I am told, 
not of imfrequent occurrence in die literature of the day, 
the majority of authors being such a marvdlously proper 
order of men, that their most fiigidve pieces, didr most 
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raadom re©<^rds, may become uneonsciotisly iBobnied with 
tiie delectable tone of their mrnds, and a fine ethic lesson 
silently break the shell, becoming full-fledged before the 
author of its being even bestows a thought on the hatch- 
ing of it. 

" Betmxt ourselves and the wall," however, I will can- 
didly aduiiit, that neither tibe journey nor my book was 
uadertak^i under snj philantiiropie impulse. The truth 
is., that having no potatoes to dig at home, I set out with 
a view oi keeping my hand in practice by digging in the 
bountiful fields of California. But though there was no 
rot in the crop there, nor greedy landlords to watch me, I 
foimd that the produce was most jealously guarded by 
agues, fevers, scurvies, and rheumatisms, ever reiady to 
pounce upon the avaricious intruder; and I saw some, who 
dared to brave the terror of those sleepless guardians, 
worried to death in their relentless fiangs, and others, 
scarcely more fortunate, crawling away from the encounter, 
maimed and shaken to the inmost sources of vitality. 
Permit me to ask you, can "life be sweet" whose every 
piilsation inflicts a sting, that throbs to the agony of some 
gnawing malady, which is dragged out in sighs and 
moans, and the torturings of regret and remorse, tantalised 
by luxuries it dare not taste, fiiough within reach of the 
gold the acquisition of which entailed those irremediable 
miseries? 

Wretched victim of cupidity! your riches are vile trash, 
your repinings ai-e unavaiUng, yom' sufferings are ineradi- 
cable. Gold cannot avert your premature fate, induce one 
ray of consolation, or propitiate the serene smiles or bless- 
ings of health which you bartered with the demon of avarice. 
Life is only sweet when conscience sits calmly on its 
throne, when its sources are unpolluted by disease, even 
though it be spent on the bare necessaries required for its 
sustentation. It is seldom the sweeter for gold. No ; gold 
more firequently embitters its relations; yet, to become 
possessed of it, we toil, and work, and go to law, and fight 
— ^nations as well as individuals — and when possessed, is 
it not squandered in health-destroying pursuits and sinful 
occupations, producing enervating excitement for the 
minute, while the hour is eked out in morbid cravings 
and maddening reflections ? On the other hand, placid, 
unalloyed happiness fixes its abode in the more humble 
dwelling, where gold is a stranger; where iiir'wages of 
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healthful exertion are appetite and sweet repose, and where 
true pleasure and enjoyment are spontaneous visitors to 
gladden the pauses of lahour. I imagine I hear your 
reply: "That is all mighty fine; but though true in the 
main, few would accept happiness on the terms, if they 
had the option of gilding their career;" an observation 
in which I cannot help coinciding. Nay, I will go further, 
and candidly admit, even after elaborating these opinions 
with considerable effort, that one of the strongest stimu- 
lants to my scribbling was the desire of gaining gold. 



THE END. 
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